GIRGASHITES 

(Me, Me, and More Me)

        I believe that we are at the very beginning of an incredible outpouring of God’s Holy Presence like we have never seen before…but before we see this in the magnitude that God wants to pour out…there are some things we need to do…or actually that we need to get rid of!

        We’ve been studying heavily on the end-times and on the children of Israel….what has totally been MIND-BLOWING for me is that wayyyyyyyyyyyyy back in Deuteronomy…..God laid out for us exactly what we would be up against and exactly what spirits we would need to conquer so that we could go into the Promised Land

        The church is to be the “Bride of Christ”…pure and spotless and holy bride….to get to this “pure and spotless” state…there are some major things that need to be dealt with

        The Father will ultimately present to His Son a remnant people who have made themselves ready…”unspotted from the world” according to James 1:27, “Not having spot, wrinkle, or any such thing” according to Ephesians 5:27, “holy and without blemish” for without holiness “no man shall see the Lord” according to Hebrews 12:14.

        Peter even warned us in 2 Peter 3:14…”Wherefore, beloved,…be diligent that you may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”

        Why does the Bible repeatedly warn us and tell us to be holy?...Why are we supposed to live separate from what the world says is OK…why are we supposed to live as 2 Corinthians 11:2 says…”a chaste virgin” to Christ…..BECAUSE GOD IS NOT GOING TO PRESENT A WHORISH, ADULTEROUS or FORNICATING BRIDE TO HIS SINLESS SON!

        If you are a true follower of Christ…then you have to realize that you are not of this world…you are a “stranger and pilgrim” according to 1 Peter 2:11

        We are not to be conformed to this world….our culture pulls on us to conform….making things that the Bible says is totally wrong seem like it is totally right…we can get so entrapped by the world that we think that things are OK…that things are actually acceptable to the Lord that we claim that we are “betrothed” to

        Jesus warns us in Luke 17 about the coming of the Kingdom of God and He says …Luke 17:26-33    “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark.  Then the flood came and destroyed them all.  It was the same in the days of Lot.  People were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building.  But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.  It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods inside, should go down to get them.  Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything.  REMEMBER LOT’S WIFE!  Whoever tries to keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it.”

        It’s a PARADIGM SHIFT that needs to take place….some of the stuff we will be talking about may be radically different than anything you have ever heard…it may go against your current paradigm…or mind set….the human mind loves status quo and tradition….but THAT is exactly what could hinder a great outpouring of God’s Holy Presence….and THAT is what we are going to tear down today…old mind sets!

        Get ready…this is super amazing stuff!

        Deuteronomy 7:1-6  “When the Lord your God shall bring you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out before you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you—and when the Lord your God has delivered them over to you and you have defeated them, you MUST DESTROY THEM TOTALLY.  Make no treaty with them, and show them no mercy.  DO not intermarry with them.  Do not give your daughters to their sons or take their daughters to your sons, FOR THEY WILL TURN YOUR SONS AWAY FROM FOLLOWING ME TO SERVE OTHER GODS, and the Lord’s anger  will burn against you and will quickly destroy you. 

This is what you are to do to them:  Break down their altars, smash their sacred stones, cut down their Asherah poles and burn their idols in the fire.  For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.  The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his treasured possession.”

        This is part of God’s instructions to the people of Israel before they could take the Promised Land…..

        This means …for us…that in order for each one of us…and for the Church as a whole…to enter  into our spiritual inheritance…we MUST be able to overtake these 7 nations…these 7 nations were literal people in the past…today…they represent 7 varieties of evil spirits…

        These spirits or nations that God warns us about…He tells us to UTTERLY DESTROY them or they will turn us away from Him

        Last week we briefly talked about the name of each nation and what their name meant…for the next few weeks we are going to study each one more in detail…this week…

        We will learn about the Girgashite Spirit… Girgashite means “clay dweller” which refers to “dwelling on EARTHLINESS”

        Nothing I know of can grow in clay except for weeds!!...so a person who’s soul is attacked by this spirit is robbed of anything of God’s Spirit …which Jesus told us about in the parable of the seed (remember that one…stuff can’t grow on yuck clay…it needs good soil…)

        EX:  have you ever been in a meeting at church and the Spirit of the Lord was moving…then someone disrupted the moment by getting up and leaving?  Some people get up and go to the bathroom…others go and check on their children in the nursery...while others just get up and leave all together!  WHY??  The Girgashite spirit cannot accept the LIFE of God and His Spirit…Life other than what can be experienced through natural senses makes this person UNCOMFORTABLE!!!

        This is a dangerous spirit to give in to in our churches because if we do…then we start to cultivate an atmosphere of comfort for people instead of an atmosphere where the Spirit of the Living God is free to manifest and show up!.......this is where we get “SEEKER-FRIENDLY” churches….YUCK!!!

        Do you realize that the entire seeker-sensitive movement of the last generation was totally culturally driven and not Christ-driven at all….

        We started trying to market God in to OUR IMAGE…we changed the message from  the pursuit of “HOLINESS” to the pursuit of “HAPPINESS”

        There is reason why “Your Best Life Now” is such a popular message…it focuses on the TEMPORAL blessings of the culture rather than on eternal hope in Christ….it’s all about ME, ME, ME

        Feelings now are more important than Faith…..this is very deceptive and NOT BIBLICAL at all!!!

        SIDENOTE:  Do you know, in fact, that one of the main people who was the chief “cheerleader” of the seeker-sensitive movement has done a study of the ‘fruits” of the movement and has actually admitted in a very heart-breaking book called “Reveal” that “WE MADE A MISTAKE” 

        If you get uncomfortable when the Spirit of God shows up…FIGHT IT!...Let God break up that clay soil…..sometimes that means just standing still…not running out of the service in your physical body or running away in your mind….let God remove those things from you that keep you out of His presence!

        This type of spirit focuses big time on earthly, temporal things, and produces a strong DISLIKE for things that are “spiritual” and eternal

        People who operate in this type of spirit have a really hard time with this verse…

        2 Corinthians 5:1  “For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

        People who operate in the Girgashite spirit only concentrate on the TEMPORAL or EARTHLY…only things that are SEEN or VISIBLE

        2 Corinthians 4:18  “While we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

        The Greek word translated “seen”…is BLEPO….which means “to discern mentally, to understand, to set the mind’s thoughts on a thing, to consider”

        Girgashites are very ANALYTICAL people who base their life’s decisions on the pros and cons that their MINDS are able to perceive

        EX:  When trying to decide between 2 jobs…one that pays a bunch and one that pays less…someone controlled by a Girgashite spirit doesn’t even bother to consult God as to which job He would want them to take…because they only focus on the VISIBLE or SEEN things…they automatically choose the higher paying job…..God might have wanted them to take the less paying job because He wants to use you to really impact the lives of the owners there…..operating in the Girgashite spirit…you only discern things in the natural mind

        1 Corinthians 2:12-16  “We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.  This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom, but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.  The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man’s judgment.”
        When you act on the voice of the Spirit instead of relying on your NATURAL MIND, you will begin to act according to the mind of Christ…and you will be able to perceive things that others don’t…you will perceive real dangers where others don’t see them.  …You will begin to see spiritual doors that others don’t see…

        And the super cool thing is according to verse 16…no one will have the authority to “judge” you…when you begin to operate in the Spirit…you stand above the jurisdiction of anyone’s criticism cause your doing God’s will!!!!

        So how do you avoid being a Girgashite in your decisions????
        How do you not rely on your natural mind and instead rely on hearing the voice of the Spirit?...well, good news….God gives us some guidelines…

        James 3:13-18  “Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you?  Let him show it by his good life, by deeds done in the meekness of wisdom.  But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth.  Such wisdom does not come down from heaven, but is EARTHLY, UNSPIRITUAL, of the devil.  For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you have disorder and every evil practice.  BUT, the WISDOM THAT COMES FROM HEAVEN is first of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy, and good fruit, impartial and sincere.  Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness.”

        According to this verse…the guidelines are:

o   We are to have Meekness in wisdom (v. 13)…a meek person is easily led…we are to be meek when it comes to the leading of God..and follow Him!

o   Not focusing on what can be seen with the natural mind (v. 15)

o   Not focusing on personal agendas (v.14-16) ….are you one who steps on whoever you have to do get to the top?...are you constantly out for “number one”…are your decisions based on what benefits you and your family instead of what will glorify God on earth?

o   Willingness to judge without showing partiality and without hypocrisy…..when you make decisions based on your emotions instead of what God said to do…you’re headed for trouble…EX:  choosing which church you will go to simply because your friends go there…not because God is there…some people even choose who they will marry because that person makes them “feel good”…the guy might not have any spiritual depth at all and may actually hinder the young lady from becoming the prophet God has called her to be….that is a SOULISH decision….in verse 15…the word “sensual” is the Greek word psychikos…which comes from the word psyche…meaning SOUL….so the word “sensual” should really be read as “soulish”………………….

  ”Without partiality” in v.17 literally translated means “without judging between”…this means that you can’t choose between the things that God has spoken to your heart…picking only the things that you LIKE and ignoring the things you don’t like…we are supposed to listen to and do all the things God wants us to do

  “without hypocrisy”…literally translated means “without under—judging”….which is lowering your standards of judgment in order to favor those that your soul loves…EX:  a “Hypocritical” or “under-judging” teacher might favor one student over another and give that student a better grade even though their work wasn’t as good………..Hypocritical people are those who change their judgment standards in order to NOT drive away those whom their souls love…..sometimes we are even hypocritical with ourselves…in other words…our soul loves itself so much that we judge ourselves with a standard more lenient than the one we apply to others!  YUCK!!!  Ever done this before!!!?

o   We are to “sow in peace the fruit of righteousness” (v. 18)…where our WILLS are at peace with His Will…when this happens we are the type of peacemakers that make people around us adapt their wills to the will of God….our “peacemaker” actions make others want to end their “war of wills” with God and surrender their will to his calling and purpose….EX:  ever had anyone say to you “you are such an inspiration to me…you make me want to do better”?.....this is what I’m talking about 

        Now THIS is gonna blow your minds!!!!!

       THE GIRGASHITE PIGS

        Matthew 8:28  “And when He was come to the country of the Gergesenes, there met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.”

        According to Strong’s Concordance Dictionary…in the Greek text…the Gergesenes were also called the Girgashites (or Girgasites)…Seeing these people called the Girgashites and then the Gergesenes isn’t unheard of.  It is fairly common for place names and people names to “evolve” over time…for instance, Jebus was renamed Jerusalem…Abram was renamed Abraham, and the Israelites were renamed the Jews….

        Matthew 8 is a New Testament reference to the territory dominated by Girgashite spirits…

        Matthew 8:28-34  “And when He was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there met him tow possessed with devils, coming our of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.  And, behold, they cried out saying, What have we to do with You, Jesus, Son of God?  Are you come here to torment us before the time?  And there was a good way off from them a herd of many swine feeding.  So the devils begged Him, saying, If You cast us out, suffer us to go away into the herd of swine.  And He said to them, Go.  And when they were come out, they went into the herd of swine; and, behold, the whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place into the sea, and perished in the waters.  And they that kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and told everything, and what was befallen to the possessed of the devils.  And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: and when they saw him, they begged Him that He would depart our of their coasts.”

        Apparently “pig herding” was a pretty important thing to their local industry….

        What do you know about PIGS?......they love to roll around in the mud…..remember how Girgashite means literally “Clay Dweller”…..constantly focused on earthly things…

        Another thing about pigs…they are always looking towards the ground…constantly focused on earthly things…..in fact…it is physically IMPOSSIBLE for pigs to look UP at the sky!!!.....Doesn’t that just make sense since the Girgashite spirit leads people away from focusing on heavenly things or things that are eternal or things ABOVE……WOW!!!

        GET THIS….remember  when the pigs took off running down the steep cliff and into the sea….that is a prophetic sign of what happens to people who let their heart be dominated by this Girgashite spirit….people are “violent runners” just like these pigs…they are very IMPULSIVE when it comes to decision-making…based on short-sighted vision…completely focused on the ground

        They totally disregard the INVISIBLE things of the Spirit…they instead judge all things through VISIBLE parameters….they make decisions based on their NATURAL UNDERSTNADING and they are very difficult to dissuade from those decisions…especially when they are explained the spiritual causes and effects and ramifications of their actions…..

        They just storm ahead and carry out their MENTALLY-determined decisions with no regard for God’s will and for His spiritual principles…since such principles are no more than “mystical mumbo-jumbo” to them….

        They just storm ahead to their own demise…just like these pigs!

        What else do we know about pigs?  THEY ARE GREEDY…ever called someone a “greedy pig”?.....in other words they are SELFISH….Selfishness is another part of the Girgashite spirit…it’s all about “me, myself, and I”….people who deal with this spirit are not interested in blessing anyone but themselves and maybe their immediate family…

        Since they give so much importance to the TEMPORAL life…they aren’t willing to sacrifice anything because they don’t really believe that you can reap in ETERNITY when you sow here on the earth…

        People who deal with this spirit don’t really, really believe these verses:

        1 Corinthians 15:42-50  “So it will be with the resurrection of the dead.  The body that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  SO it is written:  “The first man Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit.  The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that the spiritual. The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second Man from heaven.  As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the man fro heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.  I déclassé to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.”

        Another thing about PIGS…they GRUNT and they DEVOUR everything in sight in order to try to satisfy their ever-increasing hunger….they really think that if they just had “more”….”more money, more things, more houses, more things…” they would be complete….they really think they can be satisfied by the TEMPORARY and EARTHLY things…..but they can’t…it is COMPLETELY IMPOSSIBLE for a human being to find completeness in temporary things!!!

        People controlled by this spirit LUST after earthly things…

        Check out this example from Numbers…

        This is the children of Israel…they are thinking back to the food they used to eat in Egypt and they are complaining to God about the “heavenly food” that He had been feeding them……which is alos a sign of the Girgashite spirit….a COMPLETE and UTTER DISDAIN for the things of the Spirit…or the things from heaven…like the manna God was feeding them……

        These people were crying out for FLESH…for EARTHLY things….since our flesh represents the CLAY from which we were made……..

        Numbers 11:4-6  “The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, “If only we had MEAT to eat!  We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic.  But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!”

        Well….God sent them the FLESH they so strongly GRUNTED and WAILED for… but look at the consequences….YUCK and double YUCK!

        Numbers 11:31-34  “and there went forth a wind from the Lord, and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were a day’s journey on this side, and as it were a day’s journey on the other side, round about the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth.  And the people stood up ALL THAT DAY, and ALL THAT NIGHT, and ALL THE NEXT DAY, and they gathered the quails”  he that gathered least gathered then homers: and they spread them all abroad for themselves round about the camp.  And while the FLESH WAS YET BETWEEN THEIR TEETH, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled against the people, and the Lord smote the people with a very great plague.  And He called the name of that place Kibrothhattaavah:  because there they buried the people that LUSTED.”

        Kibrothhattaavah means “graves of desire”  or “graves of covetousness”…..

        The people went after the quails with the same greed that a hungry pig goes after food on the ground…..

        Notice how hard they worked…..ALL that day and ALL that night and ALL the next day….because their focus was on EARTHLINESS…..Girgashites are generally SLEEP-DEPRIVED WORKAHOLICS who never seem to be able to relax…..

        Girgashites diligently work to find completeness in their temporary endeavors....dreaming about the day when they will have saved enough money to retire…move to Florida…and play golf all day!....Unfortunately for them…Girgashites generally never get to enjoy the possessions they work so long and hard for…just like the children of Israel in Numbers 11:3…they seem to die just before they start chewing their hard-earned quails…

         The Girgashite believe that the world IS his inheritance…cause remember they give no thought to ETERNAL things…just like this passage says…

         Luke 12:15-21  “Take heed, and BEWARE OF COVETNOUSNESS:  for a man’s life consists NOT in the abundance of the things which he possesses.  And he spoke a parable unto them saying, What shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits?  And he said, This will I do:  I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take your ease, eat, drink, and be merry.  But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee:  then whose shall those things be, which you hast provided?  So is he that lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

        Girgashites…they just keep trying to get greater and greater earthly possessions without any care for the eternal inheritance!

        WHY?  Because in their mind…the EARTHLY things will last…because they believe that THAT is really all there is (because they do not give any heed at all to anything eternal….)

        WHY?  Because in their TEMPORAL, EARTHLY mind-set…they actually have a problem with the fact that TEMPORAL stuff will not last forever….including THEMSELVES…so they fight it…or even deny it..

        Check this out:  What if the Spanish conquistador Juan Ponce de Leon was a victim of the Girgashite spirit……it’s been around since forever…remember people who deal with this spirit are very concerned with the EARTHLY TEMPORAL things…including their LIVES…

        is it a coincidence that Florida is so closely associated with the legendary “fountain of youth”?  According to an online encyclopedia… It is believed that Spanish conquistador Juan Ponce de Leon heard stories about the fountain of youth located in Florida from the people of Puerto Rico after he conquered the island.  While he was governor of Puerto Pico, de Leon became a very wealthy man, but, apparently, his great wealth was not enough to satisfy him, which prompted him to launch an expedition to locate the fountain of youth, and ,in the process, he discovered Florida.  It was chronicled in the early and mid 16th century that one of his motivations for finding the fountain was his desire to find a cure for his intimacy “problems”…..

        If you think about it…Florida is a place where many people retire to in an effort to avoid the reality of their impending death…Upon realizing that the material wealth they have do dryly accumulated is not enough to fulfill them as human beings, they go after some “magical water” a “fountain of youth” that will gladden their lives and somehow delay their inevitable death…..is this a manifestation of the Girgashite spirit?????

        Because they have faith only in the temporary things…they do everything they can to prolong their lives to avoid the unavoidable…but God said it is appointed once to every man to die…then after that the Judgment….

        Temporary things….like our bodies…will not last forever that’s why the Bible tells us not to focus on these things but on the things that are eternal!!!

        But people that operate in this spirit don’t like thinking about the spiritual matters at all

        In fact, they are willing to sacrifice not only their own spiritual future, but the future of the next generations……

        They are very vulnerable to indebting themselves and leaving ‘debts” to their children …especially when the long-term debt allows for a large amount of short-term benefits….this is because of their intense focus on the TEMPORAL short term and their relative disinterest in the eternal long-term…

        Because they like to get and get and get temporal things…they work and work and work…they become prouder and prouder of their works…then comes PRIDE which leads to over-confidence and ends up destroying them

        They get in so much debt because the debt is not tangible to them..remember  people controlled by this type of spirit focus on the VISIBLE….they pay attention to the debt only when it produces TANGIBLE consequences….

        WHY WHY WHY?????  WHY would someone want to live this way, you ask?...............glad you asked…cause here is why….

        If they lived another way…it would require SACRIFICE of some kind…and they are SELFISH and have no desire to sacrifice anything!

        2 Corinthians 4:16-18  “Therefore we do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  For our LIGHT and MOMENTARY TROUBLES are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  SO we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen.  For what is SEEN IS TEMPORARY, but what is UNSEEN IS ETERNAL.”

        Girgashites are NOT willing to pay the price!

        The verse says we will reap only if we are willing to make the temporary sacrifice…for the eternal weight of glory!!!

        Living for a higher vision, living for a higher calling, implies making sacrifices….which Girgashites are happy to avoid…and they do this by lowering their vision to the ground and pretending like the higher calling does not even exist….

        EX:  Think about Martin Luther…he didn’t have to go around and post those proclamations on the church door and start the Reformation…his life probably would have been much easier if he had just “gone with the flow and didn’t buck the system”… or even Martin Luther King, Jr…he might even been alive today if he had just kept quiet and not “bucked the system”….but instead these men decided to stand up for what God was calling them to….and because of them…our lives are still being affected by what they sacrificed…they weren’t willing to live as selfish pigs…..THANK GOD they stood up…..

        What are you doing?  Where is your vision cast?....downward toward earth or upward toward heaven?

        Colossians 3:1-5  “If you then being raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sits on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.  For you are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.  When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall you also appear with him in glory.  Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature:  sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. “

        Isaiah 55:8-9  “For My thoughts are nor your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, says the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”

        God has given us clear instruction of the things that we need to get rid of in our lives in order to go forward into our INHERITANCE…just as the children of Israel were going forward into the Promised Land…

        Paul warns us what it would be like in the last days…listen to this Scripture and see if it reminds you of the Girgashite spirit that has taken a hold of people IN THE CHURCH!!!....

        2 Timothy 3:1-5  “But mark this:  These will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of godliness but denying its power.  Having nothing to do with them.”

        He is coming back soon…for a pure, spotless Bride…

        Are you ready???

