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To Know and Be Known

You have searched me, LORD, and you know me.
You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my
thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my
lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.

Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it
completely. You hem me in behind and before, and
you lay your hand upon me. Such knowledge is too
wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.

Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee
from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you
are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are
there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on
the far side of the sea, even there your hand will
guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.

If [ say, “Surely the darkness will hide me and the
light become night around me,” even the darkness
will not be dark to you, the night will shine like the
day, for darkness is as light to you.

For you created my inmost being; you knit me to-
gether in my mother’s womb. I praise you because 1
am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful, I know that full well.

My frame was not hidden from you when I was
made in the secret place, when I was woven together
in the depths of the earth.

Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days or-
dained for me were written in your book before one
of them came to be. [Ps139:1-16]

Our God knows us intimately. He not only creat-
ed us but he observes us, knows our thoughts, sur-
rounds us and searches us. There is nothing about us
that is hidden from him. How comforting it is to rec-
ognize the depths of the knowledge our God has of
us!

One way we show love for God is by getting to

know him. The more we know him, the more we will
love and trust him. The Psalmist knew him and cried
out, “Such knowledge is too wonderful for me...”
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There are two basic levels of knowing someone:

1. Having intellectual knowledge or information
about them is the first level. You may have read
about or observed someone. We say we have
“head knowledge” about them.

2. The second and deeper level is having developed
a relationship with someone, we know their likes
and dislikes, how they do things, how they think.
We become familiar with that person. This level
of knowing takes a conscious effort and time.

We all have some knowledge of God. But no one
knows everything about him as he is infinite, and has
no beginning and no end. Since we don’t know eve-
rything about him, it makes sense that we all have
wrong ideas about certain aspects of God’s nature.

Relationship is a two-way street. If we do all of
the talking when we are with our friend or spouse or
child and then walk away, that is not relationship.
Relationship requires exchange. Observing, talking
a n liktening. Giving a n @ceiving.

God made a way for us to know enough about him
to receive eternal life - through the Bible, but we
must spend time with the Lord pr ayi ng,
and | i, sthe we bailg a relationship of trust
with him. The more we know him, the more we will
trust him.

Lack of knowledge about God can be a barrier to all
of the blessings God has for us.

A lack of knowledge about God can allow fear into
our lives:

1. We may fear God’s anger and wrath if we do not
understand that Jesus took all of God’s anger and
wrath against sin in our place.

2. We may fear that we will have no control over
our lives, but God did not make us puppets. He
made us in his image to be relational beings, peo-
ple who have freedom to make choices.

3. We may fear that we are not worthy to be blessed,
worthy to hear God’s voice, worthy to be loved.
But our Father sees us as he sees Jesus. We often
focus on our weaknesses and failures, but God
sees us in reality. And in the final outcome, the
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reality is that we will be like Jesus....that is how
God sees us NOW! He knows where our lives are
broken, but that is not the final outcome.

To know God is to spend time in the Word
learning who he is, how he does things, and how
he thinks; learning by looking at the nature of Je-
sus, who is the “exact representation” of God
[Hebrew 1:3]. We also learn by spending time in
prayer, not only talking, but listening, and by ob-
serving God at work in the world around us.

Let’s keep seeking him. It will change our
lives! Tracy
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NOTHING IS EVER THE SAME

There is something very reassuring when we
are involved with the familiar. The venue for the
event is the same, the schedule i1s similar as be-
fore; the subject matter is one of special interest,
though I’ve heard it before; several of the partici-
pants at previous seminars are present and [ am
glad to see them again; familiar choruses elicit a
sense of peace, and also excitement for what lies
ahead. So, it’s good to be in familiar surround-
ings with people we know and love.

Yet, at the same time, it’s different! The Heal-
ing Seminars in the past have all been great and a
real blessing for which we offer praise to God.
Yet, somehow, this one is different! There’s an
air of expectancy, a sense of Presence, an atmos-
phere of holiness, an eagerness to see what is in
store.

The God who is the “same yesterday, today and forev-
er” is somehow never the same when it comes to his
Manifest Presence in a group that has gathered for meet-
ing him at their point of need. Perhaps the reason is that
the personality of a gathered group is never the same from
one event to the next. The presence of one or two new
participants can change the group’s personality, and so the
group’s response to God changes. God has an endless
variety of ways to interface with his people.

The recent Healing Seminar in Silverdale gathered to-
gether people of faith from United Methodist, Pentecostal,
Assembly of God, Roman Catholic and Independent
Churches from across Washington and Oregon. The com-
mon bond was the belief in Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord of our lives. The names of the facilities and gather-
ing places in which we meet each week for worship gave
way to the bond of love between brothers and sisters in
Christ.

Consequently, persons were renewed in their faith, be-
cause of the Presence of the Lord of their faith. Others
experienced healing in their bodies because the God who
heals kept his promise that “/ am the God who heals.”

Others experienced deliverance and freedom from bro-
kenness in their lives and relationships because their Lord
“showed up” and kept his promise that he “heals the bro-
kenhearted, binding up their wounds.” Still others experi-
enced a brand-new touch of the Holy Spirit upon their
lives, because they asked for it to happen and Jesus bap-
tized them with his Holy Spirit, as he promised. Others
were aware of the presence of angels in the room. The
Manifest Presence of the Omnipresent God was palpable.
Where God is, healing happens!

Praise God for those who served, taught, led and par-
ticipated in the Healing Seminar. Above all, Praise God

for his Awesome Presence! Larry
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