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KEEPING AN EYE ON THE AUTHOR OF OUR FAITH

Resolutions! Resolutions! Resolutions and more Res-
olutions. After all, it’s the beginning of a New Year
and everyone should resolve to do something that
will move us beyond what we were doing throughout
the year we have just completed. Right?

Well, there’s nothing particularly wrong with mak-
ing resolutions, provided we resolve to do what is
realistic and resolve to keep them. Frankly, ’'m not
into making new resolutions because I have made one
that I endeavor to keep year in and year out. When I
am able to keep it—with the help of the Holy Spirit,
then whatever other resolution I might have been
tempted to make, has been taken care of.

Oh, I have made my fair share of New Year’s Reso-
lutions through the years and have broken my fair
share of the same. But that has changed.

My Resolution this year?? It is based on Hebrews
12:2, 3. “Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him en-
dured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. .... Consider him, who
endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you
will not grow weary and lose heart.”

Jesus had his eyes fixed on one thing. Yes, He
came to earth to save humanity from the bondage of
sin. Yes, He was willing to leave his home in glory
and take on human flesh in order to achieve that pur-
pose. Yes, He was willing to suffer and die on the
cross in order to overcome the power of sin and
death. Yes, He did all this and more!

But, he always kept his eye on that ultimate goal—
He knew what was beyond all this, “Who for the joy
set before him” [the Joy of knowing that he would be
returning to his home in glory], he suffered persecu-
tion, ridicule, unbelief, dishonor, rejection by friends
and death on the cross - and was able to scorn its
shame, because he knew where he was going—home!

It appears that he had a single resolve and was able
to accomplish it because he had his eye fixed on the
one thing that brought joy to his heart—his heavenly
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Father’s will.

At one point in his ministry he said, “The world
must learn that I love the Father and that I do exact-
Iy what my Father has commanded me.” [John
14:31]

Again he said, “I have come down from heaven not
to do my will but the will of him who sent me...For
my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the
Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and 1
will raise him up at the last day.” [John 6:38, 40]

Jesus was so focused on the joy that was set before
him, he was able to endure whatever the world threw
at him, including killing him.

That’s my resolve, to look to the Son, to keep my
eye fixed on Jesus, believing him and so enter into that
level of joy which resided in his life. When that hap-
pens, then, like him, I believe - with the help of his
Spirit, I will be able to endure whatever life may throw
at me. Not only endure it but, like him, overcome it.

Sometimes a person is tempted to be discouraged
because of circumstances and experiences that flood in
on us and overwhelm us. These may include the very
kinds of things Jesus experienced: insult, persecution,
ridicule, dishonor, rejection by people we trusted or
even the maligning of our name.

Scripture reminds us to “Consider him who endured
such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not
grow weary or lose heart.”

I endeavor to keep my eye fixed on him because he
knows that through which I am now going or may go
in the future. Watching how he handled the situation
sets the model for me to emulate and teaches me to
“have this mind which was in Christ Jesus.”

Whatever your plan for the New Year and whatever
the Resolutions you plan to make, I encourage each
one of us as Believers in Jesus Christ, to fix our eyes
on him, focus on the joy that is his - and ours, and thus
not grow weary or lose heart, regardless of what the
New Year may bring our way. lle

Rev. Larry Eddings
Phone 360-550-2422

PO Box 175, Silverdale, WA 98383
email wose ddings@msn.com




EPIPHANY

It is sometimes said that a person has experi-
enced an epiphany in their life. This usually
means that something has ‘“happened” or
“appeared” in their life that has made a change
or transformed them in one way or another.
Epiphany means “an appearance,” “to mani-
fest,” “the show forth.” It is the kind of ap-
pearance or manifestation that impacts a person’s
life in a way in which it may never before have
been impacted.

The Christian Community celebrates Epiphany
as the day on which the Wise Men [Magi| from
the east saw a star in the heavens - which meant,
for them, that royalty had been born. “Magi
from the east came to Jerusalem—|after a long
and arduous journey]|, “and asked, Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We
have see his star in the east and have come to
worship him.” [Matthew 2:2]

It is a familiar story. We are told in Scripture
that when King Herod heard this he was
“disturbed.” From the events that followed, it
would appear that he was more than just
“disturbed.” He was absolutely furious! He was
not open to the idea of another king being pre-
sent in his domain.

Yet, in his usual deceitful and devious way, he
did inquire to the Wise Men when they saw the
star and for them to search diligently for the
child. “As soon as you find him, report to me,
so that I too may go and worship him.” [v.8]

We now know that his plan was not to worship
him, but to destroy him. This is born out in his
having all the children killed in and around Beth-
lehem who were two years old and younger.
[v.16], “in accordance with the time he had
learned from the Magi.”

This is yet another of the truths expressed in
Scripture. When God acts, evil reacts! “Light
has come into the world, but men loved dark-
ness rather than light because their deeds were
evil.” John 3:19

Epiphany is a very important celebration in the
life of the Church as it marks the historical event
in which God revealed, or “showed forth” Jesus
the Christ to the Gentile world as well as to the
Jewish people. The Magi were Gentiles—non
Jews. Thus, another of the Old Covenant proph-
ecies was fulfilled: “I will also make you a light
to the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation
to the ends of the earth.” [Isaiah 49:6]

Epiphany also marks the twelfth day of Christmastide.
The twelve days of Christmas are those days between the
celebration of Jesus’ Birth and the celebration of the visit
of the Magi, bringing gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh
to present to the Christ child. What an encounter that was!
The wisdom of the world bowing before the Wisdom of
God in humble recognition of him who controls the very
star they sought to follow to the place of his Birth.

Sadly, there is really very little recognition given in the
Church of this important event. Long before the Apostles
Peter and Paul began to proclaim the Good News to the
Gentiles and that salvation was for them as well as for the
Jews, God had already declared, through his prophets and
through the revelation given to the Wise Men from the
east, that the Gospel was meant for all humankind. He
“showed forth” his salvation through the Magi.

Epiphany is an especially meaningful day for me. It was
on Epiphany, 1971, that the Holy Spirit “showed forth,” or
“made an appearance” in my life that changed my life and
the direction of my life, forever. It was on that day that
Jesus baptized me with God’s Holy Spirit.

I had received Jesus in my heart while still a teenager. I
had been preaching the Gospel since I was nineteen years
old. I had known and loved the Lord with as much of my-
self as I knew how. Yet, on Epiphany of that year, the
Lord “showed up,” in a new way, immersed me in his Love
and Power. He brought with him spiritual gifts of which I
had not before been aware.

Those gifts were not gold, frankincense or myrrh - im-
portant and valuable as they were as offerings to the Christ
child by the Wise Men from the east. The Holy Spirit im-
parted God’s gifts of knowledge, wisdom, discernment,
faith, miracles, healing, prophecy, tongues and interpreta-
tion of tongues—supernatural gifts that came as the Holy
Spirit was released in my life to accomplish his work.

The Magi offered Jesus the most valuable gifts they could of-
fer as an expression of their adoration of him, “who was born
king of the Jews.”

When God “manifests” himself in our lives, he gives the
most valuable Gift he has to those who will receive, and
that is the Gift of himself—his Spirit. Then he manifests
his fruit of Love which “shows forth” in Joy, Peace, Pa-
tience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and
Self Control. [Galatians 5:22] Epiphany!

Like the Magi who returned home by another route, on
that Epiphany of 1971, God set my feet on a new path. By
God’s Grace, I continue to walk by another route—his!
Epiphany! It is yet another reason to celebrate God’s love!

WEB-PAGE
Wind of the Spirit Web Page address is
WWW.WOSm-Nw.org




MID-YEAR WOSM BOARD AND COUNCIL
The Mid-Year meeting of the Board and Council will be held on
Saturday, January 16, 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. All Board of Direc-
tors and Support Council Members are encouraged to be present.
Important decisions need to be made regarding our future minis-
try events and relationships.

FEBRUARY HEALING ACADEMY

We are excited to announce that Jeremy and Joy Ellington
will be here from India to be a part of the teaching staff for the
Healing Academy that will be conducted February 16-20, 2016.

Jeremy will be teaching sessions on The Word of Knowledge
and Healing of Emotional Hurts. Joy will teach the sessions on
The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit and Deliverance.

This promises to be an exciting time as we join our teaching
staffs and begin working together in a shared ministry.

Jeremy and Joy will intern with Wind of the Spirit Ministries
while here in the States February 10 through March 20, then
again July through September.

Local pastors have already begun to extend invitations to the
Ellingtons to speak at their church while they are in the States.

Please contact the Wind of the Spirit Ministries’ office in Sil-
verdale to make arrangements for a ministry event with them in
your church. The office number is 360-692-9813 Ext 14. Jean,
our Office Administrator, will be happy to help you make those
arrangements.

Please see the enclosed brochure that gives details related to
the February Healing Academy.

ELLINGTON’S ADDRESS IN THE U.S.

Jeremy and Joy Ellington will be living with Larry Eddings in
his home during their stay in the States in the February-March
time frame. The address is 9140 Olson Road NW, Bremerton,
WA, 98311. They may be reached through the Wind of the
Spirit Ministries Office, Room 101 of the Silverdale United
Methodist Church, phone 360-692-9813 Ext.14.

PRAYER NEEDS

1. That God guide the Ellingtons as they raise up and pre-
pare leadership for their local church in India for the
time they will be away here in the states.

2. Good travel arrangements and safe travel from India to
America on February 10.

3. Quality family time with their children from whom they
have been separated for extended periods of time. Es-
ther and David are at Universities here in the states.
Joshua attends high school in Ooty, several hours dis-
tance from their home in India.

4. Wisdom for Wind of the Spirit Ministries leadership as
we endeavor to follow God’s direction in utilizing the
spiritual gifts of both ministries to the glory of God and
the work of God’s Kingdom here on earth.

5. Continuing good health and strength for the work to
which God is yet calling us to do.
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“He gave some to be apos-
tles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers, to
equip God’s people for
works of service, so that the
Body of Christ may be built
up ...attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of
Christ. Ephesians 4:11
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MINISTRY CALENDAR

PLEASE POST AND PRAY FOR THIS EVENT

OTHER MINISTRY EVENTS ARE IN THE PLANNING STAGES
Eddings Email address:

January 16—Mid-Year Meeting of Board of Directors and Sup-
port Council of Wind of the Spirit Ministries.
21-23—National Association of United Methodist
Evangelists, Goodlettsville, TN
24—Preach, Irondale UMC in Irondale, AL
February 16-20—Healing Academy at The United Methodist
Church, Silverdale, WA
April 7-9—Preach, Regional Conference on The Holy Spirit,
Peoria, IL
July 19-21—Bishop’s Convocation and Worker’s Conference,
Baguio, Philippines, with Bishop Rudy Juan
July 21-24—Aldersgate Conference on the Holy Spirit,
Lexington, KY.




