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Pride: Good or Bad?
The Bible, and especially the book of Proverbs, has a lot
to say about pride. Proverbs 16:18 is one of the most
well known, and it offers a general template for many of
the rest of the verses we typically associate with the
feeling. It instructs us that “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall (NRSVUE).” For
the most part, I very much agree. Usually I would offer
this and the many verses like it as evidence to a world
that loves the sound of its own voice that perhaps it is
time to turn down the volume. Perhaps we are praising
ourselves into destruction, as our haughtiness signals a
looming fall in the near distance. Usually I think that, but
not today. Well, at least not at this exact moment.
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PLEASE NOTE:

The term pride is nuanced to say the least. It can mean
arrogance like described so often in Proverbs. It can describe the toxic feelings of invincibility that lead us to do
foolish things. It can describe the love we often have of
hearing that we are right that leads us to only associate
with people who agree with us so that we will only hear
the echoes of our own ideas as we bask in the praise
that we know will come when we have eliminated all opposing voices from reaching our ears. These examples
certainly offer pride’s pitfalls for all to see, but a deeper
look at the term “pride” offers another way to understand
it, as is often the case.
Paul often speaks of it as boasting. In 2 Corinthians 10,
as well as numerous other places, he instructs us to
“boast in the Lord.” Boasting, as we are taught when we
are children, is the language that pride speaks, and if
pride is bad, we know we should not boast. So, Paul,
what gives?

The difference between arrogance and holy pride is simple, consider the source. Is your pride based solely on
yourself? Is it based on what you feel able to accomplish or gain? Or is it based on something God has
done? This is the difference Paul seeks to highlight, and
it is one we need to see clearly today.
Speaking of today, (written on 8/22) it is the first day of
school. It is a day where around ninety students who
had no school supplies will walk into school wellequipped because we put aside arrogance and denominationalism to work with other churches and equip them.
God made that happen, and I am proud of it. I hope you
are too.
It is also a day that our teachers start their school year
having been shown that we appreciate them, and having been offered that boost by a group of (to some of
them) strangers. They know they are cared for, and that
their purpose matters. God did that, and used us to do
so, and I am proud of what God did through us. I hope
you are too.
We have many reasons to be proud of who we are, not
because of our greatness, but because of the God who
made us and makes great things happen if we let God
work through us. So while I never want us to be arrogant as Proverbs warns against, I certainly hope that
this church will stand proud as Paul calls us to be.
Proud of the God we serve, and the revolutionary love
that God uses us to bring to the world. Be proud, not because of who we have been, but who God is today, and
what God will do tomorrow, to bring bright light and
hope into the world.

Your Pastor,
Rev. Dr. Court Greene

Experience God with Canton First
Sunday: September 11, 2022
9:45 Sunday School Adults-FH, Children - 3rd Floor
11:00 Worship in-person, Facebook, YouTube & WPTL
Tuesday
3:30 Staff Meeting
Wednesday
6:00 RETURN of Wednesday Night Bible Study in
the Fellowship Hall. Study will be the book of
Revelation.
7:00 Choir Practice-Never sang in the choir? Come
see for your-self how fun it is! All hands on deck
for Christmas Music!
Sunday: September 18, 2022
9:45 Sunday School Adults-FH, Children - 3rd Floor
11:00 Worship in-person, Facebook, YouTube & WPTL
Special Worship Music by Renee Woods
Tuesday
3:30 Staff Meeting
Wednesday
6:00 Revelation Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.
7:00 Choir Practice in the Choir Room.
Sunday: September 25, 2022
9:45 Sunday School Adults-FH, Children - 3rd Floor
11:00 Worship in-person, Facebook, YouTube & WPTL
Tuesday
3:30 Staff Meeting
Wednesday
6:00 Revelation Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.
7:00 Choir Practice in the Choir Room.
Sunday: October 2, 2022—HOMECOMING
9:45 Sunday School Adults-FH, Children - 3rd Floor
11:00
Worship in-person, Facebook, YouTube & WPTL
12:00
Lunch in the Fellowship Hall
Tuesday
3:30 Staff Meeting
Wednesday
6:00 Revelation Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall.
7:00 Choir Practice in the Choir Room.

