In 1970 the Uptown congregation decided to develop a program to
start a school for young people in the rural area of Ethiopia, along
with preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. To make the designed
plan practical, Eromo Kelbisow was brought to the United States to
be trained. Eromo attended and graduated from Southwestern
Christian College and Pepperdine University. After his graduation
in 1976 he returned to Ethiopia to begin a preacher training
program. From 1976 to 1987, the Figueroa church, the Crenshaw
church and the Santa Monica church of Christ, in the Los Angeles
area of California, were heavily involved in the Ethiopia mission
work along with the Uptown church of Christ. During those years
the church in Ethiopia grew in numbers and quality as a result of
the good work done by the mission. The major projects operating
at this time were: African Relief Funds, coordinated by Brother R.N.
Hogan, minister of the Figueroa church of Christ; Ancha Health
Clinic Project, coordinated by Brother Billy Curl, minister of the
Crenshaw church of Christ; clothing and grain drive, coordinated by
the late James M. Butler of the Uptown church of Christ and
brother Joseph Lett of Uptown; and Ethiopian Mission Building
Project, coordinated by R.N. Hogan and Calvin Bowers, ministers
of the Figueroa church in Los Angeles.

The Uptown church of Christ Eldership agreed it was in the best
interest of the Ethiopian Mission Work, Hands Across the Sea, to
transfer the oversight to the Crenshaw church of Christ Eldership.
The Crenshaw church is committed and deeply involved in this
worthy program. The Eldership is committed to the Lord’s work in
Ethiopia and is dedicated to overseeing the proper and most
effective use of all funds contributed by other congregations and
individual Christians. Therefore, all congregations and individual
Christians throughout the United States are invited to pray and
financially support this worthy cause in order to advance the cause
of Christ in Ethiopia; also to meet the challenges that are before us.

This mission- Hands Across the Sea- has been involved in
preaching and teaching the gospel of Christ, distributing Bibles,
training church leaders and preachers, and educating young
people in two church supported schools in Ethiopia.

PREACHERS

Many native preachers live on small farms
in the rural area of Southern Ethiopia
where the local congregations cannot
afford to support their own preacher.
Therefore, they are dependent on outside
support. The Ethiopian Mission — Hands
Across the Sea — assists preachers by
raising funds from churches of Christ in the
United States. At the present time, the
mission supports more than forty-six (46)
preachers in Ethiopia. Still hundreds of
local congregations need preachers and
su_pport.

Training programs for church leaders,
preachers, and Bible teachers at Addis
Ababa and Ancha have been designed to
help the local congregations in preparing

men to serve the local congregations
throughout the country of Ethiopia.

SCHOOLS

Ethiopian Mission-Hands Across the Sea- (Locally the Uptown
church of Christ Mission) used to have two schools with over

1,000 students with over fifty workers (teachers and support staff
including the official workers). At the present time the government
of Ethiopia closed one of our schools in Addis Ababa for not
meeting the government’s standard. However, our school at Ancha
is still open and functioning. Please pray and help us to reopen our
closed school in Addis Ababa by meeting the Ethiopian government
standards.

Incomplete school foundation

CHALLENGES AHEAD OF US

Internal Challenges:

1. Shortage of qualified and committed preachers and
Bible school teachers.

2. Not having well established Bible school to prepare men
to serve in different areas of the local congregations.

3. Schools are losing well qualified and experienced teachers
and principals.

External Challenges:

1. Rapid social changes.

2. Competition of other religious organizations.

3. High governmental and community expectations of service.

4. The school facilities have not met the government standards at
Ancha.

Meeting Challenges:
1. Finishing two unfinished buildings at Ancha in Kambata.

2. Raising more funds to maintain and expand the mission work.
3. Building and operating the Bible training school for preachers.
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Contibutions can be made to Ethiopian Mission C/O:

2719 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90008
Phone: (323) 292-2100 « Fax: (323) 290-2300
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23) 290-2300

For Mission Information contact
Brother Eromo Kelbisow at the following e-mail:
keromo2002@yahoo.com

Los Angeles, CA 90008

www.crenshawchurchof

bcurl290@aol.com Ancha School in Kembata

2719 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Phone: (323) 292-2100 « Fax:
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