“Above and Beyond” (Matthew 5:17-20)

Do you remember the ofstar Trektelevision series? It captured the imaginatioarokntire generation
when it first came out. The crew of the starshifBUEhterprise endeavored on a five—year mission—-to
boldly go where no man has gone before.” “Go beyohkat was the mission of the starship Enterprise
and its crew. And each episode recounted theirreeqpees as they boldly went forth.

Perhaps you've wished to live a Sci—Fi life. Waskhool, church, and even your marriage and kids are
bit monotonous. There’s part of you that would likeembark on a Star Trek—like adventure. Yet, you
realize this is fictitious. (It is fictitious, rigR) Closer to our galaxy, have you ever longedatbgyond

the natural realm? Do you aspire to live a superaatife above your present circumstances? Ittse,
Bible has a definitive word for you. In Matthew 3220, Jesus urges you and me to boldly go where we
have never gone before. In these four verses, dedos us understand how the commands of the Old
Testament apply to our livédn short, Jesus say3/fe must go above and beydnd

1. Fulfill the Law through Jesus(5:17-18).In this first section, we are called to recogrizat Jesus has
fulfilled the Old Testament. In 5:17, Jesus be@iipsaying,'Do not think that | came to abolish the
Law or the Prophets[the Old Testamefit | did not come to abolish but to fulfill.” This verse is one
of the most important verses in the Bible. For llsgus explains one of the reasons that He came to
earth—He came to fulfill the entire Old Testam&adesus’ first words are: “Do not thinkBeing the
world’'s greatest teacher, Jesus liked to clearagsiple misunderstandings. Jesus is respondirgeto t
erroneous view that He came to “abolish” the Oldt&ment. Obviously, this is utter nonsense! The Old
Testament was the Bible of the early church anenitains the only way that we can properly intergivet
New Testament. Instead of abolishing the Old Testamlesus says, “I came” or “I| have conte’point
to His mission to fulfill the Old TestamehGod’s Word was essential to the personal missidtesus’
life. Is this true for you as well? What role dé&sd’s Word play in your goals, perspectives, and
convictions? Do you run your life through the goiidthe Scriptures?

Jesus states that He did not come to “abolishOlaeTestament. “Abolish”’Katalug is a very strong
word. In its other three usages in Matthew, théveused of demolishing a templdesus says, “I didn’t
come to demolish the Old Testament”; instead, leaifulfill” it. 8 The question is, “What did Jesus
mean by the word fulfill?” This is one of the magtbated questions in the New Testament. Yet, three
points flesh out Jesus’ meanihg.

» Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies abthg MessiahThe word “fulfill” (plerog
occurs numerous times in Matthew, and it normalkans “to bring to its intended meanirg.”
“Fulfill” does not mean “to bring to an end.” Rath& means, “to fill out, expand, or complefé."
Concerning the Old Testament, we could say thatsJé#led it up” or “filled it full” with
meaning"* Whether we study the furnishings of the templepprthe messianic passages in the
Psalms, or delve into the details of Isaiah 53s@® Jesus Christ. Just as the fetus is fulfilled in
the adult human, so Christ is the fulfilment o#BId Testamertf We could go so far as to say
that the primary purpose of the Old Testament jgdiat to Christ. Therefore, Jesus does not
contradict the Old Testament; He's the culminabbit. The entire Old Testament points to Jesus
and will be fulfilled in Him, down to the smalledétail

My wife, Lori, is an amazing artist. She will oft@encil sketch various people and animals and
then allow our children to color them in. Similartiie Old Testament is the pencil sketch and
Jesus is the portrditWhen we color in the lines of the Old Testamert,can clearly and
beautifully see Jesus. Have you sought to coltlérpencil sketch of the Old Testament? Have
you seen your Savior as you have read the Old Test?



« Jesus’ death fulfilled the Old Testament LawThe Law prescribed a system of sacrifices to
deal with sin. For 1500 years, day after day, wadfedr week, and especially year after year, the
people brought their sacrifices. These offeringsi§ied that sin brings punishment and only
death and blood could release someone from thashmment. Those thousands of dead animals
pointed forward to a sacrifice. That's why John Bamtizer exclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world” (Johr91*2 Through Jesus’ sinless life and
sacrificial death, the penalty for sin has been p@hrist provided a way of salvation that meets
all Old Testament requirements and demands (Rofih 3D° When you believe in Christ as
your Savior, you have fulfilled the Law and willtrsuffer the eternal consequences of breaking
the Law. If you have never placed your faith in i8f's death for your sins, please do so right
now. The price has been paid; all you have to dedsive the provision God has made.

» Jesus’ teaching fulfilled the Old Testament Lan Deuteronomy 18:15-20, Moses prophesied
that God would speak anew through a prophet likesklf. The teaching of Jesus fleshes out and
reveals the full depth of meaning in the Old Tesatff Jesus was the final Interpreter of and
Authority over the Law and its meaning, as othesspges in Matthew indicate. Jesus restated
some of the Old Testament Laws (19:18-19), but ddmeodified (5:31-32). Some He
intensified (5:21-22, 27-28), and others He chamigficantly (5:33-37, 38-42, 43-47). Some
Laws He abrogated entirely (Mark 7:15-19). Jesus e advocating the continuation of the
traditional Jewish approach of adherence to the. INav was He advocating that the Law be
dismissed altogether. He was proclaiming that teaning of the Law must be interpreted in
light of His coming and in light of the profoundariges introduced by His teachiftlg.

At this juncture, perhaps you are nodding your headiuttering hearty amen’s. “Yes, that's right
brother, we are not under law but under grace!” Mafore you get too excited, you must
recognize that although we are not under the Ofdaheent Law that doesn’t mean we are not
underanylaw. | think about the young man who was tiredhisfparents’ rules about curfews,
grooming, and chores around the house. He sagn't wait until I'm old enough to get out of
here so that | can join the Marines.” Poor guyvt#es about to trade one set of rules for a
different and, in many ways, stricter set of riffelm Matt 5:21-48, we will see that Jesus fills up
and intensifies the meaning of many of the Old dment Laws.

Jesus life, death, and teaching completely futfilee Old Testament Law. Consequently, every asyect
the Old Testament must be seen, interpreted, wed tut in the light of Jesus ChrfatThink of a

powerful searchlight scanning over the night skye Way this light works is that a relatively small
source of light is passed through a great lensghvitiagnifies it into a powerful radiance that sgeea
over the sky. Now, think of a laser beam. Here gihergy source is concentrated; its power source is
transformed into a light of razor—sharp intendityChrist, the Law becomes both a searchlight and a
laser. When the Law passes through the person aridof Christ, it is both focused and enlarged,; its
potential to illumine and guide us is both amptifend intensified? In light of this,we must go above
and beyond

In 5:18, Jesus explains the duration of the LawnHe declaresFor truly | say to you, until heaven
and earth pass away, nét the smallest letter or stroké® shall pass from the Law until all is
accomplished.?’ The phrase, “For truly | say to you” or “I tellyahe truth® is an authoritative
statement backed up by all that Jes#& When we want to emphasize a statement we ofteriNaw
mark my words.” Jesus said that when it comesddible, we can mark not only the words as tru¢, bu
also every letter and even the smallest portionettdrs. In other words, the Bible is binding,
authoritative, and dependable. One implicatiorhis is that to reject the Bible is to reject Jeznd
accuse Him of being a liar! Many people who wantltam Jesus don’t want to accept the Bible as His
Word. But Jesus ruled out that option when He iellife and ministry to the fulfillment of Scripte°



In 5:18, Jesus gives two lessons on the longewnithraliability of the Old Testament: one in astrono
and the other in penmansHigFirst, Jesus deals in astronomy. In this contegaten” is describing the
universe that God created. “Until heaven and gaads away” is a vivid way of saying as long as this
world lasts®” The clause “until heaven and earth pass awayliadified by the further clause “until all is
accomplished.” Whatever was prophesied about i©ideT estament was temporary and would be
fulfilled by Jesus Christ and His future kingdd.

After gazing at the universe through a telescopeis€examines the Law’s penmanship with a
microscop€e’Jesus argues that “not the smallest letter or stsbiall pass from the Law until all is
accomplished.” This statement by Christ providesitls one of the strongest affirmations in the Bibf
the inerrancy of Scripture. Since Jesus is refgrarthe Old Testament, it is likely that in this
penmanship lesson He is reflecting on the Hebreguage. The “smallest letter” of the Hebrew alphabe
is the letteryodh® It is about the size of an apostrophe. The “stroéters to aserif, a minute
distinguishing mark at the end of a Hebrew letteEnglish, this would be akin to the tiny strokatt
distinguishes a capit&@ and a capita. Jesus is saying that every dot or comma in théeB$ inspired
by God. Furthermore, Christ’s lesson about leftekis emphatic way of saying that the Law andtall
teachings will continue. What Jesus does and teaadmplies with the Old Testament; but more, He
completes the Old TestaméffThose who have believed in Christ have through Hiiet all the
requirements of the La#.Therefore, if we want to live a supernatural lifes must go above and
beyond This can only occur when we depend on the perfglsteousness of Christ.

[The Law was fulfilled in Jesus. Now we are exhdiepractically experience this fulfillment in our
own individual lives.]

2. Follow the commandments of Jesu®:19-20).Jesus moves from talking about the Law and the
Prophets to talking about the kingdom. The way #etan live an “above and beyond life” is by
believing in Christ and then seeking to obey Him5119, Jesus say8\Vhoever then® annuls one of

the least of these commandments, and teaches oth&vglo the same, shall be called least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teachesaim, he[or she]shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven.® There are several observations that are worth quatithis verse. First, the word
“whoever” is a general all-encompassing term tpatias to every discipl&. This means that you and |
must grapple with this verse. Second, Jesus’ uleegbhrase “these commandments” does not refer to
the Old Testament commandments (5:17-18). Rattisristreferring to the commandments found in the
Sermon on the Mourit.Jesus has already mentioned a few (5:13—-14),rab21-48, He gives six
examples of how His commands “fulfill” the Laff(We will look at these commandments as we
progress in our series.) Third, Jesus distinguibeéseen disciples in His eternal kingdhT.he

kingdom of heaven is not going to be a classlesiego Some people will be greater than others. &om
will be called “great,” and others will be callelddst.” This means that some individuals will have a
higher standing than others. Everyone will not tpead’ But please notice that disobedient disciples are
still in the kingdom of heaven. Even those who kréssus’ commandments and teach others to do the
same have the free gift of eternal life that carbeotost. This is dependent, however, upon placimajs
faith in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Founiggavenly distinctions are determined by our viewhef
Scriptures. Our attitude toward the Scripturesdsismallness or greatness, honor or disgrace. We ha
two equations here: Disobedience + Deception =d@ishand Obedience + Instruction = Honor.
Specifically, how well you obey and teach the Sarigs determines your reward in the kingdm.
Finally, Jesus is the one who calls His disciplg®ét” or “least.*” Part of the reward of faithfulness is
one’s eventual reputation. Our reputation, our namat we're “called” will be a part of our eternal
reward. Jesus Himself will be the one who specifias certain persons in the kingdom are great—and
that is part of the point. You and | should livesinch a way that God will regard us as great stajec

His kingdom.We must live above and beyond




So let me ask you: What value do you place on Géésd? How much of a “stickler” are you in your
obedience to the Word? Greatness in Christ’s kingdepends on maintaining a high view of Scripture.
Your view of Scripture is the single greatest peeati of your spiritual health. If you love God’s WWlo

and are applying it in your life, you are likelyle sound in every other area of your life. Johrshaie
(1703-1791), the founder of Methodism, said, “l amible—bigot. | follow it in all things, both greand
small.”® Like Wesley, are you a Bible-bigot or are you fetia Christian—picking and choosing what
entrees appeal to you? | challenge you today torhe@an even greater man or woman of the Word. Here
are some ideas to consider as you pursue this'oal.

» Throw away your “Read through the Bible in a Yeapgrograms.Before you label me a heretic,
please recognize the need for baby steps. Mangizims bite off more than they can chew and
end up feeling like failures. As a result, theyegiyp on Bible reading because it doesn’t seem to
work for their schedules. But who says you neee#al the Bible through in a year? Since it took
1600 years to write, what's the big hurry? Why taie two years to read the Bible instead of
one? Why not spend four months on the Psalms aad thonths on Proverbs? Today, spend a
bit of time in God’s Word. Shoot for five minutesx days a week. Honestly, that is better than
reading thirty minutes on one day of the week. thlg baby steps and see if your appetite
grows. The Psalmist declares that God’'s Word ieer also than honey and the drippings of
the honeycomb” (Ps 19:10). Sure sounds betterah@ateful of broccoli, doesn't it?

* Read the Bible in an understandable versiotheNew American Standard Bible Upddbheat |
preach from is designed for those with a twelfthelgr reading level. Admittedly, it is blocky,
choppy, and at times awkwardly translated. HowewbEgn it comes to studying and preaching
the Word, accuracy trumps readability. But when sieeireading the Bible, it may be helpful to
choose a version that isn't so difficult to readiduld recommend thidew Living Translation
New International VersigrContemporary English VersipandToday’s English Versiomhese
Bibles are designed for those who have a readira & approximately seventh-grade. They are
fluid and easy to follow. If you have used a materal version, these other versions can be a
welcomed breath of fresh air that will bring thenfhar Scriptures to life once again.

» Read the Bible observantlfperhaps you like detective and crime shows like. lidso, when
you read the Bible, look for clues that will helpuysee Jesus anew and afresh. Strive to grasp
details that most people would not detect. Whenrga a passage, ask yourself “who, what,
when, where, why, and how” questions. This wilhigra new level of excitement to your Bible
reading. Don't just read a chapter a day to keepl#vil away; read to discover. | have found that
the best Bible students | know are the ones thathesbest questions. Take your time and simply
pour over the Scriptures like a detective searchirgclues and looking for evidence.

» Learn to interpret the Bible correctlyThere are several fundamental rules to apply bieBi
study. (1) Pay careful attention to the contexXt.L@k up key words. (3) Compare the passage
you are studying with other Scriptures. (4) Consahiolars and other Bible students. Use
commentaries and learn from other men and womémeichurch. Test your interpretations out
on other believers to be sure that you're not ewéirge of starting your own cult of one.

* Make application the goal of your Bible study.ou would never think about eating without
chewing. Reading the Bible without applying is li&ting without chewing. We must always ask
this question: How does the biblical truth that/é studied impact my life? Remember, the goal
of Bible study is not just to inform, but to traogh. These five suggestions will help you
progress in your love for God’s Word. My prayer jou is that in your Bible study yao above
and beyond



Jesus concludes this passage in 5:20 with thedthetSermon on the MouriEor | say to you that

unless your righteousness surpasséshat of the scribes and Pharisee®,you will not®® enter the
kingdom of heaven.”Stop and feel the weight of these words. This statd is a shocker! During Jesus’
ministry on earth, the scribes and Pharisees warsidered to be the most holy and righteous pemple
earth®® They were clergy, the professional do-gooderslé®uis’ declaration is like saying, “Unless you
are a greater philanthropist than Mother Theresleagreater evangelist than Billy Graham and atgrea
social reformer than Martin Luther King and a geegtrophet than Muhammad and more peaceable than
Gandhi and wiser than Confucius and more holy tharPope, you're not getting into heaven, period.”
Whew! What do you do with that?

We must recognize that the scribes and Pharisegeghrfasted, tithed, and lived according to thestu
They were pretty good at obeying the external meguénts of God’s Law, but they didn’'t meet the gunc
line of the Sermon on the Mout{tThat comes in 5:48: “Therefore, you are to bequrfas your

heavenly Father is perfect.” This takes the statgémi5:20 to its logical conclusion. God requires
perfection—not relative perfection, where the stadds other people. The standard is God Himselé—th
kind of moral perfection that God Himself exhibithis demand for perfection includes our internal
thoughts, motives, and attitudes. This is wheresthibes and Pharisees failed. They thought that
religious performance made them acceptable to ®et].Jesus says that when we stand before God,
we've got to do better than that. Jesus is notriglabout beating the scribes and Pharisees atdivei
game, but about a different type of righteousnéiegether:® Entering into the kingdom has nothing to
do with keeping the rules like the scribes and Bbas? It has to do with Jesus Chrisffilling the rules
for you. No person apart from Christ can produeerthhteousness that God commands. In kind, iiss H
kind; in degree, it is what mathematicians woulldl ‘the nth degree.” It is beyond calculation! Wikt
God'’s kind of righteousness, no one will enterkimgdom of heaver. We are sinners in need of a
perfect Savior.

A.J. Jacobs, the agnostic senior editoEsfluiremagazine, decided to spend an entire year trgifget
completely obedient to every command in the Bilrle2007, he wrote a book entitl@the Year of Living
Biblically. He says, “One thing | learned was how much lethThat was a little disturbing, but once
you start to pay attention to the amount that ye@ahd gossip and covet and even steal—I| was taken
aback and that was a real eye—operfefhese are profound words from an agnostic. Aebets we too
must be reminded that we need Jesus to solvempraiblem. This recognition ought to compel us to
live our lives in response to His grace.

One summer a family went on an Alaskan cruise.fahely enjoyed the vacation a great deal, but the
dad came home with one observation in particulatr ibally impressed him. He said the flowers in
Alaska are huge! The pansies, day lilies, and irapatall had flowers that were just immense. Even t
dandelions stood two feet above the grass withdtawhat were six inches across. He wondered what
kind of fertilizer the Alaskans were using, but whe inquired they said “none.” Why then, he asked,
the flowers so big? The answer came back: Neadytyhours of sunlight! With that much exposure to
sunlight, anything would grow bigger and strondére same principle applies if | want to grow in Str
If | want to get bigger in love, stronger in patienstand taller in selflessness, shine brightgoitiiness,

| need to spend more time in the S—O-N—the Lordsl&hrist. Jesus perfectly fulfilled the Law foruyo
and me. Now He asks us to follow His commands. ldkan it possible for us to live a supernatural,
above and beyoniife.
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Scripture References
Matthew 5:17-20
Matthew 5:21-48
Matthew 22:34-40
Romans 7:1-6
Romans 8:1-17
Galatians 2:15-21
Galatians 5:16-26

Study Questions

1.

How does Jesus’ teaching “fulfill” the Law and tReophets (5:17)? What is my view of the Old Testathe
Do I regularly read from the Old Testament? Whyb not? Can | see Jesus in the pages of the Old
Testament? If so, where has He been especiallypobid me?

Are there any errors in Scripture (5:18)? Why oywbt? How do | personally reconcile “apparent
contradictories” in the Bible? When skeptics askaheut these supposed inconsistencies, how have |
responded?

Do | value the Scriptures like Jesus does? Howl gaow in my love and appreciation for God's Wohd/hat
has worked for me in the past? Have | talked tamaryabout my lack of Bible reading? Who can helpgnosv
to be a true man or woman of the Word?

When have | been guilty of breaking God’s Law amdreencouraging others to do the same (5:19)? Wi
the consequences of my disobedience? Am | aspibg called “great in the kingdom of heaven?” Why
why not? Does it concern me that | could be cdiledst” and forfeit the rewards that could be mine?

What or who am | trusting in for eternal life (5)2How would I tell my coworker, neighbor, classmdtiend,
or family member how to enter the kingdom of he&/enmy gospel presentation crystal clear in my own
mind? Is it true to the Scriptures?
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represent a very small thing, as when we say,dést’'t make one iota of difference.”

% Dockery & GarlandSeeking the Kingdomd1.

37 Ed Glasscockylatthew Moody Gospel Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 19918.1

% The conjunctioroun (“therefore, then”) is excluded by the NIV, butsphatic in the ESV, HSB, and NRSV.
(“Therefore” is the first word in these English siens).

% Paul agrees with Jesus’ words when he calls the“baly...righteous...good” (Rom 7:7, 12). He also s&ys
Timothy that “the Law is good, if one uses it LaVifti(1 Tim 1:8).

“0 Blomberg,Matthew 105 and TalberReading the Sermon on the Maus® states that the context suggests that
this verse is primarily intended for Jesus— dissptteachers of God’s Word.

L carsonSermon on the MounB8.

“2 ilkins, Matthew 236. Two very interesting verses that suppos Wew are found in Matthew’s gospel: Matt
11:12 “From the days of John the Baptist until rtbe kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and vioteat take it
by force. For all the prophets and the Law propesintil John.” Jesus is saying “From John the Baph, the
kingdom of heaven advances (cf. Luke 16:16f). M&8t62: And Jesus said to them, “Therefore everjpsarho
has become a disciple of the kingdom of heaveikesd head of a household, who brings out of leiagure things
new and old.”

3 ContraWilkins, Matthew 230, who writes, “Least’ and ‘great’ are waysacknowledge in this present life those
who have been faithful in word and deed to the ataawill of God as it is taught by Jesus.”

*4 We see this kind of comparison of least and getae other times in Matthew: Matt 11:11: “Trulgpay to you,
among those born of women there has not arisemanyeeater than John the Baptist! Yet the one wheast in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” Matt 18Vhoever then humbles himself as this childjshthe
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”

*> The idea of gradations of privilege or dishonottia kingdom occurs elsewhere in the synoptic GegMatt
20:20-28; cf. Luke 12:47-48).

“6 Notice that there will be people in the kingdomosé view of Scripture will not be the same beftrytenter the
kingdom. All will be righteous, but their obedientoeand attitude toward Scripture will vary.

" Michael EatonThe Way that Leads to Li{&reat Britain: Christian Focus, 1999), 61.



“8 preaching Today citation: John Wesley in his Jau@hristianity Today Vol. 40, no. 7.

9 Robert JeffresGuilt—Free Living(Wheaton: Tyndale, 1995), 192—204.

0 The word “surpass’perisseud refers to ajuality of righteousness over a quantity of righteousness.

*1 The two religious groups mentioned are often phinethe Gospels (eleven times in Matthew).

%2 Again (cf. 5:18), this phrase includes the Greelttile negativeu me(“certainly not”).

%3 GlasscockMatthew 119 notes that “scribes were the religious saksadéthe time. Their primary function was to
copy and preserve the Scriptures. The scribes alsoeexpositors of the Law, often called Lawyers] aormally
members of the party of Pharisees. The Phariseesauwligious party somewhat like the DemocraRepublican
Party in the American political system.”

*4 Jesus rebuked the scribes and the Pharisees &oring on the minors while minoring on the majofsée Matt
23). Dockery & GarlandSeeking the Kingdord3—44.

% FranceThe Gospel of Matthewi89.

% The phrase “enter the kingdom” occurs seven dthess in the NT (Matt 7:21; 18:3; 19:23, 24; Mark B, John
3:5; Acts 14:22). The condition for entering in Bvease is faith alone.

%" John PhillipsExploring the Gospel of Matthe(@rand Rapids: Kregel, 2005), 97.

8 A.J. JacobsThe Year of Living BiblicallyNew York: Simon & Schuster, 2007). See
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/disias/2007/10/04/D12007100401575.html




