“Grand Reversals” (Matthew 5:1-12)

| have always been amused by oxymorons. An oxymizrarcombination of contradictory words that
shouldn’t be linked together. Let me offer a fevammples: airline food, brotherly love, Hell's Angels
jumbo shrimp, pretty ugly, rap music, sensitive ,garyd short sermon. Oxymorons are common in
everyday speech and in the Scriptures. This iscilpetrue when Jesus is speaking. Initially, waynbe
perplexed by Jesus’ oxymorons, but rather quicldywill see that His words are life. In Matt 5:1-1&
kick off our series “Counter-Cultural Christianitythis series walks through the Sermon on the Meunt
the greatest sermon ever preached by the greatesther who has ever lived.

But before we consider Jesus’ words, we need tapesful attention to Matthew's introduction in 521
“When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mouih; and after He sat down, His disciples
came to Him. He opened His mouthand began to teach them.These verses make it clear that Jesus
intentionally distanced Himself from the crowdstthad been following Himi.He escaped by climbing

up on a mountainside and sitting dowhhe disciples then came up the mountainside tenlito Jesus

and He taughtthem”* Jesus is preparing His disciples for leadershigigfuture kingdon.

Before we launch into Jesus’ sermon, several imitiaervations are necessary. (1) These verses are
popularly knows as “the beatitudes.” This Englistrav‘beatitude” implies that these verses areualés;
however, the word “beatitude” is derived from thegih termbeatusthat means “blessed.” It is only a
coincidence of the English language that the idehesattitudes” or “attitudes of being” is suggedtby
the Latin word for blessing(2) Each of these eighteatitudes begins with a timeless promise of rdwar
This is indicated by the word “blessedfigkariod.? In this context, the primary sense of the word
“blessed” is approvalTo be blessed is to experience the joy of beimya@d by God. It is the applause
of heaven! (3) All of these beatitudes are despligedur present age. (4) All of these beatitudssldse

a future reversal in the making. Those who exhii@tcharacteristics in 5:3—12 may not be honored on
earth, but their eternal reward will be great. Rerore, there will be a sense of joy and satigfathat
will permeate their lives even here on earth. (8¢ Se beatitudes are intended to characterize every
disciple, not just the “spiritual elite.” We capick and choose which ones we want to fulfill—these
beatitudes are a packaged d8dlhese are not eight separate groups of disciptese who are meek and
others who hunger for God. It's easy to make th&take of saying, “I'm just not merciful” or “I'm gt

not a peacemaker.” We can't pick the easy onesgmmte the difficult ones, like being pure and lgein
prepared for persecutidh.

Okay, now we are finally ready to study the eigiatitudes? The first set of four beatitudes focus on our
vertical relationship to Gotf:the second set of four on our horizontal relatigmso people. Each of the
eight builds upon the other so that there is anzamgly beautiful and compelling progression.

Beatitude #1: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, fotheirs is the kingdom of heaven” (5:3) The word
that is translated “poorpocho3 refers to a person who doesn’t have sufficientfalothing, or shelter.
This is not a person who is forced to draw uporirggvfor one month; this person has nothingb be
“poor in spirit™® refers to being a “spiritual beggdr.Tt means being completely destitute in the realm o
the spirit, being totally dependéhon the goodness of GAUThis is the type of person that God esteems
(Isa 57:15; 66:2b). Martin Luther (1438-1546), omad&l, “God created out of nothing. Therefore uantil
man is nothing, God can make nothing out of hiffOne of the most freeing experiences of my life is
acknowledging my wretched state. | freely tell oghthat | am spiritually bankruptapart from God? It

has been derogatorily said that, “Christianity &ratch!” Unlike many Christians, | never become
offended or defensive when | hear this statemeadrde with it! Christianity is my crutch; it issal my
walker and my wheelchair. Apart from Christ and tiechings of Christianity, | would be incapable of
living my life in a way that pleases God.



We must learn to stop comparing ourselves to gibeple. Instead, we are to compare ourselves tdth t
perfect Lord Jesus. He is our standard and weiihlicdf measure up. Imagine that two people each owe
ten million dollars. For repayment, one may have throusand dollars and another, one dollar. Oae is
thousand times better off than the other; butéfjtbwe ten million dollars, they are both bankAipt.
Disciples who are “poor in spirit” recognize thepiritual bankruptcy before God. Consequently, they
vulnerable, transparent, and authentic about tveir failures and sins. We talk disparagingly about
“needy” people. But every disciple ought to be ‘thgefor Jesus Christ. We are to be utterly depehden
upon Him in every area of our lives. We ought tg, $desus, | can’t stay married apart from Youamh't
raise my children apart from You. | can’t work nopjapart from You. | can’t stay pure apart from You
Jesus, | need You! Without You | am absolutely maghi

Those disciples who are “poor in spirit” are proaai$the kingdom of heaverd®Notice the present
tense: “for theirgs the kingdom of heaven.” “The kingdom of heavenMatthew is synonymous with
“the kingdom of God” (19:23-24) and often refershe reign of God, not heaven. Those who are “poor
in spirizts” will participate in a greater degreerafership in the kingdom of heaven, both now anthin
future:

Beatitude #2: “Blessed are those who mourn, for theshall be comforted” (5:4)?° The word “mourn”

in this context refers to mourning over 8inWe should mourn the lack of righteousness in dwueseour
churches, and our society (in that order). We shaldo long for God to eradicate sin and usherign H
perfect justice. To mourn, then, is to lament thatkingdom has not come and God’s will is not yet
done? True Christianity manifests itself in what we ayer and what we laugh about. So often, we
laugh at the things that we should weep over arepvaeer the things we should laugh at. In our hefart
hearts, what do we weep about? What do we laughtZBéf we are characterized by mourning, we shall
be comforted by God now and in the eternal state.

Beatitude #3: “Blessed are the gentle, for they shanherit the earth” (5:5). * Jesus didn’t mean
“blessed are the weak and deficient in courageéerii®” or “meek” originally meant to bridle wild
horses, to put strength and power under contra.Word means “the ability to submit to God’s will.”
The strongest man is not the one who forces hisupiin others but the man who has power and
willingly surrenders it. Moses was called “the mestkman on the face of the earth” (Num 12:3). Even
though he murdered a man and was a strong leagltgaimed to be gentle and meek before God and
man. When attacked or criticized he would do naghint fall on his face and prayOur Lord Jesus also
referred to Himself as gentle (Matt 11:29; cf. 3F%8Paul also listed gentleness in Gal 5:22—23 abne
the products of the Holy Spirit. Those who are eahd humble toward God shall inherit the eartfis T
speaks of coming reward during Christ’s earthlygkiom reign. Is the Lord your refuge? Do you trast i
Him implicitly? If so, you'll experience fulfillmenin this life and reward in the next.

Beatitude #4: “Blessed are those who hunger and tist for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied
(5:6).”% This beatitude is particularly interesting. Jedoss not say that He is looking for people who
possessighteousness, but for people who want it desplgrate don't yet have it. Matthew most
commonly uses the word “righteousness” to desaiiig—living before God” To “hunger and thirst for
righteousness” is to desire to be Christ-like alaizelse® Think about the last time you were really
hungry or thirsty. You were distracted from whatesise you were attempting to do, right? A person
who is hungry or thirsty tends to push other thiagigle. They are desperate and their top priaity i
satisfying their hunger or thirst. Similarly, “tr@gho hunger and thirst for righteousness” put beng
like Jesus Christ first. The result is they will $atisfied by God in this life and the nékwill you ask
God to cultivate the hunger and thirst that Hepglased within you?

[The first four beatitudes show that God’s apprasdbund when we are humbled by God and respond
appropriately to Him.]



Beatitude #5: “Blessed are the merciful, for theytsall receive mercy” (5:7)3" Mercy is the
willingness to not impose a penalty or a loss ihétlly deserved® Do you have any enemies? Is there
someone in your life who drives you crazy? Graatrthmercy. When others hurt you, will you pray
God's blessing over that person? If God wants $cidiine him or her, He will, but you and | canyra
blessing. You won't be merciful to others unlesghia core of your being you appreciate the meray th
God has shown you. You will want your rights. Yoani fully understand that you deserve nothing.
James 2:13 states “judgment will be merciless ®who has shown no merc¥.1 want God’s mercy! |
am sure you do too. If so, show others the typmearfcy you'd like to receive.

Beatitude #6: “Blessed are the pur® in heart, for they shall see God” (5:8)! Jesus’ words are very
significant. He refers to the “pure in heart.” hetScriptures, the heart describes the inner persdio a
man or woman really is. This is where purity begihsne has internal integrity, it will manifesself in
external integrity’? Jesus took the Pharisees to task on many poegsMatt 23), all of which centered
on the inconsistency between the external andnatgrarts of their lives. The outside parts ofithiges
were exceptionally clean, but on the inside thearts were unclean. They wanted the world to seie th
clean hands while trying to hide their unclean teadr's easier to avoid unclean hands (murdeg|istg,
and gluttony) than an unclean heart (envy, pridtegrness). But in time, the hand manifests theth&a
ultimately, the way to have pure hands is to hagara heart. And pure hearts are only possibldby t
cleansing blood of Jesus Christ. If you desirecartlife, start with a pure heart. Where the hHeads,
the hands will follow”* Today, will you begin to meditate on Ps 139:23-24R the Lord to search your
heart on a daily basis. Spend time in His presandeask Him to help you identify impure thoughtd an
motives. As you learn to make purity a heart matteu will see God in your experience in this li¥eu
will also have greater intimacy with Him in the retal state.

Beatitude #7: “Blessed are the peacemakeféfor they shall be called sons of God” (5:9% Jesus
blesses “peacemaker8, hot peace—keepetsThis means we are not appeasers of men. We deeskt
peace at any price, but we seek to pursue thegbabace (Rom 12:18). This is in keeping with Gogl t
Father who is called the “God of peace” six differémes in the New TestamefitSons and daughters

of God are to exude peace. Jesus says that Hipldiscan become “sons of God.” This is not a exfee

to salvation. Rather, Jesus is referring to theardwf His disciples becoming “sons indeed.” If we
function as peacemakers, we are “called” sons ly (@b Rev 21:7). The phrase “sons of God” deals
with character rather than relationsfifBarnabas was called the “son of encouragemendgs]iithe son
of perdition.” Barnabas was encouraging; Judasdeasned. So if someone is called a “son of God” or a
“daughter of God,” he or she is displaying God'arettter?’

Those disciples who exhibit the above beatitudesilshbe applauded, not booed. Yet, in this workt th
is not how it works? The world is threatened by a Christian lifestyfeonvicts them of sin, and it
condemns their way of life. The natural responsg tlireat is retaliation. | seem to remember someon
telling me that doing the right thing has its owemard. But sometimes, doing the right thing wilhigr
you trouble. That's the message behind this nextitioiele.

Beatitude # 8: “Blessed are those who have been pecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven” (5:10)The word rendered “persecuted” in 5:10 bears tbeidea of
“pursue” or “chase.” A good translation is “harassBlessed are the harassed.” The physical
persecution of Christians is prevalent all overtloeld. Yet, social and verbal persecution or hemaent
can be just as difficult. You may be passed oveafpromotion because of your Christian faith. Yoay
lose your job if you refuse to compromise your ehtonvictions. You may lose your spouse if you
choose to walk with Christ. You may be rejectedctool because you don'’t party with the rest ofryou
peers. You may be rejected by your neighbors becgus do not delight in their gossip. These scesari
of indifference and condescension can sometimémimer to take than physical violence.



Let’s be honest, Jesus messes up this life. Fdlowand you're in for some flack. If you're lookirigr
something that will make your daily life easiemmkoelsewhere. I'm afraid the way of Jesus isn'ingdio
do it for you. | know this is lousy marketing. Appatly, Jesus had no training in sales. No politica
coaching. No speechwriters. Surely they would halgeJesus not to mention the persecution, the
mistreatment, the hurt that can come from followltig. “Accentuate the positive,” they'd say.
“Downplay the persecution.” But Jesus doesn’t ddamhe persecution; He features it. And not only
does He feature it, He goes further. He says thatwve're persecuted as a direct result of follgwin
Him, we are “blessed”"—when we are thrown undetihe for Jesus. In other words, it's good to get
creamed for Christ. That’s right. Good. Jesus s&jse better off persecuted.

Verses 11 and 12 repeat, amplify, and persondiz@érsecution beatitude by a shift from third-pers
(“they”) to second-person (“you”) addre¥dn 5:11 Jesus declaré®lessed are you when people

insult you and persecute you, and falsely say alirkds of evil against you because of MeThere are
two key qualifications in 5:11: “falsely” and “bacse of Me.” The word “falsely” is important. In &th
words, you haven'’t been persecuted until peopldi¢slabout you. If they say that you are a ngsison
and you are, you haven't been persecuted; you jnatéeen accurately evaluated. You are persecuted
when the lies start, and when the lies are condeith your faith in Christ.

In 5:12 Jesus hammers his persecution theme Hétegice and be glad, for your reward in heaven

is great; for in the same way they persecuted thergphets who were before you.’Of all the

beatitudes, this one is the capstone becausthit isne that the Lord Jesus says we should take the
greatest delight in. Jesus commands us to “rejaioe’be glad™ in the midst of persecution. Yet, He is
not asking us to rejoice in suffering itself; we aather to rejoice for two specific reasons. Fiejbice

and be glad “for your rewartin heaven is great® Whatever persecution you endure on earth, God will
make up to you in eternity. Second, rejoice andlbd “for in the same way they persecuted the petyph
who were before you.” Jesus says that we are foligin the footsteps of the Old Testament prophets.
These men were the godliest men of their day aggwrere the most powerfully used by God. They
stood by God’s Word and preached it no matter whabsition came to them. We can rejoice because
we're in great company. Don't get depressed omtfisieor bitter if you are persecuted for Jesugesa
Don’'t weep or say, “How can this be happening t@ Méy is God allowing this?” God is watching you.
He is putting your tears in a bottle. He is stotingm all up and will one day bless you and rewadin

a way that will make up for every distress. Youiarthe noble succession of the great men and women
of God down the ages.

In New York City, there are millions of cats andgdoHowever, New York City is basically just cortere
and steel, so when you have a pet in New York &ity it dies, you can't just go out in the back yand
bury it. The city authorities decided that for $6@y would dispose of your deceased pet for yoe On
lady was enterprising. She thought, “I can rendegraice to people in the city and save them mdney.
She placed an ad in the newspaper that said, “Wenpet dies, | will come and take care of theeaas
for you for $25.” This lady would go to the local8ation Army and buy an old suitcase for two dalla
Then when someone would call about his or hergbet,would go to the home and put the deceased pet i
the suitcase. She would then take a ride on theaybwvhere there are thieves. She would set theasa
down, and she would act like she wasn’t watchinghi&f would come by and steal her suitcase. She’d
look up and say, “Wait! Stop! Thief!” My guess hetpeople who stole those suitcases got a realiseirp
when they got home. A lot of us are like those Néwk thieves. We're chasing after happiness, and we
grab what we think will give us happiness; howevdren we get it, it doesn’t quite deliv&r.

You've heard it said, “Nice guys finish last?” Wetie truth isGodly guys (and gals) finish firdflaybe
not from earth’s perspective but from heaven’s pective, there is great reward when God approves of
your life. Godly guys (and gals) finish first



Copyright © 2008 Keith R. Krell. All rights resemyeAll Scripture quotations, unless indicated, aten from theNew American Standard
Bible, © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1975, 18@d,1995 by The Lockman Foundation, and are ug@etmission.

Permissions: Feel free to reproduce and distrianyearticles written by Keith Krell, in part or whole, in any format, provided that you do not
alter the wording in any way or charge a fee beybedcost of reproduction. It is our desire to agréhis information, not protect or restrict it.
Please include the following statement on anyibisted copy: by Keith Krell, Timeless Word Minigts, 2508 State Ave NE Olympia, WA
98506, 360-352-9044yww.timelessword.com




Scripture References
Matthew 5:1-12
Matthew 11:28-30
Isaiah 61:1-3

Isaiah 1:10-17

Psalm 24:3—-4; 51:6, 10
Philippians 3:7-11
John 15:18-25

Study Questions

1.

Most Christians prefer to apply the Scripturestipalarly the Sermon on the Mount, to someone élgy is it
so difficult to apply God’s Word directly to me {5:2)? Read James 1:19-27. How can | focus my timde a
energy on becoming the disciple that Jesus wdit$o become? What could my spiritual life be liké vias
more concerned about my own sin and spiritual gndhéan the sins and shortcomings of others? Read
Matthew 7:1-6.

How do | view my own Christian growth and spiritit\al5:3)? Do | truly see myself as “spiritually tdaupt”
(5:3)? Am | absolutely dependent upon Christ inrgegea of my life? When is the last time | haveunmed
over my sin or the sin of others (5:4)? In the pastk, how have | demonstrated gentleness withamyly
members, fellow church members, and coworkers 75:5)

Do | hunger and thirst for righteousness (5:6)olfto what degree? If not, what is keeping me ftoenonly
pursuit that can satisfy me? How have | exhibitertey this past week with someone in my life (5K | a
man or woman characterized by purity (5:8)7? Iffemy have | grown in this area of my life? Wouldskavho
know me define me as a peacemaker (5:9)? Why omety

Have | been persecuted for the sake of righteossie$0—12)? How has this occurred in my life? Aradlly
living for Christ in my school, workplace, and niefigprhood? As a disciple of Christ, should | expect
persecution? Read John 15:18-20; Acts 14:22; 1sBtmsians 3:3—4; and 2 Timothy 3:12. How can hfaiity
endure the persecution that will come my way?

When and how have | experienced “blessing” and am@from obeying Christ? Do | truly believe that
obedience pays rich dividends? Am | convinced #hliaick of obedience brings about great loss? Am |
motivated by a desire to please Christ and expegiétis approval? Why or why not?



Notes

! This phrase may sound strange and obvious to glisBrreader; however, this is a Semitic expressied of one
who is about to begin a public address. See Daviglack, “The Translation of Matthew 5:2Bible Translator38
(1987) 241-43.

% Prior to the sermon, the crowds are flocking sude€rom every region (Matt 4:25). At the conclusid the
sermon, the crowds follow Him once again (8:1).

® This may not seem very important, but in the warithe first century, the teacher’s position waportant.
Jewish rabbis might teach while strolling througl tharket or standing up; but if they wanted tachea
authoritatively(cf. 7:28-29), they sat down (see Matt 13:2; 226855). R.T. Francdhe Gospel of MattheWNew
International Commentary on the New Testament (GRapids: Eerdmans, 2007), 158; Thomas Ldfatthew
Westminster Bible Companion (Louisville: Westmimilehn Knox, 1997), 45-46.

* Wilkins writes, “The term ‘disciple’rhathetelsoccurs here for the first time in Matthew; almosttainly they are
the four brothers who have just been called t@follesus (4:18-22), along with any others who maade a
commitment to him by this time. The designatiorsdaiple’ was a general term used to represent avWell of a
variety of different kinds of masters within Judajsbut Jesus fashioned its use throughout his tmyriis a unique
way to describe his own followers.” Michael J. Wi, Matthew NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2004), 192. Blomberg goes even furthdrsaiggests: “His disciples’ seems to presumehkdiiesus]
has already called more than the four describedli&—22. Matthew does not give the names of allvivantil
10:2-4, but 10:1 makes it clear they already hahtalled.” Craig L. Blomberdviatthew New American
Commentary series (Nashville: Broadman, 1992), 97.

® At the conclusion of the sermon (Matt 7:28—8:1ptiMew records that the crowd was “eavesdroppirtujfen
Jesus spoke to His disciples. There are times ittheda when Jesus deliberately moves away from tbeds in
order to be with His disciples (8:18; 13:36; 14:Z2anceThe Gospel of Matthewt56. See also John R.W. Stott,
The Message of the Sermon on the M@dDotwners Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1978), 29ontraD.A. CarsonThe
Sermon on the Mount: An Evangelical Exposition afthew 5-7Grand Rapids: Baker, 1978), 15. Morris points
out that there is no command to “repent” and theexat of the Sermon is designed for those commitigchrist.
Leon Morris,The Gospel According to MattheRillar New Testament Commentary (Grand RapidsdiGans,
1992), 94.

® The basic OT texts for the Beatitudes are Isalt-B3and 61:1-4. Matt 5:3—6 corresponds closelyuiels
beatitudes (Luke 6:20-22). But whereas in Lukeygdisen gives for woes (6:24-26), in Matthew, Jgsasides
four additional beatitudes. The first four are galig passive; the second four are generally motve.

” Although there are nine beatitudes, the ninth151P) is really an expansion of the eighth. SeeidavTurner,
Matthew Baker Exegetical Commentary on the New Testarf@&rand Rapids: Baker, 2008), 146; Franee
Gospel of Matthewl161.

8 BDAG s.v.makarios2 “pertaining to being especially favored, blesdedunate, happy, privileged.” The Hebrew
equivalent iderakah which occurs 415 times in the OT. To bless in@iemeans “to endue with power for
success, prosperity, fecundity, longevity, etc.&Tthea is of conferring or imparting something.edfthis is done
through the laying on of hands or the lifting ohda. Jesus blesses the little children, His dissiphnd His Father
in heaven.

® CarsonThe Sermon on the Moyrit6; Haddon W. Robinsokiyhat Jesus Said About Successful LiyBrand
Rapids: RBC, 1991), 28.

9 The beatitudes are comparable to the fruit ofSpigit in Gal 5:22-23. All nine fruit are to be filled by walking
in the Spirit (Gal 5:17).

1 Stott writes: “The Sermon on the Mount is probabky best-known part of the teaching of Jesus,ghauguably
it is the least understood, and certainly the lestyed.” StottThe Message of the Sermon on the MoLiit

2 These eight beatitudes are in stark contrasta@ight curses found near the conclusion of Jesarshly ministry
(Matt 23).

3 The subjects of the first four beatitudes begithwhe Greek lettep (ptochos pentheo praus andpeinad.

14 |saiah said that the Messiah would be anointeghtémch good tidings to the poor” (Isa 61:1-3).

15 God has chosen many poor people for the gosplelsigned for those who are poor (Jas 2:5).

1% The dative Greek phrase pneumati“in spirit”) should be understood to be practig@quivalent to an adverb,
indicating the “spiritually poor.” Daniel B. WallagGreek Grammar Beyond the Bas{&rand Rapids: Zondervan,
1996), 155.

" Long, Matthew 48.



18 The NEB translates this “know their need of God.”

19 perhaps the best illustration of Jesus’ meanimtjssown parable of the tax collector and the Pieari(Luke
18:10-13).

2 Dwight EdwardsReleasing the Rivers With{€olorado Springs: WaterBrook, 2003), 96.

2L carson;The Sermon on the Moyt7.

22 Eaton may be correct when he writes, “I believertost important phrase in the Sermon on the Misuthis
one. If we understand what it means to be ‘poapinit’ we shall understand the whole Sermon onMlogint.”
Michael Eaton;The Way that Leads to Li{&reat Britain: Christian Focus, 1999), 18-19.

% RobinsonWhat Jesus Said About Successful Livity

2 Wilkins notes, “The first and the eighth beatitsd8:3, 10) form a sort of bookends, another exaropthe
common Hebrew literary device called an inclubecause the causal clause of the first beatitudspeated in the
last beatitude— ‘for theirs is the kingdom of heai\ef. 5:3, 10).” Wilkins,Matthew 205.

% Turner,Matthew 150.ContraMorris, The Gospel According to Matthe@6 who sees this as a reference to
entering heaven.

% |saiah said the Messiah would bind up the brokerted and proclaim the hour when the mourners wbeld
comforted, when their ashes would be replaced drpwan of joy, and their mourning would be replagéth the oil
of gladness (Isa 61:1-3).

" See Ps 119:136; Ezek 9:4; Matt 23:37-38; and REY. 6

% Mourning as a way of life is forbidden in Matt 9:1

29 R. Kent HughesThe Sermon on the Mount: The Message of the KingBogaching the Word Series (Wheaton:
Crossway, 2001), Electronic ed.

%0 This beatitude is much like the promise in Ps 87¢The meek shall possess the land.” This is asidesc psalm
that refers to God’s people inheriting the Promisadd. See also Zeph 3:12-13.

31 Eaton,The Way that Leads to Ljf20.

32 Jesus demonstrated His humility and gentlenesakiyg on the form of a servant in Phil 2:5-8.

% The Psalmist uses the image of hunger and thirgepict his desire for God (Ps 42:3; 63:1; 109)5,

3 See Matt 1:19; 3:15; 5:10, 20, 45, 6:1, and 33s Phactical righteousness is different than Padtstrine of the
imputed righteous of Christ.

% Jesus said to His disciples, “My food is to dowik of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His wo¢ldohn
4:43).

% The future passive that is used in 5:4, 6, 7,%imdplies divine agency. See WallaGreek Grammar Beyond the
Basics 437-38.

3" Turner,Matthew 152 suggests that an allusion to the languadr@f 14:21 and/or Prov 17:5 LXX is likely.

3 The best example of this is Jesus’ parable ofittfergiving servant (Matt 18:23-35).

3 See also Matt 18:33; 9:13; 12:7; 15:22; 17:15; 2Bi@0-31. Charles H. TalbeReading the Sermon on the
Mount: Character Formation and Ethical Decision Niadsin Matthew 5-{Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004), 52.

0 The Greek word for “pure” ikatharos from which we get the English word “cathartic. 6B mean to cleanse,
purge, or purify.

1 Jesus likely has Ps 23:3—4 in mind (cf. Ps 517801).

2 See also TurneMatthew 152.

3 David Jeremiah, “Clean Hand§[bday’s Turning Point9/6-7/08.

* The NLT nails Jesus’ meaning: “God blesses thdse work for peace.”

> The expressed goal of the Messiah—the “Princh@fteace”—is to bring peace to the entire world 9i6—7).
“6 The word “peacemakers” () is only found here i@ MiT.

" Morris, The Gospel According to Mattheh01.

8 See Rom 15:33; 16:20; Phil 4:9; 1 Thess 5:23; &s$18:16 [“Lord"]; and Heb 13:20.

9 France The Gospel of Matthevt69, notes the following descriptions used inthiat: “sons of the kingdom”
(8:12); “sons of the wedding hall” (9:12); “sonstbé evil one” (13:38); and “sons of those whoddlthe prophets”
(23:31).

°0 RobinsonWhat Jesus Said About Successful Liva®y

*1 postmillennialism is not based on Scripture oregiqnce.

2 Bob Kerrey, “Building Character: On Being Persedtit(Matt 5:10-12).

%3 Blomberg,Matthew 101.

** The verbagalliao (“be glad”) is only found here in Matthew. It issary strong word.



% The nourmisthos(“reward”) is used ten times by Matthew, the miasiny NT book (5:12, 46; 6:1, 2, 5, 16;
10:41 [2X], 42; 20:8).

*6 ContraBlomberg,Matthew 101 who insists that the “reward” is heaven.

" Eaton,The Way that Leads to Ljf86.

%8 preaching Today citation: Scott Wenig, Preachindaly #182.



