“From Mina League to Major League” (Luke 19:11-27)

You hear it again and again in sports, businesseduacation: “He or she had so much potentials &
phrase usually spoken about someone who failed tehét was expected or what others perceived was
possible. The words may be applied to the highlyeo college star, the gifted (but lazy) studdm, t
talented but recklessly indulgent actor or actresthe savvy businessperson with no people skilis.

the sad story of “what might have beén.”

In the spiritual realm, God has given every Chaistiinlimited potential. Sadly, many Christians will
never realize their God-given potential. Insteadytwill always wonder “what might have been.”
Fortunately, you may be living up to your potentraChrist. If so, this message will encourage you.
However, if you recognize that you are not curneliting up to your potential in Christ, there ispe.
By God's grace, you can decide today to changedhese of your life. “He or she had so much
potential” doesn't have to be your epitaph. Ratkeu, can live up to your full potential in Christch
fulfill His dreams for your life.

In the parable that we're going to look at, we wilidy three slaves who exhibit three differenpoeses

to their God-given potential. But first, let's bt context (Luke 19:1-10). Jesus has been trayelin
around proclaiming good news. On His way to JeamaHe passes through Jericho and encounters a
chief tax collectof. Zacchaeus is rich, short, and empty. He longe¢alesus so he climbs up in a
sycamore tree so that he can catch sight of Jesde aomes through town. Upon His arrival, Jesus
immediately calls Zacchaeus down from the treesayd, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for today |
must stay at your house.” Filled with joy, Zacchaeesponds, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions |
will give to the poor, andifl have defrauded anyone of anything, | will givaek four times as much.”
Jesus tells Zacchaeus and all the onlookers thbtdson has come to his house.”

The parable that Jesus tells evidently takes plattee home of Zacchaeusis designed to encourage
Zacchaeus to continue in his faithful and genemusse of actiofi It also serves to remind and motivate
you and me that we only have one life to live amdmwust live it to the fullest. Jesus’ bottom lisdhis:

If we don't use what we've been given we will i0s®r, if you prefer,;‘Use it or lose it.” Please turn to
Luke 19:11-27 where we will be struck by two warnirfgsom Jesus.

1. Invest your life while Christ is away(19:11-14).Luke provides an introduction to Jesus’ parable in
19:11:*While they were listening to these things, Jesusent on to tell a parable, because He was
near Jerusalem, and they supposed that the kingdowf God was going to appear immediately.”
Jesus is moving toward Jerusalem for the greatriphal Entry (19:28-48). The excitement is building.
The disciples and many of the people believe thiatis the “moment of truth”—the time when Jesulf wi
institute His earthly kingdorhHowever, this assumption is mistaken. The dissipied the crowd didn’t
realize that Jesus would suffer and die, be raagmih, ascend into heaven, and that many yeargvgoul
by before He returned to establish His kingdom.réfeee, Jesus will explain that the coming of His
kingdom will be delayed He wants to let His hearers know what they argesigd to be doing in His
absegnce. Thus, we must be prepared for a lengtigdpef delay in which we are to faithfully serve
God:

Now in 19:12, Jesus begins His parabfenobleman went to a distant country to receive &ingdom
for himself, and then return.”*® Theologically, this parable alludes to the expearéeaf Jesus in a
number of ways: (1) Jesus was born of noble hirtinat He was divinely conceived (cf. 1:31-33). (2)
After Jesus’ death and resurrection, He ascendkdawen to receive His kingship (cf. 24:50-51; Acts
1:9-12). (3) After an interval, Jesus will retummdamake visible that kingship (cf. 21:27; Acts 1B
The correctness of these identifications beconesret as the parable unfolds.



In 19:13, Jesus continues His parabdand he [the noblemantalled ten of his slaves, and gave them
ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with thisntil | come back.” Ten is apparently a round
number representing all of the nobleman’s slawesusldid not mean just His twelve disciples. This
description of ten slaves refers to all believ@esus pictures His slaves as investors who arensie
to “do business” (i.e., invest the mina) during Hizssence. They are not supposed to sit arounchgaiti
for Him to return. Rather, they are to be activétyng business for Him with what He entrusted tnth
for the day will certainly come when He will returt that time, each slave must give an account for
what he has done.

Notice the nobleman gives each of his ten slavesntina. A mina was a bag of coins, usually silteat
weighed approximately one poutfd=rom the marginal note found in the NASB we camrie¢hat a mina
was equivalent to nearly 100 days’ wadE§he nobleman’s purpose was not merely increasig h
wealth. His overarching purpose was onéegfingto see which of his slaves would be worthy of tgea
responsibility in his kingdom when he returriéd.

Theologically, the mina seems to represent lif@geptial™® Every Christian receives the same sum
representing the one life that each has to investhrist'® Since it is baseball season, we can call this
“mina league.” The mina league—our earthly respulises—prepares us for the major league—our
eternal responsibilities. Thus, our earthly livesse a dual purpose. We are carrying out God'stwill
please Him in everything we do (Col 3:17, 23). Betare also in training for our eternal assignments
Earth is our temporary world to prepare us foraherlasting kingdom. By living each day to pleasslG
we can make today count for eternity. This is wieyneed to view our lives not in terms of seventy or
eighty years on earth, but in light of forever. Tl of this life is the beginning of the nékT.herefore,
we must use this life for God’s purposes.

Pretend you are given a bank account that recaifessh deposit of $86,400 every day. You aretfree
spend the money any way you want, but the unsdahbte is not carried forward to the next day.
Regardless of what you've spent by the end of e the balance is reset daily at $86,400. Whatldvou
you do with such a bank account? Now considerdhtethat each dollar represents the number of
seconds in one day: 24x60x60= 86,400 seconds. thagare “spent” they disappear; and the balance is
reset at 12:00:01 a.m. every day.

Some people become slaves of what they have, Ifvamgic lives, trying to spend time, talent, and
treasure before they lose it. In so doing, theyohexr servants of things that are supposed to seeve. t
Jesus said we cannot serve both God and moneggtbfrthis world). And the only way to keep our
priorities straight is to have a wise, godly pl@nday I'm going to glorify God this way with my tin
talent, and treasure. Do you have such a plan?

In 19:14, Jesus say®ut his citizens hated him and sent a delegationfeer him, saying, ‘We do not
want this man to reign over us’ (cf. Matt 22:6; Acts 17:7). These citizens représembelieving Jews.
Jesus was near Jerusalem, and in a few days Hel Wweat the Jews protest to Pilate, “We have no king
but Caesar!” (John 19:15) In other words, “We wilk have this man reign over uS'The Jews, and
particularly their religious leaders, resisted 3esghtful claim to be their King. But beyond this
historical reality, this verse also represents g¢hisworld that is hostile toward God and doeswant to
submit to Jesus as King. It is in this hostile \@dHat we are to “do business” with the mina tlestu3

has given us. What a reminder that serving the iorbt easy. There will be opposition. Undoubtedly
the slaves in Luke were not popular with those Wwated the King. Likewise, when we stand with Jesus
we will become a target to some. The apostle Randgnized this and wrote, “Therefore be very carefu
how you live—not as unwise but as wise, taking athge of every opportunity, because the days are
evil” (Eph 5:15-16, NET).



It is not difficult to understand the story thus, faor is it difficult to see its meaning with reémce to
Jesus’ departure, rejection, and return. Like thi@eman, Jesus came to the earth with great positid
power. Like the nobleman, Jesus’ power greatlydased as a result of His departure. Jesus waseatjec
by men, hung on a cross, put to death, buriededasnd then ascended to heaven, where He now is
seated at the right hand of God. Jesus’ powenisev@n greater than it was when He first cameeo th
earth (cf. Phil 2:9-11). His return to reign ovaslingdom has been delayed (from our human
perspective), but He will surely corfie.

2. Remember your life will be judged(19:15-27).In 19:15, the king returns and deals with his etav
Jesus say$When he [the noblemanteturned, after receiving the kingdom, he orderedhat these
slaves, to whom he had given the money, be calledhim so that he might know what business they
had done.” In 19:15, there is an allusion to the second cgmofnChrist and His visible reigii.No
longer is Jesus seen as the rejected King, Heisagthe King of all the earth who will judge Kiaves.

In 19:16-26, the spotlight falls on three of the staves. It is likely that the chosen three regmethe
differing degrees of faithfulness from the ten skavrlhe three slaves receive three grades: A,dCl-an
In 19:16, the first slave appears sayifiylaster, your mina has made ten minas more.”This first
slave gained 1,000 percent on his master's minavétea faithful and effective slave. He also wisity
not take the credit for his success. He did not ‘9dgster, my great business skill has multipliexdiy
mina.” Rather, he ascribes the increase to hisenasgto gave him the mina.

The nobleman responds to the first slave by sayifvgll done, good slave, because you have been
faithful in a very little thing, you are to be in authority over ten cities” (19:17). This first slave hears
the commendation that every Christian longs to,i{&dell done, good slave!” Now this may not seem
very important to us right now; but | can assura ffmat in eternity this will be our greatest desirkink
about it: Every one of us would like to think tloatr parents were proud of us and approved of the wa
we lived our lives. Some people ache for this lasapproval. Imagine how much more we will yearn
for the “Well done!” of Jesus. In that day, we Wilive glorified bodies that are free from sin and
selfishness. Consequently, all that we will careutlis hearing words of approval from our heavenly
Master. And these words will not be short-livedhea they will resound in our ears for all eternity

In addition to verbal commendation, Jesus alludesbther reward—authority over cities. Faithfukies
and effort in “a very little thing” will bring hugeeturns in the kingdom. Too often we think thatwest
do great things, big things, but it is the manyallthings in life that count.

» Itis being a man or woman of character when noigt@oking. When that television show or
movie comes on that your flesh longs to watch, sguelch that temptation and honor God with
your mind and heart.

» ltis listening to someone at church or work when yeally don’t have time in your schedule to
do so. Even though one eye is on your watch, youesto care, express concern, and
demonstrate the love of Christ.

» Itis sharing your faith when you are afraid. Teihool year, the Lord will give you the
opportunity to talk about Him with some of your sdenates, but discouragement and persecution
may follow. Faithfulness is sharing Christ anyway.

» ltis refusing to fight with your spouse. Rememliigiakes two to argue. When your spouse
“lights you up” with some criticism, take it likeraan or woman and graciously back down. This
takes enormous strength and self-control. Butrit@gstrates faithfulness to Christ.

» Itis serving in the church behind the scenes. May be asked to make a meal for someone in
need, serve on the sound and video team, or wdheinursery. While there will be no glory in
your service, God will be pleased and you will aihfful in a very little thing.



The truth is we will never be used greatly by Gotllwe are faithful in what He has given us tordmw.
It is in the little things of life that we show wiher or not we can handle the big things. If yoa'tiput
the Lord first in your present finances, you wamit Him first when you have more. If you don't filllf
your present commitments, there is no reason fevsel/ou will fulfill greater commitments. If yowano't
handle the influence you presently have, you vl receive more. The way you handle the little gfsin
shows your character.

Fred Craddock tells this story about a wealthy mvho “went to his priest with a check for fifty theand
dollars made out to the church. He handed the cteettle priest and the priest looked at it. It wdet of
money! Then the priest handed it back and said,c&th it in. Cash it in for quarters or dollar #ind
spend fifty cents or a dollar at a time doing tleed’s work.” The man exclaimed, ‘But that will takee
rest of my lifel’ ‘That’s right!” answered the pse ‘That is the point!"®

» If you are a widow who has been a wonderful wifd arother, will you remain faithful to daily
trust the Lord with your finances? Even thoughoiesh't look like you're going to make it this
month, will you cling to Christ and pray that Helvgiee you through?

» If you are a teenager, will you put the Lord’s net&ts over your own? In your pursuit of
acceptance and friends, you may have to comproyoigeself. Will you say today that it just
isn’t worth it? Instead, will you ask the Lord teet your needs and help you find friendships
that will strengthen you?

» If you are married, will you spiritually lead yoahildren in the knowledge of God? Will you
daily read the Scriptures to them? Will you praytwmthem every night?

In 19:18, the second slave appears saygyur mina, master, has made five minas."The nobleman
said to this slave'’And you are to be over five cities”(19:19).This second slave had also been faithful,
but he only earned a 500 percent return on hiseriashina. This slave likely achieved half of whag
master had for him to accomplish. He did not rez@iny verbal commendation, but like the first slave
his reward is proportionate to his service. Thisvehthat rewards will vary depending on a slave’s
overall faithfulness.

In the Christian life, some might serve Christ haHrtedly for their entire lives. Others might sekHim
wholeheartedly for half of their Christian livedilSothers might run hot and cold again and adain.
Generally, this is true of most Christians. Maybbe'ye attended Bible college or are a former etter
ministry leader, yet your life has been filled wipiritual inconsistency. You know that if Jesusineed
today, you would not be clicking on all cylinde@od wants you to repent and be fully restored to.Hi

In 19:20-26, a third slave enters the picture. fits¢ two slaves received two verses of ink, big third
slave earns seven verses. Since Jesus knows thgtChastians will share a lot in common with this
third slave, He makes him the central figure ofpiagable®™ In 19:20-21, this slave approaches his master
and offers the following explanatiotiMaster, here is your mina, which | kept put away n a
handkerchief; for | was afraid of you, because yoare an exacting man; you take up what you did
not lay down and reap what you did not sow.This third slave reveals that he has not earnethany
with his master's mina. After being given the mitkas third slave “played it safe” by storing hisna
away in a handkerchief or “sweat clotfi.Farmers used these “sweat cloths” in the fieldswihey were
working. But this slave’s sweat cloth is not swé&wping back to the introduction in 19:11, thisrthi
slave personifies the problem that Jesus is addgesshe problem of thinking that the kingdom is
imminent. By “playing it safe,” this slave “playdide end against the middle.” If his master retuyined
could offer him his mina, but if he didn’t retuiinig slave saved himself a whole lot of sweat. Thiisl
slave reasons away his laziness by saying, “Baasaye a man who expects to get blood out of aeston
You're ruthless and demanding. And I'm afraid otiyo



This third slave explains that his fear of the raastas responsible for his lack of fruit (cf. Mag:25).
Now it was appropriate for him to fear the masbece he would eventually bring his slaves to actoun
but the slave’s action in view of his fear of thaster was improper. Instead of letting fear paealyis
actions, the servant should have let fear motikiateto act wisely. He should have gotten busy and
served the master since he feared him. His assassiitie master was correct, but it did not hdnee t
proper effect on him. God seeks a disproportiogdtigh return on His investments, so the slave’s
conservatism was sinful. He appears to have fetttih would receive no reward for his work for the
master if he ever returned. He should have takeresesks. Faithful stewardship involves taking
calculated risks.

There is no such thing as standing still in thei€ian life...you are progressing or regressing. The
person who is growing will be given increasing oppiity, blessing, and responsibility. The persdrow
is coasting will find joy decreasing, effectiveneésinishing, and compromise increasing...they will
lose ground. This slave represents the believerdaes nothing of eternal value with his or her. lifike
many believers today who are not concerned abeutahd’'s business or the Lord’s return.

In 19:22-23, the master responds by sayiBg,your own words | will judge you, you worthlessslave.
Did you know that | am an exacting man, taking up vat | did not lay down and reaping what I did
not sow? Then why did you not put my money in the dnk, and having come, | would have collected
it with interest?” The master said he would judge the slave on thie bakis own words, namely, that
the master was an exacting man who demanded machhiis slaves. | will often use my children’s
words against them. After my children disobey addctipline them, | will ask, “Do you understanéth
if you talk back to me again, | will spank you agdi As | am talking with my children, | make sutat
they understand the consequences of their acfitnes, can’t nod their head or mutter or murmur in
reply. They must say, “Yes, Daddy, | understand ithadisobey again there will have to be further
discipline.” Naturally, ten seconds later, a secaadof disobedience occurs and | have to refechiid

to his or her previously uttered words. This idiftes Yet, the convicting thing is that the Lordhailso

do the same thing to me. He will use my own comreitta and promises to bring me into account. This
is a disturbing prospect.

Rather than commending this third slave, the maetarkes him calling him a “worthless slave.” Bisth
the master means that he is “unproductive” (cf.21&44, 16, 20, 26). He has produced nothing ofezalu

The master’s character should have moved the slepductive service rather than passive slotlenEv
by dgpositing his investment in a bank the slawddchave earned some interest for the master it |

risk.

It is easy to think that if we don’t serve God withat He's given us, the worst that could happenldo
be no reward. But the truth of the third slavehit if we do not use what God has placed in our frar
Him, we will suffer loss of both the potential rendtave could have earned and the opportunity toeserv
God more fully in eternity® Again, it is easy to think, “Ho-hum...no biggie...just long as | make it
into heaven. | don't care if I'm the chief bottl@gher or toilet plunger.” However, | must warn yon;
that day we will all care and be very concernedualime quality of our eternal future.

Another point worth making is that this third slasugggests that he is frightened by his master. kénet
this is true or not, we don't know. He may haverbsenply excusing his laziness. However, there is
wisdom in having appropriate fear for God. Aftdr Hle is a holy God who runs the universe. We sthoul
have a healthy awe for His power and judgment.

This past week during our family devotions, | askadchildren if they feared me. Justin, my sevearye
old son said, “Dad, | fear you because in your el will discipline me!” What an answer! Justin
understands a healthy fear for authority. He adsognizes how God operates (see Heb 12:6-11).



My prayer is that we will have a healthy fear ofd5By this | mean that we should not be paralyzed b
fear, but motivated to move from fear to faithfidae

In the Christian life, we don't stand still. We user life and make progress or we lose what we Fave
“Use it or lose it.”

After rebuking the third slave, in 19:24-26, thestest and the bystanders engage in some interesting
dialogue. The master turns to the bystanders arg] ‘Sake the mina away from him [the third slave]
and give it to the one who has the ten minag’19:24).Ouch! This is going to get intense.

After hearing the master’s ruling, the bystandegsress concern with his decision. They cry out:
“Master, he has ten minas already”(19:25).0f course, this arrangement appears unjust to the
bystanders. They may think that the unfaithful slawmina should have gone to a slave with a smaller
reward. They are looking at what seems best fosldnees, not for the master. Isn’t it funny thatteed
to think that we are fairer than God? We pride elwes in how gracious and sympathetic we are,
assuming that we surpass God in these charaatsristdw foolish we are!

With ice-water in his veins, the master replittgell you that to everyone who has, more shall &
given, but from the one who does not have, even wHae does have shall be taken away(19:26).
The master is distributing his gifts on the basifaihfulness and capability, not fairness or ndeat the
unfaithful slave, life’'s opportunities have beestldis mina is gone. But he has no one to blante bu
himself. He was given the same potential as theratlaves. In life this is how things work. In our
world...
» The salesman who works hard will be given morétteyrto make more sales.
» The student who is diligent will continue to exaglearning while the lazy student will
eventually find that they are unable to keep up.
e The athlete who continues to work hard on the famefatals will remain sharp and at the top of
their game, while the athlete who feels “good emdwygll cease to be effective.
» Those who train their bodies will work more efficiy and be more fit and stronger while those
who neglect their bodies will lose their energy dedunfit.
e Those who keep working at their spiritual life wdiscover more of God’'s goodness and grace;
those who become lazy in spiritual pursuits widively drift from the Lord.

The master was operating on the principle thalbfiaihess with little indicates faithfulness in muif

8:18 with 19:13, 17, 29, 26). Therefore it was iddvantage to give the unfaithful slave’s minth®
most faithful slave because he would make themesof it. The master expressed this truth proadybi
(19:26; 16:12). He was looking at what was besthforself. Obviously, what is best for God is more
important than what is best for His slaves. Stil master’s action was also fair to his slavesesihe

slave who glorified the master most received theatgst reward. Zacchaeus, who was listening to this
parable, had just promised to give half of his pesins to the poor and to reimburse anyone he had
defrauded four-fold (19:8). Jesus’ teaching herald/dave encouraged Zacchaeus to follow through on
his commitment. He would have a great reward, nttedsure in heaven, if he so served the Master
faithfully. This is equally true for each one of us

The bystanders in Jesus’ parable represent thosasgdist Jesus in carrying out His will, perhapgeén
or other human servants. The unfaithful slave éosin what the master had given him. If the mindeac
servant received represents his life potentiad, skrvant would lose that. The master gave itaaste the
most faithful servant. This seems to mean that &taithful servants will receive additional
opportunities to glorify Him in the next stage béir service as well as authority over others. e
stage of these servants’ service will be millens&lice in the kingdom.



Jesus’ final words in 19:27 are rather alarmiiiguit these enemies of mine, who did not want me to
reign over them, bring them here and slay them in m presence.® The strong adversative “but”

(pleng contrasts the punishment of the unprofitableeslaith that of the citizens (cf. 19:14) who did not
want him to rule over thef.Historically, Jesus’ enemies (i.e., the Jewishptewho crucified Him)

were indeed destroyed by the Roman army at theffdiérusalem in A.D. 70 (cf. 21:6, 20-24; 23:28-31
Eschatologically, Jesus’ enemies (i.e., those wWhimately reject Him) will be consumed at His retur

(cf. 21:25; 22:66-70; cf. Rev 19:11-19). The fobase refers to the Great White Throne judgmentciwvhi
culminates in “the second death” for the unsavesl/(®0:11-15). Will Jesus’ words mean reward, rebuke
or possibly retribution?

This final verse prompts a critical question: “Am@u a citizen or a slave?” Which are you? Thahés t
most important distinction in the world. Your etakdestiny is determined by the decision you make h
Is Jesus the Messiah, the King of the earth, Biei®ne to be rejected? If He is the Messiah, tioenaye
to be His slave and faithfully “do business” utitié day that He returns. You become a slave byitigus
in Jesus Christ as your Savior. Your eternal dgstimletermined by whether you are a citizen dages
May you be a slave, for Christ’s sake, and yoursd A& you are a slave, may you be a faithful slares

to whom the Master can say, “Well done, good sl4e&"19:16).

George Boldt worked faithfully for years at therftalesk in a small hotel. One day an elderly couple
came into the lobby and asked for a place to &agry room in the hotel—and every hotel in town—was
occupied. Realizing that the elderly couple had mene to sleep, Boldt offered them his own room.
Although they were reluctant to accept his offeeyteventually did so because George insistednéke
morning when the couple was checking out, the Bldean said to George, “You're the kind of man who
should be managing the best hotel in the countignesday I'm going to build that hotel and let you
manage it.”

Several years later, Boldt received a letter inntiadl. It contained a round-trip ticket and a nfsten the
man to whom he had given his room years before.ridue invited George to visit him in New York City.
When Boldt arrived in New York, the gentleman tdwk to a downtown corner where a huge building
stood. “George, this is the hotel | built for yaurhanage.” Boldt stared in amazement at the gleriou
structure. The hotel was the Waldorf-Astoria! Thdedy man was William Waldorf Astor, one of the
wealthiest men in the country. Boldt's faithfulné@ssnanaging a small hotel had prepared him to gana
one of the most magnificent hotels this country dxer seen.

On judgment day, God will examine how well we maathgur lives on earth. If we were faithful in
fulfilling our responsibilities in this life, He Wiassign us better things to manage in the néxt li

God wants you to realize the significance of yaantldy existence so you can live up to your fullest
potential. Don’t believe the lie that your life isimportant. The few brief moments you live ontbawill
determine your responsibilities for all eternityotyonly get one shot at living on planet earth—your
opportunity*? May we be faithful slaves to use what we’ve beieegso that we may multiply the
effectiveness of our lives for all eternity.
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Scripture Reading
Luke 19:11-27

Luke 19:1-10

Luke 16:1-13
Matthew 25:14-30
Ephesians 1:13-14

1 Corinthians 3:10-15
1 Corinthians 4:1-5

Study Questions

1.

The thrust of Jesus’ parable is that His disciptest be vigilant and faithful in His service (19;1%5b-26).
Overall, how have | invested in my life’s potenti@pecifically, in what ways am | a vigilant andHéul
slave? How can | grow as a slave of Christ? Whbohelp me in my maturing process?

Jesus mentioned the importance of being faithfdaimery little thing” (19:17). What “things” havéesus
entrusted to me? What are some practical implinataf seeing myself as a slave who invests forskklow
would | live differently if | believed | was workmfor Jesus in my business, school, and persdeal li
Obviously, most people have many responsibilitigs@iothan Christian service. What does it meartem to
“do business” (19:13) for Jesus? Is it a mindset ocertain number of hours? Please explain.

Rewards and future responsibilities are not detegeohby the size of a bank account or ministry,dyuthow
well | have used what God has given me and hovelargercentage of return God gets on my investrikmt.
am | currently being faithful with the minas thab@has entrusted to me? In what area(s) am | giigban
indifferent or lazy attitude? What can | do to ¢hiagje myself to break out of this pattern?

The third slave had a warped view of his masterdffacted his faithfulness (19:20-26). How doesvigw of
God affect my service for Him? Where is the baldpesveen seeing His grace and His judgment? Most
Christians tend to go to one extreme or the oty is it so hard to balance these tensions? Houldvio
interact with a believer who emphasizes God’s gwitie no accountability? How would | dialogue with
another believer who emphasizes human works witGmat's grace?

The focus of Jesus’ parable is the third servart isftalled a “worthless slave” (19:23). Can theeesuch a
thing as a non-serving believer who lives for hitheeherself? Consider 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 aleiii
Luke 19:20-26. Have | ever been such a slave?, Mveat will | do today to maximize the rest of tirae and
potential that the Lord has given me?
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sending an ambassage after him to repudiate him14e(4) the signal vengeance taken upon thesmies, ver.
27; (5) the conclusion, ver. 28....Even in the ptré& are common to the two parables the differeacesery
considerable. (1) In the Talents we have a houdehttaving home for a time, in the Pounds a nohafegoing in
guest of a crown; (2) the Talents are unequalliribisted, the Pounds equally; (3) the sums entdugdiider
enormously in amount; (4) in the Talents the rewan@ the same, in the Pounds they differ andrapoptionate to
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have to give their accounting at the judgment eg&hrist following the Rapture (1 Cor 3:10-15; 2r%:1-10).
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