“Service with a Smile” (John 13:1-17)

One day an airline flight was canceled due to badther. One solitary agent was trying to rebookfall
the travelers whose schedules had gotten messé&hepassenger became impatient and pushed his way
to the front and slammed his ticket down on thenteu He said, “I have to be on this flight, antias to

be first class!” The agent politely said, “I'm sprsir. I'll help as soon as | can, but | haveahke care of
these other people first.” The man became angryshodted, “Do you have any idea who | am?”
Without hesitating, the agent picked up the louebder microphone and said to the hundreds of péople
the terminal, “May | have your attention, please@ Ndve a passenger here at the gate who does not
know who he is. If anyone can help him find hisnitiy, please come to the gate.” The man backed off
and the crowd of people burst into applause. Régssaf whom that man was—whether he was rich or
famous or a little bit of both—he certainly didhave the respect of the people at the terminaldingat

It's hard to respect someone who considers themséhe most important person in the room and who
puts his or her needs ahead of everyone'else.

Perhaps you think I'm talking about your spousejryteenager, your neighbor, or your mother-in-léiw.
might be.) But maybe | am actually talking abgat. Have you ever said, “I'm not going to tfeat”

“No one’s going to telmewhat to do!” “I don't have to put up with this.” fley don’t realize who | am.”
“They don't appreciate all | do around here!” “Irdbget any respect.” If you have said these thimgs
thought these things, | am talking directly to yoand, I'm afraid, to me as well. If the truth be ki
we've all thought these things, and most likelyemgaid these things out loud. Thus, we need to be
reminded that there is no job beneath us. In casegyestion this remark, in John 13:1-17 the apostl
John shares an account from Christ’s’ltfeat reveals our need to study this pas3age.

In 13:1-3 John writesNow before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowjithat His hour had come
that He would depart out of this world to the Fathe, having loved His own who were in the world,
He loved them to the end. During supper, the devilaving already put into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him,' Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into
His hands, and that He had come forth from God andvas going back to God."Before we get too
deep into this great episode, it is important tailse context. John asserts that it is the dayrbefe
Feast of Passover—a meal that commemorated Isratd@se from Egyptlt is Thursday evening, less
than twenty-four hours away from Jesus’ death erctioss. What would you be doing if you knew that
you had less than twenty-four hours to live? Peshgpu would be praying to be spared from death. Or
maybe you would be doing some last-minute confessisin. Not Jesus. His mind is set on preparing
His disciples for His imminent departure. In faadt,of Jesus’ teaching in John 13-17 takes plachen
eve of His death. Thus, this series is entitledctis on Your Family: What Matters Most to Jesuaut O
goal is to discover how to truly be Jesus’ dis@@ad do church as He desires.

As we begin this account, it is critical to obsetlvat John emphasizes twice what Jesus knows.:1n 13
Jesus knows that He is going to die and returnisdHdther. In 13:3, Jesus knows that the Father has
given all things into His hands, and that He hasedorth from God, and is going back to God. These
statements reveal that Jesus knows His origin asdiéstiny. It is my conviction that true humility
grows out of our relationship with God the FatW#hen you know that your needs are met in Christ,
when you know who you are, where you came from,vaimelre you're going, you'll be able to freely
serve others. If you don’t know who you are, whara came from and where you're going, you'll not be
secure enough to serve. Instead, you'll be temigtecanipulate people to get your needs met. Bat as
follower of Jesus you ought to approach relatigosloiut of a sense of fullness. You know who you are
and you have nothing to prove. You no longer havaanipulate people or be paranoid about other
people’s expectations and opinions. As you meddaatbiblical truths that emphasize your securitg an
significance in Christ, you'll be more prone towgerather than seek to be served.



Before we move on, it is critical to grasp 13:1ieth may be the key to the Upper Room Discourse.
Regardless, this phrase has had a tremendous impacy pastoral ministry. Jestbaving loved His
own who were in the world, He loved them to the entl The theme of this section is service founded
and grounded in love. Twice John emphasizes Jgseat love for His disciples. His life and ministry
were characterized by a commitment to “having I8velis owri.” During His earthly ministry, Jesus
invested all His time, energy, and teaching inte #isciples. But John also makes the startlingtpbt
Jesus “loved them to the end.” There is a doublening here: Jesus persisted in faithful love tovkisd
disciples in going to the crossid He persevered in unconditional love for th€rbespite their
ignorance, unbelief, disobedience, and eventuatapy, Jesus persevered in His love for His dissipl
One of the greatest incentives to serve othersrigdognize that Jesus Christ has a vast, unconditi
love for you. If you begin to grasp this love, iflmotivate you to want to serve others as an egpion

of gratitude to Jesus.Today, you may struggle loving unlovely and unlsesChristians. We all struggle
here. However, there is hope: When you feel youngalove a brother or sister, immediately call tmut
God and acknowledge, “I can't love this person,lidatow you can. Will you love this believer thrdug
me?” You may have to pray this prayer (silentlyjezal times whenever you see this person. But since
this is God’s will for you (cf. 13:34-35), He wilive you the supernatural strength to love youth®o

or sister. This Christ-like love will also take yaministry to the next level.

John has disclosed what Jeknswsabout Himself and His future (13:1-3). Now he @sevhat Jesus
doesin response to His knowledge. In 13:4-5, John d@ssJesus’ actions in seven slow-motion scenes:
“He [Jesuslgot up from supper, and laid aside His garments? and taking a towel, He girded

Himself. Then He poured water into the basin, and égan to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel with which He was girded.*® Don’t miss the fact that according to 13:4 (cf.2)3:
the meal is already underway when Jesus beginsngaite disciples’ feet. This may strike you as,odd
and rightly so. Foot washing normally occurred befine meal when guests entered a htrreot
washing was needed in every home in PalestineoNgtwere the streets dusty and dirty, but they
usually contained garbage and the waste from timeadsthat traveled up and down the same streets.
Furthermore, the people didn't wear socks, much Mike Air. Instead, they wore open-toed sandais an
their feet became very grimy, grungy, sweaty, andlly. Needless to say filthy, smelly feet couldkma
the meal and the fellowship rather uninviting. Thaslesus’ day, foot washing was mandatory!
Typically, a guest normally washed his or her oe®t fafter the host offered a basin of water. Yoeltkn
down, removed your sandals, washed your feet, lra dried them with a towel. If a host had servants
they might be delegated to do the job for you. s a mark of a high achievement in biblical tinfes
host that could provide this luxury had arrived!tBader no circumstances would the host wash tte fe
of his guestsThe master would never stoop so low as to wasketiteof those beneath him. Slaves
washed feet. Masters never did.

So why in the world is Jesus, the Master, washiisgdisciples’ feet? Why hadn't the disciples washed
each other's feet? Why hadn’t someone washed JiEai8' After all, this was the evening before his
crucifixion. If there was any night the disciplé®sld have served Jesus, it was the Last Suppey.ditdh
they start the meal with dirty feet? No doubt thiergs of the final few days had distracted thent.\iai
get a greater clue from Luke 22:24 (cf. 9:46). Bmway to the Last Supper, the ambitious discipéebs
been quarreling over who should be the greatestwwdwould have precedence in Christ’'s kingdom.
They were like Muhammad Ali claiming, “I am the gtest!” When they entered the Upper Room, there
was apparently no slave to perform the customashimg of the feet of the guests. The disciples
probably took turns when there was no slave, buhisnoccasion none would condescend to do the
menial task. Their minds were full of the subjekctheir bitter contention, and none was willinga®
servant of all. Each feigned unconsciousness ofi¢iggected duty’ The disciples were jealous of one
another and were competing for the best place. Weeg all looking out for number one. No wonder
they didn’t wash each other’s feet. No wonder is\dt to Jesus. “They were ready to fight for iette,
but not for a towel **



The attitude of the disciples is what makes JoHgliberate slow-motion account all the more powerfu
By delaying the foot washing into the meal, Jessiated the level of suspense. Have you ever diesen
restaurant with some friends, and that awkward nmbragives when the check is placed on the table?
The question that likely runs through your mindWhose turn is it to pay? Of course you likely assu

it is your friends’ turn to pay for the meal. Sauywait and wait hoping that they will pick up thié bn

the table. Finally, it dawns on you that your fderare not going to pay. So you slowly reach ferhfi,
hoping that they will beat you to it. It may sedmattthis is what Jesus is doing. After all, Hictjites
attended Jesus Christ Biblical Seminary. Afterehyears with the world’s greatest theologian, yauhg
hope that they would be willing to serve Him. Bhitis not the case.

However, before we are too hard on the disciplesmust understand that Jesus is a detail oriented
administratorlt seems that the lack of a servant to wash theplées’ feet was deliberate. First of all, it
was the host's responsibility to provide this (keke 7), and Jesusasthe host. Furthermore, throughout
the Gospels, we see Jesus very carefully arranlgings in advance (e.g., procuring the donkey nd i
colt, securing a place in which to celebrate Pa=3olit is unlikely, then, that the omniscient Jeswuld
forget to provide for the foot washing. Finallyl tile things that were necessary for the foot washi
were present (i.e., the basin, the water, the fovekerefore, it is likely that Jesus purposefaliyanged

for a servant not to be present, so that He coalshvthe disciples’ feet, knowing (as He did) aditth
would take place during this méallesus was and is the quintessential sefant.

Now, if you are familiar with the Gospels, you grebably anticipating what is about to happen. Pete
and Jesus have some legendary dialogue. In 13:8elf,records Peter’'s apprehension over Jesus
washing his feet. John writé’§o He [Jesus]jcame to Simon Peter. He said to Him, ‘Lord, do You
wash my feet?’ Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Whhdo you do not realize now, but you will
understand hereafter” (13:6—7). Although Peter can be slow of mind anarfydne finally recognizes
that his Creator, the very Lord of glory should hetwashing his feet. However, Jesus explainghimat
act will make sense “hereafter.” Jesus is refertintpe explanation that he will share with Hiscijites

in 13:12-17. A guestion remains though: Will Pétely understand the purpose and intent of Jesus’
words? The answer is: Absolutely yes. After Jedesth, burial, resurrection, ascension, and the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Peter understoodyfult is worth noting that Peter almost certaihyd

this episode in mind when he commanded his readdr®et 5:5: “Clothe yourself with humility toward
one another, because God opposes the proud betgjiaee to the humblé®The verb translated “clothe
yourself?® is reminiscent of Jesus putting on the garb d&ees Eventually Peter did indeed catch the
point of Jesus example.

At the moment, however, Peter is fighting Jesuthtaod nail. In 13:8, Peter responds to Jesust bffe
saying:“Never shall You wash my feet."The Greek is even more forceful: “You will neversihamy
feet forever.” In other words, Peter uses eteamajliage to say: “Jesus you will never, ever waslfieisty
not now or anytime in the future.” You've got tovéoPeter here! When he gets it wrong, he gets it
spectacularly wrong:

Jesus responds to Peter by sayffify] do not wash you, you have no part with Me™ (13:8b). Jesus is
not threatening Peter with a loss of salvationsMuld contradict God’s Word and His very chamacte
Rather, the purpose of foot washing is to illugtid@sus’ philosophy of ministry, which is servant
leadership. For Peter to reject Jesus’ offer tohwas feet is to reject His entire approach to siiyi*
The implication here is that Jesus wants Peteagrtd His sheep (cf. John 21:16-17), but the only tlay
this can occur is by adopting Christ-like servaadership. Furthermore, the only way to truly enjoy
intimate fellowship with Jesus is to serve Him &eeép short accounts. This is the challenge thaisJes
issues to Peter.



Of course, Peter is a man of extremes. Good, @trPSometimes the only time he opens his mouth is
change feeff In 13:9, Peter says to Jestisprd, then wash not only my feet, but also my hands and
my head.” Peter says, “Jesus, just give me a bath! I'm réadiymp into the tub.” Naturally, he is
overcompensating, so Jesus says to fite,who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, tis
completely clean; and you are clean, but not atif you.’?* For He knew the one who was betraying
Him; for this reason He said, ‘Not all of you are tean.” There’s a great lesson here: We walk in a
dirty world every day, and some of the dirt rubsaf us. We need to let Jesus get close enough $o u
He can keep our lives cledhAgain, the issue is intimate fellowship with JesTisis is subsequent to
salvation and is explained in 1 John 1:9. Yethmnidst of a discussion of intimate fellowshisule
also brings up the topic of salvation, knowing fu#ll that Judas is an unbeliever. His point igePe
needs to have his feet washed, while Judas nedudsitomersed in a tub! What a great picture of the
distinction between salvation and fellowship.

I have in my possession a “Scratch & Win" card fréato Bell. This scratch card has a circle in the
bottom right-hand corner. | chose to scratch thisl ©ff in my quest to win a free prize. Once ksched
this card my surprise gift, or lack thereof, wassia@ed. Nothing can undo the result. However, Iatou
have opted not to scratch off the circle. | codddnsaid, “| never win anything. Why bother?” “Nalyo
probably wins a car from one of these scratch cattkave a lot of intellectual issues with scratc
cards.” By refusing to scratch off the circle, utaive lost any chance to win. Fortunately, | didmake
this mistake, and | won a free large Dr Pepper.qWhuld like a free Dr. Pepper? Give away the ¢ard.

Salvation is similar to this scratch card exceptriles are different. Jesus identifies your frife g
upfront. It is salvation! This gift is available you if you will simply believe in Christ’s pers@md work,
which is akin to scratching off the circle on aagch card. Better yet, unlike Taco Bell, Jesus [sem
you that He will not revoke your free gift everydu lose your card. Of course, the great risk yoatrun
is not to scratch off the card. When you refuskedigeve in Christ, there is no hope for you. If yywave
never believed in Jesus, | challenge you to dodayt Claim the free gift that is available througfrist.

Again, Jesus Christ, not only died on the crosd¢Hersins of the world, He lived a life of servaout.
During this last supper, Jesus washed all thedfegeis disciples, including Judas, the one who doul
betray him in a matter of hours. To visualize this important to remember that Jesus and Hisplss
are not sitting in chairs around a dinning roomeAbRather, they are reclining on their left elbows,
eating with their right hand, and have their feghibd thenf’ The stench from their feet must have been
horrendous. How could they really have enjoyedrtimsal? Nevertheless, Jesus went from disciple to
disciple and washed their feet. In His love, He able to endure the ingrown nails, corns, calluses,
cracked heels, and fungi. What a great, sacrifioiz!

In 13:12-17, John’s account becomes rather poiffedwhen He[Jesuslhad washed their feet, and
taken His garments and reclinedat the table again, He said to them, ‘Do you know what | have de

to you?” (13:12) Jesus, the master teacher, poses a qubstanse He knows His disciples are slow of
mind and heart. He wants to make sure that theg heally caught this truth. He then follows up His
guestion with a powerful declaratidt¥.ou call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so |

am.’ If | then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed yor feet, you also ought to wash one another’s
feet” (13:13-14f2 Twice in these verses, Jesus calls Himself “Teaahd Lord.” It is worth noticing

that no disciple ever addressed Jesus casuallpn@ver called Him “Jesus” and they certainly neve
used expressions like “Sweet Jesus” or “Dear Je$hey called Him “Master” or “Lord* Often, |

think we make a mistake in being too familiar witle Lord Jesus Christ. We envision Him as a cosmic
Santa Claus or a Mr. Rogers with a nice zip-up gstlsr sweater. We rarely ponder the fact that Heeca
as the Lamb of God but is now the Lion of GBtf.we had a holy sense of awe at the power and
sovereignty of Jesus and recognized that He willisgrved humankind, we would not hesitate to do so
as well. It is when we have a great view of Jesusaasmall view of ourselves that we get thingsedon



It is worth noting that some Christighsinderstand 13:14b to proscribe foot washing ashting
ordinance, along with baptism and the Lord’s SupHemever, most Christian groups have said that thi
is not the case because, (1) there is never adetdrbeing done by any church in Acts; (2) inisver
advocated in the New Testament lettérand (3) it is never specifically said to be anaing ordinance
as are baptism (cf. Matt 28:19) and the Lord’s ®ugpf. 1 Cor 11:17-34). This is not meant to imply
that this might not be an important worship ev&iut it is more appropriate to look for other creat
ways to wash people’s feet.

John’s account concludes in 13:1517 with a powgrtuich lineFor | gave you an example that you
also should do as | did to you. Truly, truly>* | say to you, a slave is not greater than his mast nor
isone who is sent greater than the one who sent hitfiyou know these things, you are blessed if
you do them.” The command is: Do as | have done. Apparently, Mikded Jesus when they
trademarked the slogan, “Just do#tlJesus is simply saying, “See what needs to be dodelo it.°
Therefore, if | could boil down this sermon intoeostatement, it would béctions speak louder than
words®’ If Jesus asked the disciples (even on the ro#tittapper room), “Do you love Me?” they would
have responded, “We love You with all our heartstle had asked them, “Do you love one another?”
His disciples would have replied, “We love eacheothnd all of God'’s children.” Jesus’ discipleskne
the right things, but they did not do the righttls. Yet, James, the half-brother of Jesus saidk, pBove
yourselves doers of the word, and not merely heavbo delude themselves” (Jas 1:2&)tions speak
louder than words

Many cathedrals in Europe suffered damage as & oddaombing raids during World War Il. The
explosion of a bomb in one great cathedral blewhtads off a statue of Christ. Though the cathedral
was repaired, the statue of Christ stands thei@ytadth His hands missing. An inscription on the
pedestal reads, “Christ hath no hands but yotir§dday will you be Jesus’ hands and feet?

This past week, | began looking for contemporagneples of foot washing. | didn’t need to look far.
found them everywhere among the people in our th®o Tuesday afternoon, | received some cookies
from a busy leader in our body. They came at justright time when | was working late at the office
Since | didn’t have any dinner, | enjoyed five ciaskinstead. On Wednesday, during his lunch haur, o
pastoral care director and a group of men fromcburch helped a widow move some furniture. On
Wednesday afternoon, our outreach director andrebeuof people in our church went into downtown
Olympia and put change into delinquent parking nsetéth the note: “Your parking meter time expired.
We deposited more coins to show God'’s love in atima way.” On Thursday afternoon, one of our men
offered to help another busy family by taxiing th&n around town. On Saturday, a couple in thasr 7
offered to clean the house of one of our membensStinday morning before church one of our elders
sent out an e-mail to suggest practical ways tleatan help a man in need. | could go on and orthieut
capstone for me was a memorial service on Satwaffeasnoon for Helen Stover (86) who has
exemplified Christ-like service for decades. Weebehted the rich legacy that Helen left behind. \Beit
were also fortunate to see the busiest leadersriotmurch serving behind the scenes (e.g., runsoogd,
preparing refreshments, setting up and tearing jlokwvas a thing of beauty. Even my own eight year
old daughter served in the kitchen with a groufadfes in our church. On our way home, Jena said,
“Daddy, the time went so fast.” | replied, “How ¢dut have gone fast? It was hot in that kitched gou
worked hard.” Little Jena explained, “When | wordrdl, time goes by so fast, because it is fun.” That
the joy that can come from serving like Jesus.

Today, will you pray that the Holy Spirit will regéto you a single person He wants you to serva?tDo
think about a list of twenty, just one single perdoat the Lord will lay upon your heart. Ask Hior the
grace to love this person unconditionally and teeséim or her with your whole being. This is ayma
that God will answer. RemembaiGtions speak louder than wordday you and | follow in the sandals
of Jesus and become foot washers.
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Study Questions

1. How would I describe my love quotient for otheribeérs (13:1)? When have | found it difficult torpevere in
my love for the body of Christ? What makes certahevers so unlovable? How were Jesus’ struggids w
His disciples similar to some of the challengeadef? How can | prepare myself to love God's diffipeople
and follow Jesus’ example?

2. In what ways did Jesus’ self-awareness enable Blilovingly serving others (13:3, 13-14)? When hikad
to be humble and firm at the same time? What wastitcome? How can | learn to balance confidence in
Christ with humility of heart?

3. In what ways do | serve my church (13:4-5)? How do about serving my family, my coworkers, my
neighbors, and my community? How can | seek to riteetangible needs of those whom God has placed/in
life? Would those who know me best say that | hgervant's heart? Why or why not?

4. What is the difference between salvation and fedloy (13:6—10)? How can | know for certain that/é
received the free gift of salvation? How can | baefent that | am in fellowship with God? How chclearly
distinguish between these concepts?

5. How important is church unity and community to mu8:(—17). On the last day of my earthly life, wothds

be the first thing on my mind? Why or why not? Whah | learn from Jesus’ priorities? How can | ggpis
heart to the body of Christ that | serve?
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Notes

! Steve May, “How to Win the Respect of Others” (Rt5—11):www.preachingtoday.com

2 Many interpreters extend this text through Johi2A.3However, with the contrast between the belig\disciples
and the unbelieving Judas, it seems best to makierdak after 13:17.

% There are several parallels between John 13:1d%hit 2:6-11. See Philip W. Comfort and WendelHawley,
Opening the Gospel of JolfWheaton: Tyndale, 1994), 210. There are also satriguing parallels in John 1:1-18
and 13:1-3. See Jerome H. NeyrégeGospel of JohifCambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 225

* John 13:2 serves as a footnote about Judas Istizatawill be expounded in 13:18-30. Burge not€he Greek at
this point is uncertain: ‘The devil had already puhis heart that Judas should betray him [Jesus] (hng.). But
whose heart is this? Our assumption that it beldogsidas (NIV) is not altogether clear. The phfpsein his
heart’ also means ‘made up his mind,” and accorthrepme Greek manuscripts, Judas is not yet tjeetobdf the
devil’s work. The sense is most likely: ‘When thevd had decided that Judas should betray Jesul.is hot till
13:27 that Satan enters Judas. Either way, Judasras one who has refused to believe (12:46); $iads
surrounded by the darkness, he is ready to becqmaga of Jesus’ adversary, Satan. See Gary M. Biitge
Gospel of JohnNIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondery2000), 368.

® See John 18:28; 19:14, 31, 42; cf. Exod 12.

® Scholars discuss the chronological issues that Btm the timing of the Passover meal. Matthewrkyland
Luke (Matt 26:17; Mark 14:12; Luke 22:7) clearlath that Jesus and His disciples ate the PassappeBat the
prescribed time; and that He died on (what we waald) the following day (Mark 15:1 ff.). The quast then
becomes: Did Jesus die after the Passover Supypsrttie Synoptics), or did he die before the PassBupper
(thus, say some, John)? See William Hendriksensamebn J. KistemakeExposition of the Gospel According to
John Vol. 1-2,New Testament CommentgdGrand Rapids: Baker, 1953-2001), 2.222.

" Ken Boa, “The Gospel of John — Chapter 28w.bible.org

8« ove” is one of the key terms in John 13-17, adag thirty-one times in these five chapters asipared to only
six times in chapters 1-12.

° The Greek phrase “His owntous idiou$ was used in the Egyptian papyri for “near kinf. (auke 8:19-21). See
Bob Utley,John and I, II & Ill John www://freebiblecommentary.org/pdf/EN/VOLO04.pdf25.

% The phrasegis telosif taken temporally, would mean that Jesus loMéeidisciples until He died. Here it is better
to see it as an adverbial phrase describing the@af Jesus’ love with which He was loving therheTmeaning is
similar Paul’'s use oéis telosn 1 Thess 2:16: “to the utmost.” Kdstenbergeteg; “Of the five other NT
occurrences of the phrasis telos four are temporal (Matt. 10:22; 24:13; Mark 13:[.8ke 18:5) and one is
intensive (1 Thess. 2:16). The present referengeaoiatain an allusion to Moses’ completing the ingtof the law
(and his song) in Deut. 31:24, 30.” Andreas J. EdisergerJohn Baker Exegetical Commentary (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2004), 402. The dual meaning istitilcdy correct. See Kdstenbergdnhn 402; Leon Morris,
The Gospel According to JohRev. ed. New International Commentary on the Nestdment (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1995), 545 n. 9; and Michael Eafohn Preaching Through the Bible (Kent, UK: Sovereigarld
Trust, 2009), 202-3. NeyreYheGospel of John226 compares John’s useg@bsandteleo(John 4:34; 5:36;
13:1; 17:24; 19:28, 30) and opts for a qualitatinelerstanding, which seems to be confirmed bydheving
context (15:12-17; 17:11-12, 15).

! Elsewhere John writes, “In this is love, not tatloved God, but that He loved us and sent Hist8dmethe
propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so lovesl we also ought to love one another” (1 Johf-4t1).

12t is interesting that this same vettihemi is used in John 10:11, 15, 17, 18 for Jesushiggiown His life (cf.
13:37). This may be another of John’s double emndt seems likely that the foot washing was ntbaa just an
object lesson on humility (cf. 13:6—-10). Utlejghn and I, 1l & 11l John 126.

13 Note how Jesus’ thinking and action contrastspiavith the self-seeking insecurity of the diseipl(cf. Matt
20:20-24; Mark 9:33-34; Luke 22:24-30).

4 The custom goes back so far that the first fountinas of the word “feet” in the Bible involve waal dirty feet
(Gen 18:4; 19:2; 24:32; 43:24). In each case themwas provided so that the visitors could wasirtbwn feet.
This was simply common courtesy in those d&ysd, in fact, not to offer water for a guest toslanis feet would
be a breach of etiquette and an act of unkindreeagytiest (cf. 1 Sam 25:41; Luke 7:40-50; 1 Tin®p:1

153, Oswald Sander81 Days on the Life of Chri¢€hicago: Moody, 2001), 118.

6 Merrill C. TenneyJohn: The Gospel of BeliéBrand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1948), 199.

1" Bob Deffinbaugh, “Menial Service” ifihat You Might Believe: A Study of the Gospel bhJaww.bible.org




18 |n Phil 2:5-7 Paul writes, “Have this attitudeyimurselves which was also in Christ Jesus, whbpaljh He
existed in the form of God, did not regard equahitih God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Hifnsaking the
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