“Life in a Lions’ Den” (Daniel 6:1-28)

The commercial begins with a little girl standirigree in a picturesque meaddWhe camera then pans
to another part of the field where it shows a gigaffrican rhinoceros. The ominous beast begins a
lethal charge towards the girl, whose serene apgyhface remains unmoved. As the rhinoceros gets
closer, the words appear on the screen, “Trusitibeing afraid.” A split second before the rhino
tramples the helpless child, it stops, and the ket smile never wavering, reaches up and kisges t
animal on its massive horn. The final words thepeap, “even when you are vulnerable.” The
commercial was designed to tout the abilities oIl Insuranc€ompany to protect its clients from
the uncertainties of life.

You and | will deal with ferocious charging rhiné®erhaps you're dealing with one today. Maybe yeu'v
learned that a loved one has a terminal diseaskap®you’ve recently lost your job and you're
absolutely overwhelmed with stress. Maybe yourrfaial investments have totally tanked and you have
no idea how you're going to have any retirementh&es your spouse has just informed you that he or
she no longer wants to be married to you. Maybe yeputation is being slandered all over your wark
neighborhood.Daniel 6 has a word for you todayourage to face adversity comes through godly
character® Maybe you're thinking: “Keith, get real! You've be spending too much time up in your
ivory tower. Why don’t you come back down into tieal world?! Courage is the farthest thing from my
mind. I'm stressed and worried over my circumstanten just in survival mode.” | understand this
response; | can even identify. However, I'm notehier preach my thoughts, feelings, or empathies; I
here to preach God’'s Word, even when | don't urtdadkit or practice it the way | might like. God's
Word is a supernatural book; therefore, we mushleaadopt a supernatural perspective. Rementieer, t
title of this series through Daniel is: “Couragediigng in Chaotic Times.” The theme is: “God isde
and in charge.” So in spite of present appearaBoekis in controf. This is why | can sayCourage to

face adversity comes through godly character

Act 1: The Plot against Daniel(6:1-9).In Dan 5, King Belshazzar of Babylon had a dreaat Baniel
interpreted (5:17-28). Belshazzar rewarded Daoiehis efforts (5:29) and then was promptly killed
the Persians (5:30). Chapter 5 concluded with a ti@t Darius took the throne at age sixty—twordfee
conquered the Babylonians (5:31). Now in 6:1-2 eadr“lt seemed good to Darius to appoint 120
satraps[guardiansjover the kingdom, that they would be in charge athe whole kingdom, and over
them three commissioners (of whom Daniel was ondhat these satraps might be accountable to
them, and that the king might not suffer loss.? Darius set up a new governmental structure in cialer
ensure that proper revenues were received witlmandial loss to the king's treasut{Then this

Daniel began distinguishing himself among the commsioners and satraps because he Eossessed an
extraordinary spirit, and the king planned to appoint him over the entire kingdom” (6:3)." I like

how this verse begins: “Then this Daniel.” Dangethe solution to the king's concerns. The verb
translated “distinguishing himselfhiétsach only appears here in the entire Old Testamerg.fdoim of
this verb refers teontinuallydistinguishing himseff.Daniel is able to distinguish himself because he
possessed an “extraordinary spirit” (cf. 5:12, T)is spirit is divine in origihand also probably refers
to a combination of his extraordinary attitude]lskand wisdont? Daniel distinguishes himself as an
extraordinary employee. Consequently, he is orvéinge of becoming the next prime minister. What
kind of attitude do you display on the job? Are ywasy and enjoyable to work with? Do you manifest a
willingness to learn? Or is your attitude towardiyemployer and fellow employees scarred by peisona
grudges, feelings of resentment, and envious this@yMNothing is more discrediting to your Christian
witness and mine than mediocrity in our work. Tinst thing the men and women around us will notice
is the quality of our work. If they see shoddy adiocre work, they will fail to respect our faithcawill

not be able to see beyond what we produce. In essear work becomes a giant barrier keeping them
from God? May you and | represent Christ by a dependab#manesible worker to the glory of God.




At the same time, we must recognize that when wi Wward, refuse to cut corners, submit to our boss,
and respect our coworkers, we are not guarantésgsrand promotions. On the contrary, we may ggt la
off or even fired because we become a threat teeth@ work with. Let’s face it, many bosses and
coworkers don't like to work with someone who is fwure and too holy. They will want to bring us
down to their level. This is the case with Daniedl deads to a plot against him in 6:%hen the
commissioners and satraps began trying to find a gund of accusation against Daniel in regard to
government affairs; but they could find no ground d accusation orevidence of corruption,

inasmuch as he was faithful, and no negligence ooruption was to be found in him.” ** Why were

the commissioners and satraps so jealous? Thepabably a number of reasons. First, some of the m
were envious of Daniel's imminent promotion to peiminister. Second, these men know that with
Daniel in charge, they wouldn’t be able to usertpesitions for personal profit. Third, Daniel ishis
eighties. These young guys are getting aced bydaguy. Fourth, Daniel is an exiled Jew. In Dargel’
day, conquered races were generally considereddnfey their conquerors. Finally, Daniel refused t
worship their gods.

Such issues led the Persian commissioners anghsatrary to “dig up some dirt” on Daniel. Theyei
his files, read every single memo he had everawjthnd eavesdropped on his conversations. They
dogged him throughout the day and bugged his raamght. They even had the Medo-Persian FBI
follow every lead. Of course, they discovered henitaa womanizer. He didn’t have any vested intsres
in the Persian Savings and Loan. He was not migubm palace post office, writing hot checks, sdyua
harassing his female (or male) office staff. Theege no bribes, no cover-ups, no scandals, and no
skeletons! They couldn’t dig up any dirt on Daniel. What isea more astounding is Daniel has
maintained this squeaky clean character over thesewf nearly seventy years of political servitéat
politician (ancient or present) can say that? Vifhaiur enemies hired private investigators to laato
every aspect of your life, public and private? Sigepthey checked out your Internet usage, IM and
Facebook dialogues, phone calls, video rentalgrfivTV programs, shopping habits, financial respr
tax returns, business deals, language at homeéh@mdgou treat your spouse and children. What would
they uncover? | think we’d all be in trouble. Yet, what if wel éived like Daniel. What an impact the
Church would have toddy.Courage to face adversity comes through godly attar.

Once the heads of state realized they couldn’t Exk@el down, they pulled their beards and shoelk th
heads. They were burning with rage and efiViien these men said, ‘We will not find any groundof
accusation against this Daniel unless we firid against him with regard to the law of his God” (6:5).
The governors broke into applause and congratukdet other on this skillful maneuver. This is what
his enemies discovered when they examined hisHiéewvas faithful in his duties. He was faultlessis
character. He was fervent in his prayers. But tmyd use his zealous commitment to God to bust him
on a legal technicality. Amazing, huh? What if ytwss, coworkers, and neighbors said: “I can't find
any dirt on this person? He or she doesn't slarmgtessip, lie, or steal. But | know he or she isoser
about God. | bet | can get him or her in troublglis account. What a testimony that would be.

In 6:6-9, the plot unfoldsThen these commissioners and satraps came by agreent to the king

and spoke to him as follows: ‘King Darius, live foever! All the commissioners of the kingdom, the
prefects and the satraps, the high officials and #hgovernors have consulted together that the king
should establish a statute and enforce an injunctiothat anyone who makes a petition to any god or
man besides you, O king, for thirty days, shall beast into the lions' den. Now, O king, establish #h
injunction and sign the document so that it may nobe changed, according to the law of the Medes
and Persians, which may not be revoked.” Therefor&ing Darius signed the document, that is, the
injunction.” The commissioners and satraps reveal their detéifZiwhen they claim “all” the leaders of
the kingdom were in on this injunction—Daniel carthawasn’t. They also use flattery by suggesting t
the king that he be an object of worship for ariremhonth. Before the king knows what'’s hit him,ike
signing on the dotted line. Unknowingly, Darius Ipag Daniel between a rock and a hard place.



Act 2: The Set-Up and Sentencé:10-18).In 6:10, we come to one of the most profound veirséise
Old Testament:Now when Daniel knew that the document was signedie entered his house (now in
his roof chamber he had windows open toward Jerusaim); and he continued kneeling on his
knees’ three times a day, praying and giving thanks befar his God, as he had been doing
previously.”*® As much as | like “Then this Daniel . . .” (6:3)jke “Now when Daniel . . .” even more!
When the law was passed, Daniel entered his hausprayed. The key phrase is “as he had been doing
previously.” Daniel was a man of discipline, comméint, and fearlessness. But put yourself in Dagiel’
sandals for just a moment. Daniel had some alteasato consider. He could have rationalized the
situation. He could’'ve said, “Thirty days is notrydong. I've been praying all my life. I'll take a
sabbatical from prayer for just thirty days, anerlstart up again afterward.” Or he could have, $aid
don’t have to pray out loud; | will just pray sitlgnin my heart. God can hear me whether | prayl oud
or not.” Daniel could have said, “I can pray in firevacy of my bedroom; | don’t need to be in frofit
my window.” Daniel took none of those options. Hentvstraight to his open winddWHe was not
ashamed of the Lord. A den of lions would not gfiat up or scare hirff.

There are three questions that need to be answeaewill provide further insight into Daniel’s &ohs.
First, why does Daniel bow toward Jerusalem? Wasdbaeing superstitious? No! Daniel's posture was
based on the prayer of King Solomon at the dedinaif the Temple in Jerusalem (1 Kgs 8:35-36; cf. 2
Chron 6:36—39). Solomon had prayed that when Isiaaked and ended up in captivity that God would
hear their prayers of repentance as they facedalera and would forgive them and restore them (4 Kg
8:47-49)* Daniel's gaze was an act of faith on the partroéziled Jew to pray toward the land from
which he had been taken captive. It was a wayydgane's very posture, “God, | believe Your premi
that You will someday return us to our larfd At the end of a prayer in Dan 9, God gave Danjebef
faith to see the future of Jerusalem when it wdiddestored and when a Savior would come to that ci
to save his people from their sins. Daniel opehedatindows of prayer out of faithfulness, but itsva
faith that Daniel prayed, believing that God wodtdan incredible work in the futuf.

Second, why did Daniel pray three times a day? piastice is not mandated anywhere in Scripture, bu
is perhaps suggested by a passage such as Ps“Evdiring and morning and at noon, | will complain
and murmur, and He will hear my voic®. Remember who Daniel is. He’s one of the top tinea in

the Medo-Persian empire. No doubt he had a pléiteffaeavy responsibilities. Yet, he still had érto
pray three times a day. I'm sure one of the reatitaishe prayed that way was because he knew if he
didn't live by a schedule prayer would soon be sgeed out. Prayer was so important to Daniel that he
was willing to die rather than give up his rightiay to God> He made no excuses. Think of the lame
excuses that stop us from a faithful, consisteayqr life. We have to get our work done, we neecemo
sleep, or we are too busy. Let’s face it: “If yoe &0 busy to pray, then you are too budyThere’s a
slogan I've seen that says, “If you are really hg\a busy day, skip your devotions. Signed, Satan.”
I've made plenty of excuses to skip out on pralar.sure you have too. | know what my excuses have
been. What are your excuses? They had better kb gecause one day at the judgment seat you might
be standing right next to Danf&l.

Third, why does Daniel include “giving thanks” irstprayers when he’s going to be tossed in a lion’s
den?® Knowing the plot was hatched, knowing they weréchiamg, knowing there was no way anyone
could save you him, Daniel gave thanks! Would wedaipied with the goodness of God toward us?
Thanksgiving is not only an act of gratitude, butexpression of faith. There are many times whieave
to give thanks to God for what he has given the ndityexperiencing it at the moment. | thank thed_or
for His peace and protection when | feel afraid;ghese | know he has given these things even thbugh
may not feel them or see them at the moment. Fhiet a matter of pretending, but of acknowledging
spiritual reality. So | think the Lord for strengdhd endurance when | feel | can go on becausahida
exceeding abundantly beyond what | ask or dredharik the Lord for the ability to love when I'm bree
attacked and want to attack in retdtn.



Daniel was a man of prayer. Prayer was not a éssirt for Daniel; it was what he did! Do you meéhw
God daily, or only during emergencies? Have youeraayer in your relationship to God the number
one priority in your life? Are you seeking to kn@od better and serve Him more faithfully? Because
Daniel chose to develop and maintain a consistatk with the Lord, he did not panic when his faatid
life were laid on the line. Rather, he turned ta@s he always had and placed his burdens in tiiéd.o
hands. You can experience the peace Daniel mustteif you will put God first in your lif& It's

been said that God’s Word is the milk, meat, ardrof life. But prayer is its breath. You can lfgea
long period of time without food, but you can’t gire more than a few minutes without breath. That's
how important prayer is. We must give prayer thatilof priority in our lives? This is the essence of
Courageous Living in Chaotic Time<ourage to face adversity comes through godly atier.

Now back to our account. The satraps and govetrare Daniel right where they want him. He is
busted! Look at 6:11-15Then these men came by agreement and found Daniglaking petition

and supplication before his God. Then they approadd and spoke before the king about the king's
injunction, ‘Did you not sign an injunction that any man who makes a petition to any god or man
besides you, O king, for thirty days, is to be cashto the lions’ den?’ The king replied, ‘The
statement is true, according to the law of the Medeand Persians, which may not be revoked.” Then
they answered and spoke before the king, ‘Daniel,lvo is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no
attention to you, O king, or to the injunction which you signed, but keeps making his petition three
times a day.’ Then, as soon as the king heard thésatement, he was deeply distressed and $a$
mind on delivering Daniel; and even until sunset h&ept exerting himself to rescue him.” Then
these men came by agreement to the king and saidttee king, ‘Recognize, O king, that it is a law of
the Medes and Persians that no injunction or statw which the king establishes may be changed.”
These leaders are dirty! They are gleefully tryimgnake Daniel into Meow Mi&! They will stop at
nothing to deceive the king and bring about Dasidéath. Of course, once the king realizes whatthe
men have done, he begins working overtime to sar@dD The king likely consulted lawyers to see if
there was any way the law could be overturfiétet, under Babylon the rule was rex lex (the kimg
law). In Persia, it was lex rex (the law is kinly) the Persian culture, they believed their monasghare
infallible; therefore, they could never make a atkst The king himself could not change what he had
written, because that would be admitting his fditjy so the law of the Medes and the Persiansectom
be a law that could never be changed. Darius guti¢icree in writing, and he was stuck witf ile was
caught by a plan calculated to cost Daniel higifaithis life. The great irony here is that the iy
whom everyone was supposed to pray couldn’t evehigewn decree undorigThe conspirators did
their homework well. They were certain they had Baneutralized®

“Then the king gave orders, and Daniel was broughih and cast into the lions’ den. The king spoke
and said to Daniel, ‘Your God whom you constantlyerve will Himself deliver you™ (6:16). Why did
Dairus make this commenraniel most likely had been witnessing to his kerss telling him about
God'’s great miracle¥.Are you sharing your faith with your boss wherré'®an open door? Does your
boss know that you are a Christian? If not, thiskydet your boss and coworkers know who you believ
in where you stand. Then, like Daniel, be willimgaiccept the consequences of being faithful to $od.
Did | say consequences? Yes, | did! | would loveeable to tell you that God has promised youingth
but happiness and success in this life. But thatlévbe a lie! God never promised you a spouse or a
sexually satisfying marriage. He never promised sowspecially fulfilling job. He never guarantsed

a lucrative salary. He never promised you thatwould own your own home. Many Christians assume
that these are “unalienable rights!” But the trigthEven if you are faithful and obedient as a &tfan,
these are not guarantees. God wants you and nee“tmbformed to the image of His Son” (Rom 8:29).
He also wants to be glorified in and through ouedi. There are many times when this entails safjeri
This means our ability to handle disappointmenttaiadlis directly related to the consistency of awlk
with God. Will you ask the Lord for the grace tasmvere through your disappointment and trials?
Remembercourage to face adversity comes through godly attara



The finality of Daniel’s fate continues in 6:17-18: stone was brought and laid over the mouth of
the den; and the king sealed it with his own signatng and with the signet rings of his nobles, so
that nothing would be changed in regard to DanielThen the king went off to his palace and spent
the night fasting*® and no entertainment was brought before him; and is sleep fled from him.”

King Darius is sleepless in Babylon. He cancellééraertainment for the evening and even went into
fasting over the situation with Daniel. Darius fe#lrese lions, and rightly so! He knows all tool it
his lions were there for the purpose of torturimggners. They were usually starved, mistreated tlaen
taunted so they would rip a man to pieces. Danmmns that a male lion can grow to over ten feet in
length (including his tail), and can weigh over §@funds. A grown male can kill a 150-pound gazelle
with one swipe of his paw and can jump over a tfioee fence with that gazelle in his mouth. Of all
God's creatures, the lion is one of the most bédufearsome, awesome creatuteSo Darius is
panicked for his friend and political right-handm¥et, Daniel rested better in the lion’s den than
Darius did in the palace. Daniel may have even osedof the lions for a pillow and slept like cub!

Act 3: The Lord Delivers Daniel and Judges his Eneims (6:19-24).The story now hits its high point.
“Then the king arose at dawn, at the break of dayand went in haste to the lions’ den. When he had
come near the den to Daniel, he cried out with a tubled voice. The king spoke and said to Daniel,
‘Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, Wwom you constantly serve, been able to deliver
you from the lions?’ Then Daniel spoke to the kingO king, live forever! My God sent His angel
and shut the lions’ mouths and they have not harmedhe* inasmuch as | was found innocent
before Him; and also toward you, O king, | have comnitted no crime.’ Then the king was very
pleased and gave orders for Daniel to be taken upubof the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the
den and no injury whatever was found on him, becawshe had trusted in his God.Darius again
emphasizes that Daniel “constantly” served his (&#0; cf. 6:16). Daniel responds with astounding
calmness. The angel may have been the Lord Hirosélimay have been Michael who has the job to
protect the people of Israel (cf. 12:1). Heb 1183 us that it was Daniel states that “shut tloaiths of
lions.” Of course, as 11:35—-40 indicates, it's aletays God’s will to deliver His children. In thardy
church, untold thousands of martyrs were fed tesliand ushered into eternity. Yet, regardless, iGal
powerful and always able.

We now come to a verse that we may wish was exdludes:24, Daniel writes‘The king then gave
orders, and they brought those men who had malicialy accused Daniel, and they cast them, their
children and their wives into the lions’ den; and hey had not reached the bottom of the den before
the lions overpowered them and crushed all their boes.”? Although the Greek OT (LXX) specifies
that only the two overseers, together with theinifees, were cast into the lions’ den, this isl stiblood-
curdling decree. God gave a merciful law in DeutlB4“Fathers shall not be put to deathtfozir sons,
nor shall sons be put to death foeir fathers; everyone shall be put to death for his simr*® But this
was no the modus operandi in Persia. Herodotustired ancient writers indicated that Persian rulers
executed all of a man'’s relatives when he commitedme worthy of death. This was a sure way of
preventing assassination attempts upon the lifaeking by disgruntled relatives in future yeHrs.
Daniel wants us to see that these men were judgételr own treachery. This was their punishment fo
trying to kill a faithful government official anaf tricking the king into doing something that cadihim
much turmoil. They were the ones who paid no attartb the king and by their own law their livesree
forfeited. The fact that blameless wives and chitdwere also killed reminds me clearly that inndcen
people are often hurt as the revolt of my sins bme thing to bear my own judgment. But worstlioa
realizing the consequences of my sin spilled ovéo nocent people | lové Finally, when suffering
mistreatment trust God for deliverance, wait fordGo vindicate, and allow God to retaliate. He may
choose to use your life as a testimony of his gtorg grace. The fate of the conspirators is allfukint

of the promise given to Abraham when God declai&dd | will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you | will curse” (Gen 12:3a).



Act 4: The Lord is Praised and Daniel is Blesse(b:25—-28).0Our narrative concludes with King Darius
acknowledging the greatness of Daniel's God. Tlésprthat he offers up is reminiscent of King
Nebuchadnezzar's praise in Dan 4. Only Darius’ waurke even strongeiThen Darius the king wrote

to all the peoples, nations andnen of every language who were living in all the land: ‘May your

peace abound! | make a decree that in all the domion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble
before the God of Daniel; for He is the living Godand enduring forever, and His kingdom is one
which will not be destroyed, and His dominiorwill be forever. He delivers and rescues and

performs signs and wonders In heaven and on earthYho hasalso delivered Daniel from the power
of the lions.”® So this Daniel enjoyed success in the reign of Dias and in the reign of Cyrus the
Persian.”’ The king wanted all people under his authorityeéatear about the God of Daniel. First, this
God is a living God, unlike the dead gods and itlads many worshiped. Second, He is eternal and did
not have a beginning unlike the many so-called godse world. Third, He is sovereign and reigns
without interruption, unlike the many gods arouhdrh whose fortunes rise and fall for various reason
Fourth, He is a God who is powerful enough to weee in the affairs of men and nations and resdse H
followers. All those under Darius’ authority arestaow respect for Daniel's God. Darius is, of ceurs
not attempting to start a state religion nor isbeessarily declaring his faith in the Lord God.islat

least declaring that Daniel’s God is the greatesireg the gods and must be revereri€ed.

My children started taking piano lessons this wegkve been thinking some about the piano. It'srbe
said, “The richest cords require some black ké¥ysibw true! If we want to hit rich notes in our spial
lives, we must experience some trying times. Perlyap’ve heard that the Chinese word for crisis is
written by combining the symbol for danger and apyaity.>® What a great picture for believers: Every
time you and | face a crisis or a trial, there wéltainly be danger. Nevertheless, each crigis is
opportunity for you and me to glorify Go@ourage to face adversity comes through godly ottara
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Study Questions

1. How do my coworkers, neighbors, and classmatesse@@an 6:1-5)? Would there be enough evidence to
convict me of being a Christian? In what area oflifieyis it most obvious | am a follower of Chridtibrace
Greeley had a saying that Harry Truman liked totguti-ame is a vapor, popularity an accident, rictake
wings, those who cheer today may curse tomorroly, @me thing endures—character.” Am | man or woman
of character? Why or why not?

2. When have | experienced a promotion, award, orsbigonly to have something “bad” immediately occur
(Dan 6:1-18)? How did | respond to these adversacistances? In what ways is my life a series sfarml
downs? How do | keep my faith in Christ in the nbidsthese challenges? Who has been an example tf m
persevering godliness? Have | expressed my gratéind appreciation to this brother or sister?

3. How consistent is my prayer life (Dan 6:10-11)? WHe | set aside time to pray? What have | leaatett
prayer that has been particularly helpful to meZaWirayer lessons could | pass on to a new Chmiztisow
have | learned to pray in the tough times? Erneati$Worth, a champion of effective prayer, saida$For a
faith that will not shrink when washed in the watef affliction.” Read Luke 18:1-8.

4. Why does God let His faithful children suffer (Dari1-17)? When have | been especially obedient tonbe
hit by a trial? Why is doing right no guaranteergtt@ng will go right? How can | refuse to be dipamted
with God? Do | genuinely believe that God doeswtane anything? How can | continually remind myss|f
this truth?

5. When have | seen God judge my enemies (Dan 6:2d43@ Romans 12:17-21. How has God vindicated me in
the midst of my trials (Dan 6:25-28)? How do | fabbut God when He comes through in my life? Have |
shared these testimonies with other believers aad enbelievers? How have people responded? Todky,
commit to consistently sharing God’s goodness towitie others in my life?



Notes

! | showed this video when | preached this text.\itkeo technician found a usable copy of this conuiaéon a
Russian web site of all placd#tp://videosostav.ru/video/dd1dab27cac59d91e3d@iGe93ad/ It appears that
St. Paul Insurance was bought out by or merged Trilvelers Insurance. Most of the old St. Paul cenumals
seem to have been wiped out as a result, so oobetbaved on other web sites still exist (like tinie in Russia).

2 Longman writes, “The modern parallels to Daniéh 8Vestern democracies take place not in the asénalture
wars, but rather in more local situations. A liliaris fired because she refuses to work on a Sumdaning
during worship services. A young teenager is tgldhis parents that he may not meet with the neididua
church’s youth group for prayer because they dowvaatt him involved in ‘all that superstition.” A feiis told that
she can be a Christian, but must not act likeatiad the house. Where we today most often encouoatglict
analogous to Daniel 6 is the law of God versuddteof an employer, a parent, a spouse.” Trempaghtan Ill,
Daniel. The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids: dervan, 1999), 171.

3 “Daniel 6 finds its closest parallel with DaniellSotice, though, a subtle difference that makesi€& more than
a mere repetition. While the story of the threerfds of Daniel in the fiery furnace shows how gighful refuse to
participate in idolatrous religious practices, fiiesent chapter shows how they refuse to refraim foroper
worship of God. Daniel is told not to pray to Yalhweut he does so nonetheless. Daniel obeys Gaw',siot the
immutable law of the Medes and Persians.” Longramiel, 159. Sailhamer notes, “There is also a link betwe
the events of ch. 6 and Daniel’s vision in ch.u&ths Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of the statue \gittdan head
(ch. 2) and then made a golden statue (ch. 3)lssdarach. 6 Daniel was thrown into a den of li@m&l then, in ch.
7, saw a vision of wild beasts, the first of whighs a lion. Moreover, Daniel is rescued from thiel\weasts, just as
the saints of the Most High are to be rescued ftwarfourth beast (7:21-22).”John SailhanTdre NIV Compact
Bible CommentaryGrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994), 402.

* LongmanDaniel, 158.

® This is the use of the Aramaic word for “injury$ed metaphorically for political interest (cf. Ez:22; Esther
7:4).

® paul BenwareDaniel’s Prophecy of Things to Cort@lifton, TX: Scofield Ministries, 2007), 115.

’ This parallels what Pharaoh did to Joseph in Geat4

8 Stephen R. MillerDaniel. The New American Commentary (Nashville: Broadriarolman, 1994), 178.

° Ernest C. Luca)aniel. Apollos Old Testament Commentary (Downers GronterVarsity; Leicester: UK:
Apollos, 2002), 148.

19 Miller, Daniel, 178.

™ Charles R. SwindolDaniel: God’s Pattern for the Futur@-ullerton, CA: Insight for Living, 1986), 51.

2 william Carr PeelLiving in the Lion’s Den without Being EatéBolorado Springs: NavPress, 1994), 157.

13 The same motives that led the Chaldean officiatsccuse the three Hebrew youths in Dan 3 are apihathe
same motives that caused these officials to tryfemdaccusations against Daniel (cf. 6:13).

14 peel,Living in the Lion’s Den without Being Eatei%9.
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