“The Gift that Keeps on Giving” (Ephesians 2:8-10)

Imagine you're going into the hospital to have heargery. You're anxious and cranky. You didnéegh
well the night before. And now you and your fantigve a ton of questions and concerns regarding the
procedure. Who are you going to want to talk to?i@usly, a surgeon who knows what he’s talking
about! You need someone who is competent and uadelsthe ins and outs of heart surgery.

While heart surgery is vitally important, soul seingis even more significant. Heart surgery willghgou
in this life, but it will do nothing for you in theext life. Conversely, soul surgery is good fothbihis

life andthe life to come. Therefore, soul doctors mustdmtain that they are competent and skilled in
sharing the cure for the human soul. Although Gatthé Great Physician, we've been entrusted weh th
privilege of sharing His life-giving message. It'stical that we get it right!

The first ten verses of Ephesians 2 are ten ofrth&t important verses in the entire Bible. The fluw
thought is beautiful. Paul begins wittmazing Depth§2:1-3) as he takes us down to the Death Valley of
the Soul where all are seen to be dead in theisgr@ssions and sins. Then in 2:4-7 we're takenpp,
and away tdAmazing Heightsto the very pinnacle of life as we are seatetthénheavenly realms with
Christ. This incredible journey from the amazingtths to the amazing heights is capsulized in the
Amazing Gracelescribed in 2:8-9. This section concludes in itB Amazing Work As much as I'd
like to take us through this entire unit, for owurposes, we'll limit our study to 2:8-10. Paul ws}‘For
by grace you have been saved through faith; and thaot of yourselvesit is the gift of God; not as a
result of works, so that no one may boast. For wa@His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for
good works, which God prepared beforehand so that &would walk in them.” In these three verses,
salvation is depicted dke gift that keeps on givings we slowly and carefully unwrap this text, five
facets of salvation will be identified.

1. Salvation is by grac€?2:8a)? In 2:8 Paul tells us how we're saved. He begirta fé@miliar words:

“For by grace you have been saved.The word “for” (@ar) explains the surpassing riches of God’s
grace (cf. 2:7) and elaborates the parenthetiatdsient in 2:5 (“by grace you have been savéd”).
Theologically speaking, “gracetiiaris) means “unmerited favof.It's getting something good you
don’t deserve. We're saved because God is goodauatuse we're goodn other words, God’s grace is
responsible for our salvation. A well-known acronfangrace is: “God’s riches at Christ’'s expense.”
While salvation is “by grace,” it's critical to regnize that it cost Jesus Christ His life. The aelgson

we can enjoy a free salvation is because He paiheendous price. This glorious expression of God’s
grace distinguishes Christianity from all the rigits of the world.

The verb translated “you have been saveds0smenbis a perfect passive participle (cf. 2:5). The
passive voice means the act of saving is somethimich is being done to me or for me. I'm making no
contribution to the act of my salvation. The perfense emphasizes action initiated in the past, th
effects of which continue into the present and belyd@ herefore, salvation has a moment of initiation
the past, but the results of that primary expegarantinue. This underscores the permanence of our
salvation of the believer’s eternal security in i€hSalvation ighe gift that keeps on giving

2. Salvation is through faith (2:8a). Paul writes,'For by grace you have been saved through faith.”
The channel by which we receive salvation is fait@hrist® Faith isn’t an act or work that earns merit
with God, which He rewards with salvation. Wheneaspn puts out his hand to take a gift that someone
else offers, he or she is doing nothing to meat tift. The giver gets credit for the gift, noettreceiver.
Likewise faith isn’'t a meritorious workFaith is the hand that simply receives God’s afisalvation. By
Christ's death and resurrection for our sins, Hmalgraciously promises eternal life to all whal wil
simply believe Him for it. Our salvation is by Hisace alone through faith alofe.




The same faith that is necessary to have a reitipiwith God is the same faith exhibited when s&mnd
children off to school, taking prescription medirating in a restaurant, depositing money in aMA
machine, signing a contract, and driving on thénigy. It's not faith that saves. Faith is not magic
There’s no saving virtue in it. Rather, itddowe have faith in—Christ. The New Testament neags &
man is saved on account of his faith, but alwawgs ltle is savethroughfaith orby meanf faith? The
saving power resides exclusively, not in the adaith or in the nature of faith, but in the objectfaith,
Jesus Christ. The object of faith doesn’t deterntirgenature of faith. If someone writes a checkesialy
believing she has adequate funds to cover it wheneally doesn’t, has she believed any less fretrei
did have adequate funds? Of course not! Likewise,aan believe in Buddha and another believe in
Christ. Both believe in the same way, but only wilebe saved. What is different is the object & br
her faith. Who or what you believe makes all tHéedénce in this life . . . and in the next.

3. Salvation is a qift(2:8b). Paul insists that salvation‘ithe gift of God.” He doesn’t call salvation a
wage, a prize, or an award. All of these are earRather, he calls salvation a “gift.” When a pergn't
capable of earning a wage, can win no prize, asdrdes no award yet receives such a gift anywdistha
a good picture of God’'s unmerited favor! One of theef emphases of the New Testament is that
salvation is a free gift. Paul himself calls sallvata “gift” or a “free gift” no less than nine tas’° In the
last phrase of 2:8, Paul lays the emphasis upon Tuelfirst word isheou—“of God” (cf. 2:4)* The

word order of the Greek phrase makes an emphaticast with the pronoun “yourselvediymor).

Paul’s point is that God, not humans, is the prewif salvation. Literally, the clause reads, “&nid
[salvation] is not of yourselves, of God is thetgif It's a gift that costs everything to the giver and
nothing to the receiver. Now that’s free grace withcharge at all, no strings attached.

Suppose | invite you to dinner and we have a greaning, but when you get ready to go home | ssepri
you with a bill of fifty dollars for the meal. Ouelationship would change drastically, from on@ace

to one of obligation. The meal would no longer kgfaof grace, but merely a service for which hojje
you a fee. A lot of modern marketing cleverly mixesrks and grace. For instance, the “Buy one, get o
free” ad isn't really a free offer. If it were, tlagl would simply say, “Get one free.” This has lmeeo
especially frustrating to me because of the recendition that you must buy two drinks. As anyone
should know, drinks are where restaurants make ti@ney. This is rather deceptive.

Tragically, down throughout history churches anlielers of every persuasion have pulled that same
“bait and switch” trick: Salvation is God'’s freeftgihere’s how you earn it. When a person doesgém
our expectations of what a believer should be ey @od and determine where there person will likely
spend eternity. Big mistake! God doesn't need fnspectors. He's capable of being Judge and Jury.
think most of us have enough to be concerned ahbidlitour own fruit of lack thereof.

4. Salvation is not of works(2:8b, 9).Paul reaffirms the divine origin of salvation wHamwrites,". . .
and that not of yourselves”(2:8b). The demonstrative pronoun “that/thisfuto) refers to salvatioof

2:5 and 8 (see NASB side or center column refepeiidehe whole enchilada of salvation, including
grace and faith is the gift of God. We did nothiogleserve it. It required no effort on our part
whatsoever. It's purely “the gift of God” to be e®eed by faith. In 2:9Paul again emphasizes the gift of
salvation when he writes[Salvation is]not as a result of works, so that no one may boastPaul is a
soul surgeon giving very serious directions forespription: “Take salvation without work$: The

notion of God'’s love coming free of charge, norgjs attached, seems to go against every humandnsti
of humanity. Every religion, cult, and spirituabw in the world teaches that salvation depend$ien t
good things that we do. The Buddhist eight-folchp#tte Hindu doctrine of karma, the Jewish covenant
the Muslim code of law—each of these offers a veagarn approval. So the world is right after all: A
the religions are basically the same. They eitbach “salvation by works” or as combination of tfai
and works.* Only Christianity dares to make God'’s love unctindal*° But that is because Christianity
isn't a religion but a relationship with God thrdudesus ChrisBalvation ighe gift that keeps on giving




One reason that salvation is “not as a result aksids obliterate any boasting. The greaf t@ntury
evangelist, D. L. Moody claimed that if anybody eget to heaven because of anything they had done
the rest of us would never hear the end 8flsn't that the truth! We can all be so arrog&ntet, the

only thing we can contribute to salvation is our. $%e have absolutely nothing to bring to the tatife
can't even brag about our belief or our spiritieistivity because these gifts are all part andglaf
God's gracious gift of salvatio®alvation ighe gift that keeps on giving

We must understand that if we depend upon anytiitygnd Jesus for salvation, then we're really
saying, “Jesus Christ alone is not enough.” Thelevpoint of the gospel is: Jesus Chghts nothing
equals salvation; Jesus Chysiis anythingequals damnation. Or if you prefer Jesus Chplist nothing
equals everything; Jesus Chpéitis anythingequals nothing.

| read about an instant cake mix that was a bijg fldne instructions said all you had to do was\adter
and bake. The company couldn’t understand whydit'tisell—until their research discovered that the
buying public felt uneasy about a mix that requioety water. Apparently people thought it was too
easy. So the company altered the formula and cldathgedirections to call for adding an egg to thie m
in addition to the water. The idea worked and splesmed dramatically.

Isn’t this how some people react to the plan ofat#dn? To them it sounds too easy and simple to be
true. They feel that there is something more thagtrdo, something they must add to God'’s “recijpe” f
salvation. Unlike the cake-mix manufacturer, God hat changed His “formula” to make salvation more
marketable. The gospel we proclaim must be fregosks, even though it may sound too eHsy.

Today, if you've never received the free of salwativould you believe in Christ? He promises eternal
life to all who will simply believe His promise. Yfou've never placed you faith in Christ alone gsie
consider praying this simple prayer: “Lord Jesus;Knowledge that I've sinned in word, thought,
attitude, and deed. | understand that my sin desdovbe punished by eternal separation from You.
However, | recognize that Christ died and arosengrbehalf to rescue me from sin. I'm persuadedisf H
promise to give eternal life to those who simple ldan for it. I'm depending upon Jesus perfect pars
and work as my only way to heaven. Thank you, Lérmen.”

5. Salvation is for works(2:10).In 2:8 Paul toldus how we’re saved; in 2:9 he told us how we’re not
saved; and now in 2:10 he tells us why we're saVégire not savethy good works; we're saveadr
good works. The apostle writé§or we are His workmanship, created® in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we wdd walk in them.” This single verse is full of
rich insights First, we are God'’s “workmanship.The pronoun “his” gutoy is the emphatic first word
in 2:10 and links back to the emphatic use of “Gftdgoy in 2:8. The word “workmanship” comes from
the Greek worgboiema from which we derive our English word poéhHowever poiemaoriginally
referred to any work of art. It could mean a statusong, architecture, a poem, or a painting. ,Ttmas
best rendering is likely “his work of art, his magtiece.® Interestingly, the worgoiemaoccurs
elsewhere in the New Testament only in Rom 1:2@&refit refers to God’s majestic work of creatfon.
Paul is saying that God is the Artist and we'rewitueks of art that He’s created. We're His maskxps.
What a glorious truth about your significance irri€h(i.e., not self-esteem, but Christ-esteem).

Secondly, we are created in Christ Jesus for goantkg. Nothing creates itself. Salvation was not
brought about by us. It was God’s &tPaul’s point is that just as we contributed naghim our initial
physical creation neither did we contribute anyghio our spiritual re-creation. God’s saved pe@pketo
be a witness to the wonders of His gracehe word translated “createcktizo) always refers to that
which God create®f. Furthermore, this verb is in the aorist tense gassive voice, and since the subject
is God, it is obvious that God is the one who aciigoh us at a given point in time to make us creatu
who belong to Hinf/ The reason God created us was not an end in itsetésfor (epi) good works.



Thirdly, we are predestined to walk in obedien@od “prepared beforehandirpetoimazd specific
works that you and | would walk out. The only othse of this verb in the New Testament occurs in
Rom 9:23, where Paul discusses God’s predestindtia@ternity past before we were “created in Ghris
Jesus,” God prepared works for us to do. In oréulfill God’s goal in your existence, you're exgted

to “walk out” the gift you have receivétiThe verb “walk” peripateq is used metaphorically to mean
“live in a consistent manner.” The tense of theowerfers to continuing practice. However, it's viort
noting that this verb is in the Greek subjunctiveonh, confirming that it's something that may or nmay
happen. In other words, good works or lack thehesfnothing to do with salvation. Good works aee th
purpose, not the procuring cause. They're the &iugtalvation, not its basis or cadé@he good works
are not the cause of salvation, but the desiradtreGod’s effort through Christ Jestfaworks are
essential for spiritual growth, and eternal rewalid®y are our “thank you” note to God for His figét

of salvation. Don’t miss God’s overall purpose your life.

Walking is a part of our daily lives. We often devithout thinking. A couple of weeks ago, | dichs®
prayer walking in the auditorium. Even though | wasaring my New Balance tennis shoes, | still
blistered up. As | humbly and gingerly walked béakhe church office | was practically walking dret
sides of my feet. In the midst of my discomfitoutdn’t help but think, “I should have calluses NOT
blisters. | need to do more prayer walking.” Houetr You and | need to develop some spiritual calus
from walking out good works in as a consequendb@fift of grace we’ve received.

My mother and father-in-law have sleep apnea. Ereyunable to breath on their own while they sleep.
Consequently, they have to use a respirator, widbs them breathe. As long as they can breathe on
their own power, the respirator does them no gBodlwhen they cooperate with the respirator, things
happen. They are still involved in the process;esithie oxygen is coming in and out of their mowthd
lungs. They are working in unison, but the maclisngtimately doing the work. Similarly, God warits
breathe His very life into you. He wants to help yonction well and live a life worthy of your caig.

You can't breathe spiritually without Him, and et can I. His grace is the very oxygen in our &ing
that makes the spiritual life possible. As we yieldselves to Christ, He fills us with the incrddibife-
giving gift of grace® Salvation ighe gift that keeps on giving

You likely look forward to Christmas every yeahdt you anxiously anticipate giving and receiviliftsg
Regardless of who you are, you undoubtedly loveivawy gifts, even if receiving gifts isn't yourcVe
language.” It's likely that you also enjoying gigigifts. After all, this act brings you satisfactiand
meaning. The good news is you and | can celebratisithas type giving every dadylf you and |
recognize that the gift of salvation has benefitt,only in the past, but in the present and fytwe=can
rejoice in God’s grace on a daily basis. Out of@lomndance, we can also choose to give gifts away t
God and others for all that Christ has done foMesy we model an attitude of gratitude as we redgon
God'’s glorious and matchless grace.
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Ephesians 2:8-10

John 4:7-10

Acts 15:6-11

Romans 3:21-31

1 Corinthians 1:26-31
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Study Questions

1.

How significant is God’s grace in providing for mglvation? Why is God'’s grace so essential in #heasion
equation? What does God’s grace mean to me? Houdwedplain God’s grace to an unbeliever? How hiave
learned to appropriate grace in my Christian expee?

What is faith? How would | explain faith to a be or an unbeliever? Do | truly believe that faatbne in
Christ alone is the sole condition of salvation?Mdhwhy not? In what way(s) did Eph 2:8-10 chaeitleer
my thinking or my theological terminology?

Why is the gift of grace such a beautiful pictufeternal salvation? How can | help others overctimee
following mindsets (e.g., there isn’t anything fiaehis life, it's too easy/good to be true)? Whaes God’s
unconditional love mean to me? How can | model linae to others?

Why is it so easy to boast in salvation? Why iselsich at temptation to contribute to God'’s difsalvation?
How can | ensure that | point others to the Lortpwalone is the author and preserver of salvaWh@n other
believers intentionally or unintentionally glory themselves, how can | point them back to Christ?

How can | avoid implying that works are a necesgany of salvation? What types of terms or expmsshave
| used that | now see are misleading or erroneblas® can | help others present the gospel cleardysamply?
How can | also encourage and motivate others fil {@lod’s works in their lives?
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