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Zion Lutheran Church

Sundays with Zion
Worship . ...... 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Bible Hour . . . ... .. 11:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany — February 1, 2026

Please observe a few minutes of quiet time as you prepare for worship. We invite you to
pray and read the Scriptures for the day.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER TODAY (Please see “Words

to prepare our hearts and lives” on page 15)

ALL WORSHIPERS are asked to please fill out the information sheet in the bulletin.

Before we begin, you are also invited to pray and to read the Scripture for today’s worship.

WE LOVE OUR KIDS ... We love to have them in the service with us, but if your

child needs a break, we do have a “cry room” in the entry way of the church.

A PRAYER AS WE GATHER

O Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as You gather us together to worship You
in spirit and in truth, prepare us to receive the preaching of Your Word and all Your life-
giving gifts such that we would repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only
Rescuer, and grow in caring service for all. Hear us for His sake. Amen.

As We Gather

Many of the words that we use on a regular basis in our worship have a rich
and meaningful history that is often not well known. The word blessed or
blessing used in the liturgy and hymns of the church is derived from the Old
English word bloedsian, “to make something sacred.” This word, traced further
back to an ancient Germanic dialect, originally meant “to make sacred in
marking with blood.” That meaningful linkage is well reflected in the
eighteenth-century hymn text by English clergyman Joseph Humphreys, which
begins: “Blest the children of our God, They are bought with Christ’s own blood;
They are ransomed from the grave, Life eternal they will have” (LW 370:1). In
his poetic text, Humphreys echoes 1 John, where we read: “But if we walk in
the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin” (1:7). We are blessed though
the blood of Jesus to be the children of God! As we pray with hymnwriter
Humphreys: “With them numbered may we be here and in eternity!” (LW 370:1).
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Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt.

Tune: Oude en

Nieuwe Hollantse . .

Text and tune: Public domain

. Contredansen, c. 1710, Amsterdam

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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Invocation Matthew 28:19
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Service of the Word
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

Gloria in Excelsis 204
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;

2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—

In God the Fa-ther’s glo - ry. “A - men!” our glad

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P
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Sit

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

re - ply.

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us
in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one

God, now and forever.
Amen.

Old Testament Reading

1Hear what the LORD says:
Arise, plead your case before the mountains,
and let the hills hear your voice.
2Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD,
and you enduring foundations of the earth,
for the LORD has an indictment against his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
3“0 my people, what have I done to you?
How have I wearied you? Answer me!
4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt
and redeemed you from the house of slavery,
and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
50 my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised,
and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him,
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal,
that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”
4
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6“With what shall I come before the LORD,
and bow myself before God on high?

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousands of rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”

8He has told you, O man, what is good,;
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18The word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 2!For since, in the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand
signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak
in the world to shame the strong; 26God chose what is low and despised in the
world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no
human being might boast in the presence of God. 3°He is the source of your life
in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness and
sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel
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Matthew 5:1-12

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1Seeing the crowds, [Jesus| went up on the mountain, and when he sat down,
his disciples came to him.

2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

+“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

5“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.

7“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
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9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.

11“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds
of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward
is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message
Children are invited to the front for a brief teaching especially for them.

Stand

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.



And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the

dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.
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Text and tune: Public domain
Sit
Sermon Pastor Philip Tesch

Response to the Word

Confession and Absolution

(P)

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel (Silence for reflection on our need for forgiveness)

(P)

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority (John 20:22-23; 1 Corinthians 4:1), I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



Offering

Please leave a yellow information sheet for your household in the plate that is passed
with any offerings you may have as an act of worship in response to Christ's abundant

kindness toward us.

(You can also click on the Online Giving button at ZionLutheranNH.org to set up one-time
or recurring payments when you are at home or even now in worship, which may take

you only 2 minutes)

The Matchless Name Of Jesus

Praise to the matchless name of Jesus

Sing of His grace forevermore

Raise now an endless hallelujah

To the matchless name of Jesus Christ the Lord

Chorus
We sing the name the matchless name of Jesus
We hymn the name the angels long adore
From age to age one chorus rings forevermore
To the matchless name of Jesus Christ the Lord

Come to the fountain of forgiveness

Run to the light of His great love

Join in the joy of this salvation

Now that echoes through the endless realms above Chorus

Go to the corners of creation

Christ be the name that we proclaim

Go 'til His glory fills the nations

And the heavens with His everlasting praise Chorus

All blessing and honor

And praise be to the Lamb
All glory forever more

Amen, amen, amen Repeat

Chorus
We sing the name the matchless name of Jesus
We hymn the name the angels long adore
From age to age one chorus rings forevermore

To the matchless name of Jesus Christ the Lord
CCLI Song # 7235585 Matt Boswell | Matt Papa | Matthew Merker

© 2024 Getty Music Hymns and Songs; Getty Music Publishing; Love Your Enemies Publishing; Matthew Merker Music;
Messenger Hymns  For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
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Prayers of the People
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Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

Lord, You have called us to good work in our various vocations. Give us
courage that we might never be ashamed of Christ and Him crucified, but
be free to boast in the Lord within our callings. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all wisdom, You tell us plainly that the Word of the cross is folly to
those who are perishing, but it is Your power to all who are being saved.
Strengthen the faith of pastors and congregations, that they would not
turn to man-made wisdom but boldly proclaim Christ and Him crucified.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son as the Savior of the world, that all the
families of the nations might worship before You. Bless the families of this
congregation with Your grace and protection, that they might remember
You in both joy and trouble and worship before You forevermore. Lord, in
Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

O Lord of lords, You rescued Your people from Egypt and confounded
Balak, king of Moab, for their protection. Guide the decisions and actions
of all earthly authorities, that Your people may live in peace and quietness.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Almighty God, when Christ returns in His glory You promise to wipe away
every tear from every eye. Comfort those who mourn. Heal and deliver,
according to Your good and gracious will, those troubled by sickness and
affliction. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

God of all righteousness, You command us to be holy as You are holy, and
You sanctify us with Your Son’s body and blood. Prepare the hearts of all
who partake of the Sacrament today, that they might repent of their sin,
trust in Your promises and find their righteousness in Christ. Lord, in
Your mercy,

11



hear our prayer.

Holy Father, You know the way of the righteous. Preserve Your people from
walking in the counsel of the wicked, from standing in the way of sinners
and from sitting in the seat of scoffers. By Your grace, cause them to delight
in Your Holy Word. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, may your blessing be upon our Call Committee as they seek
your wisdom and guidance in their work of looking at possible candidates
to call and serve as Zion’s next Pastor. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us,
Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface 208

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P} Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

(P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Sanctus 208
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy
on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should
not perish but have eternal life.

As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the
incarnation of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your
glory in human flesh.

We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to
us. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may
one day behold Your glory face to face.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13
Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
13



as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:

“Take, eat; this is My *} body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.
Agnus Dei LSB 210
o . | J
7 \ | | | 1
(en—— { % — o i
\'j/ - - P [ —] #
10 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
9 #JJ. ’
e | &
' |
You take the sin of the world a - way;
You take the sin of the world a - way;
n H Il
4wy I | J
(st 1 = o %
X - ‘

0 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
14



f) &
B

) -3 ‘ ! ‘ .
y <" | [ | | ] |
o — . = = |
[y o 4 = :
Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, 0] Lord, we  pray.
Text: Stephen P. Starke
Distribution

Words to prepare our hearts and lives

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful means of grace given to us by God. Christ gives His body and
blood to forgive sins, renew faith, and cause us to grow in His love and service. We also
remember and praise God for the sacrifice Christ made on our behalf on the cross. Out of
pastoral concern and care and taking to heart the word in 1 Corinthians 11:36, “A man ought to
examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup,” before receiving this means
of God'’s grace properly we should positively answer the following:

e Do I need forgiveness for sin?

e Do I believe in Christ as my Savior and have been Baptized?
e Do I believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine?
e Do I desire to turn from sin and live for God and others in love and service?

If you are unsure or desire to learn more about what it means to take the Lord’s Supper, please
speak with an elder or pastor before or after the service. Those not partaking of the Lord’s
Supper, including children, are invited to come forward with arms folded across the chest to
receive a blessing

Grape juice is available in the center of the serving tray

God’s Blessings!

Prayer before Communing

O Lord, our God, in Holy Baptism You have called us to be Christians and granted
us the remission of sins. Make me ready to receive the most holy Body and Blood
of Christ for the forgiveness of all my sins and grant us grateful hearts that we
may give thanks to You, O Father, to Your Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

After Receiving Communion

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving
Body and Blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that,
having with our mouths feasted on this holy meal, we may by faith obtain and
forever enjoy Your divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, eternal life in Christ, and
unity with one another; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
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The Wine and the Bread

Chorus
The wine and the bread,
The table is set.
This is His body, His blood.
The bread and the wine,
Remembering we find
Jesus is here for us.

He calls us to come to Him.

He will cover all our sins,

Son of God, full of truth and grace.

We pray that we will offer praise,

And worship Him for all our days.

We hunger for His righteousness and faith. Chorus

In the mystery of love,

You came to us from up above

That we may see Your glory and Your light.
Holy Blessed Trinity,

What was, What is, and What will be,

We hunger for Your everlasting life. Chorus

© 2011 Jimmie L. Young / Published 2011 by Concordia Publishing House
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Printed in U.S.A.

The Lord Almighty Reigns

There’s an endless song
Waiting to be sung

With the voice of every tribe
The sound of every tongue

When the bride of Christ

On that day of days

Brings with joy unto the Lamb
A multitude of praise

Like the roar of mighty seas
And rolls of thunder
Hear His people sing

Chorus
Hallelujah hallelujah
For the Lord Almighty reigns

16



Hallelujah hallelujah
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns

We will join the feast
Rest from battles won
Tell with great rejoicing
All the wonders God has done

And like the roar of mighty seas
And rolls of thunder
All the church will sing Chorus

Certain of that day

Christ we will proclaim
Oh that more would share the prize
Salvation in His name

Then greater will the anthem ring

The mighty chorus rising to the King Chorus 2x
For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns

CCLI Song # 7207247

Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty | Matt Boswell | Matt Papa
© 2022 Getty Music Hymns and Songs; Getty Music Publishing; Love Your Enemies Publishing; Messenger Hymns
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -1lu - ia, al-le-lu -
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Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast
to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in
the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His
coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast
of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

By Faith

By faith we see the hand of God

In the light of creation’s grand design

In the lives of those who prove His faithfulness
Who walk by faith and not by sight

By faith our fathers roamed the earth
With the pow’r of His promise in their hearts
Of a holy city built by God’s own hand
A place where peace and justice reign

Chorus
We will stand as children of the promise
We will fix our eyes on Him our soul’s reward
Till the race is finished and the work is done
We'll walk by faith and not by sight.

By faith the prophets saw a day

When the longed-for Messiah would appear

With the pow’r to break the chains of sin and death
And rise triumphant from the grave

By faith the Church was called to go

In the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost

To deliver captives and to preach good news
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In ev’ry corner of the earth Chorus

By faith this mountain shall be moved

And the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail

For we know in Christ all things are possible
For all who call upon His name Chorus
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¢ The VISION of Zion Lutheran Church ¢

In response to God's amazing grace and love
Zion Lutheran Church is a place of refuge
where children, youth and adults are:

(GROUNDED in God's unchanging Word,

REACHING OUT with the Good News of
Jesus Christ locally and globally,

ACCEPTING others in the same loving way
God has accepted us,

CHANGING into committed Christ followers, and

EMPOWERED to be Christ's hands and feet
joyfully serving others.

Our Core Values

We Believe:

€ We are saved by Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2: 8-9; Rom. 3:22-24; Titus
3:4-7)

€ Jesus is the Way, the Truth & the Life! No one comes to the Father except through
Him! (John 14:6; Acts 4:12)

€ Scripture is the Word of God. It is without error and our only source for life and faith!
(2 Tim. 3:16; John 20:31; 2 Peter 1:20-21)

€ Baptism & the Lord’s Supper are the means by which God touches our lives with His
grace. (Rom 6:1-7; 1 Peter 3:21; Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-26)

€ God has chosen us to proclaim the Gospel to our community and world. (Matt. 28:18-
20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15)

4 In the power of God working through the Holy Spirit & Prayer. (John 14:26; Acts
4:31; Mark 11:24; Phil 4:6-7)

€ We desire to remain a loving (1Cor 13; 1John 4:7-11), caring family of God.

€ We cherish our Lutheran heritage.




