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Zion Lutheran Church 
Sundays with Zion 

Worship . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Bible Hour . . . . . . . . 11:00 a.m. 

First Sunday of Advent – November 30, 2025 
Please observe a few minutes of quiet time as you prepare for worship. We invite you to pray and 
read the Scriptures for the day. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!   

WE CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER TODAY (Please see “Words to 

prepare our hearts and lives” on page15) 

ALL WORSHIPERS are asked to please fill out the information sheet in the bulletin.  Before 

we begin, you are also invited to pray and to read the Scripture for today’s worship. 

WE LOVE OUR KIDS … We love to have them in the service with us, but if your child 

needs a break, we do have a “cry room” in the entry way of the church.  

A PRAYER AS WE GATHER 
O Lord, our Creator, Redeemer, and Comforter, as You gather us together to worship You in spirit 
and in truth, prepare us to receive the preaching of Your Word and all Your life-giving gifts such 
that we would repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ as our only Rescuer, and grow in caring 
service for all. Hear us for His sake. Amen. 

As We Gather 
This Advent season is a time of preparation – to prepare ourselves to welcome Him who 
came humbly as a king by earthly standards, yet the King we welcome by faith as Savior 
and Lord. More than that, we continually prepare ourselves in repentant joy to receive 
Him who humbly yet powerfully still comes to us in Word and Sacrament by His Holy 
Spirit. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your King is Coming! 
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 PREPARATION  
 

Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath              Isaiah 2:2–3, 5; Psalm 119:105 

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, as we begin this season of Advent, let this wreath and the 
candles progressively lit each week remind us that Jesus Christ came to 
conquer the darkness of sin and lead us into the light of His glorious kingdom. 
As the prophet Isaiah writes in today’s Old Testament Reading, “It shall come 
to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the 
hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, and many peoples shall come, and 
say: 

People: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God 
of Jacob, that He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His 
paths. . . . Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.” 

 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into this world, bless us 
as we light this candle in the beginning of our preparation for Your coming. 
Enter our hearts and minds with the light of Your love that we may welcome 
and receive You with joy as our true and eternal King; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet 
People: and a light to my path. 
 
The first candle is lit.  
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Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (st. 4): 
tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001   Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000463 
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain 

 

Opening Sentences          Psalm 24:7–8; Matthew 21:9 
Pastor: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
People: that the King of glory may come in.  
 
Pastor: Who is this King of glory? 
People: The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 
 
Pastor: “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
People: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 

highest!” 
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Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 sts. 5–6 

 

 

 
Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (st. 5): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 6): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006  Tune: 
Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (st. 5): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 6): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000463   Tune: Public domain 

 

Confession and Absolution 
Pastor: Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that often we have welcomed and received 

You with our lips, but have not welcomed nor received You as the King You 
are. 

People: We have dishonored and disobeyed You with our thoughts, words, and 
actions. We have not loved You with our whole heart, and we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 
Silence for meditation 
 

Pastor: Have mercy on us, O God; 
People: for the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us, renew us, and lead us that we 

may walk in Your will and follow Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Bring forth new life and lasting light in us today and in this 
Advent season, that we may honor and serve You as our true King in 
and above all things. 
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Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 st. 7 

 

 

 

Pastor: Out of His great love for us, God sent His only Son, Jesus, into our sinful 
world to be born in flesh and live in our midst, to die for our sins, and to rise 
from the dead, giving us forgiveness and life. As a called and ordained 
servant of the Word, and at the command and by the promise of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the the 
Lord! 

People: Hosanna in the highest. Come, Jesus, our Lord and King, and fill us 
with peace and joy. Amen. 

 

Savior of the Nations, Come LSB 332 st. 8 
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 WORD  
 

Introit       Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

Behold, your king is coming to you; 
   righteous and having salvation. 
Save us, we pray, O LORD! 
   O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
   We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
The LORD is God, and He has made his light to shine upon us. 
   Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; 
   You are my God; I will extol You. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
   and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
   righteous and having salvation. 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
O Lord, as You came humbly as King into Jerusalem and humbly as a King in 
our flesh born into this world, set our eyes on Your kingdom that is not of this 
world. Grant us the continued gift of faith that we may humbly welcome and 
receive You as You come to us still in Your Word and Sacraments; for You 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading                        Isaiah 2:1–5  

(When the King comes, the mountain of the Lord will be established and there will be peace.) 

 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD. 

Lector:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle                  Romans 13:(8–10) 11–14  

(Called to walk in the light at the coming of our Lord and King) 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the 
day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 
13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual 
immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
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Lector:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse                Psalm 24:7 

Alleluia.  
Lift up your heads, O gates!  
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,  
that the King of glory may come in.  
Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel                 Matthew 24:36-44  

(The King is coming soon) 

Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of 
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were 
unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41Two women 
will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 

Children’s Message 
Children are invited to the front for a brief teaching especially for them. 
 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
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     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the   

dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Advent of Our King LSB 331 
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5 Before the dawning day 
    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 
The sinful self be put away, 
    The new self now put on. 

 
D 6 All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 
With Father, Spirit, ever one 
    Through all eternity. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. John Chandler, 1806–76, alt. 
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76    Text and tune: Public domain 
 

 

Message       “The Best Kind of Insomnia”     Pastor Russ Hess 
 

Offering 
Please leave a yellow information sheet for your household in the plate that is passed with any 
offerings you may have as an act of worship in response to Christ's abundant kindness toward us. 
 
(You can also click on the Online Giving button at ZionLutheranNH.org to set up one-time or recurring 
payments when you are at home or even now in worship, which may take you only 2 minutes) 

 

God Has Come To Earth 
All praise to You Eternal Lord 
Clothed in a garb of flesh and blood 
You chose a manger for Your throne 
While worlds on worlds are Yours alone 

Once did the skies before You bow 
A virgin's arms cradle You now 
And angels who in You rejoice 
Now listen for Your infant voice 
They sing 

Glory in the highest 
There is no other name by which we can be saved 
Glory in the highest 
Heaven and earth forever will proclaim 
God has come to earth 

O little Child You are our Guest 
That weary ones in You may rest 
Forlorn and lowly is Your birth 
That we may rise to heav'n from earth 
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All this for us Your love has done.   
By this to You our love is won. 
For this our joyful songs we raise 
And shout our thanks in ceaseless praise. 
Singing 

Glory in the highest 
There is no other name by which we can be saved 
Glory in the highest 
Heaven and earth forever will proclaim          Repeat 

That there's no other name by which we can be saved 
And Heaven and earth forever will proclaim 
God has come to earth 

CCLI Song # 5487204 Aaron Shust   © 2009 Bridge Building Music, Inc. (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
CP Shust Tunes (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License # 1155989 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 
In this season of Advent and as we begin this new Church Year, may we, 
Your people, continue to be a beacon of Your light and a model of Your love, 
speaking the truth of Your Word in love and calling the world to repentance 
and new life in Your name. Lord and King, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Lord Jesus, as Your servant kingship was one of humbleness and mercy as 

You came to Your people—from Your human birth to Your entry into 
Jerusalem to Your death on the cross—we give thanks that You still humbly 
yet mightily come to us today. Come to those we lift up to You now, and all 
who have various needs. 

People: Be their hope, patience, consolation, and strength. 
 
Pastor: Come to the wayward and erring, those who have rejected Your Word, those 

apathetic to Your grace, or those who have yet to hear the saving good news 
of Advent hope and Christmas joy. 

People: Use us as Your instruments through the gifts of Your Spirit, and bring 
them to the light of truth that they may follow You in faith. 
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Pastor: Come to the nations of the world that war and conflict may cease and instead 
have peace. Come to the poor and outcast that hope and joy may be found in 
You. Come, Lord Jesus, Savior and King, to Your Church. 

People: Rekindle in us the joy of Your presence that we may welcome and 
receive You as You come to us in Word and Sacraments. Bless all who 
worship here, and let Your kingdom come to all who seek You. 

 
Pastor: Come, Lord Jesus, to Your world. 
People: Bless all missionaries, pastors, teachers, and laypeople who shine the 

light of the Gospel, that we may be a sign of Your everlasting love for 
those in darkness. 

 
Pastor:      Gracious God, may your blessing be upon our Call Committee as they seek 

your wisdom and guidance in their work of looking at possible candidates to 
call and serve as Zion’s next Pastor. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People:     hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: All these things we pray in the name of our one true King, Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 

Preface 
Pastor: The Lord be with you.         2 Timothy 4:22 

People: And also with you. 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.                 Colossians 3:1 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.             Psalm 136 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, through Jesus Christ, our King 
of glory, who humbly entered our flesh to give His perfect life on the cross that 
we may have a new and forgiven life and by faith receive His eternal kingdom 
when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
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all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna LSB 443 

 

 

 

 
Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821–80, alt. 
Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784, Württemberg 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Pastor: Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us 
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 
which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To 
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord              Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor.11:23–25 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
 blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Lord’s Prayer        Matthew 6:9-13 
  Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Pax Domini 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

 
Prayer before Communing 

 O Lord, our God, in Holy Baptism You have called us to be Christians and granted us the 
remission of sins. Make me ready to receive the most holy Body and Blood of Christ for 
the forgiveness of all my sins and grant us grateful hearts that we may give thanks to 
You, O Father, to Your Son, and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 After Receiving Communion 
 Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding us the life-giving Body 
and Blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send us Your Holy Spirit that, having with 
our mouths feasted on this holy meal, we may by faith obtain and forever enjoy Your 
divine grace, the forgiveness of sins, eternal life in Christ, and unity with one another; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

Words to prepare our hearts and lives 
The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful means of grace given to us by God.  Christ gives His body and blood 
to forgive sins, renew faith, and cause us to grow in His love and service.  We also remember and praise 
God for the sacrifice Christ made on our behalf on the cross.  Out of pastoral concern and care and 
taking to heart the word in 1 Corinthians 11:36, “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the 
bread and drinks of the cup,”  before receiving this means of God’s grace properly we should positively 
answer the following: 

• Do I need forgiveness for sin? 

• Do I believe in Christ as my Savior and have been Baptized? 

• Do I believe that Christ is truly present in the bread and wine?  

• Do I desire to turn from sin and live for God and others in love and service? 

If you are unsure or desire to learn more about what it means to take the Lord’s Supper, please speak 
with an elder or pastor before or after the service.  Those not partaking of the Lord’s Supper, including 
children, are invited to come forward with arms folded across the chest to receive a blessing 
Grape juice is available in the center of the serving tray  
God’s Blessings! 
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The Wine and the Bread 
 Chorus 

The wine and the bread, 
The table is set. 
This is His body, His blood. 
The bread and the wine, 
Remembering we find 
Jesus is here for us. 

He calls us to come to Him. 
He will cover all our sins, 
Son of God, full of truth and grace. 
We pray that we will offer praise, 
And worship Him for all our days. 
We hunger for His righteousness and faith. Chorus 

In the mystery of love, 
You came to us from up above 
That we may see Your glory and Your light. 
Holy Blessed Trinity, 
What was, What is, and What will be, 
We hunger for Your everlasting life.  Chorus 
© 2011 Jimmie L. Young / Published 2011 by Concordia Publishing House 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Printed in U.S.A. 

 

Beautiful Savior LSB 537 
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Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying LSB 516 
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Post-Communion Thanksgiving        Matthew 21:9 
Pastor: O Christ, our Savior, Redeemer, and King, we give You thanks for coming to 

us humbly in, with, and under the bread and wine with Your body and blood 
given and shed for the forgiveness of sins. Continue to come to us as King of 
glory as we depart in forgiveness and faith. In Your name, we pray, 

People: Amen. 
 

Benediction           Psalm 24:7–8 

Pastor: Lift up your heads, O gates! And be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
People: that the King of glory may come in. 
 
Pastor: Who is this King of glory? 
People: The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle! 
Pastor: As our Savior and King still comes to His people, let us go forth in peace and 

with the blessing of God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 

Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring LSB 353 
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Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Tune: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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The VISION of Zion Lutheran Church  
In response to God's amazing grace and love 

Zion Lutheran Church is a place of refuge 
where children, youth and adults are:  

  GROUNDED in God's unchanging Word,  

  REACHING OUT with the Good News of 

   Jesus Christ locally and globally,  

  ACCEPTING others in the same loving way 

   God has accepted us,  

  CHANGING into committed Christ followers, and 

  EMPOWERED to be Christ's hands and feet 

joyfully serving others.   
 

 

Our Core Values 
We Believe:  
◆ We are saved by Grace through Faith in Jesus Christ. (Eph. 2: 8-9; Rom. 3:22-24; Titus 

3:4-7)  
◆ Jesus is the Way, the Truth & the Life!  No one comes to the Father except through 

Him!  (John 14:6; Acts 4:12)  
◆ Scripture is the Word of God. It is without error and our only source for life and faith! 

(2 Tim. 3:16; John 20:31; 2 Peter 1:20-21)  
◆ Baptism & the Lord’s Supper are the means by which God touches our lives with His 

grace.  (Rom 6:1-7; 1 Peter 3:21; Matt 26:26-28; 1 Cor 11:23-26) 
◆ God has chosen us to proclaim the Gospel to our community and world. (Matt. 28:18-

20; Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15) 
◆ In the power of God working through the Holy Spirit & Prayer. (John 14:26;   Acts 

4:31;  Mark 11:24; Phil 4:6-7) 
◆    We desire to remain a loving (1Cor 13; 1John 4:7-11), caring family of God.  

◆ We cherish our Lutheran heritage. 

 

 

 


