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Fol lowing Jesus. . .  Reach,  Grow, Go. . .  Real  L i fe  wi th  Real  People  

TRINITY TIDINGS NEWSLETTER 

JUNE 2017  TRINITY LUTHERAN CHU RCH  

Thriving or Treading Water? 
 

The first stage of our search for a new pastor (target transition: April 2018) is to take the time needed to pause and 
reflect -- who are we, where have we come from, where are we going, what’s God’s Dream to take us if we just had the 
courage and love?  Trinity’s freshly minted call team (Crystal Nunnenkamp + 15 lay leaders + staff) has started work on 
a “Congregational Self-study” provided by Paul Linnemann, our Northwest District president.  Your input is needed, 
desired and important.  Here is an excerpt from page 4:   
 

“Congregations tend to fall into three general categories: Thriving, Treading Water, or Legacy. Take a minute to 
consider which best applies to our situation. Chances are you’ll find yourself somewhere in between the three.” 

 

Thriving  
These congregations are 1) highly relational.  They are 2) engaged with their communities, providing 3) multiple entry 
points by which people who aren’t a part of the congregation can enter. They are characterized by 4) strong lay leaders 
who take the initiative for ministry and work in partnership with the staff. They are 5) strategic – they have short term and 
long range plans by which they seek to fulfill 6) Jesus’ mission for His church. [recall Paul Mueller’s insight: “The church 
does not have a mission; Jesus’ mission has a church.”]  Their central focus is on 7) sharing the Gospel and connecting 
people to the life giving message of God’s love and eternal life in Jesus. 
 

Treading Water 
These congregations 1) focus on programs they offer. They 2) rely heavily on their staff to initiate and drive these efforts. 
Congregations in this category may have a past history of ministry in their community, but there is 3) growing anxiety that 
what they once had is slip sliding away. This sometimes leads to 5) tensions between different “church camps” about 
what should be done. They tend to 6) operate in isolation of their communities. Life in these congregations isn’t bad, but 
even on their best days they are just 7) “treading water” and expending most of their energy on themselves to just stay in 
place.  They have a terrible “sinking feeling”.  Turn the dial 20 years.  Where will they be? 
 

Legacy 
These congregations are in basic survival mode. They face a steadily declining membership and declining financial and 
people resources. The people feel like “it’s only a matter of time” before they will have to close. 
 

Of the three categories described above, which seems to best fit our situation? 
 

I trust we’re not in the legacy category… yet.  Just the same, we need to be deeply concerned about what spiritual 
legacy we’re leaving to the next generations – our kids, our grandkids, our community.  Is the way we model Following 
Jesus, Living the Gospel and “Doing Church” attractive to millennials, Gen Z and people outside Jesus’ family?  Do 
we speak their language? Do we understand their heart concerns?  Or are we just waiting around for non-Christians to 
show up Sunday morning at our building (attractional model)?  Are we intentionally Following Jesus outside our walls 
(missional = go out to the river, Acts 16:3) in such a way that non-Christians hear the Gospel and discover a life-
changing encounter with the living God?  Giving people food for their belly and shoes for their feet reflects Jesus’ 
preference for the poor and glorifies God but how can the Spirit lead us to do it as Jesus did -- in a way that the Spirit 
touches their soul and changes their standing in eternity before God?  We must always be pressing into the Finke 
challenge: Good >> Better >> Best. 
 

Each of us will evaluate Trinity’s present state according to our unique perception and involvement. It’s exciting that 
Trinity, Hillsboro is taking the Finke, Mengstead, Mueller and Rumsch challenge seriously.  We have many, many 
capably lay-led teams (50+) functioning on multiple levels of our congregational life.  Think 100

th
 Anniversary leaders, 

Alpha discussion leaders, Life Group leaders, CrossRoads leaders, Family Promise leaders, HomePlate leaders, VBS 
leaders, etc.  It's exciting to announce the birth of a dynamic new Mission Outreach team.  Their job will be to follow up 
and expand on our recent Mission Festival Sundays.  
 

Trinity is an exciting place to be and is thriving on multiple levels.  Our stated mission vision is to live out Phil. 2: 3-5: to 
focus not on ourselves but others and deepen our love and engagement with our community. That’s strategic. Take a 
glance at the Community Challenge Tree.  Be proud of what God’s Spirit is doing in and through us.  Truth is we’ve only 
just begun “to live, move, and have our being” in the Easter Effect.  We’ve been changed forever.  Let’s embrace and 
“become the change” Jesus redeemed us to be for the sake of others and build a beautiful legacy that changes lives now 
and lasts into eternity. 
In His love, Clint 
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How do we “Budget” 

Our Time, Talent, Treasure 
 

“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God” 

1 Corinthians 10:31 

 

Sunday, June 11, right after our worship time we will reflect about how we, Trinity Lutheran Church, will plan to 

budget our mission journey for the next fiscal year (July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2017).   

As Christian stewards we use the treasure of the Gospel in our own lives by faithfully gathering every Sunday 

around the Word and Sacraments.  There we receive the life and strength and hope and power that make Christian 

stewardship possible.  Are we going to use our time, talent and treasure in thankful response to what the Lord has 

provided us?  

Be in prayer as to what the Lord calls us to be and do in His name.                                                                

 

Our Trinity Budget summary is below:  

 

July 1, 2016 through April 30, 2017 Budget:                                 $568,611 

July 1, 2016 through April 30, 2017 Offerings General Fund        $497,506 

July 1, 2016 through April 30, 2017 Restricted/Designate Gifts      $40,203 

 

Contact one of your Stewardship Ministry Team with any questions. 

Steve Finnegan, Chairman 

Zach Anderson 

Astri Bragstad 

Jeff Hill 

Virginia Holscher 

Sandy Noffsinger, Bookkeeper 

Jeri Rice 

Dick Speros 

Pastor Bruce Rumsch 

Board of Elders Ministry Report  

 The Board of Elders is currently studying the book "Who Moved My Pulpit". It is followed up with discussion and 

a plan of action to follow in how to focus on change, how to deal with each other as we change and the benefits to our 

congregation and its ministry. 

 The Board of Elders also helped out in April with one of our community partners "Home Plate" by preparing 

and serving a meal to homeless youth at the First Congregational Church in Hillsboro one evening. 

We had a great congregation meeting on April 30. If you were unable to attend the 

meeting, you can contact Gloria Mueller  gloria@gloriamueller.com  with questions or  

to get a copy of the presentation. We anticipate an update sometime next quarter. 

mailto:gloria@gloriamueller.com
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Family Ministry 
Partnering with parents to guide children towards a HEART for God. 

Upcoming Events: 

•  Last Sunday School– June 11.  

• JAM– June 1st & 15th from 6:30-

8pm. 

• Trinity VBS– June 26-30 from 

9am-12pm. 

• No Children Sunday School– July 

& August. 

• Sunday School Resumes– 

September 10.  

If you are interested in being a part of the Children’s Ministry team  

please contact René Barringer at  971-235-9568 or children@trinityhillsboro.org  

Sunday School News  

(Sunday school hours are 9:10-10:20am) 

No Children’s Sunday School classes during July & August. 

 Thank you for sharing your children with us this year. They have 

been a blessing to their teachers, friends and me.  

 A big thank you to the Sunday school teachers who have taught 

and shared Jesus love with the children this year.  If you would like to join 

our group please contact Rene Barringer or Josh Nix to get plugged into 

this rewarding ministry. 

Sunday School offering 

 The children have decided to use some of their Sunday school offering to purchase needed items for Saving 

Grace.  After church on June 4
th
 some of the teachers and children will be dropping off our gifts. If your family would like 

to participate by donating items or visiting Saving Grace on June 4
th
, please let Rene Barringer know.   

2017 Vacation Bible School 

 At Maker Fun Factory, kids discover that God made them—and for a 

purpose! Join us for Trinity's VBS during the week of June 26-30 from 9a.m.-12p.m.  

We are looking for many volunteers to lead the stations and groups, donate 

supplies, help with decorations and much more.  

 If you would like to help please call or email; Rene Barringer 971-235-9568, 

children@trinityhillsboro.com, or Sandy Wilson 503-214-0046, 

swilson@trinityhillsboro.com.  You may also sign up to help at the VBS table in the 

narthex.   

VBS Registration is available online at 

                                              https://vbspro.events/p/events/68faddtrinityhillsboro 

Summer  

Fun! 

mailto:children@trinityhillsboro.com
mailto:preschool@troinityhillsboro.com?subject=VBS
mailto:swilson@trinityhillsboro.comBS?subject=V
https://vbspro.events/p/events/68faddtrinityhillsboro
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PRESCHOOL NEWS 

He who opens a school door, closes a prison. 

 

Each of you should look not only to your own interests,  

but also to the interest of others. 

Philippians 2:4 

Mrs. Sady’s 3’s class is amazed at how fast this School year has flown by! We have observed so much growth 

in us all throughout the year. The children have grown more confident and secure in who they are, it is a gift to 

see and participate in. We just finished up participating in our St. Jude’s trike a-thon and feel so proud of our 

students.  The children did so well and some even wanted to keep riding their bikes after their time was up, 

they were so determined! We are going to finish the year discussing butterflies and the life cycle, from caterpillar to 

butterfly. The children were able to witness this in our classroom as the hairy caterpillar just transformed into a beautiful 

butterfly and was then released into the beautiful sunshine! Teaching these students and getting to know their wonderful 

families is a gift, Mrs. Ott and I feel so blessed to be a part of this amazing Preschool! 

The month of May was filled with excitement for Mrs. Barringer’s class.  We began May learning how to be safe 

kids. A police officer and friend came to school to teach us about their job, safety tips and police car.  We 

ended this unit with our St. Jude trike-a-thon where the children rode their bikes at school.  In May we 

celebrated the end of our school year. The children were thrilled when they got to wear their pajamas to school.  

On this day we played games and read many of our favorite books.  Another exciting event was going on a field trip to 

Forest Hills. Pete the Cat showed us around the school and what to expect in Kindergarten. Our May bible verse, “Go 

into all the world and preach the good news to all creation” Mark 16:15, allowed us to reminisce about the things we 

learned this year including bible stories, songs and how to be good friends.  We also talked about sharing the good news 

with other people especially those who don’t know Jesus.  May ended with the children singing “Happy Trails” and 

receiving a diploma at their graduation. 

☺ The staff at Trinity Lutheran Preschool would like to 

thank everyone who supported us this school 

year.  Our prayer sponsor program and fundraisers 

wouldn’t be successful without you.  God bless you all! 

☺ Trinity Lutheran Preschool is enrolling for the 2017-

18 school year.  Brochures and registration forms are 

available at the information center and online at 

www.trinityhillsboro.org.   

☺ Trinity Lutheran Preschool is offering four days (July 

31
st

-August 3
rd

) filled with fun and adventure for 

children 4 - 6 years old.  We’ll be camping out from 

9am-12pm at the preschool while exploring God’s 

creation.   Registration forms are available at 

www.trinityhillsboro.com or in the church office.  Cost 

is $80.    

http://www.trinityhillsboro.org
http://www.trinityhillsboro.com
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Forest Hills Lutheran Christian School 
 

503-359-4853            www.fhlcs.org 

 Submissions for the Monthly Trinity Tidings 

Newsletter are due in the church office on the 15
th

 of 

each month.  

 If you would like to place an announcement in the 

Weekly Events, submissions are due on Wednesdays by 

noon. Thank you.  office@trinityhillsboro.com     

MOVING?  

 Take a moment to contact Lori in the church 

office with your current mailing address, phone numbers 

and transferring information.  Thank you. 503-640-1693 

or office@trinityhillsboro.com 

Walking Schedule with Paula & Jeri 

6/6/17 
Tuesday 10AM 

Venetian Theatre & Bistro 
253 E Main St 
Hillsboro 97123 

6/13/17 
Tuesday 10AM 

Bagley Park 
201 NE Jackson St 
Hillsboro 97124 

Flower Calendar 

 Trinity’s flower calendar for 2017 

Sunday Worship services is up on the bulletin 

board in the hall outside the Celebration 

Center.  Please sign up for a Sunday to bring 

flowers.  You are then responsible to see that 

your flowers are on the Altar that Sunday.  If you need more 

information, please contact our flower coordinator  

Queen West at 503-880-2658. 

We want YOU in Trinity's 100
th 

Anniversary Memory Directory 
 

 Our next dates are Thursday & Friday, June 22 & 23 from  1:00PM to 8:30PM and  

Saturday, June 24 from 10:00AM to 5:30PM. Schedule a time to be part of this special 

directory at the Information Center or on line at  https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-

plus.com/9r072nlc/.  The cost is free to you to come and have your picture taken.  You will 

receive a free 8’ x11’ portrait of your family photo.  If you choose to purchase additional 

pictures from LifeTouch you will be responsible to pay for them at the time of your sitting.  

 LifeTouch Photography is also offering a "Friends and Family" program.  Your friends 

and extended family can schedule a time slot for a family photo also!  They will get the free  

8 x10 photo (with an option to purchase additional pictures if they want), and their photo will 

not be in the directory.     

 Call Carol Warren at 503-640-1501 with any questions. 

-Special Invitation-

Experience Contra Dancing 

June 16 at Trinity 

Live music by Gordy Euler and Friends 

Dance calling by Sue Baker 

 

Dance lesson: 7-7:30PM  

Dance: 7:30PM to 10PM 

 

Join us on the 3
rd 

Friday each month at 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

For more information contact Ivan 

stringride@aol.com 

http://www.fhlcs.org
mailto:office@trinityhillsboro.com
mailto:office@trinityhillsboro.com
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/9r072nlc/
https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/9r072nlc/
tel:(503)%20640-1501
mailto:stringride@aol.com
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Looking for your name?  Not listed?  
Please contact the church office to update your family membership records! 

503-640-1693 or office@trinityhillsboro.com 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
Elizabeth Crowley 
Colin McAllister 
Annette Michelsen 

2 
Jeff & Sheila Hill 
Gail Humphrey 
Zeno Unger-Schulz 

3 
Hayley Madsen 

4 
Jan Kirkwood 
George & Marietta 
Metteer 
Bob & Jeanne Ward 
(68) 
Oana Warren 

5 
Avery Carr 
Katie Eros 
Nicholas Eros 
Aaron Madsen 

6 
Pat Nygren 
George Young 

7 8 
Pat Adams 
Neil Gribskov 
Matt Langbehn 
Aubrey McLain 
Matt & Polly 
Merten 
Ev & Sandy Pies 
(32) 

9 
Polly Merten 
Lauren Renfro 

10 
Shirley Brown 
LaRae Muser 

11 
Harvey Elmore 
Tom Fowles 
Macie Gerlach 

12 
John & Marilyn 
Duvall (57) 
Barb Mock 
Jay & Delores Well-
ner (45) 

13 
Michael Hix 
Don & Diana Jane 
Kurth (36) 

14 
Macie Gerig 
Otto Loehden 

15 16 
Pat & Patsy Brennan 
(45) 
Steve & Diane Gat-
ke (45) 
Crystal Nu nnen-
kamp 

17 
Lina Gillespie 
Erv & Sharon 
Wichner (50) 

18 19 
Veta Holscher-
McKay 
Brilee Naylor-Jones 
George Waldron 

20 
Bette Holscher 
Debbie McNeely 

21 22 23 
Bev Byrd 
Andrew Thompson 

24 
John & Tressa 
Everingham (50) 
Steve Gatke 

25 
Ning Fu 
Rachel Gerig 
Lance Kenyon 
Shaun Nichols 

26 
Sharon Jackson 

27 
Joash & Diana 
Farlow (36) 
Kathy Garner 
Stan & Shauna 
Nichols 
Lindy Tysor 

28 
Greg Mack 

29 
Darrell & Naomi 
Brown 
Dave Buck 
Bruce & Carol 
Rumsch (43) 

30 
John & Patty Gold-
hammer (44) 
Nick VanDyke 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries for June 

Wednesday Morning Quilter’s Report 

 Fifty-three quilts and 5 fabric kits for LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF were blessed and sent with prayers that they 

be used in His service and become blessings for those who receive them, prior to shipping to the warehouse May 6.  In 

addition to those shipped, 4 regular size and 2 baby quilts went with Christmas baskets, 4 regular and 2 baby to Family 

Promise and 5 baby quilts to Love, INC.  The quilters continue to average completing 3 quilts on a work day, chalking up 

723 hours this period from October 29, 2016 to May 5, 2017.   There was that unfortunate happening that interfered with 

our work – the flood.  Looking on the bright side, it made us get organized. 

 The quilt donated to FHLCS for their auction was a combined effort.  The completed top was given to us, we 

provided the back, Karen Walker furnished the batting and quilted it using her long-arm quilting machine and we finished 

the edge with binding.    

 Unfortunately, we lost our newest team member to a full-time paying job.  That means we need a replacement 

for her.  Are YOU that person?  Wednesday mornings 9:00am – noon.  Room 212.   You can be excused when 

necessary. 

 We are thankful for your support, purchases, donating fabric, the additional dollars from an anonymous donor 

that cover shipping costs to final destinations and your prayers.   

mailto:office@trinityhillsboro.com?subject=membership%20record%20update
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A convenient alternative to writing checks 

You may find it more convenient to give online. When you scan 

this barcode-like QR code image with a smartphone, it will 

instantly connect you to the mobile version of Trinity's web page. 

This will provide a quick and easy way to access Trinity's online 

giving web site.  Try it yourself!   

 Service Roster for June 2017    
 

June 4 
June 11 

Congregational Voter’s 
Meeting Today 

June 18 
Father’s Day 

June 25 

Altar Guild Jane Rosato 
Annette Michelsen 

 Jane Rosato 
Jeryl Whipple 

 

Chair Team Vern Mock 
Gene Landreville,  
Henry Meyer,  
George Waldron,  
Gary & Sue Gallino 

Duane Freudenthal 
Brian Meyer 
Maurice Frye 

Ben Manny 
Rodney Langbehn 
Paul Burkhart 
Evan, Victor & Martin 
Johnson 

Harold Baesler 
Matt Merten 
Ev Pies 
Darrell Tanke 
Dave Holscher 
John Tyson 

Children’s Church Stacey Buck 
Sarah Schauer 

Astri Bragstad 
Oana Warren 

Leslie Dipaola-Haga 
Carol Nolan 

Laura Bierly 
Melinda Ott 

Children’s Message Cyndi Biamont Rene Barringer Hannah Wilson Stan Nichols 

Counters Astri Bragstad 
Harold Baesler 
Roger Langbehn 
George Waldron 

Bette Holscher 
Jane Rosato 
Jeryl Whipple 

Carol Flemmer 
Helen Infausto 
Doug & Crystal Nunnen-
kamp 

John Duvall 
Todd Humphrey 
Annette Michelsen 

Elders Assisting 8AM Ben Manny 
John Goldhammer 

Ben Manny Paul Andersen 
Ben Manny 

Paul Andersen 

Elders Assisting 1030AM Joash Farlow 
Don Suhrbier 
Dave Holscher 
Doug Nunnenkamp 
Zach Anderson 
Rod Langbehn 

Dave Buck Dave Buck 
Doug Nunnenkamp 
Joe Noffsinger 
Karen Kenyon 
Harold Baesler 
Dave Holscher 

Harold Baesler 

Flowers Bob & Jeanne Ward — 
68th Wedding Anniversary 

 Erv & Sharon Wichner — 
50th Wedding Anniversary 

John & Tressa Everingham 
50th Wedding Anniversary 

Lector Tressa Everingham Tressa Everingham Ben Manny Norma Tucker 

Organist Carol Freudenthal Carol Freudenthal Diane Gatke Diane Gatke 

Sermon Tape Ministry Arlene Schildbach 
Darlene Bruckert 

Annette Michelsen Diana-Jane Kurth Arlene Schildbach 
Darlene Bruckert 

Ushers 8AM Paul Andersen 
John Goldhammer 
John Everingham 
George Waldron 

Paul Andersen 
Victor Johnson 
Ken Bellamy 
Nick VanDyke 

Paul Andersen 
John Goldhammer 
John Everingham 
George Waldron 

Paul Andersen 
Victor Johnson 
Ken Bellamy 
Nick VanDyke 

Head Usher 1030AM Greg Stoner Greg Stoner Greg Stoner Greg Stoner 



8 Trinity Lutheran Church June 2017 

 

BOOK REVIEW from TRINITY LUTHERAN LIBRARY 

 

CANCER    Now What?  

Taking Action, Finding Hope, and Navigating the Journey Ahead 

By Kenneth C. Haugk, Ph.D.   

  

   This is a practical Guide for those with Cancer and their loved one. The basic purpose is  

   to provide those diagnosed with cancer and their loved ones with knowledge and practical ideas  

   for dealing with cancer.     

   There are 74 chapters, each about 3-5 pages divided into 12 Parts.   Part I for instance,  

   What Do I Do Now? includes suggestions in a chapter of “Telling Others about the Cancer 

Diagnosis” (Chapter 5) and Part 2, Dealing with the Emotional Dimension of Cancer includes feelings, “The Motional 

Aftershocks of a Cancer Diagnosis” (Chapter6). A later Chapter gives ideas of “Medical Questions to Ask and When to 

Ask Them” (Chapter 13) and “Don’t Let Cancer Define You” (Chapter 38). 

 Your Stephens Ministry Team at Trinity is reading and studying this brand new book published in 2017 to be a 

help to those challenged by a Cancer diagnosis.  It is also in our Church Library for you to review.   What to say, how to 

be a friend to those who do not know what to say in these times; these are just a couple of the many areas this wonderful 

book on encouragement work within the informational chapters.     

 I suggest you take a look at this book, maybe review a chapter or two of areas that interest you, especially if you 

know someone near and dear that has cancer. 

 CANCER   Now What also has a Giver’s Guide that has ideas for giving the book to those with Cancer and their 

loved ones. Tips for giving or sending the book, suggestions of what to say when giving the book in person, and answers 

to frequently asked questions are contained in this Giver’s Guide.  

~Steve Finnegan        

Hillsboro Hops Tickets   

 Trinity has again reserved 50 tickets for the Wednesday, August 16 (7:05pm) 

Hillsboro Hops Game.  Our seats are in a group in Section 13 which is on the 3rd base 

line, equal to home plate.  They are $15.00/ticket (regular price $16.00).  See Carol at 

the Information Center to purchase your ticket.  She has a seating chart for you to view 

where you will be sitting.  

“Because God is with you all the time,  

no place is any closer to God than the place where you are right now.”  

― Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life: What on Earth Am I Here for?  

Position Announcement – Bethlehem Lutheran Preschool Director 

 Bethlehem Lutheran Preschool (BLP) is seeking applicants for its part-time Director position (25-30 hours/week).  

The ideal candidate will have a Bachelor’s Degree or higher (Master’s Degree preferred) in Early Childhood Education 

and Development (including at least 3 credits in educational administration), and a current teaching certificate.  Additional 

qualifications include 3-5 years teaching experience and 1 year of experience in administration. To apply, please submit a 

cover letter and resume to Mr. Mike Schiemann, Chairman of Preschool Director Search Committee, Bethlehem Lutheran 

Church, 18865 SW Johnson St, Aloha, OR 97006 or schiemannm@fhlcs.org  Application deadline is June 11, 2017. 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/711.Rick_Warren
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2265235
mailto:schiemannm@fhlcs.org
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

2017 Vacation Bible School 

 A fun adventure is planned for Trinity's VBS during the week of June 26-30 

from 9AM to12PM daily.  We are looking for many volunteers to lead the stations 

and groups, donate supplies, help with decorations and much more.  

 

 If you would like to help please call or email: 

• Rene Barringer (971)235-9568, children@trinityhillsboro.com  

• Sandy Wilson (503)214-0046, swilson@trinityhillsboro.com  

 

You may also sign up to help at the VBS table in the narthex.  

VBS Registration is available online at 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/68faddtrinityhillsboro 

V B S    -    2 0 1 7 

http://www.trinityhillsboro.org
mailto:children@trinityhillsboro.com?subject=VBS
mailto:swilson@trinityhillsboro.com
https://vbspro.events/p/events/68faddtrinityhillsboro

