


CIEESPERES,
PART 2

Please Cancel My Request!

Have you ever prayed for one thing and received another? 1 have. When that happened
to me, some dear soul would inevitably say, “God is trying to get you to persist. Keep
praying until you receive what you are asking for”" I kept asking God for one thing,
but | kept receiving something else.

During one of these experiences [ started reading Mark 2, which tells the account
of the four men who brought their crippled friend to Jesus to be healed. Because of
the large crowd they opened a hole in the roof of the house and let the man down in
front of Jesus. Jesus said, “Son, your sins are forgiven” (Mark 2:5).

[ started to read on, but I sensed the Spirit of God saying, “Henry, did you
see that?” I went back and meditated on that Scripture. The Holy Spiric revealed
to me a wonderful truth: the four men asked Jesus to physically heal the
man, but Jesus forgave the man’s sins, They asked for one thing, and Jesus gave
another! This man and his friends asked for a temporary gift, but Jesus wanted
to make the man a child of God for eternity so he could inherit everything!

I found myself weeping before God and saying, “O God, if I ever ask You for
one thing and You have more to give me than I am asking, please cancel my request!”
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EXPERIENCING GOD

Only the Spirit of
God knows what
God is doing or
purposing in my life.

1 Corinthians
2:10-12
“The Spirit searches every-
thing, even the depths of God.
For who knows a persan’s
thoughts except his spirit
within him? In the same way,
no one knows the thoughts of
God except the Spirit of God.
Now we have not received
the spirit of the world, but
the Spirit who comes from
God, so that we may under-
stand what has been freely
given to us by God.”

N

You must

decide whether
you will do what

you want and
ask God to bless
it or adjust your

life to where

He is working.
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WHAT HAPPENS

If I start asking God for one thing and something different happens, [ always respond to
what begins happening. T have found God always has far more to give me than [ can even
ask or think. Paul wrote," Now to him who is able to do above and beyond all that we ask
or think according to the power that works in us—to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all genertions, forever and ever. Amen!” {Eph. 3:20-21).

You can'timagine a prayer that comes close to what God wants to give you. Only
the Spirit of God knows what God is doing or purposing in your life. Let Gad give
you all He wants to bestow (see 1 Cor, 2:10-12). Never be satisfied with less than God
intends for you!

Are you experiencing what God intends for ¥you, or are you experi-
encing only what you have asked for?
What is the evidence?

e‘ﬂ"hu alone can guide you into the center of God’s will?

6 Suppose your church wants to start a mission church in a particu-
lar area of town.You have taken a survey to identify needs. You have
made long-range plans. You have asked God to bless and guide your
work. Then God begins to bring to your church a group of ethnic
people to whom you did not intend to minister. What would you do?
< a. 1 would not be diverted from starting the mission church we had planned.
b1 would add the ethnic group to our future plans.

U c. I would start asking God questions to learn whether we should start
an ethnic mission church instead of or in addition to the other one.
W d. Ocher

In this situation [ would immediately go before God to clarify whar He is saying,
It I have been working and praying in one direction and 1 see God working in a
different way, | adjust my life to what God is doing. You must decide whether vou will
do what you want and ask God to bless it or adjust your life to where He is working.
We started a special emphasis to reach university students in Vancouver, We began
with 30 students in the fall. By the end of the spring semester, about 250 were attend-
ing. Two-thirds of these were international students. We could have said, “We didn't plan
for a ministry to internationals. Please go somewhere else, and may God bless you.” Of
course, we didn’t do that. We adjusted our plans to what God was doing around us.

SPIRITUAL CONCENTRATION

Our problem is that when we pray, we usually don’t relate our pravers to anything that
subsequently happens. After you pray, practice spiritual concentration. When you pray
in a particular direction, immediately anticipate God'’s activity in answer to YOUr praver,
Throughout Scripture when God’s people prayed, He responded.




Heres what happens if you pray and then forger about what you prayed. Things
start to happen during the day that are unusual, Seeing them as distractions, vou ignore
them and fail to connect them with what you prayed about earlier.

When | pray, | immediately begin to watch for what happens next. I prepare to
make adjustments to what happens in my life. When [ pray, the idea that God is not
going to answer never crosses iy mind. Expect God to answer your prayers, but stick
around for the answer. His timing is always best.

e Have you ever persistently prayed for something and not received it
or received something different? UYes U No Briefly describe one
of those experiences.

Are you currently praying for anything God is not granting?
dYes LI No If so, what are you praying for? Why might God not
have granted your request yet?

If you answered yes to 5, pause and ask God to help you understand
what He is doing in your life. Then watch to see what happens next or
pay attention to what He begins to reveal to you through His Word.

THE SILENCES OF GOD

[ went through a lengthy time when God was silent. You have probably have had that
experience too. | had been praying for many days, but God was silent. [ sensed heaven
was shut up, and [ didn’t understand what was happening. Seme people had told me
that if God does not answer my prayer, [ have sin in my life. However, [ had repented
of and confessed all known sin. I could not understand God’s silence.

Do you remember a biblical person who had a problem like this? Job did. His
counselors told him all his problems were caused by sin, while Job claimed he and
God were on good terms. Job did not know all God was doing during that dme, but
his counselors were wrong. God had another reason for His silence.

olf you have experienced silences of God, briefly describe one such time.

All I knew to do was to go back to God, believing that the God who was in a love
relationship with me would let me know what was happening in my life when and if
I needed to know. So 1 prayed, “Heavenly Father, I don't understand this silence. You
are going to have to tell me what You are doing in my life.” He did—from His Word.
This became ane of the most meaningful experiences in my life.

[ did not frantically search for an answer but continued my daily reading of God’s
Word. I was convinced that as I regularly read the Word of God, the Spirit of God—
who knew the mind of God for me—was in the process of helping me understand
what God was doing in my life. God will let you know what He is doing m your life
when and if you need to know.

Ome morning | was reading the account of the death of Lazarus (see John 11:1-45).
John reported that Jesus loved Lazarus, Mary, and Martha. Although Jesus received
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God will let you
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doing in your life I
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EXPERIENCING GOD

SUMMARY

STATEMENTS

0 God, if | ever give You a
request and You have more
to give me than | am asking,
cancel my request.

Only the Spirit of God knows.

iwhat God is doing or purpas~

ing in iny life.

God will tet me know what
He is doing in my life when
and if | need fo know.

Sometimes God's silences
are caused by sin.
Sometimes God is silent

as He prepares to bring me

to a deeper understanding
of Himself.
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word that His good friend was sick and at the point of death, He delayed going untl
Lazarus dicd. In other words, Mary and Martha asked Jesus to come help their brother
when he was sick, but Jesus rennined silent. All the way through Lazaruss final sick-
ness and death, Jesus did not answer. They received no response from the One who
chimed to love Lazarus. Jesus loved Mary and Martha oo, yer He did nothing.

Lazarus died, and Mary and Martha went through the funeral process, preparing
his body, pucting him in the grave, and covering it with a stone. Stll, God’ silence
continued, Finally, Jesus said to His disciples, “Leth go.

When Jesus arrived, Lazarus had been dead four days. Martha said to Jesus,"Lord,
if you had been here, my brother wouldn't have died” (v. 32). Then the Spirit of God
began to help me understand something. It seemed to me as if Jesus said to Mary and
Martha: “You are exactly right. If1 had come when you asked, your brother would not
have died. You know I could have healed him, because you have seen Me heal people
many times before. If | had come when you asked Me to, 1 would have healed him.
But you would have never known any more about Me than you already understood.
| knew you were ready for a greater revelation of Me than you have known before.
| wanted you to experience that [ am the Resurrection and the Life. My refusal and
My silence were not rejection. They were opportunities for Me to disclose to you
more of Me than you have ever known.”

When that truth dawned on me, 1 almost jumped out of my chair. said, *That’s
whats happening in my life! God’s silence means He is ready to bring into my life
a greater revelation of Himself than | have ever known.” | immediately changed my
whole attitude toward God, With great anticipation 1 began to watch for what God
was going to teach me about Himself. Then some things happened that I might never
have responded to without that readiness and anticipation.

QWhat are two possible reasons for God’s silence when you pray?

Now when | pray and God is silent, [ still pray through my sin checklist. Sometimes God’
silenices are indeed caused by sin in my life. If unconfessed sin is in my life, I confess it
and make it right. If God is still silent after that, | get ready for a new experience with
Him. Sometimes God is silent as He prepares to bring you to a deeper understanding of
Himself. Sometimes His silence is designed to bring you into a state of absolute depen-
dence on and trust in God, Whenever God is silent, continue doing the last thing God
told you and watch and wait for a fresh encounter with Him.

You can respond to God’s silence in two ways. You can become frustrated, feel
guilty, or be impatient. Or you can expect that God is about to bring you to a deeper
knowledge of Himself. These responses are as different as night and day.

Do you know what set me free? Truth. Truth is a Person who is actively involved
in my life. The moment I understood what God might be doing, I adjusted my life to
Him. | put away my discouragement and guilt. 1 quic feeling that T was of no use to
God and He wasn't listening to me. [ made a major adjustment in my life to an actitude
of expectation, faith, and trust. The moment I did, God began to show me how [ could
respond to Him in such a way that T would know Him on a deeper level,

Start memorizing your Scripture memory verse for this unit and
review your verses from other gnits. Remember, you may select
a different verse and translation if you want to.
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Review today's lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

What was the most meaningful stute-  Reword the statemuent or Scripture  What does God want vou to do
mernt or Seripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s scudy?

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH
CIRCUMSTANCES

The Holy Spirit uses the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and God's people to speak to us—

to show us the Facher’s will. This third means—circumstances—is illustrated in the way To understand

Jesus knew what the Father wanted Him to do. This is how Jesus knew the Father’s will your bad or difficult _

for His life and daily activity. Jesus described the process in John 5:17,19-20. circumstances, God's .
perspective is vital.

°Verse 19 is your memory verse for this unit. Try to recite it now.
B St ST e R o L
Jesus said He did not take the initiative in doing anything for the Father (see v. 19).
Only the Father has the right to initiate a divine work. The Father had been working
right up until Jesus’ time on earth, and He was still working (see v. 17). The Father
would let the Son know what He was doing {see v. 20). When the Son saw the Fathers ~ J0hn 5:17
activity, that was the Father’s invitation for the Son to join Him. “lesus responded to them,
"My Father is still working,
eWe have already looked at Jesus® example. To review, see if you can fill and | am working also.” "
in the blanks in the following sequence, using the key words below.
Then check your answers on page 16.
working  everything  watch  Father  doing  initiative  loves  nothing
The has been working right up until now.
|
l[

Mow God has Me
I do nothing on My own

I to see what the Father is domg.

I do what [ see the Father is already

You see, the Father — Me.

He shows Me that He Himself 1s doing.

God used circumstances to reveal to Jesus what He should do. The circumstances were
the things Jesus saw the Father doing. There are certain things only the Father can do.
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TS

Jesus did not
have to guess
what to do. Jesus
did not have
to dream up
what He could
accomplish for
the Father.
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eTurn to page 83 and review ¢he list of things only God can do.

Jesus always looked for where the Fatherwasat work; then He joined Him. The Father
loved the Son and showed Him everything He was doing, Jesus did not have to guess
what to do. Jesus did not have to drean up what He could accomplish for the Father.
Jesus waiched to see what the Father was doing around His Tife, and then immediately
adjusted His life w His Father's activity around Him. The Eather then accomplished
His purposes through Jesus.

This is exactly what Jesus wants us to do through His lordship in our lives.
We see what He is doings; then we adjust our lives, our plans, and our goals to Him. e
are to place our lives at His disposal—where He is working—so He will accomplish
His purposes through us.

e Reflect on your life. Is anything happening in you or the people
around you, that only God could do? Is anyone showing an unusual
interest in God? Is anyone under conviction for their sin? Does
anyone have an unusual concern for God’s word or prayer? If so, list

the sitnation in the margin. How does God want you to respond?

GOD'S PERSPECTIVE IS VITAL

Jesus” example s a positive way God speaks through circumstances. Sometimes circuimn-
starices appear to be negative. Maybe you have found yourself in the middle of a difficult
cituation and asked God,“Why is this happening to me? You are not alone, Job had an
experience like that. He did not know what was happening when everything he owned
was desoroyed, when his children died, and when he developed excruciating sores all over
his body (see Job 1—2). Job wrestled with understanding his circumstances. They certainly
appeared bad! He did not know what was happening from God’s perspective (see Job
1:6-12: 2:1-7). Neither did He know the last chapter of the story (see Job 42:12-17),in
which God would restore his property, his farnily, and his health.

Jobs friends, thinking they had God’s perspective, told Job to confess his sin. Job
could not find any unrighteousness in his lifee to confess, If you didn't have that last chap-
ter and didn’t know Ged's perspective, whose side do you think you would be on—Gods
or Job's? You would probably be with Job, saying, “ want to ask God what’s going on.
Why is He allowing this to happen? You would think God was being cruel to Job.

To understand your panful or difficult circumstances, God’s perspective is vital.
When you face hardships or confusing situations, they can gverwhelm you, When you
look at God from the middle of your circumstances, you will always have a distorted
understanding of Him. For instance, you might say, “God doesn’t Jove me” or “God
st fair” Both of those statements about God are completely false.

Have you ever been in the middle of a tragic circumstance in which
you accused God of things you knew were not really true of Him?

(Yes 1 No If so, describe one of those circumstances in the margin.

Perhaps you began to question God's love or His wisdom. Maybe you were afraid to
say He was wrong, but you said. “God, You misled me in letting me believe this was
the right thing to do. Why didn't You stop me? If | had known things were going to
turn out like this, ...” You can get into spiritual difficulty if you look at God from
the middle of crcumstances.




What should you do? First, go to God and ask Him to show you His perspective
on your circumstances. Look back at your drcumstances from the heart of God. When
you face confusing events, the Spirit of God will tike the Word of God and help you
understand your circunstances from God’s penspective. He will reveal to you the cruth
of your situation.

At the beginning of unit 3 1 told you about our daughter Carrie’s bout with cancer,
a challenging simation for our whole family. The doctors prepared us for six to eight
months of ntense chemotherapy, plus rdiation treatments. We knew God loved us, so we
went to Him in prayer and asked for understanding of what He was domg or was going
to do in our lives. We wanted to be rightly adjusted to Him through this time. We prayed,

“What are You purposing to do in this experience that we need to adjust ourselves to?”

As we praved, a Scripture promise came that we believed was from God. Not
only did we receive the promise, but we also received letters and calls from many
people who quoted this same Scripture pronuse to us, sensing this verse was from
God for our crrcumstance, The verse reads, “This sickness will not end in death but
it is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it” (John
11:4). While it would have been natural for us to clam this verse for our daughter, we
sensed God was giving us this Scripture as His word for our circumstances. Qur sense
that God was speaking to us grew stronger as the Bible, prayer, and other believers’
testitnonies began to agree, We then adjusted our lives to the truth and began to watch
for ways God would use chis sicuation for His glory,

During this time people from many places i Canada, Europe, and the United
States praved for Carrie. Individuals, college-student groups, and churches called to
tell us of their prayers. One thing surfaced in conversatons with these people. Many
said something like this: “*Our prayer ministry had become so dry and cold, and we
hadn’ seen any special answers to prayer in a long time, But when we heard about
Carrie, we felt motivated o pray for her regularly”

After three months of treatments, the doctors ran more tests. They said, “We
don't understand this, but all the tests are negative. We cannot find any trace of cancer.”
Limmediately communicated this answer to praver with those who had committed to
pray for Carrie. In instance after instance people said God used this answer to prayer
to renew their prayer lives. Church prayer ministries were revitalized. Student prayer
groups found new life,

Then I began to see what God had in mind for this eircumstance: through this
experience God was plorified in the eyes of His people. Many people sensed a fresh
call to prayer. They personally began to experience anew the presence of Truth—
Truth as a Person. Some of Carrie’s closest friends began o pray fervently. Some
students even became Christians after observing what God had done in and through
Carrie. God indeed brought glory to Himself through this sickness.

Do you see what happened? We faced a teying situation. We could have looked
back at God from the middle of our circumstances and developed a distorted under-
standing of God. Instead, we went directly to Him and sought His perspective. The
Holy Spirit took God's Word and revealed to us God’s perspective on the end result
of that circumstance, We believed God and adjusted our lives to Him and to what He
was doing. Then we went through the circumstance looking for ways His purposes
would be accomplished in ways that woeuld bring Him glory. S0 when the answer to
Prayer came, | inunediately knew that my job was o glorify God with everyone 1
could. In the process we came to know God in a new way because of the compassion
He showed us by revealing His perspective on our situation. Let me suminarize howy
You can respond when circumstances are difficult or confusing,

UNIT

FEIES

Go to God
and ask Him to
show you His

perspective

On your
circumstances.
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EXPERIENCING GOD

SUMM

STATEN

God used circumstances
to reveal to Jesus what
He was to.do.

To understand my bad or
difficult circumstances,
God's perspective is vital.

RaﬁiﬁWfﬂday’ﬁ :iﬁéjdﬂ,;

VR T

m;ﬁtﬁ%tﬁpmmwmd mda;v,rz  into a praver of response to God. ‘in response to today’s study?

eﬁs you read this list, circle a key word or phrase in each statemnent.

In your own words, summarize what you need to do when you find
yourself in confusing or difficule circumstances.

Remember God is sovereign. You may face a situation like the one Job experienced in
which God does not tell you what He is doing. In those instances, acknowledge God's
love and sovereignty and trust His sustaining grace 1o see you through the situation.

Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He

! M!ﬁlﬁ'ﬂdéﬁmﬂahwmw pmﬁti(‘:ﬂsﬂndﬂﬂim them. Then respond to the following.

ul state-  Reword the statement or Scripture What does God want you to do
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A TRUTHE G
YOUR CIRCUMSTANCE

You cannot know the truth of vour circornstance until you have heard from God. In
Excodus 56 Moses did as God instucted and asked Pharnoh to set the Ismelites free.
Pharaoh refused and multiplied thew hardship, Then the people turned against Moses
and eriticized him for causing them so much trouble.

What would you have done if you had been in Moses’ place?

Check one or more responses.

U 2.1 would have become angry at Israel and gone back to tending sheep.

U b T would have become bitter at God and told Him to get somebody else
to do the job.

M e 1 would have concluded 1 had misunderstood God'’s will.

U d. [ would have patiently gone back to God and asked Him to give me
His perspective on this difficult circumstance.

Moses” story really encourages me, The first three responses above are more like the ways
we usually respond, 1f you haven't read Exodus 56, vou may have the 1dea from what |
have sand that Moses picked response d. He didnt! He blamed God and accused Him of
failing to do what He had promised. Moses said, “Lord, why have you caused trouble for
this people? And why did you ever send me? 23 Ever since [ went in to Pharach to speak
in vour name he has caused trouble for this people, and you haven't rescued vour people
at all” (Ex. 5:22-23). Moses was so discouraged he was ready to quit (see Ex. 6:12).

'm glad God is patient with us! He took time to reveal His perspective to Moses,
God explained He wanted Pharach to resist so the people could see Gods mighry
hand of deliverance. He wanted the people to know Him by experience as the great
[ AM. Learn from Moses’ example, When you face confusing circumstances, don’
blame God. Don't give up following Him. Go to God. Ask Him to reveal the truth
of your circumstances. Ask Him to show you His perspective. Then wait on the Lord.

Radically orient your life to God. The most difficult thing you will ever have
to do is deny self, take up your cross, and follow Him, The most challenging part of
your relationship with God is being God-centered. If vou recorded a day in your life,
you might find that your prayers, your attitudes, your thoughts, and your actions are
mtensely self-centered. You may not see things from God's perspective; rather, you may
try to explin to God what your perspective is. When He becomes the Lord of your
life, He alone has the right to be: the Focus of your life; the Initiator in your life; the
Director of your life, That is what it means for Him to be Lord.

HEARING FROM TRUTH

When the Holy Spirit wulks to you, He reveals Truth, He communicates with you
about 4 Person—about Jesus. Truth isa Person (see John 14:6)!

The disciples were in a boat during a storm, while Jesus slept at the back. If you
had gone to those disciples in the middle of that tempest and asked them, *What is
the truth of this sitwation?” what would they have said? “We perish!™ Was that the

UNIT &

You cannot know
the truth of your
circumstance until you
have heard from God.

John 14:6
“Lam ... the truth."
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Luke 7:11-17

“Afterward he was on his way
to 2 town called Main. His
distiples and a large crowd
were traveling with him. Just
as he neared the pate of
the town, a dead man was
being carried out. He was his
mather's only son, and she
was a widow. A large crowd
from the town was alse with
fier, When the Lord saw her,
he had compassion on fer
and said, ‘Don't weep.' Then
he came up and touched the
open coffin, and the palibear-
ers stopped. And he said,
Young man, | tell you, get upl’

The dead man sat
up and began to speak,
and Jesus gave him o his
mother. Then fear came over
everyone, and they glorified
God, saying, ‘A preat prophet
has risen among us,’ and
‘God has visited his people.
This repart about him went
throughout Judea and all the
vicinity."

et

Don't evaluate
your situation
until you have
heard from Jesus.
He is Truth.

SUMMARY

STATEMENTS

Never detérmine the truth
of a situation by looking
at the circumstances.
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ruth? No, Truth was asleep at the back of the boat. Trath is a Person, Ina moment
Truth Himself would stand up and. calm the storm. Then they knew the Truth of their
circumstnce, Truth is a Person who is always present in your life. You cannot know
the truth of your CircuITsANCe until you have heard from God. He is Truth! Truth
is present and actve in your life!

Read Luke 7:11-17 in the margin and answer the following gquestions.

a. Suppose you were attending this funeral. Before Jesus came, how do you
think the widow of Nain would have tesponded to this question:“What is
the truth of this sitnation?” She would have said ...

b. When Truth {Jesus) was present, what difference did He make?

. When Truth (Jesus) revealed Himself to that crowd, how did they respond?

If you had asked the widow in her only son’s funeral procession, “What's the truth of
this situation?” she might have replied, "My husband died several years ago. | had one
son, and 1 anticipated he would comfort and care far me in my old age. Now my son
is dead, and 1 must live the rest of my life without anyone to care for me." Was that
the truth? .

Mo, Truth was standing in front af her! When Truth reached out, rouched her sot,
and restored him, everything changed.You never know the truth of any situation until
you have heard from Jesus. When Jesus revealed Himself in this circomstance, “foar
came over everyone, and they glorified God, saying, A great prophet has risen among
us! and ‘God has visited his people This report bout him went throughout Judea
and all the vicinity.” (Luke 7:16-17T). Never determine the truth of a situation only by
looking at the circumstances. Don't evaluate your situation until you have heard from
Jesus. He 1s Truth.

In your Bible, read John 6:1-15 and answer the following questions.
2. Five thousand hungry people were with Jesus. He wanted to feed them.
If you had asked the disciples what the truth of the situation was, how do
you think they would have responded?

b. Why did Jesus ask Philip where they could buy bread (vv. 5-0)7

¢, When Truth (Jesus) was present, what difference did He make?

4. When Truth (Jesus) revealed Himself to the crowd, how did they respond (v. 14)7

[ wonder whether God ever tests OUr faith as He did Philips. Does He say, “Feed the
multitades,” and our church responds, “Our budget can't do it”? If you had asked the
disciples about the eruth of that situation, they might have saidd, “We can't do it. Lord,
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the truth is that this sitation is impossible”” Was that correct? No. We know the other  canmot know the fruth
half of cthe story. Wouldn't we be better off if we trusted God with the other half of of my tircumstance until
the story m our lives? Truth Himself fed five thousand mmen, plus their fimilies, and | have heard fram God.
had 12 baskets full of lefiovers!

suppose God says to your church, “Take the gospel to the whole world " and the The Holy Spirit takes God's
church says,*"We can’t. We're too small” Truth stands in the middle of that church, as the Word and reveals God's
Head of that congregation, to say,**Believe Me. | will never give you an order without pers pective on the circum-
releasing My power to enable it to happen, Trust Me and obey Me, and it will happen,” stance

Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

What was the most meaningful state-  Reword the staitement or Scripture What does God want you to do
ment or Seripture you read today? mro 3 praver of resporise to God. 1N respense o todays study?

SPIRITUAL MARKERS

The diagrams 1 used for circumstances (pp. 118-20) may imply that the circumstance

5 a bad situation. That 1s not always the case. Sometimes the circumstance is a deci- When God gets ready
sion-making situation. In a decision-making time your greatest difficulty may not be Sfor you to take a new
choosing between good and bad but choosing between good and best. You may have step or direction in His
several options that appear to be equally attractive, At a time like this, begin by saying activity, it will always
with all your heart, “Lord, whatever I know to be Your will, I will do it. Regardless be in sequence with
of the cost and regardless of the adjustment, I commit myself ahead of time to follow what He has already
Your will. Lord, no matter what that will looks like, I will do it!” been doing in your life.

If you cannot say that when you begin to seek God’ will, you do not mean “Thy
will be done” (Matc. 6:10, KJV). Instead, you mean “Thy will be done as long as it does s ——
not conflict with my will” Two words in a Christian’s language cannot go together:

“No, Lord.” If you say no to God, He is not your Lord. If He really is your Lord, your “YES. LORD!”
answer must always be yes, Lord. In decision making, always begin at this point. Do not
Proceed until you can honestly say,“Whatever You ask of me, Lord., my answer is ‘yes!"

PHYSICAL MARKERS OF SPIRITUAL ENCOUNTERS

When Israel crossed the Jordan River into the promised land, God gave Joshoa the follow-
g mstructions: "Choose twelve men from the people, one man for each tribe, and
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command them: Take twelve stones from this place in the middle of the Jordan where

the priests are standing, carry them with you, and set them down at the place where

you spend the night”” (Josh. 4:2-3). These stones were [0 SETVE as a sign to the lsraehtes.
Joshua explamed,“In the firure, when your children ask you, “What do these stones

mean to you? you should tell thern, “The water of the Jordan was cut off in front of the

ark of the Lorp's covenant. When it crossed the Jordan, the Jordan’s water was cut off”
Therefore these stones will abways be a memorial for the liraelites™ (Josh. 4:6-7). The stones

were to remind the people of God’s mighty act on their behalf, On many other occasions

people built altars or set up stones asa reminder of significant encounters with God.

Select one of the following persons you would like to study. Check
the box beside the person you chose. Read about his encounter with
God. Then answer the questions that follow.

) Moses—Exodus 17:8-16 or 24:1-11 A Moah—Genesis 08

0 Abram—Genesis 12:1-8 or 13:1-18 [ Joshua—Joshua 3:5-4:9

( Isaac—Genesis 26:17-25 O Gideon—]Judges 6:11-24

0 Jacob—Genesis 28:10-22; 35:1-7 O Sanuel—1 Samuel 7:1-13

Briefly describe the encounter between this person and God, What did God
do?

Why do you think the person built an altar or set up a stone marker?

What, if any, special names of God or of the stone/altar does the text give?

Often people in the Old Testament set up stone markers or altars as reminders of their
encounters with God. Places like Bethel (house of God) and Rehoboth (reom) became
reminders of God's great activity in the midst of His people, Moses named an altar The
Lord is my Banner, and Sarmuel called a stone Ebenczer, saying, “The Lorp has helped
us” (1 Sam. 7:12). These altars and stones became physical markers of great spiritual
encounters with God. They provided opportunities for people to teach their children
bout God’s activity on behalf of His people.

SEEING GOD'S PERSPECTIVE

God works in sequence o accomplish His divine purposes. What He did in the past
was accomplished with a Kingdom purpose in mind. What He is doing in the presm't
is in sequence with the past and with the same Kingdom purpose. Every act of God
builds on the past, with a view toward the future.

When God called Abraham (see Gen. 12), He began to develop a people for Himself.
When He came to lsaac, Isaac saw God’s perspective when God reminded him of His
relationship with lsaac’s father, Abraham (see Gen, 26:24). To Jacob God identified
Himself as the God of Abraham and Isaac (see Gen. 28:13) . When God encountered Moses,
He helped Moses see His perspective on what He was doing through history. He said
e was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (see Esx. 3:6-10). At each new step in His
divine plan, God involved a person. Ofien in the call God rehearsed His previous activity
<o the individual could see God's perspective on what was happening at that moment.




UMNIT 6
Throughout Deuteronomy Moses reviewed all God had done for Israel. God was
preparing to move the prople into the promised land, and He wwanred His people to
have the penspective of history as they took this new step. In Deuteronomy 29 Moses sty
briefly summarized the nation’s history. At this time of covenane renewal, Moses
wanted to remind che people to be faithful in following God. They were getting ready [srael needed

to change leaders (from Moses to Joshua) and move into the promised land. They to see the new

needed to see this new direction from God’s perspective. Istael needed to see their e

current undertaking was in line with all God had done previously. direction was
In the diagram on the inside back cover, Gods purposes are illustrated by the [n |II1E W]th

artow at the top of the diagrmu_
all God had

done previously.

Look at the perspective God gave Moses when He called him into
service at the burning bush in Exodus 3. On the lines that follow, write:
= past beside items that speak of God’s past activity with His people;
= present beside items that speak of what God was doing at the time
He spoke to Moses;
* future beside items that speak of what God was going to do.
a. "' am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob” {v. 6).
S b.”l have observed the misery of my people in Egypt, and I have
heard them erying out because of their oppressors” (v. 7).
¢. "] know about their sufferings, and [ have come down
to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians” {vv. 7-8).
d.“Therefore, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh so that you may
lead my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt™ (v. 10).
€. "] will certainly be with you, and this will be the sign to you that
I am the one who sent you: when vou bring the people out of
Egypt, you will all worship God at this mountain™ (v. 12),
£.*1 have promised you that 1 will bring you up from the misery
of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites ... —a land Aowing with
milk and honey™ (v. 17).
g.“l will give these people such favor with the Egyptans that
when you go, you will not go empty-handed. ... So you will
plunder the Egyptians™ (v, 21-22),
U2 answers: ltems a, b, and § are past. tems ¢ and d are present. llems e and g are futore.

Do you see what God was doing with Moses? He was helping him see his call from
God's perspective.
* God had been working with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and even Moses’ father
% to build a nation,
* God had promised Abraham He would bring the people out of bondage
and give them the promised land.
/ * God had been watching over them in Egypt.
* Now He was responding to their suffering,

125

|
|




EXPERIEMCING GOD

e

A spiritual marker
identifies a time of
transition, decision,
or direction when
| clearly know God
has guided me.

126

« God had chosen to involve Moses in Fis divine purpose for Israel, He was going
ro use Moses to deliver the lseaclites from Egypt and plunder the Egyputians
at the same tme,

+ After Moses obeyed, God would bring them to this very mountain to worship.
This worship service on the mountain would be Moses™ sign God had sent him.

God wants to involve you in His purposes, God has been working in the world all
along (see John 5:17). He was accomphishing His purposes for your life prior to your
birth, and He has been active in your life since you were born. God said to Jeremiah
the prophet,“Before | formed you in the womb; I set you apart before you were born.
[ appointed you a prophet to the mations” (Jer. 1:53). When God is ready for you to take
a new step or direction in His activity, it will always be in sequence with what He has
already been doing in your life. He does not go off on tangents or take meaningless
detours, He builds your character in an orderly fashion with a divine purpose in mind.

A SPIRITUAL INVENTORY

[ have found it helpful to identfy spiritual markers inmy life. Each time 1 have encoun-
tered God's call or directions for my life, I have mientally built a spiritual marker at that
point. A spiritual marker identifies a time of eransition, decision, or direction when I
clearly know God has guided me. Over time I can look back at these spiritual mark-
ers and see how God has faithfully directed my life according to His divine purpose.
When 1 face a decision about God’s direction, | review those spiritual markers. [
don't take the next step without the context of God's full activity in my life. This helps
me see God's perspective for my past and present. Then 1 examine the options before
me, looking to see which direction is most consistent with what God has been doing in
my life, Often one of these opportunities will be right in line with what God has already
been doing, If none of the directions seerm consistent, | continue to pray and wait on the
Lord’s guidance. When circumstances do not align with what God i saying in the Bible
and in prayer, | assume the tming may be wrong. I then wait for God to reveal His timing.

e In your own words, write a definition of spiritual marker.

Using the previous paragraph, describe in your own words how you
could use spiritual markers to help you discern God’s direction at a
time of decision.

eWth do you think spiritual markers are helpfulz What do they help
you do? ="

When I was approached about paking a position with my denomination to direct
“its emphasis on prayer and spiritual awakening, | had never held such a job. Only
God could reveal whether this was part of His divine purpose, | recalled the spiritual
markers in my life to see this decision from God’s perspective.




My heritage goes back to Englind, where 2 number of my family were graduates
of Spurgeon’ College at a time when Charles Spurgeon was trying to win England
to Christ. I grew up in a town in Canada where an evangelical witness for Christ was
desperately needed. My father served as alay pastor to help start a mission church in that
town, Inmy teen years | began to sense adeep burden for communities all across Canada
that did not have an evangelical church, When 1was in seminary, God assured me He
loved my nation enough to want to bringa great movement of His Spirit across our lind.
When I accepted Gods call to go to Saskatoon as a pastor, God used the prospect of a
spiritual awakening there to affirm my call. While | was in Saskatoon, a spiritual awaken-
ing erupted in chat city and spread throughout Canada and across the world.

One day a man called me and saiid, "Henry, for more than two years we have prayed
about filling a position for the Office for Prayer and Spiritual Awakening, Would you
comsider coming and directing our denomination in the area of spiritual awakening?"”

As Lreviewed God's activity in my life (my spiritual markers), I saw that an emphasis
on spiritual awakening was an important element throughout my ministry. [ said, “You
could have asked me to do anything else in the world, and [ would not have considered
leaving what | am doing, bug spiritual awakening has been a deep current that has run
through my life since the time [ was a teenager”” After much praver and confirmation in
the Word and by other believers, | accepted the posinion. God didn't shift me; He focused
me on something He had been doing throughout the course of my life.

6 Prepare a spiritual inventory of your life and identify your spiritual
markers. These may begin with your heritage, your salvation expe-
rience, and times you made significant decisions about your future.
What are some times of transition, decision, or direction in your life
when you clearly knew that God guided you? Using a separate sheet
of paper, your spiritual journal, or a notebook, start preparing a list.
If God used specific Scriptures to speak during those times, record
the Scriptures. Add to it as you continue to reflect and pray about
God’s activity in vour life.

You will have an opportunity to share some of your spiritual markers in this week'’s
small group session.
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SUMMARY

STATEMENTS

In a decision-making time
my: greatest difficulty may
not be choasing between
goad and bad but choosing
between good and beast,

Two wards in a Chrishian's
language cannot go
together: “No, Lord ™

God works in sequence
to accomiplish His diving
purposes,

When God gets ready for me
fo take & new steép or direction
in His activity, it witt bein
sequence with what He has
already been doing in my life.

A spinitual marker identifies a
time of transition, decision, or
direction when | clearly know
that God has puided me.

Review today’s lesson. Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

What was the most meaningful state-  Reword the statement or Scripture  What does God want you to do
ment or Scripture you read today? into a prayer of response to God. in response to todav’s study?
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 GOD SPEAKS
THROUGH THE CHURCH

As | function in The Holy Spirit speaks o us through Gods people, the local church. Later in this
relationship to the course we will devote a whole unit to ways a church hears and understands God's will.
church, | depend Today we will look at some ways you can understand God's will through the church.
on others in the
church to help me o Let’s review for a moment. Answer the following questions.
undersrand God’s will. a. How did God speak in the Old Testament? __ o o
TR T S A
b How did God speak in the Gospels?
. How does God speak from Acts to the present? ___
4 What are four ways the Holy Spirit speaks?
THE BODY OF CHRIST
One problem many churches face today is they have so emphasized the doctrine of the
priesthood of believers they have lost their sense of corporate identity. What does that
mean in simple words? Christians think their walk with God is independent of anyone
else and they are not sccountable to the church. It is true Christians have direct access
to God through Christ, However, God created the church as His redemptive agent in
the world, He has a purpose for the chureh. God places every member in 2 church to
accomplish His redemptive purposes through that congregation.
Ephesians 4:15-16 A church is a body—the body of Christ (see 1 Cor. 12:27). Jesus Christ is the
“gpeaking the truth in love, Head of every local church (see Eph. 4:15), and God places every member in the
et s grow in every way body as it pleases Him (see 1 Cor. 12:18). The Holy Spirit manifess Himself to every
into him who is the head— person for the common good (see 1 Cor. 12:7). The Father fits together the whole
Christ, From him the whole body (see Eph. 5:16). nd the Holy Spirit enables and equips members to function

hody, fitted and knit together  where the Father has placed them in the body. The body builds itself up until every
by every supporting ligament, member experiences the fullness of Christ (see Eph. 4:13). God made us mutually

promotes the growth of the interdependent. We need one another, What one lacks, athers in the body can supply.
hody for building itself up in What God is doing m and through the body is essential to my knowing how to
love by the proper working respond to Him. When [ see Him working in my church, 1 immediately adjust and
of each individual part.” put my life in that place too, In the church T let God use me in any Wway He chooses to

complete His work in other members. This was Paul’s goal when he said, “We proclaim
him, awarning and teaching everyore with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone
mature in Christ” {Col. 1:28). Paul constantly asked believers to become vitally involved
" with his life and ministry. The effectiveness of Paul’s ministry rested on them (see Eph.
6:19: Col. 4:3; 2 Thess. 31-2).
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Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-31. Beside each statement, put a response
from this passage.

a. Paul addressed the Christians of alocl chureh in the city of Corinth, W hat

15 a local church (. 27)2

b. Circle the picture in the margin that best illustrates how yout church func-
tions {v. 12),

c. What does verse 25 say should be true of the church? Does this describe
vour church?

d. Based on verses 14-24, mark the following statements T (true} or F {false).
Rewrite the false staternents on the lines to state them correctly.
(1) The church is a democracy. The majority rules.
— (2} Some members are more important than others, because they hold
a greater responsibility. o
— (3 In every church there are people who are hurting and upset about
something. The church can’t be distracted by such malcontents,

— (4) God speaks to the church staff or elders and they tell the rest of the
church what God’s will is.

— (5} 1t the charch will nat grant me more responsibility, I will start look-
ing for another church,

A local church is the body of Christ (2-a), All believers worldwide are united in the king-
dom of God under the rule of the King! But the local church is to function like a body:
It is not part of a body. It is a body. God has always intended for the church to func-
tion as a unit, not as individual parts. A church should not be divided. If your church
15 fragmented, 1t is unhealthy. The Great Physician, Christ Hinself, can heal the body
it your church will lec Him.

Apart from the body you cannot fully know God's will for relating to God's
people. Without the eve the hand does not know where to touch. Without the ear
the rest of the body may not know when or how to respond. Every member needs to
listen to what the other members say. If the members are not talking about what they
sense God is doing in their midst, the whole body will be disoriented to God.

ALLOW GOD TO SPEAK THROUGH THE CHURCH

As I function in relationship to the church, I depend on others in the congregation to
help me understand God’s will, Let me illustrate this for you. Then in unit 10 we will
spend more time studying the way members function as part of a body.

While I was in seminary, [ was involved in a local church. The first year I taught
teenage boys, and I did so with a willing heart. The next year I was asked to be the
Music and education director. I had never done either job in my life. I had sung in a
choir, but I had never led congregational music. | knew nothing about directing the
educational program of a church. Here is the way 1 approached this decision.

The people of God at this chifch needed a leader. As they prayed, they sensed
God had purposely put me there to meet that need. | also saw the need and realized

PELEN

Apart from
the body you
cannot fully
know God’s will
for relating to
God's people.
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A church is a body—
the bedy of Christ!

lpsus Christ is the Head
of a local churgh.

God places every member in
the body as it pleases Him.

God made us mutually
interdependent We need
one another,

Apart from the body | cannot
fully know God's will for my
relationship to the body.

Every member ngeds to
listen to what the other
members say.

As | function in relationship
to the church, | depend on
others in the church to help
me understand God's will.

Review today’s lesson.

What was the most meaningful state-  Reword the statement of Scripture  What does God want you to do
ment or Scripture you read today?

Pray and ask God to identify one or more statements or Scriptures He
wants you to understand, learn, or practice. Underline them. Then respond to the following.

God wanted to use me to meet it. As a servant of Jesus Christ, I did not have che option
to say ne. 1 believed the Head—Jesus Christ—could speak through the rest of the body
to guide me to know how 1 should function in their midst. I sad I would do my best.

For two years [served asthe music and education director. Then the church voted
to call me to be their pastor. [ hadn’t preached three sermons in my life. I had not gone
to serninary because | felt called to be a pastor, but | had gone because [ felt called by
Giod into a relationship with Him for whatever He had in mind. | sensed | needed theo-
logical training so I would have roals with which to serve God. [ didn’t say, "1 am going
into foreign misions or home missions” T didn’t confine myself to music or education
ot preaching. 1 said. “Lotd, whatever You direct me to do in relation to Your body, that is
what T will do. 1 am Your servant forYour purposes.” L agreed to be the church’s pastor.

In the church a need does not constitute the call, A need, however, is not to be
ignored. Don’t be afraid to let the body of believers assist you in knowing God's will,
Also keep in mind that one ‘udividual is not the church. In the final analysis you must
take all the counsel of people and go to God for clear direction.You will find that a
pumber of things will begin to line up. When what you hear from the Bible, prayer,
circumstances, and the church says the same thing, you can proceed with confidence.

You may say, “Henry, you don’t know my church. I can’t depend on them to help
me know Gods will” Be careful When you say chat, you have said more abour what
you believe about God than what you believe about your church, You are saying, Henry,
not even God can work through these people. He is not powerful enough” I don't think
you believe that in your mind, but what you do says more about what you believe about
God than what you say. This is the point where we need to focus on the crisis of belief.
When God speaks, you have to decide what you really believe about God and act on it.

eWrite your Scripture memory verse (John 5:19) on the following lines.

Review your other Scripture memory Verses and be prepared to
recite them to a partner in your small group session this week.

If you have not completed your list of spiritual markers (day 4),
try to finish it before your group session this week. Bring the paper
or notebook with you to the session.

into a prayer of response to God. in response to today’s studye
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GOD SPEAKS, PART 2

SESSO N 6

VIDEO TEACHING NOTES

1A circumstance is an event in your life through which God chooses to speak.
2. Just because a door seems closed to you does not mean it is closed to God.
3. Christians need the Spirit of Truth to explain the doors that are before us.
4. When trying to discern if God is speaking:

1. Measure the source. 2. Compare to other spiritual markers from your life.
5. Al of the different ways that God speaks work together.

YOUR NOTES

UNIT REVIEW

Write the first four realities of experiencing God in your own words.

L Work:
2. Relationship:

3. Invication:

4. Speaks:

Check your answers o the inside back cover,
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Scriptures
Referenced

John 14:6

John 4:35-41

1 Corinthians 1:18
Acts 15:36-41

Acts 16:6-34

John 13:20

1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Sharing Time '

* One of the most
meaningful statements
or Scriptures from
this unit’s lessons and
VOUT Praver response
to God. Choose one
from pages 117, 120,
123,127, and 130,

* Spiritual markers in
your life {activity 6,
p. 127).

Streamable session

videos are included

with the purchase price

of this book. Look for |
your access code on the |
insert attached in the

back of this baok.,
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