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4. What did God tell the people of Judah in verse 21? On what did He base 
    this statement?
5. What had God already begun to do, according to verse 22?
6. How did God repeatedly command the people of Judah to respond, 
    based on what He had already done and what He promised to do?

[bookmark: _Hlk116297124]
[image: ]God Will Repay and Renew - Joel 2:25-27
7. What did God declare in verse 25? What else was made clear about 
    Judah's situation in this verse?
8. What blessings did God promise to Judah?
9. How do both verses 26 and 27 end? Why was this significant?

Suggested Answer to Question 1
For Question 1, we should discuss a time or experience when we've felt
intense fear. Examples could include an unexpected diagnosis, job loss, an 
accident, or an abusive relationship. Times like these can be scary and 
difficult.
Suggested Answer to Questions 2
Question 2 asks for us to recall a dire situation that we've lived through. 
Answers may include bankruptcy, divorce, homelessness, etc.
[image: ]We should share what steps we took to resolve the situation or how it was
reconciled.
Suggested Answer to Question 3
Question 3 challenges us to consider how we typically respond to a bad 
situation. While the "Christian" answer may be to turn it over to God in 
prayer, often our gut instinct leads us another way: anxiety, panic attacks,
isolation, emotional paralysis, and even substance abuse. Discuss with 
students the ways to avoid these knee-jerk reactions and instead turn to 
the Lord.
Suggested Answer to Question 4 
God told the people of Judah not to be afraid, but rather to be glad and 
rejoice, because "Surely the Lord has done great things!" (vs. 21). Despite
their volatile history, God had already provided Israel with countless 
examples of His provision. Therefore, even before God blessed them yet 
again, the people were to rejoice—not because of the blessings themselves, 
but because of the God who provided them.
Suggested Answer to Question 5 
God even addressed the beasts of the wilderness that were already benefiting from His provision:
"Do not be afraid ... for the pastures in the wilderness are becoming green. The trees are bearing their fruit; the fig tree and the vine yield their riches." This was a direct reversal of the circum-stances that had driven the people to repent. God's provision for them would be no less than
what He was giving the beasts of the field.
Suggested Answer to Question 6 
In verse 21 and again in verse 23, God commanded the people of Judah to "be glad and rejoice." He was providing not only the fruit of the tree and the vine but the "autumn and spring rains" that
were causing those trees and vines to grow once more. The people of Judah were already beginning to see God's goodness, and they would soon be able to literally enjoy its fruits. Gladness
and rejoicing were the only appropriate responses.
[bookmark: _Hlk52878280][bookmark: _Hlk58928873]Suggested Answer to Question 7
[bookmark: _Hlk96929120]God recalled the locusts of Joel 1:4 that had plagued Judah. Only this time, instead of telling the people to mourn what they had lost, God promised that He would restore the fortunes of the
people that the locusts had taken away. The phrasing also made clear that this devastation had been for an extended period—"I will repay you for the years the locusts have eaten" (vs. 25).
Suggested Answer to Question 8
[bookmark: _Hlk118138969]God promised to Judah, "You will have plenty to eat, until you are full, and you will praise the
name of the Lord your God, who has worked wonders for you" (vs. 26). God made clear that the purpose of this blessing was so "you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the Lord your God,
and that there is no other" (vs. 27).
Suggested Answer to Question 9
"[N]ever again will my people be shamed." Not only was God blessing the Israelites, but He was
also removing their disgrace. Ultimately this was an even greater blessing than the material bless-
ings God was giving to Judah. He was not only restoring the Israelites' material stature but, more
importantly, their dignity and identity as God's people.

[image: ]                                                    Introduction 
	
	Several uncertainties surround the composition of the 
book of Joel. The book opens by stating that what follows is 
“the word of the Lord that came to Joel son of Pethuel” (Joel 
1:1). The name Joel was common in the Old Testament era 
(examples: 1 Chronicles 4:35; 5:4, 12; 6:33, 36; 7:3; 11:38; 
15:7; 27:20; 2 Chronicles 29:12; Ezra 10:43; Nehemiah 11:9). 
Beyond the prophet’s name and the name of his father, other 
personal details regarding this specific Joel are unavailable to 
us.
	Several possibilities exist regarding the composition 
date of the book of Joel. Traditional interpretations date it to 
the ninth century BC. The era of King Joash (ruled 835–795 
BC) is frequently listed as a possible backdrop for Joel’s 
prophecy (see 2 Kings 12; 2 Chronicles 24).
However, other theories place the book in a postexilic context, 
after 538 BC. If Joel wrote in this context, then he was 
lamenting what had happened to Jerusalem (Joel 3:17) and 
held hope for God’s vengeance against foreign aggressors 
(3:1–16). Some details behind the composition of the book of 
Joel may never be discovered. That fact should not dissuade 
modern readers from taking seriously the prophet’s warnings and promises.
	Joel directed his prophetic message to the people of Judah and the city of Jerusalem (Joel 2:21). The book opens by describing a plague of insects that destroyed the crops of Judah (1:2–12, 17–20; 2:1–11). The once fruitful land of Judah became barren by the destructive insects. Because of the land’s desolation, the people of Judah lived in famine and in want. Joel interpreted the destruction as the consequences of Judah’s sin, and he called his audience to return to the Lord and repent (2:12–14; compare 2 Chronicles 6:28–31; Amos 4:6–11).
	The Lord saw the turmoil in the land and the suffering of his people. Though the people had sinned, he had compassion for them (compare Exodus 34:6; Nehemiah 9:17). The Lord was “jealous for his land” and showed “pity” on his people (Joel 2:18). He demonstrated his care by promising his people renewed sustenance (2:19) and protection from foreign enemies (2:20). His renewal would cause his people and their land to prosper. Because of his compassion, his greatness would be on display for his people and the whole world.

Conclusion
	
	A plague of destructive insects with the accompanying feelings of terror—like the one described in this lesson’s text—might be incomprehensible to modern audiences. Therefore, the feelings of joy from God’s promised renewal might seem equally as foreign.
	However, modern audiences of Joel’s prophecy can take away two applications. First, the text serves as an ancient reminder regarding a present reality: the importance of maintaining hope during seasons of suffering. Joel’s words, directed to a people in the midst of hardship, reoriented their expectations. Disaster and shame changed to flourishing and celebration, all because of God’s great work of renewal. Joel promised the people that hope was possible in the midst of disaster and suffering.
	Although sin brings consequences, God will not ignore or disregard his people. Instead, God can bring joy to replace sorrow. His timetable may not be ours, and he may not immediately bring joy or fix our suffering. However, his people can take comfort in knowing his presence.
	Second, this passage serves as a reminder of God’s promises to renew all creation. Joel promised that not only would the people be restored, but creation—the land and the animals—would also be restored. God’s plan of restoration is not only focused on the spiritual realm but also the physical realm (see Romans 8:18–21). All things—spiritual and physical—belong to the God who created them. Joel calls us to embrace all aspects of God’s restoration and renewal. As a result, God’s people of all eras can celebrate his presence in their midst.
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BIBLE EXTRA

Who Was Joel?

Very little is known about the prophet Joel.
Although it is clear that he was writing to the
southern kingdom of Judah (Joel 2:21), scholars
disagree widely on the timing of the book. No mat-
ter when it took place, the people of Judah were
in dire circumstances. Locusts and drought had
destroyed the land (1:4, 12). As a result, they were
out of food (1:17); there were no pastures for live-
stock (1:18-19); and even the wild animals had
no food or water (1:20). All the people of Judah
could envision was “destruction from the Almighty”
(1:15).

In response, Joel called upon the people to
“declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly”
(2:15; see also 1:14), and to plead for God’s
mercy. Unlike with other prophets, the people
responded positively. God saw the people’s repen-
tance, “and took pity on his people” (2:18). He
encouraged them and promised to once again
protect and restore them.
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Lesson 9

January 29

God Promises His Presence

a’am. Ma'am?” the paramedic said, touching
Raychelle's shoulder lightly.

Raychelle, who was tightly holding her seven-year-old
daughter Kayln and rocking back and forth, had her eyes
fixed on their heavily smashed-in Highlander. She, Kalyn,
and her 13-year-old son Kyle, had miraculously gotten
out of the SUV seemingly unscathed. The paramedics had
loaded Kyle, who had facial abrasions, into the ambulance
and wanted to also take her and Kayln to the hospital for
safety precautions.

When Raychelle and Kalyn boarded the back of the
ambulance, Kyle looked up from the stretcher and said, “I
called Dad, Mom. He's going to meet us at the hospital.”

Later, after Keon had arrived at the hospital and his
family was close to being released, Keon told his son how
proud he was of him helping his mother and sister out of
the SUV, calling 911, and then calling him.

“Yes,"” said Raychelle. “I'm proud of you, too. You
weren't scared, sweetheart?”

“I was at first,” Kyle said. “Then I realized God was
with us. Like you and dad say, God is always with us no
matter what. I'm just sorry about what happened to our
car.”

“That is just a piece of metal, son,” Keon said. “God is
the divine repair man, but more importantly, we don’t
ever have to face anything without Him.”

Page 61

1. When was a time in your life that you felt elpless
and afraid?

2. Have you ever faced a dire situation such as hunger or
homelessness? What did you do?

3. What is your initial reaction when you feel like your
world is falling apart?

LESSON FOCUS: Fear not! God s with us; He will restore all things.
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When Was Joel Written?

Three major theories exist concerning the dat-
ing of Joel:

- Early pre-exile period (as early as 835 s.c.).
Reasons include: Israel’s enemies (Tyre, Phiistia,
etc.) dating to this period; the rule of elders and
priests, suggesting the period when Joash became
king of Judah at age seven; and allusions by the
eighth-century prophet Amos (9: 13) to Joel 3:18.

- Late pre-exile period (615-586 s.c). Argu-
ments include: interpreting the swarms of locusts
in chapters 1-2, and Judah being “scattered” in
chapter 3, as referring to the invading Babylonian
army; and references to the slave trade between
the Phoenicians (Tyre and Sidon) and the Greeks.

- Post-exile period (anywhere from 515-200
B.0). Arguments include again, the addressing of
elders and priests rather than a king, and the ref-
erences to the Phoenician-Greek slave trade; the
seeming quoting of Ezekiel in Joel 2:3, 10 (cf.
Ezek. 36:35; 32:7); and Joel's end-times tone,
seemingly more in line with later prophets like
Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah.
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What the Locusts Took Away

English pastor Charles Spurgeon said of resto-
ration, “You cannot have back your time;’ said, “but
there is a strange and wonderful way in which God
can give back to you the wasted blessings, the
unripened fruits of years over which you mourned.
.. Itis a pity that they should have been locust-
eaten by your folly and negligence; but if they have
been so, be not hopeless concerning them?”
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Future Prophecies in Joel

The Book of Joel is best known not for its
prophecies about the kingdom of Judah, but about
the prophecy that ushered in the beginning of a
new kingdom. The apostle Peter, after the Spirit
had fallen on the church and they began speaking
in tongues, reminded those gathered in Jerusalem
that this outpouring of the Spirit had been pioph-
esied by Joel centuries earlier (Acts 2:14-21; cf.
Joel 2:28-32). Joel 2:30-31 also described a ter-
rible time when “The sun will be tumed to dark-
ness and the moon to blood’—not only repeated
in Acts 2 but echoed in Revelation 6:12.

In addition, to many believers around the world
today, “the latter rain” (Joel 2:23, KIV) referred to
more than just autumn rains. It pointed to a time
yet to come, when God's final harvest of souls
would be completed, and God’s people would
finally be delivered from their enemies—in other
words, “the Day of the Loro” (Joel 2:1, 11, et al.).
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The Four Groups of Locusts

Chapters 1 and 2 of Joel used four different
Hebrew words for the locusts that had stripped
Judah bare: gazam, ‘arbeh, yeleq, and hasil. How-
ever, the exact translation for each of these words
is uncertain, and that uncertainty is apparent from
the two Bible translations in this lesson.

The main debate is whether these words
describe different species of locusts/insects, dif-
ferent developmental stages of the same species,
or simply as a series of synonyms meant to have a
cumulative effect when read together. The original
King James and others took them to mean very
specific types of locusts andy/or insects: “locust”
“cankerworm;’ “caterpiller and “palmerworm.” The
NIV and others translated the terms more gener-
ally: “great locust,” “young locust,” “other locusts”
and “the locust swarm.” Still other translations
landed somewhere in the middle, as represented
by the New King James Version: “swarming locust,
“crawling locust, “consuming locust,” and “chew-
ing locust” No matter what, the devastation they
wreaked on Judah was extensive.
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WINDOW THE WORD

The Master of Restoration

Author and pastor Chuck Swindoll has said,
“Our God is a master at turning devastation into
restoration.” Christians today are painfully aware,
perhaps now more than ever, of the broken, fallen
world we live in. There is corruption and disaster
all around us, and it can feel overwhelming. With
24-hour news cycles and the instant updates on
our smartphones, it feels like we're constantly
bombarded with the next worst thing that has
happened—war, hunger, death, pandemics,
massive layoffs. When the evil is closing in on us,
we wonder where is God and why isn't He fixing
this mess? Perhaps one of the greatest struggles
for Christians is trusting that even when we can't
see how God is working, He is. We are not privy
to all of the knowledge He has; He sees the full
puzzle while we see three or four pieces. Its our
Jjob to trust that He is God and we aren't, so we
don't need all the answers. Instead, we can look
to our Bibles and one anothers testimonies
for countless examples of God's faithfulness,
miracles, and restoration. He is still in the
business of miracles.
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Beauty from the Ashes

My husband Ryan has a brother, Mark, who is two.
years older than him. Growing up, they were involved in
all the usual activities: football, baseball, Cub Scouts, sum-
mer camp, etc. On the outside, it would appear that they
were great brothers who got along and had a fun child-
hood. However, this was not the reality. With both parents
working full-time, the{ earned the moniker “latch-key
children” and spent a lot of their time alone and unsuper-
vised. When they wrestled, it often got out of hand and
fights could quickly escalate into doing real damage to
one another. They both needed hospital visits on various
occasions. Ryan grew up believing that his brother hated
him and that’s why he bullied him so much.

When Mark went off to college, he joined a fraternity.
This brotherhood opened his eyes to what it truly meant
to be a brother: the camaraderie, the fellowship, the sup-
port, the sacrifice. One day, Mark sat down and wrote
Ryan a multi-page, handwritten letter—apologizing for
his behavior and explaining his regret over missing out
on their relationship all those years. Ryan was stunned to
receive such a letter and immediately forgave his brother.

Today, these brothers are truly best friends. With repen-
tance, there can be true restoration, no matter how far gone
a situation seems. It may not happen when we'd prefer—
Ryan waited years for healing—but it happens on God's
schedule. His ways and timing are perfect, even when we
don't understand it. Only He has the power “to bestow on
[people] a crown of beauty instead of ashes” (Isa. 6

age

10. What is a situation or relationship where you need
to ask for forgiveness and repent?

14. When is a time in your life where you've experienced
restoration?

12. What current situation needs God's restoration?
Have you surrendered it to Him? Why or why not?
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Seeking Repentance; Receiving
Restoration

As Christians, we can trust in God’s promises to stand
with us during difficult times and Fle won't leave us
alone. Quite the opposite, He will walk with us and bring
about beauty and restoration where hopelessness once
was.

> Do you fave a relationship that needs to be restored? Start

writing a letter to the other person here. Ask for forgiveness for
anything you did to harm the relationship.

KEY VERSE
And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am
the Loro your God, and none else: and my people shall never be
ashamed. —Joel 2:27, KJV

“Then you will know that I am in Israel, that I am the Lok your
God, and that there is no other; never again will my people be
shamed.” —Joel 2:27, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S LESSON
Week of January 30 through February 5
(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Matthew 20:1, 6-16—The Last Will Be First,
Tues. Psalm 25:1-15—God, Teach and Guide Me.
Wed. Psalm 8—Majestic Is God's Name!
Thurs. 2 Samuel 7:1, 4-17—God Will Build a House.
Fri. 2 Samuel 7:18-20—Who Am 2
Sat. 1 Corinthians 1:18-24—God Confounds the Wise.
Sun. 1 Corinthians 1:25-31—God Chooses the Lowly.
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Lesson Focus: Lesson Scripture:
Fear not! God is with  Joel 2:21-27

us; He will restore all

things.
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