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[bookmark: _Hlk81290812]Your Land Will Be Restored - Isaiah 51:1-3
[bookmark: _Hlk100064630]4. Who was God addressing in this passage?
5. What was He promising?
6. What did the Israelites need to remember if they had doubts about this?

[bookmark: _Hlk103663333]My Justice Will Reign- Isaiah 51:4-6
7. What would the Israelites long for?
8. When will what they long for be realized?
[image: ]9. How certain was this?

Your Enemies Will Be Devoured - Isaiah 51:7-8
10. What would the Israelites experience as they waited to be delivered?
11. What was going to happen to their enemies?
12. How did God want His people to respond to this? 

Suggested Answer to Question 1
Regarding Question 1, God speaks to us through His Word. But He also 
speaks through the written or spoken words of others, through His creative 
works, and through what we learn from life experiences. God may speak 
to us quietly in our hearts as well but occasionally may do so through a 
loud voice that is difficult to ignore.
[image: ]Suggested Answer to Question 2
In answering Question 2, we sometimes listen to God and place our trust
in what He's telling us knowing that He is trustworthy and that the outcome 
of listening to Him will be rewarding. But sometimes we resist placing our 
trust in what we are hearing from Him, perhaps because we don't actually 
believe Him, or perhaps because doing so requires giving up something 
we value.
Suggested Answer to Question 3
For Question 3, we would be better listeners if having faith in God was a higher priority than trusting in ourselves or in others, if we were more familiar with how God spoke to others in the past and how He speaks to people today, if we had more understanding of and trust in God's character, or if we were confident that trusting in Him and His Word is always better than not doing so.
Suggested Answer to Question 4 
God was addressing those who want to do what is right in His eyes. More specifically, it was those
who would live in exile following the destruction of Israel by the Assyrians and Babylonians and who longed to return home.
Suggested Answer to Question 5 
God was promising that their land, though ruined, would be restored, and that it would thrive once again and be just like the Garden of Eden. Joy, gladness, thanksgiving, and singing would return to the land as well.
Suggested Answer to Question 6 
They were children of Abraham. This was the rock from which they were cut. Just as God fulfilled His promise that out of Abraham would come many, so would He fulfill His promise that He would restore their land and return them to it.
[bookmark: _Hlk52878280][bookmark: _Hlk58928873]Suggested Answer to Question 7
[bookmark: _Hlk96929120]They would long for the day when God's righteousness and justice ruled the world.
Suggested Answer to Question 8
Although God said that this would happen speedily, it would not happen in the lifetime of those living in exile. The complete fulfillment would be partially fulfilled when Jesus became a light to the nations and through His death and resurrection provided a means to be right with God. The Lord's "salvation" is beyond the limits of time and space. Final fulfillment will not happen until the end of this age.
Suggested Answer to Question 9
It was more viable than the continued existence of the heavens and earth. Although these could disappear, His salvation would endure and last forever.
Suggested Answer to Question 10
They would experience reproach; they would be insulted; their natural reaction would be to feel terrified.
Suggested Answer to Question 11
Their enemies would eventually be devoured much like what moths and worms do to a garment.
Suggested Answer to Question 12
[image: ]They were not to be fearful of their enemies or be terrified of their insults knowing that their afflictions were temporary and that God's salvation, once established, would last forever.                                                  Introduction
	The opening lines of Charles Dickens’s A Tale 
of Two Cities are easily recognized by many readers: 
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” 
The same words could be used to describe Judah 
during Isaiah’s ministry (see lesson 3 Lesson Context). 
The best of times were reflected in Judah’s economic 
and military prowess (Isaiah 2:7); the worst of times 
were marked by the sin of idolatry and consequent 
exile in Babylon (39:6–7).
	In many ways, Judah’s punishment was an 
indictment of their false gods and of the sins those 
“gods” condoned. The people had turned from the true 
God in spite of the great acts of deliverance they had 
experienced as a nation, and the admonitions in the 
Ten Commandments to have no other gods or graven 
images (Exodus 20:3–6). And the exile did have a 
purifying effect. Following the Babylonian captivity, 
Jewish idolatry was never a serious problem again 
(though of course other issues arose). The Jews who 
returned stood firm on their faithful foundation (see 
Isaiah 51:1b–2, below), no matter what foreign 
invaders tried to tempt them with new gods. Though 
they had suffered through the worst of times, even 
better than their previous best times were still ahead.
	We can also assert that Babylon was punished 
for following their false gods. Had their worship been 
rendered to God and concerned with justice and righteousness instead of acquisition and power, the story of the Babylonian Empire would have been very different. In Isaiah 46–47 God mocked the Babylonians’ idolatry and its associated practices (see lesson 1). The idols have to be carried, but God’s judgment would have them carried away (Isaiah 46:1). Though the people bowed to gods that they made, the God of the heavens had declared their end (46:10). Their “best of times” was about to come to a permanent close.

                                                                         Conclusion		
	Looking to our past offers important insights: about faithfulness, examples to follow or deviate from, the people and events that have shaped us. Isaiah prepared the nation to look forward to Jesus, but we look to the past, present, and future when we look to him. The salvation work Jesus has done is the reason for our joy in the present and our hope in the future. So, when you think about whether to look to the past, present, or future, the answer is: all three! Look to Christ and his ministry, his sacrifice, his death and resurrection. Look to the body of Christ that continues to call the world to repent of sins and be reconciled to God. And look to the glorious future when God’s promises of eternal life will no longer be a hope but our present, eternal reality.
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BIBLE EXTRA

Zion

“Zion” (vs. 3) sometimes refers to the literal
city of Jerusalem or portions of it. It is first found
in Scripture when David defeated the Jebusites
and captured “the fortress of Zion," a city which
subsequently became known as “the City of
David” (2 Sam. 5:6-7). It sometimes refers only
to the hill upon which Solomon’s temple was built
however (Ps. 6; 48:2). And Isaiah used it to refer
to the entire nation (Is. 1:27).

The most common usage of “Zion” seems
to be in the context of what God was going to
accomplish either at this location or through the
Israelites themselves. God said that He would
“lay a stone in Zion" and that “one who relies on
it will never be stricken with panic” (Isa. 28:16),
an image Jesus undoubtedly had in mind when
He identified Himself as “a stone the builders
rejected” (Matt. 21:42). In the end times, God
said that Zion will one day be filled with justice (Is.
33:5) and that the children of her oppressors will
bow before her (Isa. 60:14). It is also the place
where the Lamb will return and stand in the last
days (Rev. 14:1).
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Lesson 4

God Offers Deliverance

‘here was the windup, the pitch—and then Cameron
was hit right between the eyes!

‘When Pastor Mitchell began his sermon, Cameron felt
like the Lord had custom-tailored a message for him.
Cameron had been in a spiritual state of paralysis. He
had been visiting Lighthouse Church off and on for the
past two months. On his mother’s side of the family were
a few devout Jehovah's Witnesses. On his dad’s side of
the family were several members who staunchly held
Muslim beliefs. It was after his experience with Simone, a
Christian friend in college, that Cameron accepted Christ.

But without any routine Bible teaching, Cameron had
begun to mix some Muslim and Jehovah’s Witness beliefs
with his Christianity.

“You're listening to too many voices,” Simone had said.

Cameron did feel like he had found real truth, forgive-
ness, and salvation in the Lord. Only now, years later, he
seemed to be in the wilderness.

“You have to take the first step that God is telling you
fo,” Simone had said.

Coming to church this morning had been Cameron’s
first jlep. He looked over at his friend Simone and smiled
timidly.

e S rsacis morning who would like to join
Lighthouse Church?” asked Pastor Mitchell. “Please, listen
to the voice of God, and get up and come.”

And that is what Cameron did.

Page 26

1. What are some means through which the Lord speaks
to us?

2. What are some ways we sometimes respond to what
we hear from Him?

3. What would make us better listeners?

LESSON FOCUS: Liston to the Lord! Ho s righteous and brings deliverance.
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Listen, Heed, Hearken

The Hebrew words translated “listen” or
“hear” in the NIV and “hearken” in the KIV sug-
gest a depth of meaning that their English trans-
lations don't clearly reflect. Shama, the Hebrew
word found in verses 1 and 7, is frequently used
in the context of one person reassuring another
that something is going to happen in spite of that
person’s doubts about it. It was used, for exam-
ple, when God urged Abraham to listen to Sarah
rather than harbor doubts about the future of Ish-
mael, a son born through Hagar his maid (Gen.
21:12). Moses also used this word when he
urged the Israelites to listen to God's instructions.
if they wanted to be blessed when they entered
the promised land (Deut. 12:28), although the NIV
translates shama as “obey” in this instance.

Qashab, the Hebrew translated “listen” in verse
4 in the NIV, followed by azan, which is translated
“hear; suggests that the speaker (God) is trying
to counter resistance to what He is saying and
wants his listeners to act differently in response
to it. God used gashab when He urged Israel to
pay close attention to His waming of what would
happen if they continued to worship idols (Isa.
42:18). Moses used azan when he told the Isra-
elites to be careful to follow God and His com-
mands if they wanted to be protected from
the diseases God brought upon the Egyptians
(Exod. 15:26).
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BIBLE EXTR:

The Servant and the Israelites

God's Servant (Isaiah 50:4-11) listened to the
instructions of God (vs. 4), did not rebel or turn
away from God's direction (vs. 5), offered His back
to those who beat Him, and endured His enemies
mocking and spitting (vs. 6). He knew in the end
that He would not be disgraced and set His face
like flint toward His calling (vs. 7). He had confi-
dence that He would ultimately be vindicated (vs.
8) and that His enemies vould be destroyed, just
like moths eating a garment (vs. 9).

In their own days of darkness (vs. 10), Israel
was to respond to their afflictions like the Ser-
vant did to His. Rather than walking by the light of
their own torches (vs. 11), they were to trust in the
name of the Lord and let Him light their way.
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Longing to Be Home

We long for many things in this life~to be
loved, to have fulfilling careers, to have financial
stability, and to see God working in this world for
the right and good. The Israelites longed for some
of these things as well, but they also longed for
something more—to return home.

God promised the Israelites that their ruined
cites would be rebuilt, that their desolate land
would flourish, and that joy and singing would
once again be heard in it. He also promised a
world characterized by righteousness and justice.
These weren’t going to happen overnight, however.

Waiting for God to fulfill His promises would
require patience. It would also require endur-
ance. For those pursuing what is right in God's
eyes would experience reproach. They would suffer.
But waiting for what happens in the end would be
worthwhile because God delivers on His promises.
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WINDOW ON THE WORD

Desiring What Is Most Important

Among the things people long for are adequate
food, clothing, and sheiter. Jesus acknowledged
that these are legitimate desires (Matt. 6:25-34).
But He also warned that being concerned too
much about these can result in needless worry.
What's better is to “seek first his kingdom and his
righteousness,” knowing that, “all these things will
be given to you as well” (vs. 33).
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Are You Tal

“He can't be talking to me?” That's how I often respond
to what I hear from the Lord, whether from the mouth of a
kind friend, from a pastor, from the words of an inspiring
author, or from the Word of God itself. It seems that I'm
often resistant to what God is telling me even if I know
deep in my heart that He is talking fo me.

Once 1 was going down a path I'was convinced was
right but I knew God did not think so. I initially resisted
His instruction even though others counseled me that way
too. However, I was convinced that what I was doing was
best and didn’t listen to them or to God. It wasn't until I
experienced the pain that comes from failure that I real-
ized 1 was following my own heart and not God's way. It
would have been better if I'd listened to Him in the first

lace.
5 I remember another time when I harbored doubts that
God was going to deliver me from a difficult situation.
I thought there was no way out except to grin and bear
it. I was miserable and dotibted that deliverance would
ever come. My circumstances did eventually change for
the better, however, and I did end up thanking God when
they did. But looking back, I know I caused my family and
myself a lot of heartache by failing to trust in God during
those challenging days.

What I've learned from these and similar experiences
is when what's ahead seems uncertain or I'm encounter-
ing difficult times, it pays to listen to God and trust in His
promise of deliverance:

13. What are some ways God has spoken to you in the
past? How did you respond?

14. Have there been times when you failed to lister
to God or trust what He had to say? If so, what was the
result?

15. What have you learned from this?
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Listen to God

Some are convinced that God is never silent and that He
is always speaking to us in one way or another. If this is
true, then God is saying something to you right now. And
what He is trying to tell you is important.

It is crucial that we open our minds and hearts so that
we can hear what God has to say to us. For who knows.
what blessing may come our way simply by listening to
the Lord and trusting in His righteousness and His prom-
ise of deliverance.

B What is something God may be saying to you right now?
How will you respond?
KEV VERSE
Hearken to me, ye that follow after righteousness, ye that seek the
Lono: look unto the rack whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of
the pit whence ye are digged. —lsaiah 51:1, KJV.
“Listen to me, you wha pursue righteousness and who seek the

Loxp: Lok to the rock from which you were cut and to the quarry
from which you were hewn.” —lsaiah 51:1, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S LESSON
Week of June 27 through July 3

(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Proverbs 8:22-31 —God Greated the World through Wisdom.
Tue. Colossians 1:13-17—In Christ All Things Hold Together.
Wed. Colossians 1:18-22—Christ, the Head of All Things.
Thu.  Psalm 104:1-15—God's Well-Ordered Creation
Fri.  Psalm 104:24-35—Praise God for Greation.
Sat.  Hebrews 1:1-4—The Son Reflects God's Glory.
Sun.John 1:1-14—The Word Became Flesh.
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Lesson Focus: Lesson Scripture:
Listen to the Lord! He Isaiah 51:1-8

is righteous and brings

deliverance.
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