John Chapter 4
	Continuing in chapter 4, a prominent theme of Wisdom (water) remains and continues throughout John. First, Jesus reveals himself to a Samaritan woman at the well, which is remarkable since Samaritan women were regarded by Jews as impure. For Jesus to share a drinking vessel with the Samaritan woman was considered unclean and very dramatic.
	At the end of chapter 4, Jesus returns to the territory around Cana where he’ll work his second sign by curing a Royal official’s son simply by his word. Jesus told the official to go home and his son would live. The man believed and on arriving home found his son well and that he had been healed at the hour when Jesus spoke his words. This sign may be one of the most vital and significant to us. It shows us that although Jesus is not physically present with us, he is able to be spiritually with us.
	An important factor to consider before looking at the chapter is the relationship between the people of Judea and the people of Samaria. Both, the Samaritan and the Jews of Judea looked down on each other as unclean. When Joshuah entered the land, he halted between two mountains Ebal and Gerizim. Ebal was named the mountain of cursing and Gerizim the mountain of blessing. Where would you say they placed that ark? Yes, that's what the Samaritan scriptures say Mt. Gerizim. But the Hebrew scriptures inexplicably say Mt. Ebal. The Samaritans blame it on the wicked high priest Eli who they say usurped the priesthood and the ark. He also set up a counterfeit tabernacle at Shiloh.
	Some Samaritans had intermarried with Assyrians and thus the Jews despised them as traitors and idolaters. The Jews of Judea looked down upon the Samaritans for that reason, among others.
	The Samaritans also believe their Bible (the Pentateuch) is the pure one for it is written in the ancient Hebrew. When the Jews returned from Babylon Ezra had rewritten the Hebrew scriptures from memory using new rounded letters. 
	This is the first glimpse in the book of John where someone who is not Jewish is promised the opportunity for eternal life. It shows that Jesus is not merely there for the Jews, but for all the peoples of earth who are willing to listen to his message. The Samaritan woman also speaks of the Christ coming, and Jesus reveals himself to her as the Messiah. This is the first person he told he was the Messiah.

[bookmark: _Hlk79511296]1. Read verses 1-4. Why did Jesus leave Judea? What was His destination? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk79505543]2. Why would the “Pharisees” be after Jesus?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. What two areas does Samaria lie between?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

4. Read verses 5-6. What relation is Jacob and Joseph to Abraham?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. What Old Testament event related to this “plot of ground”? What landmark was there?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk80081092]6. What time was it, how did Jesus feel, and what did He do?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

7. Why do you think Jesus was “tired”?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

8. Read verses 7-9. Who came, and why did she come?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
9. What request did Jesus make? Where were His disciples at this time?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
10. Does the Samaritan woman refuse Jesus’ request for a drink of water? Explain.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

11. At this point, do you think there are any similarities between the Samaritan woman and 
      Nicodemus meeting Jesus?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk80083127]12. Read verses 10-15. What offer did Jesus make to the woman?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

13. What “living water” is Jesus talking about?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

14. What is the difference between the two waters? What results would come from drinking the 
       living water?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

15. What request did the woman make, and what shows that she was still confused about Jesus’ 
       meaning?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

16. How would you characterize their conversation thus far?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

17. Read verses 16–19. What is the abrupt change in topic Jesus initiated?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

18. What is Jesus trying to accomplish in the woman’s life?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

19. What truth did Jesus say the woman spoke?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
20. What do you think of the Samaritan woman’s reply in John 4:19?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
21. Read John 4:20-24. Where is the woman saying the place of worship is for Samaritans? Jews?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

22. What does Jesus usually mean when He says the hour or mine hour?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk102322288]23. What did Jesus say the Samaritans worship? What do you think this means?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

24. What did Jesus say the Jews worship? What do you think this means?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

25. What is God the Father seeking?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

26. What do you think it means to worship God in Spirit and truth?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

27. Read John 4:25-26. What did the woman say the Messiah was doing? What will He do when 
      He gets here?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
28. Do you think the woman believed Jesus was the Christ?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
29. What did Jesus make clear?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk102333155]30. Read John 4:27-30. At what did the disciples marvel? Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk78556472]______________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk88229953]31. Why had the woman come to the well? What did she leave behind? What could these answers 
      say about the woman’s state of mind?
.
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

32. What did the woman say to the people of the city, and what did the people do as a result?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
33. Do you think the woman now believed Jesus was the Christ? Why, why not?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

34. Read John 4:31-34. What was the disciples’ main concern?

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

35.  What was Jesus’ food, unknown to His disciples?
[bookmark: _Hlk78556823]______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

36. What work of the Father was Jesus performing at the well?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

37. Why do you think Jesus calls doing God’s work His “food”?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

38. Read John 4:35-38. How much time is there between sowing (planting) and reaping (harvest)?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

39. What did His disciples see when they obeyed His command to “lift up your eyes and see the  
      fields”? Hint: verse 30.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
40. Who collects a salary, sower or reaper? What do you think this means?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
41. Who will rejoice in eternal life?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
42. Who did Jesus send to reap? Did they sow?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

43. Read John 4:39-42. Why did the “many” Samaritans believe in Jesus?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
44. What call of ministry does verse 39 represent?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk102477629]45. What blessing did the Samaritans want from Jesus?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk102477796]46. Why or when did “many more” believe in Jesus as “the Christ, the Savior of the World”?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
47. What process model does vss. 39-42 represent that we should be using today?
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk102744830]
______________________________________________________________________________

48. Read John 4:43-45. What did Jesus testify in Galilee?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
49. Why would a prophet have no honor in his hometown?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
50. How can we distinguish a true prophet from the false prophets?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
51. Why did the Galileans receive Jesus at this time? 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
52. Read John 4:46-48. Where did Jesus next travel? Who was there?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
53. What is the priority of the nobleman (KJV), official (NIV)? What is Jesus' priority?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
54. Read John 4:49-51. What did the official do until he could confirm what Jesus had said?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
55. Where was the official when he heard the news of his son? What did the news make Jesus’ 
      promise?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Hlk102747570]56. Read John 4:52-54. What did the official ask his servants?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
57. What did the official realize?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
58. What effect did this have on the man and his family?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
59. What were the two signs performed at Cana?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
60. What do the signs confirm about Jesus?
[bookmark: _Hlk102748168]______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
