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[bookmark: _Hlk81290812]God Shows No Favoritism - Acts 10:34-36
4. How did Peter's opening comment in verse 34 represent a dramatic 
    shift in the thinking of the apostle?
5. Why did Peter take the time to introduce Jesus to his audience 
    before describing His saving work on the Cross?

The Gospel Is for Everyone - Acts 10:39-43
6. What was the significance of witnesses in regard to the Resurrection?
[image: ]7. How does one receive the forgiveness of sins that Peter proclaimed?

The Holy Spirit Responds to Saving Faith - Acts 10:44-47
8. At what point did the Holy Spirit come upon the Gentiles gathered at the 
    home of Cornelius?

Suggested Answer to Question 1 
Question 1 helps us to remember that salvation is for everyone which 
means God is for everyone. Unlike the world, God's way of doing things is
[image: ]totally different and it stretches beyond all differences. God's way includes
everyone because He created everyone.
Suggested Answer to Question 2
For Question 2, we may describe a beautiful experience that included ela-
tion and fulfillment after sharing the wonderful news of salvation. This les-
son should encourage us to share the Good News more often and remem-
ber the beauty of salvation that came from that sharing.
Suggested Answer to Question 3
Finally, Question 3 challenges us to see the possibility of an entire house-
hold being saved after hearing the Gospel. Amazing things happened at a
household in Philippi, for example, and to the household of Cornelius.
Suggested Answer to Question 4 
Up to the beginning of Acts 10, Peter believed that God did show favoritism 
to the Jewish people as did the majority of his fellow Jews. He would never 
have entered the home of Cornelius apart from the Lord working supernaturally through a vision, sending an angel to Cornelius, and the Holy Spirit telling him to go with the men that the Roman centurion had sent to him.
Suggested Answer to Question 5
While Cornelius and his household may have heard rumors about Jesus, His ministry, and death on the Cross, we can be sure they had never heard a complete or accurate account of His ministry. In order to fill in the gaps in their knowledge and correct any misunderstandings, Peter introduced
Jesus and His ministry to those assembled in Cornelius's home before moving on to sharing the Gospel with them along with their need to believe in the Savior.
Suggested Answer to Question 6 
The witnesses, who included Peter, confirmed the reality of the Resurrection. They had not only seen the risen Savior, but watched Him eat and drink. Such a claim required witnesses and it's likely that Peter went into further detail about those who had seen and spent time with Jesus after
God raised Him from the dead. This was the event that confirmed the truth of the Gospel.
[bookmark: _Hlk52878280][bookmark: _Hlk58928873]Suggested Answer to Question 7
Peter's words confirmed that the good news of salvation applies to everyone. One need not become a Jew first or perform good works. The forgiveness of sins is available to all who believe in
the name of Jesus. Eternal life results from an inner act of faith that trusts Christ alone for salvation.
Suggested Answer to Question 8
[bookmark: _Hlk78879085][bookmark: _Hlk83624149]The Holy Spirit came upon the Gentiles at the home of Cornelius when they believed Peter's message about Jesus and the Gospel. Peter was still speaking when the Holy Spirit came upon everyone in the room. Saving faith starts with a response of the heart, but manifests itself outward in ways such as baptism.




[image: ]











 



























Introduction		
	Today’s passage is an excerpt from a longer story that extends from Acts 10:1 to 11:18. The length of this account, which comprises more than 6 percent of the book of Acts, reflects its significance.
	This turning point in history occurred after the day of Pentecost, when the apostle Peter had declared in his gospel message that “the promise is for you … and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:39). Given Peter’s surprise in today’s passage, he may have presumed that “all who are far off” referred only to all Jews who were far off (compare addressees in James 1:1).
	Our lesson text has Peter standing before a Gentile audience, poised to share the gospel. This was a huge step for Peter. To observant Jews, Gentiles were unclean pagans, who might endanger the apostles’ own religious and moral purity. Any sharing of faith beliefs by Jews to Gentiles would have been “clean” ones testifying to “unclean” ones.
	But God was changing that mind-set. The correction began with two visions that occurred about 21 hours apart: the first to a Roman centurion named Cornelius (Acts 10:1–6) and the second to the apostle Peter (10:9–16). The respective locations were the cities of Caesarea Maritima and Joppa, about 30 miles apart, on the coastline of the Mediterranean Sea.
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	Cornelius was no ordinary Gentile. He had a track record of praying to Israel’s God and modeling generosity to his neighbors (Acts 10:2). There is no indication, however, that Cornelius had fully converted to Judaism. Luke (the author of Acts) refers to individuals like Cornelius as fearing God and/or being “devout” (10:2; 13:26; 17:4, 17). This was in contrast to “proselytes”​—​those who had converted to Judaism fully (6:5; 13:43). Even so, God, recognizing the sincerity of Cornelius’s faith, chose this man to be the starting point for extending the gospel to Gentiles.
	God reached out to Cornelius by means of an angel, who instructed him to send for Peter (Acts 10:3–8). Next, God gave Peter a vision in which the apostle was commanded repeatedly to eat food forbidden to Jews (10:9–16). This conveyed a message that what had been declared unclean was no longer so.
	Immediately following Peter’s vision, messengers from Cornelius arrived and invited Peter to the Gentile’s house (Acts 10:17–23). Upon arriving, Cornelius and Peter shared their experiences (10:24–33). This takes us into today’s text.

Conclusion	
	The scope of God’s salvation is highlighted in today’s pivotal text, when Gentiles received an outpouring of God’s Spirit as Jews had earlier. Questions remained regarding what role former identity markers of God’s people—markers such as circumcision, dietary laws, and observance of special days—would continue to play. Such questions were settled at the famous Jerusalem Council of Acts 15: these external markers were no longer essential to the people of God.
	God’s plan was to spread the news of salvation through his old-covenant people, the Jews (John 4:22). Jesus was Jewish, as were his closest disciples. All people who were not Jewish were lumped into a single category: Gentiles. (Samaritans could be a complicating additional category.)
	To devout Jews, Gentiles were regarded as complete outsiders unless they adhered to the Law of Moses (Exodus 12:48–49; etc.). Today’s passage overturned all this. We can do no better than allow the apostle Paul to summarize this change:

  Christ Jesus … [set] aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity.… For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.
—Ephesians 2:13–18

	The good news of God’s kingdom is now available to all who believe (see Romans 1:16). We should be on the lookout for people such as Cornelius​—​individuals who may be open to hearing the gospel, but who have never had it explained.
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BIBLE EXTRA

God’s Plan to Reach Cornelius,

In this week's lesson, Peter proclaims the
Gospel to the household of Cornelius. The apostle,
however, did not show up at the home of this
Gentile on his own initiative. The Lord led him
there through a variety of circumstances.

First, He sent an angel to the home of Comelius
instructing him to “send men to Joppa and bring
one Simon who is called Peter” (Acts 10:5). The
centurion obeyed the angel and immediately sent
a couple of his servants and a soldier to Joppa
where Peter resided at the time (10:7-8).

Second, the Lord prepared Peter's heart to
agree to the request of the men sent by Cornelius.
Acts 10:9-16 describes the vision of unclean
animals along with the Lord's instruction for him
to “kill and eat” In response to the apostle’s
objection He repeated the following three times,
“Do not call anything impure that God has made
clean” (vss. 13-16).

Once the vision ended, the Holy Spirit told
Peter about his visitors with this instruction, “So
get up and go downstairs. Do not hesitate to g0
with them, for | have sent them” (vs. 20). Upon
hearing the story of those sent by Comelius, Peter
agreed to go with them to the home of the Roman
centurion.




image4.png
Lesson 13 « November 28

Good News for All

Willis found it hard to gamer any enthusiasm as the
young men filed into the gymnasium. Most of them
looked insolent, with their pants sagging low and their
voices set too high.

Willis, a new member, had agreed to help his church offer
vocational options and spiritual guidance to young males in
this blighted neighborhood. He just hoped he wouldn't get
jacked before leaving.

Jared, one of the churcl’s young ministers, had talked
alot about Brayton, one of the success stories from the
neighborhood. Brayton started coming to the meetings when
he was a junior in high school. Today, Brayton was doing
very well in his first year of refrigeration school.

“Attention everybody,” said Jared, raising his hands and
standing in the front of the two aisles of folding chairs
“Please take a seat, so we can get started.”

Jared explained the mission of All Saints Church, how it
wanted to help young men, and then he introduced Brayton.

Brayton spoke about how he had grown tired of the
streets.

“I started attending these meetings, and I tell you what,”
said Brayton. “I wasn't ready for the love I got from these
men. They helped me, but mostly they showed me that
God could love someone like me. So, I'm here to tell you,

I don't care how bad off you think you are. You can find

hope.”
1. Why should all people—regardless of class, age, gen-
der, or background—hear about Jess?

Page 89

2. Who is the last person you shared the Good News of
Jesus with? What happened?

3. How could sharing the Good News of Jesus change ar
entire household?

LESSON FOCUS: Salvation is for all people; share the Good News!
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BIBLE EXTRA

Cornelius

Cornelius was a commander of 100 Roman
soldiers stationed in the coastal city of Caesarea,
about 35 miles from Joppa where Peter resided
at the time. Although not an ethnic Jew or a
convert to Judaism, he had rejected the idolatrous
paganism of his day. The text does not tell us how
this happened, but at some point Comelius began
believing in God.

In'Acts 10:2 we read this about him, “He and
all his family were devout and God-fearing; he
gave generously to those in need and prayed to
God regularly? Despite the high praise he receives
in the biblical text, Comnelius still needed to hear
the Gospel and place his faith in Jesus. His out-
standing character, good deeds, and belief in God
were not enough to save him.
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The Jewish Attitude toward Gentiles

According to Bible commentator William Bar-
clay, a Jewish man of Peter's day began each day
“thanking God he was not a slave, a Gentile, or
a woman.” In New Testament days, the practice of
Judaism included an oath that they would never
help a Gentile under any circumstance, even if it
was just a simple matter of providing directions.

The Jews believed that simply entering the
home of a Gentile made them unclean. Even years
after Peter preached at the home of Comelius, he
stopped eating with Gentiles out of fear for what
other Jews might think of him (Gal. 2:11-14). The
apostle’s declaration in verse 34 was but the first
step in breaking down this barrier in the early
church for him as well as for his fellow Jewish
believers in Jerusalem.
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The Circumcised Believers

We know from Acts 11:12 that Peter took six
“brothers™fellow Jewish believers—with him to
the home of Cornelius. We see the wisdom of this
decision in the apostle’s report to the church at
Jerusalem. Although he first encountered criticism
for entering Comelius’ home and eating with him
(11:1-3), his account of what happened silenced
the critics and hrought glory fo God (vss. 12-18).

The fact that he had six fellow Jewish believers
ready to confirm his account was likely a factor
in the Jerusalem church’s acceptance of Gentile
believers into the Body of Christ.
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'WINDOW ON THE WORI

All Are One in Christ

Galatians 3:28 tells us, “There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in
Christ Jesus” (KJV). This Scripture sums up how
God sees us. Once we see how God sees the
world, we see people through His excellent vision
and dismiss all forms of racism, sexism, and clas-
sism. God sees us as equal because this is how
He designed us. The “playing fioor” is even.

First Corinthians 1:10 adds, “Now | beseech
you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that
there be no divisions among you; but that ye be
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment” (KJV).

God wants us to be perfectly fitted together
without spiritual division or separatism. With that
in mind, we should share the Good News with
everyone, no matter who they are.
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So That All May Hear

It started in 1979 as a film shown in 250 U.S. theaters.
Since then, the Jesus film, a project of Cru (formerly
Campus Crusade for Christ), has gone around the world.
By 2001, it had been shown in every country, and by 2017,
it had been translated into 1,500 languages. An estimated
8.1 billion Xeople have seen the original film (or one of sev-
eral related to it), resulting in 572 million decisions to fol-
low the Lord. After each official showing, local counselors
and pastors work with new believers to help them under-
stand their decision and connect them with a local church.
If none exists, one is often started.

In 1952, a young man in Argentina heard Billy Graham
on the radio for the first time and prayed that God
would help him become an evangelist. Later, Luis Palau
became the Spanish interpreter for Graham before Palau
started his own evangelical ministry in Central and South
America. That ministry has expanded around the world,
and by 2007 it was estimated that he had shared the
Gospel with over 25 million people in 70 countries.

Afilm and rallies are two ways the message of Jesus is
being shared around the world. However, most of us will
share about Him just through talking with a friend or say-
ing somethinf; about Jesus on a social media  page. Things
that reach millions of people are exciting and needed, but
we also have our own roles to play in sharing our faith
with people. Our children, neighbors, relatives—everyone
needs to hear the story of Jesus.

9. How did you first hear the Good News?

10. How could you and your church reach all the people
in your community?

14. Why is it important that we use many different
ways to share the Good News?

12. Why is it important for everyone to share about
Jesus, not just people who have the gift of evangelism?
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God Does Not Show Favori

God does not have favorites. Everyone is %pcc!al to God,
and everyone in God’s eyes is worthv to receive the Good
News. All God desires is that we fear Him and have faith
in what He says. Though it is impossible to please Him
without faith, He does give everyone the opportunity to
believe and thus receive the gift ‘of salvation.

B Determine your own strategy to share the Good News
with those you know who are tn need of salvation. List here
those you want to share the Gospel <with and set a goal of
reaching out to them.
KEY VERSE
Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that
God is no respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth
him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him.
—Acts 10:34-38, KJV

Then Peter began fo speak: “I now realize how true it is that God
does not show favoritism, but accepls from every nation the one
who fears him and does what is right” —Acts 10:34-38, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S LESSON
Week of November 29 through December 5
(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon.  Deuteronomy 5:6-21—The Law of Justice.
Tues. Deuteronomy 5:23-33—Follow the Path of God's Law:
Wed. Romans 12:1-2, 9-21—Discern the Good, Acceptable, and
Perfect.
Thurs. Deuteronomy 10:1-11—The Witten Law and the Ark of Wood.
Fri.  Matthew 5:17-20—Jesus Fulfls the Law.
Sat.  Deuteronomy 27:14-26—Gurses upon Disobedience.
Sun. Deuteronomy 5:1-3, 10:12-13, 28:1-2—Obey the Statutes
and Ordinances.
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ACCEPT THE FAITHFUL
FROM EVERY NATION.
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Lesson Focus:
Salvation is for all
people; share the Good
News!

Lesson Scripture:
Acts 10:34-47
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