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The Plea of Bartimaeus - Mark 10:46-48
4. Who accompanied Jesus as He came to Jericho?
5. What kind of plea did Bartimaeus make to Jesus?
6. How did the crowd respond to Bartimaeus?

[bookmark: _Hlk81290812]The Healing by Jesus - Mark 10:49-52
7. How did Jesus respond to Bartimaeus?
8. What was at the heart of the Bartimaeus's request?
[image: ]9. What word of encouragement did Jesus offer to Bartimaeus?

Suggested Answer to Question 1 
For Question 1, most of us will probably believe that God can do anything; 
that's where we place our faith. When we ask Him for something, we know 
that the nature of our requests is important. Are we asking Him just
because we want something, or because what we are requesting honors 
Him and helps others?
Suggested Answer to Question 2
Question 2 asks us to think about the nature of our requests. Perhaps we 
think God only listens to "big" requests such as a prayer to heal someone. 
We may think we shouldn't "bother" God with some things in our lives. But 
even requests we make for ourselves can be honoring to God. A blind man 
[image: ]asked for his sight. He received it and God was honored.
Suggested Answer to Question 3
For Question 3, we may say that we are afraid God will not answer, per-
haps because He did not answer prayers in their past. We must boldly
bring our God-honoring requests to Jesus, and He will listen to us.
Suggested Answer to Question 4 
A large and diverse group of people traveled along with Jesus (Mark 10:46). 
As on nearly all occasions, there were the Twelve. There was also a size-
able throng of interested onlookers, some of whom might have included an 
assortment of curious religious leaders.
Suggested Answer to Question 5
The plea Bartimaeus made did not focus on his impoverished situation.
Instead, he concerned himself with his blindness. This motivated him to 
implore Jesus to be healed (Mark 10:47).
Suggested Answer to Question 6 
[image: ]The gaggle of people who accompanied Jesus were uncharitable in their 
response to Bartimaeus. They thought he should stop his clamoring for 
attention. And so, they told the beggar to "be quiet" (Mark 10:48).
[bookmark: _Hlk52878280][bookmark: _Hlk58928873]Suggested Answer to Question 7
Jesus could have obliged the throng's impulse to muzzle Bartimaeus. Yet, 
Jesus did not do this. Instead, He responded in a compassionate and
receptive manner to the beggar's pleadings (Mark 10:49).
Suggested Answer to Question 8
[bookmark: _Hlk78879085]Bartimaeus could have taken advantage of the moment by imploring Jesus 
for a handout. Yet, the beggar did not do this. At the heart of his request
was his sight to be restored (Mark 10:51).
Suggested Answer to Question 9
Earlier, the crowd had censured Bartimaeus for even making a sound. Now,
though, the blind beggar had Jesus' full attention. In turn, the Savior 
declared that Bartimaeus had been "healed"(Mark 10:52) as result of his 
"faith."
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Introduction		
	
	Blindness was a familiar condition in the ancient world, with the Bible itself using some form of the word blind dozens of times. The Papyrus Ebers, an Egyptian medical text of about 1500 BC, identifies various diseases of the eyes and suggests numerous remedies. These take the form of potions​—ingredients of which are decidedly not prescribed today! In some cases, Egyptian physicians were advised to paint the mixture on the eyes of the patient, using a bird’s feather.
	As with many supposed remedies, healing may have occurred in spite of the treatment and therefore given the impression of effectiveness. But from our current vantage point, there was no reliable cure for blindness in Jesus’ day and little understanding of its causes.
	Many believed that blindness was a curse from God for some type of sinful behavior. The sins of the parents were thought to affect their children, causing them to be born blind (see John 9:1–2). The ancients knew that some diseases could leave a sufferer with damaged vision or blindness (see Leviticus 26:16). Such outcomes we now know may result from diseases like malaria or measles. In other cases, blindness might be the result of injury or could be progressive with age (such as cataracts or macular degeneration; the last line of Ecclesiastes 12:3 uses figurative language to describe failing eyesight).
	In all cases, blindness was economically and socially debilitating. For example, blind men could not serve as priests (Leviticus 21:16–18). Those afflicted with blindness had little opportunity for employment and were reduced to begging or depending on family support to survive. The Jewish law forbade taking advantage of the blind (Leviticus 19:14; see Deuteronomy 27:18), but no amount of legal protection could restore sight. The parable of the great banquet includes blind people as among the most unfortunate (Luke 14:21; see also 14:13).
	Blindness and sight in a spiritual sense are important themes in the book of Mark. When questioned on the meaning of the sower parable (Mark 4:1–20), Jesus revealed that there would be people who saw what Jesus did but would not understand the good news he brought (4:12). Later, when Jesus was in a boat with the Twelve, he chastised them for their failure to understand his person and mission, saying, “Do you have eyes but fail to see” (8:18). Mark, the author, left the question open-ended so that his readers might answer it too. In essence Mark asks: “Have you read about Jesus this far and still don’t see who he is or understand the spiritual lessons he is teaching?”
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Conclusion	
	
	The restoration of a blind man’s sight was a great and merciful miracle. But in the larger context of the Gospels, Jesus encountered many who were spiritually blind, having unresponsive hearts that refused to recognize or honor him. Our journey with Jesus begins when we realize we are blind and on the side of the road, sidelined and desperate. It’s at that point when we allow Jesus to make us whole. Then we join him, joyfully walking and learning as we go. This is a timeless picture of discipleship (Matthew 16:24; John 14:6).
	When we consider the necessity of faith, we learn some things about Jesus—and about ourselves. In the instance of today’s text, as in those that came before, Jesus honored faith. The faith of Bartimaeus was very simple: he believed that Jesus was willing and able to help. The man was not questioned about what he knew or believed about the coming Messiah. Neither was he queried regarding exactly what he meant when he called Jesus “Son of David” (Mark 10:47–48) or “Rabbi” (10:51). Neither his doctrines nor motives were called into account (contrast Mark 10:17–18; John 6:25–26; James 4:3).
[image: ]	When we are in crisis and see no relief, we may say “Lord, have mercy” without thinking about the import of these words. Yet this is a prayer, imploring God to notice our pitiful situation and provide relief. In that regard may we take a lesson from Bartimaeus, being willing to call on the Lord when the crowd has a different agenda. May the eyes of our hearts be opened to see Jesus clearly and obey him fully (see Ephesians 1:18). 
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Glorifying God

that looks like Monica,” LaWanda said, pointing. “That
woman in the red top, jumping up and down.”

“You're right. That is Monica,” said Necie.

LaWanda and Necie, who were seated in the balcony,
were part of a few thousand people who had come to the
massive Abundant Life Community Church for its day-
long women’s seminar on “The Abundance of Righteous
Living.” The sessions had concluded with a guest speaker,
and she had ended her talk with an altar cal

“If you have a need, Christ can fill it,” Paula Robertson
said. “Regardless how desperate your situation may seem,
nothing is too hard for God. Call out to Him!”

LaWanda and Necie then heard Monica raise her voice,

“Tsn't she already a Christian?” asked Necie.

“Yes," said LaWanda. “But I think she is unemployed.”
As people were leaving later, LaWanda caught sight of
Monica, called her name, and waved. Monica moved from
the group of women she was speaking to and approached

LaWanda and Necie. The three exchanged hugs.

“So, girl, [ see you were getting your aerobics in today,”
said Necie.

“Huhh?” Monica said.

“At the altar,” Necie continued.

“Oh, right,” Monica replied. “I wasn't paying attention
to anyone else. I'm in need of job, and I was calling out to
my Savior about it!”

1. Why is it important to believe that Jesus can fulfill
any request that is honoring to God and others?

2. 1s there a difference between making significant and
trivial requests of God? Explain your answer.

3. Why would you not cry out to God when you're in
need?

LESSON FOCUS: Do not be quiet! Cry out to Jesus.
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BIBLE EXTRA

The Disabled in Jesus’ Time

This weeks Scripture passage highlights Jesus'
healing of a blind beggar named Bartimaeus. This
story highlights the plight of disabled persons
living in the time of Jesus. Without sight, blind
people could not perform tasks requiring heavy
manual labor. Also, if the disadvantaged had no
family to support them, they had no choice but
to beg for handouts. Particularly at this time just
before the Passover festival, Jericho would have
offered beggars a good location. Many pious Jews
traveling to Jerusalem for the festival would have
passed through this nearby city. The beggars evi-
dently hoped that pilgrims on their way to the holy
city would be unusually generous.

God's covenant instricted His people to care
for those in need, as a free expression of their love
for Him and His people (Lev. 25:35-38). Yet like
today, many people would have passed by a man
asking for a iandout.. Jesus told the story of the
beggar Lazarus and the rich man who paid little
attention to Lazarus, who tried to live on scraps
from the rich man's table (Luke 16:19-31).
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BIBLE EXTRA

Harmonizing the Gospels

A harmony of the Gospels (of which there are
many) seeks to combine the four evangelists'
descriptions into one account. Such a compila-
tion of information offers a lot of insight into Jesus'
earthly ministry.

The simplest harmonies merely list the other
Gospels' parallel passages. For example, the heal-
ing of the blind man near Jericho appears not only
in Mark 10:46-52, but also in Matthew 20:29-34
and Luke 18:35-43. Most study Bibles also note
these parallels, but a larger harmony publishes the
accounts side by side for easy comparison.

Reading the slightly different accounts from
other Gospels often offers new insights into a Gos-
pel passage. Yet, comparing the diferent Gospel
writers’ records can also raise questions about
seemingly different details. For instance, Matthew
20:34 includes a detail that Mark omitted. Mat-
thew specifically mentioned the compassion that
motivated Jesus to heal the blind man.

Readers who approach God's Word with a
mindset characterized by suspicion tend to regard
these variations as evidence of contradiction in
the Gospels. Oppositely, readers who come to the
Gospels with their hearts filled with faith consider
these differences in corresponding narratives as
complementing one another. Together, they paint a
fuller, more nuanced portrait of the Savior.
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The Irony of Spiritual Biindness

John O fecords another episode in which Jesus
g@ve S 10 2 bing beggar. I ths instance, he
man ha been bom biind when he miaculously
received fiom Jesus the full abily 1 see. Also,
despite undergoing a wilherng nterogaton fom
the relgious authoritie, the poor and unedu
cated person femained resoute I bellong Jesus'
assertion o b the Messiah

The irony s that those who claimed 1 et in
the lightof Gad'stuth remained in sl dark-
ness. Meanuhile, a poor biind beagar recelved
physial and spitua sight.

0n the one hand, the cured man's inquisi-
Tots were mired n gult, especialy fo the sin of
unbelie.On the otner nand, the recipint o Jesus’
healing pave was se free fom sin through fith
in e Son and even worshiped Him. Consequenty;
theformer beggar became ono ofthesheep n the
spiritual fold of the good Shepherd.
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BIBLE EXTRA

The Nature of Biblical Faith
I Mark 10:52, Jsus declared that the bling
beggars "fath had resuled in im bein eale,
The undetying Greek noun, pists, denotes Stong
confidence i and reliance upon the object of
one's aith. Horo thatwouid be the Lord Jesus.

The same Greek tem is used in Hebrews 11:1,
‘Where the witer provided a fusome desciption of
the naturo of bibial aith. For instance, on one
leve, 1S fath s “confidonce n what we hope for”
Y, on another eve, i faith s charactazed by
a deep-seated "assufance about what we do ot
see” (M),

Here w discovar that bat tha conidonce and
assurance of bibical fath g0 tgether Or, s the
King James puts i, the “subsiance” and the "ot
dence” of our belef work cooperatiely with one
e, Furthermor, s s how belleves n ancent
imes recelved God's commendation and expert-
‘enced His approval (vs. 2).
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WINDOW ON THE WORD

It's a Bad Idoa

The bind man faced refecion and shaming
when he cried out 10 Jesus 1 order T ask Him for
something tht was seemed inpossibe. Listen to
some of these caiics who were quic to dismiss
corain ideas as not feasibe

“This elephane’ has too many shortcomings (o
e serously considered as 2 means of commun-
cation.The device i inherently of 10 alue 0 05
Westem Unionintermal memo dated 1376,

“Ida not blfev the intoduction of molorars
wil ever afect the iding of horses.” M. Scot:-
Wontague, MR i1 tho United Kngom i 1903.

“The wireloss music box has 1o imaginabie
commercial alue. Who would pay for @ message
sent 10 nobody in particular?” -David Samoirs
Assocates ejecting a proposal for ivestment in
the radi n the 19205

Who wanis 10 hear actors talk?"-HM. Warner
(Worner Bothers) before rejectng a proposal for
movies with sound in 1927

“Who would wan to copy a document on pain
Paper??7111" Rejection eter in 1940 i Chesier
Gorison inventor o the XEROX machine.

“The conceptt is inteesting and wellformed,
but in order to earn bette than a °; the idea
must be feasible.” A Yle universiy proessor in
response to Fred Smiths paper proposing rel-
able ovenight delery sevics—which eventually
became FedEx.

Despite what crics might think of your big
requests of God, don' Jt them deter you. D0 ot
be quiet! Cry out to Jesus!
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Do Not Be Silent

Bartimaeus, the blind man, would not be hindered b
those who would keep him from Jesus. Sometimes well-
meaning peaple will tell those in crisis not to expect any-
thing miraculous from God. They say, “We don’t want
you to be disappointed, you know.” They might also say
things like, “If you only expect little things from God, then
you won't be as disappointed when nothing happens”—or
50 the popular thinking goes.

Bartimaeus wanted nothing less than to have his sight
restored—an impossible feat by ancient or modern stan-
dards. Bartimaeus ignored the crowd who told him to
“icalm down,” be quiet, and simply resign himself to his
fate.

The Jesus of the first century is no different than the
Jesus of today, and He is ready to intervene for those who
cry out to Him.

Jesus addressed all areas of life in His miraculous earth-
Iy ministry: healing from disease, the provision of neces-
sary funds, reaching out to the disenfranchised, and giv-
ing hope to those in crisis.

Do not be silent or timid in your requests to Jesus. The
Lord has not changed, either in His abiliy and or Fis
willingness (in His way and time) to do the miraculous.
When He does the miraculous, it is an expression of deep
love and compassion for those who cry out to Him.

S8

10. What circumstances might lead someone to believe
that God o longer performs miracles in people’s lives?

11. Why do some well-meaning people discourage the
hopeful from asking God to do the impossible?

12. In what area of life (health, finances, vocation, rela-
tionships) do you need to cry out to Jesus for miraculous
interoention?

13, If Jesus were to fulfill your request, how would you
use His miraculous provision to advance His Kingdom?
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Cry Out!

After Jesus healed Bartimaeus, he immediately began to
follow the Lord. Of course, after we cry out to Jesus, and
He answers our prayers, the expectation is that we will
use the gifts He has given to us to advance His kingdom.

- How has Jesus miraculously intervened in your life? How

wwill you use the gifts He has given to you to build up and

encoturage others in His Kingdom? End the lesson in prayer,
asking Jesus for the courage to ignore the pushback of the crit-
ics in our lives and to cry out to Him when we need Him to
do the impossibe.

KEY VERSE

And Jesus answered and said unto him, What wilt thou that T

should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that T

might receive my sight. —Mark 1051, KV

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him. The blind
man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”” —Mark 10:51, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK'S LESSON

Week of September 20 through September 26
(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Exodus 19:1-8—A Priestly Kingdom, a Holy Nation.
Tues. Exodus 20:1-6—Worship God Alorne.
Wed. Psalms 133; 134—When Kindred Live in Unity.
Thurs. Revelation 4—Praise in the Heavenly Communty.
Fri.  Acts 2:1-12—The Day of Pentecost.
Sat.  Acts 2:22-36—Jesus Is Lord and Messiah.
Sun.  Acts 2:37-47—A Community Praise.
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Lesson Focus: Lesson Scripture:
Do not be quiet! Cry out Mark 10:46-52
to Jesus.
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