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Jesus Prayed for His  
disciples - John 17:14-19
4. What was the first thing Jesus prayed for at the end of the last supper He shared with His 
    disciples?
5. What was the second thing He prayed for?

[image: ]Jesus Prayed for the Church - John 17:20-23
6. What was the third thing Jesus prayed for?
7. Why was it critical that those following Him be unified?
8. What example did Jesus provide?

Jesus Expressed His Will - John 17:24
9. What was the last thing Jesus prayed for?
10. What was required if His followers were to fulfill the purpose for 
      which they had been called?

Suggested Answer to Question 1
Regarding Question 1, for a team to successfully accomplish its 
mission, it needs to clearly identify what that mission is; it requires a 
commitment from all members of the team to do their part in helping 
that mission to be achieved; and individuals on the team sometimes 
have to set aside their personal desire for the sake of the group.
Suggested Answer to Question 2
For Question 2, our churches are supposed to reflect Jesus' character; 
they have been called to be light and salt in the communities in which 
[image: ]they are placed; they are tasked with sharing the Gospel message 
with people in their communities and to be involved in communicating 
this message to the world at large.
Suggested Answer to Question 3
Question 3 reminds us if a church is not unified, it will be difficult for it 
to clearly communicate the Gospel message or to show what Jesus is 
like. This could result in it being unattractive to outsiders. Churches 
also need to encourage individuals and groups within it to be involved 
with members of their community and to be "in the world" even though 
not "of the world."
Suggested Answer to Question 4 
Jesus first prayed for Himself. He knew that His mission and purpose 
for coming to earth was to die so that others could live. He demon-
strated in His prayer His determination to complete this mission so that 
God's purpose for Him could be fulfilled.
Suggested Answer to Question 5
Jesus then prayed for His disciples. Jesus knew what lay ahead for them would be difficult. He didn't pray that they would be removed from the world so they could escape these difficulties, however, but that they would be protected from spiritual harm in the midst of them. Jesus also prayed for their sanctification, that they would live according to His Word, and they would remain
committed to the proclamation of it.
Suggested Answer to Question 6
Jesus prayed for those who were going to follow Him. He was in fact praying for the Church, the instrument He chose to represent what He is like and to communicate the Gospel message to others. Jesus may have understood how easy it would be for churches to be characterized by divisiveness, competition, or exclusiveness and didn't want these to be the traits believers in Him are known by.
[bookmark: _Hlk52878280][bookmark: _Hlk58928873]Suggested Answer to Question 7
Jesus understood that the world would know what He is like by observing what the Church is
like. If churches are not unified in both their character and message, the world will have a faulty
understanding of what Jesus is like.

Suggested Answer to Question 8
Jesus noted that He is in the Father and the Father is in Him. This is perhaps best represented
by one circle with two names rather than two with different names. There is in a sense no "He and
Me" when it comes to the Father and Jesus; there is just "We." Churches are to exemplify this same type of oneness.
Suggested Answer to Question 9
Jesus prayed that His disciples would someday see the, full extent of who He is, something that would not occur until they joined Him in eternity. Jesus was not merely asking for this to happen,
however. His prayer is perhaps best understood as Jesus willing or promising for this to be done.
Suggested Answer to Question 10
Jesus wanted them to demonstrate His character and communicate the path to eternity through their words and lives; He wanted them to show what He is like through their unity and love.
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Introduction

Matthew 26:36–44; Mark 14:32–40; and Luke 22:39–46 give brief accounts of Jesus’ prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane. Their focus is on his agonized petition that he might be spared the crucifixion. John’s Gospel, by contrast, doesn’t include that prayer. Instead, it features Jesus’ lengthy and detailed prayer for his disciples.
That prayer comes at the end of a lengthy section known as the Farewell Address (John 13–17), the longest recorded speech by Jesus. After washing the disciples’ feet and dismissing Judas into the night (13:1–30), Jesus told his confused followers that he would not be with them much longer (13:33). He gave them a “new command” to be followed after his departure from the world: “As I have loved you, … love one another” (13:34).
	The remainder of Jesus’ goodbye speech builds on this theme by explaining how God would express his love for the disciples (examples: John 14:8–21; 15:26–27; 16:5–15), why “the world” would hate them (example: 15:18–25), what it means for Christians to love one another, and why it was essential to do so (17:20–24).
In the opening section of the prayer (John 17:1–13), Jesus reflected on his pending death and reminded the Father that the Son’s mission would continue through the disciples. Therefore, Jesus asked his heavenly Father to equip the disciples in certain ways so they could continue his work. The form and content of that equipping is the subject of today’s text.

Conclusion

Marketing companies are becoming increasingly interested in a phenomenon known as the Streisand Effect. This term is based on the name of singer/actress Barbra Streisand, and it refers to an episode in which she was involved in 2003.
A photographer was contracted to take a series of photographs that would document patterns of coastline erosion throughout the state. When Streisand learned that these included one picture of her seaside Malibu mansion, she sued the photographer to have its posting removed. Before the lawsuit was filed, the photo in question had been downloaded only six times, including two downloads by Streisand’s own attorneys; but when the story hit the media, the picture was viewed by 420,000 curious web surfers within 30 days! This incident is now cited as a classic illustration of the principle of “psychological reactance,” which means that an attempt to suppress information tends to increase people’s desire to access and share it.
While the internet is a relatively new phenomenon on the time line of history, the Streisand Effect is not—people have always been curious to learn new information, especially when it seems to be available only to a small number of people.
The Christian apologist Tertullian (AD 160–220) realized something of a parallel to this principle in his famous observation that “the blood of the martyrs is [the] seed [of the church]” (Apology 50). Tertullian observed that public persecutions against the church by the Roman government had led even more people to become curious about the faith. Rome actually made the world aware of Christianity and thereby encouraged people to explore this new and emerging religion. Those who looked into the church’s beliefs and practices were impressed by the conviction and unity demonstrated by believers.
The result was that the church grew during periods of persecution. Against this backdrop, Jesus’ prayer raises important questions for the church today: In a world where many people do not participate in church because they think there is nothing of value there, what would happen if they actually “looked under the hood”? Would they discover that, contrary to what they have been told, the church is a place of remarkable unity and love? Would they be forced to abandon their beliefs that Christians are legalistic and thereby be drawn to the spirit of love that exists among us? Or would encounters with Christians reinforce their belief that the church is not a safe place?
Our passage for today highlights several key themes that run through John’s Gospel, two of which are particularly significant. First, Jesus stresses his own oneness with the Father. Christ demonstrated this unity through absolute obedience to God the Father in his resolve to fulfill the Father’s mission of offering salvation. Second, Jesus presented his relationship with the Father as a model for the way his disciples should relate to one another. Christians are to be completely united with both Christ and one another so that Christ’s mission can continue through the work of the church. It can’t happen any other way.
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Unity in the Church

There is no doubt that many churches today
are characterized more by being divided than by
being unified. We frequently argue about things
that are not essential in God’s eyes and in the pro-
cess lose focus on what is; we compare ourselves
to others and sometimes conclude that our pas-
tor, style of worship, or theology is somehow more
“spiritual” that others; we frequently fail to realize
that there is only one Church and that our individ-
ual assemblies are simply part of a greater Body
whose mission is to represent what Jesus is like.

Jesus understood even before the Church
was established how easy it would be for it to
be known for traits that could hamper its abil-
ity to accomplish its mission to share the Gospel
to a world in dire need of it. And so, on the night
before He was to be crucified, Jesus prayed for the
Church. He prayed that it would be committed to
the task it had been set aside for; He prayed for
the spiritual protection of those called to complete
that task; and He prayed that those who followed
Him would show what He is like through their unity
and love for one another.
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Sanctification

Sanctification in some biblical contexts is the
process of a person being made holy or morally
purified. It is something that results in a believer
in Jesus being different than unbelievers by being
committed to living in ways that honor God and
represent what He is like. Sanctification can also
mean to be consecrated for a purpose or to be set
aside for a task or mission.

Moral sanctification is a work of the Holy
Spirit accomplished in partnership with a believ-
er's desire to five a pure life. It is this partner-
ship that changes the heart of a believer so that
he can become a “new creature” where the old
has passed away and all things become new
(2 Cor. 5:17).

Being sanctified for a purpose—being set aside
for a mission—is also a work of the Holy Spirit. It
is God who defines our purpose and enables us
to fulfill it; and it is God who consecrates us. Like
moral sanctification, successfully fulfilling the pur-
pose for which we've been sanctified cannot be
accomplished without a living and ongoing part-
nership between the One doing the calling and the
one being called.
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Seeing God’s Glory

No one is capable of seeing the full glory of
God in this life (1 Tim. 6:15-16). But at one time
Moses demanded to see it, perhaps because of
uncertainties about the future of the Israelites
who'd just escaped from slavery in Egypt and if
God would continue to guide them in the days
that lay ahead (Exod. 33:18-23). God responded,
“| will cause all my goodness to pass in front of
you, and | will proclaim my name, the Loro, in
your presence...But you cannot see my face, for
no one may see me and live.! Then the Loro said,
There is a place near me where you may stand
on a rock. When my glory passes by, I will put
you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with my
hand until | have passed by. Then | will remove
my hand and you will see my back; but my face
must not be seen.” Although Scripture doesn't
record the actual fulfillment of this, it does note
that afterward Moses’ face was so radiant that the
other Israelites “were afraid to come near him”
(Exod. 34:29-30).

Although God’s full glory cannot be seen in
this life, we see glimpses of it in nature (Ps. 19:1;
Rom. 1:20), in God’s relationship with the Isra-
elites (Isa. 49:3), in Jesus (John 1:14; Heb 1:3),
and hopefully in our churches (1 Cor. 12:27).




image7.jpeg
WINDOW ON THE WORD

The Unified Early Church

Acts 2:42-46 records how the early church
was characterized: “They devoted themselves to
the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was
filled with awe at the many wonders and signs
performed by the apostles. All the believers were
together and had everything in common. They
sold property and possessions to give to anyone
who had need. Every day they continued to meet
together in the temple courts. They broke bread
in their homes and ate together with glad and sin-
cere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor
of all the people.” This apparently resulted in the
early church being attractive to outsiders, for “the
Lord added to their number daily those who were
being saved” (vs. 47).
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What Is Essential to God

We've all heard stories of churches being split by disputes
over the color of the carpet in the aisles or the style of worship
in the sanctuary. What these stories reflect is the tendency of
some congregations to get caught up by what s not essential
in God’s eyes and in the process to lose focus on what is.

One of my pastors had a sign on his desk that said, “Is this
worth splitting the church over?” When I asked him why he
displayed this, he replied that though he was open to hearing
complaints from church members, this question would help
his members gauge the significance of their statements. He
was reinforcing the importance of being unified in what is
essential to God and allowing for differences in what is not.

In addressing some issues that were creating divisions in
the church in Corinth, the apostle Paul said, “For I resolved
to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ
and him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2). This summarizes best what
ought to be the central focus of the message and character of
all churches; it ought to be all about Jesus and the path He
provided for our redemption. Unfortunately, many churches
are known more by how they worship than Who they wor-
ship or by the quantity of their attendees rather than the
quality of their character.

Jesus wants our churches to represent what He is like. He
also wants us to clearly communicate why people need to be
saved and what He did so they could. What's required for this
to be successfully accomplished is for us to be unified in spirit,
purpose, and message, and to demonstrate Christ’s love.

11. What are some positive ways your church already
demonstrates what Jesus is like?

12. What are some areas where you struggle in this regard?

13. Why are unity and love essential for showing what
Jesus is like? ¢

14. In what additional ways can you demonstrate unity
and love?




image10.jpeg
Week of January 24 ¢« Page 60

Contribute to the Team

The ultimate team-oriented mission may be the one Jesus
has chosen for the Church. His mission is to show what He
is like and to communicate the path He’s provided so people
can be saved. Each individual church contributes to the
whole, and as Paul noted in 1 Corinthians 12, every one of us
has a part in the process.

Our churches will not be able to effectively do their part
in achieving this mission unless they are united in their pur-
pose and message and are demonstrating Jesus’ love for oth-
ers in real and tangible ways. And they will not be able to do
this unless each of us is willing to contribute to the team.

» What can you do to help your church be more effective in
showing what Jesus is like through unity and love?

KEY VERSE
Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall
believe on me through their word. —John 17:20, K]V

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will
believe in me through their message.” —]John 17:20, NIV

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK’S LESSON
Week of January 25 through January 31
(See The Quiet Hour and Cross devotionals on these passages.)
Mon. Luke 10:38-42—Jesus Supports Mary’s Choice.
Tues. John 11:1-11—Jesus Responds'to Sisters’ Call.
Wed. John 11:38-45—Jesus Raises Lazarus; Mary Believes.
Thurs. Luke 24:5-10—Women Carry Resurrection Message to
Apostles.
Fri. Luke 24:44-53—Jesus’ Final Words and Ascension.
Sat. Luke 2:28-35—Simeon Sees Impact of Jesus’ Ministry.
Sun. Luke 2:36-38; Acts 2:16-21; 21:8-9—The Spirit Empowers
Daughters to Prophesy.





image1.png
Lesson 8 » January 24 - Page 54

Called for the World’s Belief

men’s conference? Will women be there?” asked J.T.
A Forest hesitated, and then smiled. J.T. was ribbing

him. The two men were in the men’s locker room of
the local fitness center.

“No,” Nathan added as he walked up to the two men.
“That’s why it’s called a ‘men’s conference.” Hope you can
come, man.”

Nathan hugged Forest and grabbed his duffle bag. “See
you a little later, right? It should not take us long. Some
other brothers will be there to help.”

As Nathan walked away, J.T. raised his eyebrows at
Forest. “What's up with you and that white boy?”

“Nathan’s my brother in Christ,” Forest said.

Nearby, a young white man was listening to the exchange.

“Tjust thought you were a true brother. That’s all,” J.T.
said.

“Iam. I'm down with Jesus, and anyone else who loves
God!”

Forest was a little nervous. He had accepted Christ three
months ago. He sometimes wondered if he seemed like a
“sellout” or worse—weak. Nathan and other brothers in
Christ were discipling him. Mainly, Forest trusted the Lord
with his new life.

“Hmm. OK,” J.T. said. “I'll catch you later.”

After J.T. left, the young white man came over to Forest.
“Can I have one of those flyers for the men'’s conference? I
think I'd like to go.”

1. What is required if a team hopes to successfully
accomplish the purpose for which it was organized?

2. What mission has the Church been called to fulfill?

3. Why are demonstrating unity and love essential if a
church is to successfully accomplish its mission?

LESSON FOCUS: Show Jesus through unity and love.
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