James Chapter 5

	James Chapter 5 starts with a scathing indictment of the wealthy, and concludes with encouragement for people who have faced, and will face persecutions. Prayer is one of the believer’s greatest weapons, and James closes his epistle by emphasizing its importance in a number of situations, mentioning it seven times in the last eight verses. All of this counsel is important, because “the coming of the Lord” draws near.

1. Read verses 1-4. James tells the “rich men” to___________ and ____________. Why?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
      
2. What is happening (or will happen) to their riches? To their clothing (garments)?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3. What has happened to their gold and silver? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


4. What will it do “against them”?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

5. What will it do TO them?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

6. Without realizing it, why have they gathered their riches? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


7. What two things/persons are “crying”? To Whom?  The____________of_______________.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


8. Read verses 5-6. What are the actions of the rich? On the basis of these actions, do you believe 
    that James is talking about wealthy Christians? Why or why not?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

9. Read verses 7-8. Note that the word “therefore” ties these verses to the previous ones. What 
    does James encourage the Jewish Christians to do?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


10. What example of patience does James illustrate?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

11. What are the believers supposed to do with their hearts? Why? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

12. Read verse 9. What does it mean to “grudge” against someone? What happens if we do?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

13. Who is the Judge and where is He standing? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

14. Read verses 10-11. What Old Testament examples does James hold up to the church as 
      models of “suffering affliction, and of patience”?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

15. What is endurance? What Old Testament example does James hold up as a model of 
      endurance? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

16. What are the rewards of endurance (Read Job 41:10-17; Luke 12:42-44; Galatians 6:9)? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

17. Read verse 12. What should Christians NOT do, “above all things”? Why? (Hint: read Matthew 
      5:33-37)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

18. What do we risk if we disobey this teaching?

 ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

19. Read verses 13-15. James directs us to_______________________if we are afflicted.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

20. We are to___________   ______________if we are merry (happy).

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

21. What should we do if we are sick? Does this mean that we don’t need to go to the doctors or 
      take medicine?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

22. What are the promises if we pray in faith?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

23. Read verses 16-18. James instructs believers to___________our_____________  to one another, and ______________for each other, so that we may be________________. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

24)	What are the attributes of effective prayer?
  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

25. What are the results of effective prayer?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

26. What are the examples of effective prayer?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


27. Read verses 18-19. What does it mean to “err from the truth”? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


28. What should we do if that happens to a brother (or sister!)? Sadly, what do we USUALLY do? 
      (Also, read Galatians 6:1)

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


29. What are the rewards of evangelism (of the lost) and restoration (of the saved)?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
  
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
