
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Holiday Worship Services: 
  

Christmas Day Service– at 10:00 a.m.             
Sunday School, No Children’s Church 

s Day Service– at 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School at 8:30 a.m.  

Watch Night Virtual Prayer 
December 31, 2022 at 11:30 p.m. 

 

Church Office Holiday Hours: 
The office will be closed from Friday, 

December 23, 2022 thru  
Tuesday January 3, 2023 

 
However feel free to leave a message as 

the phones are checked periodically 

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church

797 Moon Road 
Lawrenceville, GA 30046 
(770) 962-1910 

Advent Candle Lighting Litanies
2022 
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Advent Season is an incredibly special time of year that sometimes gets 
lost in the bright lights of the Christmas season it precedes. The first day 
of Advent is the first day of a new Liturgical (or church) calendar and 

week period of preparation in anticipation of the nativity of 

When Is Advent Season Celebrated?  
Advent Season starts on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and leads up 
to the Nativity of Christ and the second coming of Christ. That means 
that Advent lasts for around a month in total.  

The Advent Season is all about reflecting on how we can prepare 
s birth in the world as it is today. It is a 

time for faith communities and families to remember, through prayer, 
reflections, special music, and good deeds what the true meaning of Je-

Celebrating Advent involves spending time in spiritual prep-
birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas.   

Advent is a period of spiritual preparation in which many Christians 
make themselves ready for the coming, or birth of the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Celebrating Advent typically involves a season of prayer, fasting, 

, followed by anticipation, hope, and joy. 
celebrate Advent not only by thanking God for 

Christ's first coming to Earth as a baby, but also for his presence among 
, and in preparation and anticipation of 

his final coming at the end of the age. 

 
Christian churches that follow an ecclesi-

astical calendar of liturgical seasons to determine feasts, memorials, fasts 
. However, more and more Protestant and Evangelical 

Christians are recognizing the spiritual significance of Advent, and have 
begun to revive the spirit of the season through serious reflection, joyful 
expectation, and through observing traditional Advent customs. 

An Advent wreath in your home can be a wonderful reminder that 
God is with us. The candles on the wreath represent hope, peace, joy, and 
love. Invite your family to help light the candles and to look each week 
for symbols that remind us of the meaning of Advent - Emmanuel, God 
with us. In the rush of the Christmas season, may this sacred pause be a 

 
  
  

Minis-

lieve that Jesus is the Son of God. He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethle-

hem of Judea. He was the long-awaited Messiah, whose coming was prophe-

sied. Jesus, spoke to the people and said, “I am the light of the world. If you 

follow Me, you won’t have to walk in darkness, because you will have the light 

that leads to life." John 8:12 NLT   

Congregation: That same Jesus lives today in our hearts. He deserves our 

highest loyalty and total commitment. In Jesus Christ, our hope is fulfilled; our 

love is consummated; our joy is complete; and our peace is sealed. Rejoice, a 

Savior is born. A savior is born, indeed. Joy to the world!

day his birth — the one who is the “light.”  

Minister: The “light of all mankind,” comes to dispel

shines everywhere to dispel darkness everywhere and in each of us. Jesus is the 

one who finally reveals the world and all its inhabitants for what they truly are. 

And with deep love and compassion, Jesus Christ, the light of the world, sees 

our every gift and every flaw, and chooses to wrap us all in His warm light. This 

is the very foundation of the good news. 

Prayer: Living Christ, be born again in our hearts this day. May we be trans-

formed for You, to not dwell upon the past, or put all our hope in the future, 

but to live into who we are now, to build up Your beloved community on earth 

as it is in heaven. May we remember this moment, with Christmas in our hearts 

all year long, as a promise and pledge to live into Your reign, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Minister & Congregation:  Let us light the Christ candle and complete this 

circle as we rejoice in the light that shines in the darkness and declare with joy 

and with hope – Joy to the world, the Lord has come! Hallelujah. Amen.

Christmas Day Service 

December 25, 2022
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ter: Isai-

ah said that the Lord spoke to the king and said, “Ask a sign of the 

LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven” (Isaiah 

7:11 NRSV). But when the king refused, God would not be 

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, 

the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name 

(Isaiah 7:14 NRSV). 

God wants us to know, even when we are not sure 

ourselves. God wants us to experience God’s presence, even when 

we think we can manage life on our own. God sends us signs of 

s presence with us; all we need to do is keep our eyes open 

"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 

shall name him Emmanuel," which means, ‘God is with us.’" 

When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 

commanded him; he took her as his wife but had no marital rela-

tions with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Je-

25 NRSV). 

We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, 

of proclaimed peace, of deep everlasting joy, and today of presence 

that speaks of love, as a sign that no matter our circumstance, we 

Light the last purple candle of the Advent wreath. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 18, 2022   
  
  

 

Minister: “I was glad when they said to me, 

house of the Lord!’” (Psalm 122:1 NRSV)

Congregation: We are glad. Whether we drove in or climbed 

up, whether we logged on or tuned in. We are glad to be here 

in this community, with family and friends. It is a place of   

joyful hope, of radical welcome. It is a place where, together, 

we can wait in wondrous anticipation for the kingdom to come.

Minister: “Many peoples shall come and say, 

up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of    

Jacob; that God may teach us God’

walk in God’s paths’” (Isaiah 2:3 NRSV).

Congregation: We light this candle as a sign of our hope, our 

joyous hope that we can be restored 

strength restored, our confidence restored, our joy restored as 

we watch and wait with all God’s people for the promise to be 

fulfilled. 

Light the first purple candle on the Advent wreath.

First Sunday of Advent 

November 27, 2022
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ter: 

They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, for the 

earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 

the sea. On that day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 

peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 

10 NRSV). 

We are the followers of that root of Jesse Isaiah 

spoke of. We are the ones who are now called to stand as a signal to 

the world, to all of creation, that peace is the will of the one who 

created us. Peace is the knowledge of the Lord that we proclaim 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilder-

Repent for the kingdom of heaven has 

bear fruit worthy of repentance” (Matthew 3:1,2, 

We light these candles, the candle of joyful hope 

and the candle of proclaimed peace, in part to remind ourselves that 

we are a people rising toward God’s promise. But we also light 

them as a sign to the world, an announcement there are some who 

hold on to hope and there are some who work the ways of peace. 

We stand as a sign that Emmanuel is still our fervent prayer. 

Light the second purple candle of the Advent wreath. 

Second Sunday of Advent  

December 4, 2022 
   
  

Minister: 

derness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blos-

som; like the crocus. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and 

singing . . . A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no trav-

eler, not even fools, shall go astray . . . And the ransomed of the LORD 

shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon 

their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 

shall flee away.” (Isaiah 35:1-2, 8, 10 NRSV).

Congregation: The prophet Isaiah tells us about the joy of ascending to 

God’s house. The prophet tells us to imagine being set free, being unbur-

dened, being released to live, to fully live in the grace and wonder of life 

itself, surrounded by those who love us like no one else. And then he tells 

us that the journey to get there is just as much a joy.

Minister: The Psalmist says “Happy are these whose help is the God of 

Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord . . . who made heaven and earth . . . who 

keeps faith . . . who executes justice . . . gives food . . . sets prisoners 

free . . . opens eyes . . . lifts up . . . watches over . . . upholds . . . The 

Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the 

Lord!” (Psalm 146 NRSV) 

Congregation: We light these candles, the candle of joyous hope, of pro-

claimed peace, and of deep and everlasting joy, as a sign that we are 

those who walk with a skip in our step because we can see the destina-

tion, and it is pure joy. We are ascending to God

Light the pink candle candle on the Advent wreath. 
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