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Dining with Jesus 4y Pastor Sheri Leming

At Faith Christian As-
sembly our July Bible
Study was in the Book of
James. James does not
waste any time challeng-
ing our human nature
from the very beginning
of chapter one...

James I:2-3 My breth-
ren, count it all joy when
you fall into various tri-
als, knowing that the
testing of your faith pro-
duces patience.

| love to imagine the first
people who read this in
James' letter or heard
him say this. "My breth-
ren, count it all joy..."

We all can think of things
that bring us joy, but if
we are honest, we will

admit "various trials” is
not the first thing that
springs to mind.

Then in verse 0, James
begins to build his case
for why we can look at
those various trials
through a different lens
than we usually do...

James I:3,

|t any of you lacks wis-
dom, let him ask of God,
who gives to all liberally
and without reproach,
and it will be given to
him.

| just love it that James
uses the word, “If."
Wasn't that nice of him?

So, James tells us to
"ask of God." This com-

mand must be a vital
part of our prayer life.
We must come to Him
again and again for that
wisdom that we will need
to face those "various
trials.” The remarkable
thing about our God is
that He not only gives us
wisdom, but He gives it
to all “liberally.” Our
family has a funny story
that has gone back gen-
erations. My dad's par-
ents |oved to entertain
people and cook for
them, and they cooked
lavishly and generously -
we're talking multiple
main dishes, multiple
side dishes, various des-
serts, etc.

Lontinued page 7
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Pursue and Recover by Farlene Leming

Rible stories bring perspec-
tive when we face sudden
fears, shocking news, or
disappointments. They re-
mind us our situation is NOT
a surprise to God. We are
warned in John |0:10: “The
thief comes to steal, kill, and
destroy.” BUT Jesus came
to bring us life! Be encour-

aged by | Samuel chapter
30.

When David returned home
from a battle, he faced a
burning town and missing
families. His exhausted war-
riors, overcome with grief,

could weep no more, and
were ready to stone him!
David CHOSE to look be-
yond what he saw, and ook
to GOD. Verse B: "But David

encouraged himself in the

Lord.”
He asked God, "What shall |

do?" The answer was Verse
8: "Pursue, for you shall
surely overtake them and
without fail, recover all."
God not only gave David
direction to PURSUE, but
gave him HOPE of a good
result so he WOULD ACT on

His instructions. He prom-

ised to give him back MORE
than he had at first. God
REWARDS those who trust
Him. | Samuel 30:20: "This is

David's spail.”

HOW to PURSUE and RECOV-
ER.

[. DAILY SPEAK or SING
ALOUD Bible Verses that
always helped you in hard
times.

2. Do something for
JESUS..encourage someone
else ASAP: Phone, Write,
Visit.

~ Earlene

Dining with Jesus continued from page /

And it was always deli-
cious. But one day they
went to SOMeone's
house for a meal who
asked them, "How many
pieces of bacon do you
want...ONE?" This was
so foreign to my gener-
ous grandparents’ way
of thinking that we have
laughed about it down

through the generations.

Lod wants to give us

wisdom LIBERALLY and

without reproach.

But do we ask Him for
it?

In Revelation 3:20, we
see a powerful illustra-
tion... "Behold, | stand at
the door and knock. [f
anyone hears My voice
and opens the door, | wil
come in to him and dine
with him, and he with
Me."

Jesus tells us that He is
standing at the door
knocking, but it is on us
to OPEN that door to
Him. This requires a wis-
dom and a humility that
realizes our need of Him
to the point where we
will reach out and turn
that doorknob, and open

it ta invite Him into eve-
ry situation, every deci-
sion, every trial.

~ Lontinued page 3
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Augqust Calendar
SUNDAYs

Service Time: 10:30am

August 2 — Communion
Service

MONDAYs
Office Closed

athousandyears, anda
thousandyearsasone

TUESDAYs

Office and Library
Hours 10:00am to
4:00pm*

forget this ohe thin,‘a '
withthelordone qu;‘is as

WEDNESDAYs

August a @ 11:00am
Maovie showing: Part
| of A Lreat Awak-
Ening

August 12 @ {1:00am
Part two of 4 Great
Awakening

August 19 & 26 No
Bible Study - starts
back on September

Dining with Jesus continued from page 7

He wants to use those
“various trials” to the point
where they will nourish us
with His strength. The Psalm-
ist said in Psalm 23:0 that He
would even "...prepare a table
before me in the presence of
my enemies.” Jesus redeems
it all, if we will just "ask of God
for wisdom” if we will pray
and "open the door” to invite
Him. Then we will indeed,
eventually be able to “count it
all joy" because we will cher-

ish the benefit we received from
Him through those things He
taught us through that trial. What
a beautiful meal He prepares for

us in the presence of those situa-

tions that we may not have or-
dered but in the end brought
nourishment to our souls. We
serve a good God who redeems it
all.

Just open the door.
Bon Appetit!

~ Pastor Sheri

2 @ {1:00am!

THURSDAYs
August — NOTE:

NO Men's Ministry
and Touch of Love
Women's Ministry
meetings this
maonth, back in Sep-
tember!

FRIDAYs

Church Office Hours
10:00am to 4:00pm*

*call for appoint-
ment

AWAKEN

You're invited to a movie

showing at FCA!
A Great Awakening

See Calendar for details
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From the Desk of Pastor Sheri Leming ~ August 1, 2026

Welcome to August,
the month when we
most often ask the
question, “ls it hot
enough for ya?" So.
if you are feeling
overwhelmed by the
heat, take a look at
Solomon's exhorta-
tion in Proverbs B:6-
8, "bo to the ant, you
sluggard! Consider

her ways and be wise,

which, having no cap-
tain, overseer or rul-
er, provides her sup-
plies in the summer,

and gathers her food
in the harvest.” Just
to be clear, 'm not

calling anyone a slug-
gard. (Solomon is.

LOL.)

After all, rest is a
|lovely thing.

Speaking of rest,
please be sure to
take a |ook at the Au-
qust FCA Calendar in
this issue. Some of
our ministries will
take a well-deserved
break this month -
Touch of Love and
Men's Ministry will not
meet in August, and
will resume Thursday,
September 17 at lpm.

Alsp, please take

note of our Bible
Study schedule for
this month:

Wednesday, August o
& llam we will be

viewing PART | of the

mavie 4 breat Awak-

Ening.

Wednesday, August 12
& {lam we will be

viewing PART Z of 4

Lreat Awakeming.

Wednesday, August 19
& 26 No Bible Study,
but we will resume

Wednesday, Septem-
ber 2 @ [lam.

We invite you to join
us this first Sunday,
August 2, in our
0:30am service as
we partake in Holy
Communion together.
This is the time to
partake together and
in this way, we obey
Jesus' command to,

“Do this in remem-
brance of Me."

Looking forward to
Sunday,

Fastors Sheri and
bLiary Leming



