We are WARRIOR CHICKS…

We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path,

so that our ministry will not be discredited.

Rather, as servants of God

we commend ourselves in every way:

in great endurance; in troubles,

hardships and distresses; in beatings,

imprisonments and riots; in hard work,

sleepless nights and hunger;

in purity, understanding, patience and kindness;

in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love;

in truthful speech and in the power of God;

with weapons of righteousness

in the right hand and in the left;

through glory and dishonor,

bad report and good report;

genuine, yet regarded as impostors;

known, yet regarded as unknown;

dying, and yet we live on;

beaten, and yet not killed;

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing;

poor, yet making many rich;

having nothing, and yet possessing everything.
—2 Corinthians 6:3-10, NIV
Warrior Chicks…Lesson 3

“Stay At Your Post”

As Warriors we are required to “Stay at our post” 

Most of us have several posts that we are “called” to….WIFE

-even if Donny and I have a serious argument AND I am not a happy warrior 

I  KNOW that my post is next to Donny forever.

Marriage is not for the faint of heart

It will require everything you have to make it work

It will demand that YOU change, that YOU learn, that YOU adapt

Two becoming one sounds a lot easier than it really is


Two becoming one sounds so romantic…but marriage is more like each of you coming together with a box of parts. You each bring YOUR box of parts:  your past, your hurts, your personalities, your issues…and together you are going to build something amazing.

It will require serious work…much more work than it took to light the unity candle at your wedding!

There are times you WON’T  be happy.  (It’s not your husband’s job to make you happy…that would be your job!)

There are SEASONS of marriage that might be harder than others

There are times when your home might feel like a battlefield

There are times when you might wonder why you married him in the first place

There are times when you might think that another man would be better at meeting your needs

There are times when you might be convinced that you married the wrong person

There are times when it just might just be boring.

Here are some tips for staying at your marriage post:

1. DO YOUR PART IN MAKING THE MARRIAGE INTERESTING…be an interesting person, have a passion, a hobby

2. LOVE LIFE…that’s a decision,,,not a feeling.  People who love life are fun to be around.  SMILE even when its hard!

3. DON’T BE SO NEEDY…The secret to being loved is not having to be loved—having to be loved puts all the focus on you, and neediness can be a real drain on a marriage

4. LISTEN WHEN HE TALKS…Really.  Don’t just be thinking of what else you need to do---be fully engaged.  Not always an easy thing!  LOL

5. BE INTERESTED IN SEX…Make that part of your relationship fun again.  If it needs a boost, boost it!  Buy new lingerie.

STAY AT YOUR POST!!!!!

Other soldiers are counting on it.

Another post is…MOTHER

-so we spend time training our children and loving them, even though there are times we would rather spend far, far away from them!

-sometimes there are some moments when it is just so hard!

-Sometimes correction is necessary..and sometimes giving it is emotionally exhausting

Some mothers have major problems that their children are dealing with…rebellion, drugs, cutting school…all of these require correction

I’m sure these women feel like they are in a battle..

THEY ARE!

Perhaps it would be easier for them to just throw up their hands in frustration, give up and emotionally withdraw from their children.

Many women do……But these women do not.

They have stayed at their post.

Tips for staying at your “mother” post:

1. Be grateful that you have a child.  There are thousands of women who haven’t been able to.

2. Take a moment to focus on something good your children have done

3. Do something fun with your kids….something that involves a lot of laughter.

4. Get together with other mothers who are committed to staying at the “mother post”

Another post is…..FRIEND

…sometimes you have to invest time in people, even perhaps when you’d rather be alone

building a friendship and remaining a faithful friend can take almost as much work as building and maintaining a marriage

WHY?  Because God made each of us different. Each unique.

SO when the “Uniqueness” of your friend starts to wear on you…

TIPS:

1. be patient with the differences.

2. Forgive.

3. Be happy when she gets a promotion or compliment, even when you didn’t get one

4. Send a card

5. Let her cry…and cry with her

Our MAIN post…is BELIEVER

In the midst of the battle, can you still believe in the goodness of God

When enemies surround you, can you still worship your God…or do you blame Him?

Can you remain a faithful believer?

Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, was surrounded by a bunch of armies who all wanted to destroy him…I would have been terrified.

Perhaps his life flashed before his eyes…but he did an amazing thing

He didn’t get angry with God…He didn’t ask why?

Before they planned to march into battle, he bowed down and worshipped God.  

He then appointed a choir for God that was to march ahead of the troops.

THE PRAISE TEAM!!!!!

Not the guys with the swords…the choir!!

He put the worship leaders out their to lead the charge.

The choir sang “GIVE THANKS TO GOD.  HIS LOVE NEVER QUITS.”

2 Chronicles 20:21

I guess we can assume that he was pretty serious about staying at his “believer” post…as a worshipper

While they worshipped, God set ambushes and the enemies were destroyed

Can WE REMAIN A BELIEVER IN THE MIDST OF OUR BATTLE?

The Apostle Paul was awaiting his execution in prison when he wrote some powerful words to his sidekick, Timothy.  In his final letter, he offered wisdom about the Church, life, and the future.  And he cast one last look over his shoulder, summarizing his life:

He says…

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”  

2 Timothy 4:7

Basically he was saying that he had stayed at his post

Paul was a great man….whole cities of people came to know God because of him.

He introduced the continent of Europe to the love of Jesus…he wrote half of the New Testament

Paul was extraordinary because HE DID NOT QUIT.  He stayed at his post

After his conversion on the road to Damascus, Paul found the people around him hostile; they despised and mocked him.  He could have said, “There is no love here. I’m throwing in the towel.”

BUT HE DIDN’T

Then the Christians didn’t believe his conversion.  Even the Christian leaders doubted him.

And the Jews tried to kill him…..

He was thrown into prison…more than once.

He was involved in a shipwreck…he was stoned and left for dead.

HOW DID HE RESPOND????

He GOT UP and returned to the city that was filled with the very people who had just tried to kill him!

HE STAYED AT HIS POST!

Like Paul, you will have PLENTY of opportunities to quit.  

LOTS of distractions will call to you.

LOTS of pathways leading away from your post.

WE CAN’T TAKE THEM!

No matter how hard the journey is

No matter how tough the battle

Have you ever felt like quitting?

SURE!

Most of us do at one point or another.  Don’t give up things you need to keep working on…marriage, career, a weight-loss goal..an idea….a dream

Just like Paul….we have all been sent to FINISH

EX:  a marathon…the photographers are at the finish line…not at mile 8.

Jesus is waiting to say “WELL DONE GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT”…at our finish line

We CANNOT abandon the posts we have been assigned to.

A whole generation of people need the wisdom we will gain from staying at our post.

Not everyone in this generation thinks for the generation to come…but YOU AND I ARE DIFFERENT

WE ARE WARRIORS

They used to shoot deserters…now they just prosecute them!

Regardless, being AWOL at our post is not good

It is a serious offense

STAY AT YOUR POST

It is actually selfish of us to give up in the tough times.

I know there are people we are supposed to help—people who are just on the other side of this battle

THOSE PEOPLE HAVE TO BE OUR PRIORITY

Jesus stayed at His post, the Bible tells us, 

“For the joy set before Him”  HEBREWS 12:2
He did not quit.

He completed His journey because He say us, you, and me, in His future.

We are the joy that was set before Him.


He stayed at His post…for US!

I don’t know what posts you have been assigned to…your job, your goal, mission, vision…STAY AT YOUR POST!

READ:  2 CORINTHIANS 6:3-10

Warrior Chicks Lesson 4

“FOCUS”

As warriors, any battle that you and I are going to win will require FOCUS. 

Every day the stuff of life competes for our focus.

Wouldn’t it be great if any time we were headed off course…someone would jerk us back in line

All that we will accomplish in life flows out of our present.

We can dream about the future and remember the past, but we control only the present…..yet, rarely do we live in it!

In our minds, we live mostly for better times.  Whether lost in memories or consumed by dreams, our thoughts are often on the experiences of another day.

Sometimes we kinda float through life thinking only of tomorrow…one day, I’ll be rich…one day I’ll get back in shape…one day I’ll paint the kitchen…one day I’ll help the homeless

…one day when the kids are grown

…one day when I have more time

…one day when we have more money

Our “one days” are determined by our TODAYS!

You and I are to live IN this moment FOR the future.

We can’t live FOR the moment because then we are too easily distracted and will mess up our future.

Each day we hold in our hands the “seeds” for tomorrow…but if we don’t kneel down, dig a hole and plant them, they will just remain seeds.

Even in the midst of a battle we must make tough decisions that will affect our future.

We seem to get so easily distracted…we make stupid decisions…we lose focus.

EX:  Tim in prison…we could have been out in just a year…but he got in a fight with someone because someone said something ugly to him…so now it tacked on 2 more years.

His prison stay got longer because he lost focus.

If you are going to make it through battles, you have to remember your focus.

If you are in a rough spot in your marriage…you have to remember that your goal is to build a strong marriage.

Don’t lost sight of this goal.

EX:  some couples in these situations shift their focus toward work…they spend hours at work cause it seems easier than dealing with their troubled marriage…the more time spent away from their husband, the more the marriage disintegrates.

If your having financial problems…that’s a battle you can sometimes win just by sticking to a budget!  Stay FOCUSED.  Stick to the budget.

Sometimes we make decisions based on our emotions…and that can lead to a serious mess.

Emotions can work for or against us.

We can’t be LED by them

We can’t pay our bills when we “feel” like it…we have to pay them when they are due.

We can’t show up for work just when we want to…we have to show up when we’re expected to.

We can’t just spend time with our kids or demonstrate love for our husband when it sounds like fun…we must do these things regardless.

Sometimes we lose our focus because we just have too much on our mind.

There are a lot of “good” things we might be able to do, but often “good” is the enemy of “best”

Sometimes we lost our focus because of temptation….we can be tempted by so many things…food, gossip…etc…

We can lose focus because of a series of disappointments…life is FULL of them…some us handle them better than others.

Warriors can’t focus on the disappointment, we have to keep our eyes fixed on where we want to go…

Sometimes we have to REfocus…think about all the great things in your life instead of what you may be lacking…SHIFT YOUR FOCUS

(EX:  a house…I don’t exactly have one right now, but I have amazingly awesome friends that we are staying with)

Me…me…me…me...me…..SHIFT YOUR FOCUS OFF OF YOURSELF!

Sometimes we can just lose focus when it comes to our destiny.

Occasionally we can lose focus because we are so pre-occupied with what we need that we have forgotten what God has done for us so far.

EX:  Jesus and His Disciples

One day the disciples were a little panicked because they had traveled to the other side of the sea and had forgotten to bring any bread…they were worried…….Jesus was like…”did I not just feed 5,000 people with 2 loaves and 5 fish with 12 baskets left over?”

Jesus wasn’t trying to embarrass them…He was sharpening their FOCUS…were they going to worry about the need before them and panic, or were they going to remember the provision Jesus had ALWAYS made for them?

(EX:  Jordan’s truck note…due…with us having no money…God sent the Scott’s, went to Baytown with only gas we had in the car…they collect an offering for us and they had no idea!, food pantry party  last year, the Condrey’s when we were at Community)

A warrior focuses on what she is going TO…not what she is going THROUGH

Christianity is a relay race.  There are legends of faith that have gone before us.  Centuries of “baton passing” have kept the faith alive.  Your lap is important, but truly its all about the baton…what are you passing off to the next generations??

There is a Scripture in Titus that challenges older women to assume responsibility for the younger women.

If there is anyone on the planet that is younger than you…then YOU are the older woman who is to assume responsibility…to equip, motivate, inspire, and train younger women

Warriors are continually looking for and training new recruits—

You maybe a single mom who raised godly children…I can guarantee you there is a single mom freaking out somewhere needing to know how you did it

Maybe you were in debt at one point in your life…maybe you were on food stamps but now you own your own house and have a savings account…I’m sure there is a younger woman in your world who is panicking because of her financial situation

Maybe you’ve been married for 2500 years…and your marriage is thriving…I bet there is a young women in your world who is considering a divorce…she needs to know what you know
Maybe you graduated from high school, went to college, and even got a master’s degree…right now, in your world, there is a young woman who is thinking of quitting school…she just doesn’t see the point…she needs to know what you know
Maybe you successfully went through puberty and menopause!...there is certainly a younger woman in your life who is in the middle of one or the other…she needs to know what you know

Maybe you were once overweight…

Maybe you were once in an abusive relationship…

Maybe you were once diagnosed with a sickness…but you are now healthy

The younger women in your world are waiting for the baton…PASS IT ON

A THOUGHT:  at any given moment, you are an older woman AND a younger woman.  You are being handed one baton and passing another off

When in younger woman mode…Humble yourself so you can learn and receive wisdom

When in older woman mode…your responsibility is to motivate, inspire, and train younger women

Hebrews challenges us to look away from all that will distract and keep looking to Jesus, who is the Leader and Source of our faith.

Jesus was able to endure the cross, not by focusing on the nails and betrayal, but by focusing on the joy before Him….the fact that He would ultimately be sitting at the right hand of the Father….and that once again, hurting people could have a loving relationship with their Creator.

He FOCUSED on the VICTORY, not the challenge.

Hebrews 12:1-2  (Amplified)  “1 Therefore then, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses [who have borne testimony to the Truth], let us strip off and throw aside every encumbrance (unnecessary weight) and that sin which so readily (deftly and cleverly) clings to and entangles us, and let us run with patient endurance and steady and active persistence the appointed course of the race that is set before us, 2 looking away [from all that will distract] to Jesus, Who is the Leader and the Source of our faith [giving the first incentive for our belief] and is also its Finisher [bringing it to maturity and perfection]. He, for the joy [of obtaining the prize] that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising and ignoring the shame, and is now seated at the right hand of the throne of God.

Let’s consider what David did when it appeared that absolutely everything was against him. 

 He was in such a terrible natural place that he was being threatened with death at the hands of those he had been leading. 

 What did he do in the midst of seemingly insurmountable odds? 

 According to 1 Samuel 30:6, he encouraged and strengthened himself in the Lord. 

 He reminded himself of all the Lord had done for him in the past, and all He had brought him through. 

 From there, he was able to remind himself that God was still on the throne and would bring him through again. 

 During all this reminding, however, he had to look away from all those things that would distract, and REFOCUS on the One Who provides, delivers, comforts, etc.  

As a result, he rose up once again to stand in the position the Lord had given him, leading the way and helping make the way for others to follow. 

  It is the same for us. 

 We must strengthen ourselves with His Word, reminding ourselves of Who He is and what He has done already, both for all mankind and for us, personally, getting our eyes off the circumstances and fixed, once again, on Jesus Christ. 

 By doing this, we throw off those spiritual hindrances, removing the obstacles from the course He has marked out for us and for others who come after us.  

When you find yourself needing to REFOCUS…remember this verse…speak it out loud…

Habakkuk 3:19  (Amplified)  “The Lord God is my Strength, my personal bravery, and my invincible army; He makes my feet like hinds' feet and will make me to walk [not to stand still in terror, but to walk] and make [spiritual] progress upon my high places [of trouble, suffering, or responsibility]!



God’s Word is true.  

No matter what it looks like, He has not and will not forsake you, for He loves you beyond all measure. 

 You may be going through one fiery ordeal after another, but, like the 

1 Peter 4 verse says, rejoice now so that you will be able to rejoice with triumph when Jesus comes back! 

 Throw off all those things that are hindering and entangling you in the spirit realm and fix your eyes on Jesus once again. 

 Keep on praying without ceasing and with a renewed sense of urgency for the salvation of the lost and the return of those who have wandered away as the day comes ever closer.  

Press on through. 

 Stand firm. 

 Don’t back down or back away.  

Push forward in the midst of every pressure that comes against you. 

 The Holy Spirit of God lives in you – the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead – and His enabling power equips and enables you to finish your race victoriously.

 Again I say, “Don’t quit!”

.  You or someone very close to you has dealt with illness; 

at least one loved one has passed away; 

there have been rips and tears within your family relationships; 

unexpected job loss or cutbacks have occurred; 

natural events such as tornadoes, floods, or hurricane have affected where you live; 

increase in financial pressure has been so rapid that you’ve had little opportunity to adjust for it. 

I am certain at least one thing has rocked your world just in the last few months. 

It can only be described as an increasing intensity of pressure against the body of Christ beyond what I have known before.  

 One of the main consequences of all these things is that we get distracted from continuing on the path God has created us for and created for us. 

Don’t quit!

1 Peter 4:12-13 (Amplified) “12 Beloved, do not be amazed and bewildered at the fiery ordeal which is taking place to test your quality, as though something strange (unusual and alien to you and your position) were befalling you.  13 But insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, rejoice, so that when His glory [full of radiance and splendor] is revealed, you may also rejoice with triumph [exultantly].”

The return of Jesus Christ is very soon, and we must be ready, remaining alert and awake to all that is going on in the spiritual realm, even while we take care of our responsibilities in the physical realm. 

 We are called to watch and pray, no matter how tough the times.

 This life and our prayers aren’t only to help us “hold on to the end.” 

 Other people, both the unsaved and the saved, need us to pray for them, whether we know them personally or not.  

We must remain completely involved to the end so that others can receive our Savior Jesus, as well.  

What we really face right now, regardless of the form it has taken, are the forces of darkness. 

 Every effort of our enemy is designed to distract and hinder us from staying vitally connected to our Source, Jesus Christ, by keeping us focused on our circumstances, and those of our friends and loved ones.

STAY FOCUSED…DON’T QUIT
Never Alone….Lesson 5

“Now, gather yourself in troops, O daughter of troops; a state of siege has been placed against us.”  Micah 5:1

MARY….Mary was only a teenager when she found out she was carrying the Son of God…lots of people didn’t believe her…she was ridiculed and scorned…she needed someone…someone who could relate…she went to see her cousin Elizabeth…thankfully Elizabeth did understand…now she didn’t feel so alone anymore…Mary learned that life is always better when done TOGETHER!

MOSES…as long as Moses held his hands toward heaven, Joshua and the army were victorious…but Moses was getting tired…he felt the burden of responsibility to keep his hands in the air…how was he going to do it?...wait…he was not alone…Aaron and Hur came to hold his arms up…TOGETHER they saw the children of Israel get victory

THE DISCIPLES…they had seen Jesus do miracles…He healed the lame…He opened blind eyes…now He told them to go and do the same…it was exciting…and it was scary…they had never done this by themselves..wait…they weren’t going alone…He sent them in pairs

TOGETHER

TOGETHER is a big deal to God

We have not been created to function at our best in isolation

We have been designed to function as a part of something bigger

We were created for a TEAM

FAMILY

COMMUNITY

Sometimes working as a team is not easy…people are weird…they can be hard to get along with…they don’t see things your way

BUT

God asks us to love each other and to work TOGETHER

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT DOING LIFE “TOGETHER”?

WHO ARE YOUR BATTLE PARTNERS?
Hebrews 3:13 says "But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "today" that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. "

We need faithful sisters in Christ who will help us. 

 I’ve been asking myself,

· Do I have people in my life who encourage me to stick diligently and passionately to my faith? 

· Are there individuals close to me who take the time to remind me of God’s plan with my life when I may be promoting my own? 

· Are there friends available to me who are willing to ask me the difficult questions - calling into question my motives and behavior when they are not as honoring to Christ and His cause as they could be? 

· Do I have close friends who remind me of Christ’s calling, His promises, His faithfulness to me, and the seriousness of what I would forfeit if I decided to give it all up? 

It may seem foreign to you to even consider having people THAT close to you.

In our “leave me alone” culture, we typically don’t WANT anyone to know our stuff or question our motives.

We like to think that we are adequate and mature enough to be the  queens of our own destiny (yes, even as Christians).

But here’s the rub - If we DON’T have enough close, questioning, encouraging friends in our lives, we are at risk.

We are putting ourselves in a place where we will be more prone to spiritual DECAY or even DEATH
When we are alone in this way, the way we view circumstances, the way we view our relationship to God, the way we view our decisions…is TOTALLY WARPED! 

This has prompted me to consider what “could” happen to me if we don’t have the right people around me to “encourage me daily” so that I’m not hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.

Why ?

Because sin is deceitful.

It’s tricky.

It’s powerfully able to convince even the strongest believer that its lies are actually truth and that it’s temporary benefits are eternal.

I need fellow Christians in my life who are able to come alongside me, stand outside the subjective fog of my perceptions, and speak God’s truth to me - again and again and again - as long as it’s called “today.”

My husband does this- but I need others who can be that kind of support and encouargement for me in addition to him.   

I need to be an encourager for others.

I’m praying for God to show me who those people are for my life, in this season.

What steps do YOU need to take?

Do you have people like this in your life already?
_________________________________________________

We have a mission to fulfill…so we better get good at working together

We each have different gifts, abilities, and talents in order to fulfill our purpose

“There are different ways of serving, and yet the same Lord is served”

1 Corinthians 12:5

Every single one of us plays a vital role.  Don’t ever let up.  Don’t every think your job is unimportant.

The Bible says that every man has a job to do and he must do it.

Every one of us is a vital link in the great chain

Some people can:

Sing…and touch heaven

Take pictures..that just wow you

Smile...even if the person they are smiling at keeps a grumpy face.

Can organize…a closet and your life

Cook…really good!

Teach

Counsel

Clean…and make the house of God…or your bedroom look amazing!.

1.  One KEY to this TOGETHER THING is found in 

                                                  PSALM 92:13

“Those who are planted in the house of God will flourish”

NOT those who show up occasionally

NOT those who attend

BUT those WHO ARE PLANTED

Whose roots go deep…who are serving and giving and contributing

Our lives are designed to flourish when we are planted in the local church

When your hurting…the house of God should be the first place we go 

We are to DWELL in the house of God

DWELL means to “do life”

We don’t just show up for mealtimes…we all have chores to do…we spend time together..we talk…we hug, laugh, cry…we get refreshed so that we can go out and face another day

The HOUSE OF GOD should be a place where real people with real lives and real problems can find real help as they worship a real God

The house of God should be the most energetic, creative, loving, awesome place on the earth…

YES…it is full of imperfect people…but it is the vehicle God uses to establish His kingdom of love on the earth

1 Timothy 3:15

“the church of the living God IS the pillar and foundation of the truth.”

2. Build great friendships with fellow warriors

Don’t live an isolated life

Draw on the strength of others…you will need them in your battles!

TOGETHER

We were meant to do life together

Doing life together takes WORK

LOTS OF WORK

It will take understanding differences…because we are different

The goal is to support each other in our differences

A real friend does her best to understand, listen and help you look for God in the middle of the battle that might be raging

Connect with the people that God has brought across your path…it may not be easy…just  do it

With a very definite purpose, God brings people into our life who are different from us…different strengths, different backgrounds, different personalities, different abilities

We get into trouble when we say we don’t need each other

Paul wrote to the Corinthians…1 Corinthians 12:14-24

“I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less.  A body isn’t just a single part blown up into something huge.  It’s all the different-but-similar parts arranged and functioning together.  If Foot said “I’m not elegant like Hand, embellished with rings; I guess I don’t belong to this body,” would that make it so?  If Ear said, “I’m not beautiful like Eye, limpid and expressive; I don’t deserve a place on the head,” would you want to remove it from the body?  If the body was all eye, how could it hear?  If all ear, how could it smell?  As it is, we see that God has carefully placed each part of the body right where He wanted it.”

YOU and I are each significant…BUT ONLY BECAUSE WE ARE A PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER!

Because we are all a little bit weird…because we all have imperfections…we will all need forgiveness…and to receive it, WE MUST GIVE IT

When Jacob was trying to get Esau’s forgiveness for “stealing” his birthright…he sent tons of gifts to him…hoping Esau would be happy to see him or at least not kill him…..

When Esau ran up and kissed him…they both wept…then Jacob said, upon encountering such forgiveness

“When I saw your face, it was as the face of God smiling on me.

Genesis 33:10

LET’s BE QUICK TO FORGIVE!!

It’s not always easy…just essential if we are going to fulfill our role as fellow warriors

“Keep on loving each other as brothers.   Hebrews 13:1

How do brothers love?

Sometimes they fight.

Still, brothers take care of each other.

So, if one needs something, the other will help.  

Or, if one is heading in a bad direction, the other will pull him back.

  Brothers also share good times together.

This is also true for all of us here.

  We are all sisters in Christ.  

We all have the same need for forgiveness.  

We all are redeemed by the blood of Christ and have the Holy Spirit to live in our hearts. 

 For this reason, everyday God wants us to love as brothers. 

 He wants us to accept one another wherever each is at.

  And then with patience and encouragement He wants us to help each other in living to God, which also includes just having fun together.

In Bible times all this was very important. 

 Every so often here and there, a persecution would pop up.

  Thankfully we’re not persecuted the way the first Christian were. 

 Yet our society is so corrupt, that we still need each other

 God wants us to help and support one another

, and He wants us to always remember that we are sisters in Christ.

WE WILL NOT WIN THE BATTLE ALONE

WE NEED to be surrounded by fellow warriors whose strengths will help bring victory

YOU ARE NEEDED

Hebrews 10: 23-25

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
…notice that this kind of gathering in smaller groups to encourage each other is increasingly urgent as the end of the times draws near. 

Verse 25 : “. . . not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”

Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:1, 

“In the last days there will come times of difficulty.” 

Times of stress and tremendous pressure and hardship and darkness and evil. 

It will not get easier to be a Christian.

And God is telling us what we will need to do to hold fast to our confession of hope (v. 23): 

Meet. Meet. Meet.

 And encourage one another.

 And stir each other up to love.

 Lone-ranger Christians will drop like flies in those days.

SUPER COOL EXAMPLE:

(sand-Hill Cranes)

Bruce Larson, in his book, Wind and Fire, points out some interesting facts about sand-hill cranes:

"These large birds, who fly great distances across continents in a "V" formation like geese, have three remarkable qualities. 

First, they rotate leadership. No one bird stays out in front all the time. 

Second, they choose leaders who can handle turbulence. 

And third, all during the time one bird is leading, the rest are honking their affirmation."

This is not a bad model for the church: we all should be honking encouragement to each other.

________________________________________________

Webster's Dictionary defines encourage "to inspire hope or to embolden." Wow! That sounds like more than just feeling good to me! 

And it sounds like it lasts longer than just a little while. 

"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ." (Galatians 6:2) 

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers." 

(Galatians 6:10) 


______________________________________________ 

Jesus did not just ask us to love one another with a sacrificial love,

 He commanded it.

 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this, all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." (John 13:34-45) 

Showing love for one another attracts the unsaved. (Acts 2:41-47) 

By showing love and concern, we help our sisters in Christ grow and mature. 

We can inspire hope in them to share the Good News about Jesus.

 At the same time, the world will see our love and concern toward one another. 

The world will be attracted by that love. 

When the unsaved see that Christ's love really does make a difference in a person's life, Christians are given the opportunity to witness to the unsaved about Jesus. 

Christians and the unsaved need the love and the forgiveness that only Christ can offer

Both need encouragement.

ENCOURAGE SOMEONE TODAY…

WE ARE NEVER ALONE
“Now, gather yourself in troops, O daughter of troops; a state of siege has been placed against us.”  Micah 5:1

“But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “today” that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin”  Hebrews 3:13

“There are different ways of serving, and yet the same Lord is served.”  1 Corinthians 12:5

“Those who are planted in the house of God will flourish.”  Psalm 92:13

“the church of the living God IS the pillar and foundation of the truth.”  1 Timothy 3:15

“I want you to think about how all this makes you MORE significant, not less.  A body isn’t just a single part blown up into something huge.  It’s all the different-but-similar parts arranged and functioning together.  If Foot said, “I’m not elegant like Hand, embellished with rings; I guess I don’t belong to this body,” would that make it so?  If Ear said, “I’m not beautiful like Eye, limpid and expressive; I don’t deserve a place on the head,” would you want to remove it from the body?  If the body was all eye, how could it hear?  If all ear, how could it smell?  As it is, we see that God has carefully placed each part of the body right where He wanted it.”  I Corinthians 12:14-24

“When I saw your face, it was as the face of God smiling on me.”  Genesis 33:10

“Keep on loving each other as brothers.”  Hebrews 13:1

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  Hebrews 10:23-25

“In the last days there will come times of difficulty.”  2 Timothy 3:1

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  Galatians 6:2

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:10

“A new command I give you:  Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you  must love one another.  By this, all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:34-35

Showing love for one another attracts the unsaved according to…Acts 2:41-47

Get Dressed!  Lesson 6

We’re on a battleship, not a cruise ship!

Both are vessels that float on water…but their purposes are very different

Sometimes we dress ourselves in sundresses and sandals (spiritually speaking) when we should be in camo and boots!

When we are in the middle of a battle, it is not the time to forget about our responsibilities, party with our girlfriends, or ignore our reality

It’s the time to get our gear on and prepare for battle

THINK ABOUT ESTHER:

Her uncle Mordecai had to appeal to her for her people, saying, “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.  And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?” Esther 4:13-14

Maybe she was having a “cruise ship” moment, and it took his reminder to bring her back to reality…back to the battle

God would never send us into battle without our armor on…

It is armor that we should be very familiar with

We shouldn’t have to wonder what it is, where it goes, what to do with it…it should be second nature to us

Paul wrote to us in Ephesians about the armor of God…

He writes from a JAIL in Rome

Paul urges us to put on the full armor of God so we can stand against the enemy’s schemes

We’re on a BATTLESHIP…not a CRUISE SHIP

THE HELMET OF SALVATION

The helmet is designed to guard our minds

In the midst of a battle, our mind must be protected

Most battles truly begin and end in the mind

The mind is the source for every action we take, every decision we make and every thought that we allow to linger

Every behavior we exhibit begins in our mind

The helmet of salvation guards our mind and gives us confidence in Christ…it reminds us that He is our Savior, Creator, King, Friend

THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS

It protects our vital organs…including our heart

If we are gonna win any battle, our spiritual heart has to be protected

Our heart has to be right with God

When we walk in the righteousness of God, it is a weapon of defense against all lies, plans and accusations of our enemy

Being right with God means knowing who we are…His beloved daughter!

Jesus put us in right standing with the Father…when we KNOW that, we can defeat the lies of the enemy

PROVERBS 4:23

The breastplate also enables us to carry ourselves with honor…to walk uprightly…to boldly take anything that comes our way

As warriors, we are to be people with honor and integrity…doing what is right…even if it is not always what we feel like doing…

EX: pursuing a relationship with a new friend…even if you are shy

Showing up on time fro your job…even if your boss isn’t there

Helping your husband find his keys (for the millionth time)

Eating a salad instead of a double cheeseburger

Telling the truth, when a lie seems easier

Making time to spend with God, even though there seems to be no time

The breastplate guards our heart…from which our life flows…

What’s flowing out of you?

BELT OF TRUTH

For the Roman soldier, the belt helped to hold the weapons that the soldier would need…it was tied so tightly that no matter how tough the battle was or how much the soldier moved…it stayed in place

The belt had to be in the right place so the soldier could have easy access to his weapons

TRUTH holds things in place for us…our ability to use our weapons…even our protection come s from having God’s truth as our belt

His truth must be our foundation if we are going to wage was against the enemy

How do you find truth?...at church…through people who speak life over us…through CD’s, books…THE BIBLE!

SHOES…THE GOSPEL OF PEACE

What is peace?....the freedom of the mind from annoyance, distraction, anxiety, or an obsession

A Roman soldiers shoes looked kinda like very spikey golf shoes…so he could have sure footing when going over rocky places

The peace of Christ gives us that same strong stance…it offers us the balance we need to walk over rough ground…which may be a bad spot in our marriage…a friendship that is on the rocks…a betrayal of someone we love

Our “shoes of peace” keep us stable


Warriors are stable…

We are not led by every passing emotion

Emotions can be extremely powerful…but they must yield to the submission of Christ

Just because we FEEL something does not mean we must act on it

A warrior is stable enough to be at peace in the storm…a warrior chick is not swayed by the emotion of the moment

Let HIS PEACE guide your every step

SHILED OF FAITH

A Roman soldiers shield was oblong, made of wood, covered with leather or metal

Arrows that were shot at them were covered in pitch and then caught on fire…so the Roman soldier soaked his shield in water to extinguish the fire 

Satan continues to shoot his fiery arrows at us…fear, doubt, guilt, shame, sickness, discouragement, hopelessness…..

The only way to extinguish them is with the shield of faith

Where are you placing your faith?  Do you believe no matter how fierce the battle, your heavenly Father is watching over you?

Ecclesiastes9:11 says that time and chance happen to us all…..maybe you have the death of a loved one…maybe your struggling with depression…

Those who put their faith in God make it to the promised land of healing

Rise up and refuse to accept anything less that what God has for you

Proverbs 24:16

Though a righteous woman falls seven times, she rises again

WHEN you fall on your face…RISE!

WHEN someone else knocks you on your butt, RISE

Habakkuk 2:4

“The just shall live by FAITH”

We rise by faith

Sometimes that’s all we have

Pick up your weapon…

God gave us a sword

Very cool

The Sword of the Spirit….The WORD of GOD

The sword that Roman soldiers used was about 18 inches long and sharp on both sides…

In Ephesians the Greek for “word” in the verse is RHEMA…Rhema implies an utterance, a spoken word.

In Hebrews, we are told that the Word of God is sharper than any two-edged sword…so let’s use it!!!

When the devil was trying to mess with Jesus in the wilderness…Jesus fought him by speaking the Word of God back to him

It is the spoken WORD that brings victory!

Every warrior needs a battle cry!

David had a battle cry when he faced Goliath…

1 Samuel 17:45-47

David answered, :You come at me with a sword and spear and battle-ax.  I COME AT YOU IN THE NAME OF THE GOD-OF-THE-ANGEL ARMIES, the God of Israel’s troops, whom you curse and mock.  This very day god is handing you over to me.  I’m about to kill you, cut off your head, and serve up your body and the bodies of your Philistine buddies to the crows and coyotes.  The whole earth will know that there’s an extraordinary God in Israel.  And everyone gathered here will learn that God doesn’t save by means of sword and spear.  THE BALLTE BELONGS TO GOD—HE’S HANDING YOU TO US ON A PLATTER!”

WOO! HOO!

What a battle cry!

You might be staring a Goliath in the face too…

But you must know that the battle belongs to God@

You must believe that God is who He says He is!

The Great I AM

He will do what he said He would do

The fight is not with your giant…it is with your mind

The fight is to believe the TRUTH

God will hand over your giant on a silver platter…if you will believe in His Word

We speak an average of 15,000 to 20,000 words a day….consider what you are saying with your words!

The power of life and death is in your tongue

You and I create an environment for good or evil with our words…we have to live in the world we create

It is tempting to use negative words to describe every situation we encounter…

“Can you believe my husband…”

“I’ll never be able to…”

STOP TALKING ABOUT YOUR PROBLEM and open your mouth about solutions!

Jesus said speak TO the problem

Don’t just think (or worry) about the problem and pray for it…SPEAK TO IT!!!

David spoke to his very big problem (Goliath) about his very big God

Words will make us or break us

Solomon warns us that “we can be snared by the words of our mouth”

Proverbs 6:2-3

Make sure your words are deliberate, thoughtful, and purposeful!

The enemy should not make you nervous…we were made to live in the offense, not defense…BOLDLY CONFESS THE WORD OF GOD

You have to PRACTICE to engage in this kind of battle…practice using your sword…practice until your sword feels like an extension of your arm…

Become familiar with God’s Word..so familiar that in the midst of your unseen battles you can readily speak it out

When you are under pressure…what you really believe about yourself, about life, and about God comes out…

So, when life seems to be falling apart…what comes out of you?

What happens when you are squeezed?

Do you immediately throw up your hands and say “I quit”

Do you huff and puff and say “This always happens to me”

Do you blame other people?

Do you take it out on the ones you love the most?

Do you hibernate?

Do you walk around all depressed?

The Word of God has got to become second nature to us …it must be our first response to everything if we are to win our battles

Have you ever noticed that battles don’t just come one at a time…

Have you noticed how lots of junk seems to happen all at the same time…

You get in a fight with your husband,

The kids are in trouble

Money is non-existent

BATTLE CRY SCRIPTURES

“He is the Lord, who heals me.” 

Exodus 15:26

“With long life He will satisfy me and show me His salvation.”  

Psalm 91:16 

“The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid.”

Psalm 118:6

“I will not be afraid of the terror of the night because I dwell in the secret place of the Most High.  A thousand may fall at my side, ten thousand at my right hand, but it will not come near me.”  

Psalm 91:5,7

“Weapons made to attack me won’t be successful.”

Isaiah 54:17

“I am the head and not the tail.”

Deuteronomy 28:13

“Because I tithe, the windows of heaven are open over my life, pouring out blessing.”

Malachi 3:10

“God will supply all my needs according to his riches in glory.”

  Philippians 4:19

“Jesus came so that I might have an abundant life…so thief, you cannot steal from me!”  John 10:10

“Marriage is honorable among all.”  Hebrews 13:4

“He is rejoicing with her, the wife of his youth.”  Proverbs 5:18

When you are feeling overwhelmed by all this sword waving…

2 Corinthians 12:9-10

Each time he said, “My grace is all you need.  My power works best in weakness.”  So now I am glad to boast about my weakness, so that the power of Christ can work through me.  That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ.  For when I am weak, than I am strong.

Paul sends the Ephesians off to battle with a challenge:

“This is no afternoon athletic contest” Ephesians 6:10

We have to dressed for battle…

Whatever the battle might be 

Lesson 7…Who’s The Boss

· The heaviness of responsibility was setting in with the sunset.  He was troubled.  Sorrowful to the point of death.  “Stay here with me,” He urged them. Agony swept through the lines on His face.  The lump in His throat was rising.  He made it a little farther and fell to His knees.  Was there another way?  Face to the ground, He begged, “Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as You will.”  He turned in the garden to draw strength from his brothers, His friends.  He found them sleeping…did they not know?  Could they not discern the time?  Did they not know the season?  
Could you not even keep watch with me one hour?”  He asked Peter.  “Watch and pray so that you may not fall into temptation,” He urged him again.  Again He walked away to talk to His God.  Face to the ground, sweating blood, He prayed again, “My Father, if it is not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may Your will be done.”  He heard noise on the horizon.  Voices of soldiers, chains rattling, torches blazing.  It was time.  Settled, He rose with confidence.  Though He knew the road ahead, He also knew He could trust the authority He had been given.  “Who is it that you want?” He asked the mob.  “Jesus of Nazareth.”  “I am He.”  His hour had come and He yielded all of Himself to the cause.  To you….me…..us.  We owe our eternity to this single act of surrender.

· Warriors understand authority

· A policeman has the authority to pull us over if we are speeding…but he has to choose to exercise that authority.

· He has authority….he just has to use it.

· So do we!

· We have not been sent to earth as warriors without authority!

· Because I belong to Jesus, I have been given authority…but I have to choose to exercise the authority that has been given to me….I can use it to fight my fight as the warrior I have been called to be…or I can lie down and be defeated…MY CHOICE

· SO what authority has been given to us?

· We have been given the authority to make choices according to Deuteronomy 30:19  “This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses.  Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.  For the Lord is your life…”

· Heaven and earth are witnesses to our choices.

· We are not puppets…we have free will…se we can make choices

· Good ones…bad ones…either

· This means that we can’t blame God for the consequences of our decisions—because we have been given the authority  to make them

· Our Commander has given us the authority to choose well….but if we choose to eat everything fried…we will be unwell….we can’t blame God for our sickness!

· If we choose not to discipline our children then we cannot blame God when they are out of control…we have been given the authority to make the choices surrounding how we raise our kids

· NOT TO CHOOSE is also a choice!

· The goal is to make the strongest and wisest choice in this moment…choices that move us forward…choices that produce the future we want…choices that positively impact those around us…CHOOSE WELL

· The great thing is that we are not our won.  Jesus said that as we step out, He steps out with us.  He is with us forever—to the very end of the age

AUTHORITY TO FORGIVE

· We have been given the authority to forgive according to Matthew 9:6…it was a big bother to the Pharisees when Jesus operated in forgiveness…because when He forgave…miracles happened.  (the paralyzed man stood up and walked)

· The Pharisees challenged whether He could truly forgive sins…you might get challenged too…by your EMOTIONS…because honestly…you may not FEEL like forgiving…

· What is your first thought when someone hurts you….maybe you hope lightening strikes their house…..

· Forgiveness is a decision of your will

· We do it because Jesus said that if I don’t forgive…then our sins won’t be forgiven….AND I WANT TO BE FORGIVEN!!!!

· If I don’t exercise forgiveness…there will be consequences……you will be dealing with strife, heaviness and a sense of oppression

· Sometimes forgiveness is a process…every day you have to wake up and choose to forgive that person who hurt you….

· Something interesting happens as you forgive… you will begin to feel compassion for that person

· Forgiveness will move from your head to your heart…peace will fill your life

· Remember hearing about the Amish school shootings a couple of years ago….within 48 hours, the Amish community went to the house of the murderers wife and children and extended forgiveness to them…the hurt was massive…but they didn’t want to balance hurt with hate…WOW!

· You and I have been given the authority to forgive…let’s use it!

AUTHORITY TO SOW

· We have been given the authority to sow according to

2 Corinthians 9:6 “Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.

· It’s a truly amazing gift

· If you don’t like your life right now…NO WORRIES…as Joann would say!  You can change it!

· All you have to do is sow different seeds. Your life right now is the result of seeds you have sown in the past

· It really isn’t that complicated….if we sow apple seeds…we get apple trees…if we sow love…we receive love…if we sow forgiveness...we receive forgiveness…if we give grace…we receive grace

· If would be silly if we thought we could get a peach tree from a grape seed…BUT THAT IS HOW MANY OF US LIVE OUR LIFE!

· You might realize that you have no great friends…maybe you’ve been so focused on what YOU need in a friend that you have stopped giving…..as soon as we stop giving…we stop receiving!

· Instead of getting frustrated at the life you might now have, take an honest look at the seeds you have been sowing!

· What you sow you WILL reap!  That’s how it works!

· AUTHORITY TO CONTROL YOUR THOUGHT LIFE

· We may not always be able to control the first thought that pops into our head…but we can control the second and third and fourth

· Do your thoughts line up with the truth?  Or has your imagination and fears had a field day!?

· EX:  maybe your friend gave you a funny look…so now your thoughts are going crazy…what’s up with her?  Who does she think she is?...blah…blah….blah

· Proverbs 23:7 “As a man thinks in his heart so he is”

· Our thoughts control our actions…so we must exercise authority and take control over our thought life

· We cannot dwell on what will not produce life…

· So many things that lead to our destruction begin with a THOUGHT

· FEAR…the fear that paralyzes, begins with a thought

· HATRED…that destroys, begins with a thought

· ANGER…that damages, begins with a thought

· APATHY…that defeats, begins with a thought

· PARANOIA…that devastates, begins with a thought

· PEACE…that clams, begins with a thought

· JOY…that brings victory, begins with a thought

· LOVE…that heals, begins with a thought

· KINDNESS…that changes lives, begins with a thought

UNDER AUTHORITY

· WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE AUTHORITY TO MANAGE OUR THOUGHTS…so use it!

· Not only do we HAVE authority, but we are also UNDER authority

· EX:  Jesus only did what the Father said…He was under authority

· He was UNDER authority…so therefore he HAD authority

· He had all the authority under heaven and on Earth…He had authority over sickness, disease and the demonic realm…because He was UNDER authority!

· But lots of us balk at authority…we WANT it…we just don’s want to be UNDER it….

· But to be entrusted with authority…we have to be UNDER authority

· From our earliest years we resist yielding to authority…..

· EX:  as parents of young children, we can see that it’s best for them not to just eat candy and sweets…we know if they run with scissors, they could get hurt…..does that mean that we are mean, controlling people just because we won’t let our children do these things?

· No….we love them and want the best for them

· God has given us a certain amount of wisdom to see the big picture

· Can you imagine a warrior questioning his commander about what he has said to do or where to go????

· I wonder if we have ever said similar things to God?  Don’t you think He sees the big picture!?  He is trying to get all of His warriors in place…and if He is going to be successful…then we need to follow His orders!

· BUT WHAT DOES THAT MEAN IN OUR LIFE?

· Sometimes we may not like who our commander is…and yet we are asked to yield to them

· EX:  your boss...may be a hard nose…you may know more than they do…but your job is to do the work your asked to do and do it well…

· When you understand the authority issue, it enables God to entrust you with authority

· He is looking for warriors who GET IT!

· Hebrews 13:17 says “obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep watch over us as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to us.”

· As a citizen of the United States…I am submitted to the government of our country and its president.  Do I necessarily agree with him and all of the decisions he makes?  NO, but I still submit to the POSITION of the presidency.  I pay taxes, I stop at red lights….

· Solomon, the wisest man on earth, said that “where there is no vision, no redemptive revelation of God, the people perish; but that she who keeps the law  is blessed, happy, fortunate and enviable.”  Proverbs 29:18

· What if David had not done what his dad asked him to when he asked him to take some sandwiches to his brothers on the front line of battle…what if he had said “I don’t feel like it”

· That’s what thousands of teen-aged boys might have said…but if he hadn’t done what his dad asked him to do…he might have missed his moment!

· God orchestrated the whole thing!  God was orchestrating David’s promotion…

· JUST WHAT MIGHT BE WAITING ON THE OTHER SIDE OF YOUR OBEDIENCE???!!

· Warriors are committed to fighting today’s battle

· Psalm 5:8 “Here I am…waiting for directions to get me safely through enemy lines.”

· Does that sound like any prayer you’ve prayed lately?

· God has an excellent long-range plan…but He doesn’t reveal it all to us at once…it’s mostly just what we have to NEXT…

· Don’t you think we should trust the Creator of the Universe with His creation!

· We WANT the whole plan…but we were actually made to have faith for…THIS DAY….THIS BATTLE

· Stress and fear come when we take our eyes off NOW…we’ve been created to have faith for this MOMENT…FOR NOW

· In the middle of the battle, we can’t see the whole battlefield…just today’s fight

· Anxiety comes from worrying about “what if”

· “What if’s” are not questions for this moment

· You don’t need to know all the answers to all of the “what if’s”

· All of the heroes of Hebrews chapter 11—Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joseph, Rahab…had NOW faith….they did not worry about what might come…they just had faith for the moment they were in

· The fight of faith is a day-to-day fight

· Ephesians 1:10  “don’t worry about tomorrow—each day has enough trouble of its own”

· TO have peace, you have to relinquish the need to understand the whole war…just focus on today

· Thank God that His mercy is new every morning…thank God that He directs the battle each day

· All we have to do is listen to His voice…listen for His direction!

· It’s hard to win a battle if you can’t communicate with the one who gives direction---with the one whose eyes can see the bigger picture!

· As a Christian…we need to get better and better at listening to the directions of our Father…He is clear in what He wants

· His Word shows us clearly what He requires

· Hearing His voice not only brings peace…but also wisdom!

· We can’t lead unless we listen!

· Leadership comes with responsibility…people are watching to see how you handle the battle…how you handle yours is how they will handle theirs…will you freak out?  Will you lose it?

· You have an OBLIGATION to remain faith filled…the only way you can do that is to look to your Commander

· Once you have listened to your Commander…then your task is to follow through…its now our responsibility…success or failure rests with us…

· We don’t point fingers…we don’t blame someone else…even if we might have been a victim of someone else’s cruelty…we accept the responsibility to change and overcome

· Warriors do not whine!

· Understanding authority is a display of GREAT FAITH…

· Matthew 8:8-10,13

· “The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.  But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.  I tell this one, “GO” and he goes; and that once “COME” and he comes.  I say to my servant, “DO THIS” and he does it.  When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following Him, “I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith.”  Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go.  It will be done just as you believed it would.”  And his servant was healed at that very hour.”

· Understanding authority is a display of GREAT FAITH

· As warriors we are to yield to authority…there are plenty of earthly examples we can yield to…as well as a heavenly one!

· As warriors, we must understand that if we are yielded to authority, then we have been given authority….

· If we are going to win the battles of our life, we must walk in the authority we have as children of the King

· So…WHO’S THE BOSS OF YOU??

…The History Behind our God-Given Authority 
· "It is possible to become discouraged by the size and sophistication of Satan's forces. However, God has established an even stronger army. It is us- every Christian; it is you. Maybe this totally freaks you out even more!!

· But there is hope. If we are not confident in God's army of Christians, if we are unsure of ourselves, it is because we do not yet know who we are, or in whose authority we operate.

· If I were to ask you if Christians had authority over the powers of darkness, you would probably say, 'Amen, brother!' But what would happen if you were suddenly confronted by a demonized person? You might call your pastor for help or someone else that you “feel” has authority.

·  We are not convinced we have authority. We know it mentally we're the first to say we do. But we cannot walk in spiritual authority because deep down, we doubt it. 

· Why? Because we have mistakenly confused our authority with our emotions.
What Authority Is Not
There are some days when we come out of church brimming with confidence. The teaching was great, the worship was wonderful, and we're ready to take on the devil. Two days later, we're wondering if we are saved.
·  We confuse our authority with our feelings.

· the basis of our authority is not personality or feelings. It is not the product of our maturity, or of how long we have been Christians. Every Christian needs to know the basis of his or her spiritual authority. 

· The enemy will do everything he can to keep us from becoming convinced of our authority. If he can make us think authority is a feeling, he can keep us from acting when we don't feel confident. We are no threat to Satan if we are uncertain. We will constantly waver unless we rely on the fact that we have authority. Perhaps Satan's greatest fear is that we will come into the assurance of our authority and walk in that assurance.
· the basis for our spiritual authority is a legal one.

· It is a legal reality that does not waver because of our unbelief, and is as real as any transaction. In fact, it's a legal arrangement much like marriage. When I ask people if they are married I never hear, "Well, I'm not sure. Sometimes I feel married, and sometimes I just don't know". They will always say, "Yes" or "No". If we are married, we are totally convinced of it at all times, and have a legal document to prove it. Feelings, thoughts, and personalities do not change the reality of that legal arrangement. Our spiritual authority is just as real and legal as marriage. It is not just a concept; it's an actual thing.

How We Lost It
In order to understand how authority works, we must go back to the beginning. When God made mankind in the Garden of Eden, He created him different from the animals. He gave man free will, as well as dominion or authority. All authority was in God's hands, but in the Garden a limited portion of that authority changed hands. God delegated some of His authority to man and He has never taken it back. This is why people are now doing all kinds of evil and God is not stopping them.
Some feel this transfer of authority has diminished God's authority or sovereignty. It has not. God had, God has, and God always will have all authority. He has total jurisdiction over everything. He is all-powerful, and rules without limit or question. God is able, however, to delegate portions of His authority.

EX:  Presidents of large corporations hire people and give them jobs as directors, managers, and supervisors. With each position comes a set of responsibilities and the authority to fulfill them. The authority is a portion of the president's. It is still under his control, but is delegated to various employees. Similarly, God has delegated authority to man, but still reigns over man.

Satan in the form of a serpent was in the Garden when God gave authority to man. Later the devil approached Eve. Why? Why did he go to such lengths to deceive her? He did so partly to get back at God- to hurt Him. But there was more. Adam and Eve had something of tremendous value to Satan. Satan wanted the authority God had given to man. Although he was on the planet, the devil did not have authority and jurisdiction over the planet. Satan realized that authority is a legally based reality, so he went to Eve and tempted her. What he was really saying was, "Why don't you sign over some of your authority to me?"

Satan knew that man could use or misuse the authority given to him. When man disobeyed God, Satan was able to usurp man's authority. Just as God transferred some of His authority to man, so man passed it on to Satan.
Yet Satan does not have complete authority. He cannot simply rule the world. He operates the same way today as he did in Eden, usurping what God has given man. Man gave his authority to Satan, but Satan can only use it through man. He can only influence the world to the degree that man chooses to sin and live in disobedience to God. This is what we might call the balance of power.
After man sinned in the Garden, God rebuked all parties involved and said, "And I (God) will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel" (Genesis 3:15).

God promised to bruise Satan's head- not directly, but through the seed of the woman. The seed of Satan would in turn bruise mankind's heel. This established the grounds for spiritual warfare. Satan is working through mankind to do his business on the planet. And God is working through mankind to defeat the enemy. This is what has been happening throughout history.
The Attack on Children 

Enmity means a barrier of contention or strife. The "seed of Satan" is that which Satan spawns. Since he cannot have children, his seed is that which he is able to bring forth in men. The seed of the woman is three things:

It is, first of all, all who are born from Eve- the human race. Satan's attack on the seed of the woman is seen primarily in his attack on all human children. It is easy to see throughout history and today that Satan zealously targets children, seeking their bondage and destruction. The enmity between children and the enemy is especially strong. Children are new and innocent, the "seed of woman". From the fires of Moloch in Old Testament times, where parents sacrificed newborn babies on the red-hot arms of idols; to present-day war atrocities, abortion, drug addiction, and child pornography; children are under direct attack from Satan.
Second and third, the "seed of the woman" refers to the children of Israel, and to the Lord Jesus Christ.

God proclaimed that the seed of Satan will bruise man's heel. If a man has a bruised heel, he will not be able to go as far or as fast as he might. The results of sin have bruised the heel of every man. Our hair falls out or becomes gray. We get wrinkles and lose our eyesight. Our strength wanes and our minds slow down. From the moment we are born, we head for the grave. Romans 5:12 says, "...Through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men...." This is our bruised heel.

Why Is the Old Testament So Violent? 

God also promised Satan that the seed of the woman would bruise his head. I think Satan was quite concerned with this promise of judgment. He began to keep his eyes open, looking for the seed. Sure enough, Eve brought forth "seed". She gave birth to two boys: Cain and Abel. As they grew, Satan was able to influence Cain, but saw that Abel was much like he knew God to be. Remembering that the seed would bruise his head, and perceiving a threat from the seed, perhaps Satan provoked Cain to slay Abel. But even that didn't stop God's plan. Eve gave birth to Seth, and eventually through Seth came the nation of Israel and ultimately, Jesus.

This is why there was so much fighting and violence in the Old Testament. From Adam and Eve, through Noah, Abraham, David, and Mary, God brought the seed of the woman onward, while Satan did all he could to destroy it.
So many Christians puzzle at the violence and the brutality of the Old Testament. Some even avoid it for fear it will cause them to doubt the loving-kindness of God, as shown through the New Testament. But we need to see that the battles of the Old Testament were for the preservation of the seed of the woman that would result in Jesus Christ.

A Battle for the Human Race

Throughout the Old Testament, Satan tried desperately to either destroy or corrupt the seed of the woman, which he knew was in the children of Israel. It seemed everybody was fighting Israel. Why would people like the Amalekites attempt to destroy Israel unless demonic forces incited them, hoping to destroy the seed of the woman? The battle to preserve the seed was a flesh and blood battle. Blood flowed and little mercy was shown for those who threatened the seed.

Those battles were physical and took place in the earthly realm, and yet Israel was also in the midst of spiritual warfare. The battle was physical because the seed of the woman was a physical seed that would bring a physical manifestation of God into the earth to die physically on a cross. In order for Satan to destroy the seed, it would take a physical victory. It was a battle which would determine whether or not the Messiah would come into the world. It was a battle for the salvation of the human race.

Why Did Babies Have to Be Killed?

Why did God have little babies killed? And why did He have Israel destroy one tribe and leave the next alone? Did God just have bad days- was He cruel one day and kind the next? Was He so angry and vengeful that He lost His composure? In answer, we have a number of choices: We can question the character of God, thinking Him to be cruel; we can ignore these things, refusing to ask questions and denying that we have doubts; or we can trust God's character, knowing that if He ordered entire tribes killed, He had good reasons. Because God is righteous in all His ways, and kind in all His deeds (Psalm 145:17), we know that even when He brought judgment, He had good purposes- life purposes.

The struggles in the Old Testament often had sexual implications. A large part of the heathen religions was sexual. For instance, sodomy, lesbianism, and bisexuality were not only encouraged, but commanded in rituals of worship to Ashere and Baal. Satan, knowing the weaknesses of men, enticed them to worship idols- worship that almost always included sexual activity. Using sexual enticement and perversion, Satan sought to corrupt the seed before it could bruise his head.
It is possible that this sexual activity also brought about a tremendous amount of venereal disease, which produced retardation, deformation, and even death. Unchecked, venereal diseases could wipe out an entire city. Could this have been why on occasion God ordered the total destruction of Israel's enemies? At times God commanded that every man, woman, and child, and even the livestock, be put to death.

A Radical Act of Mercy

God has always been kind and just. He wasn't mean in the Old Testament and kind in the New. He has never changed. I believe that on occasion, Israel was confronted by tribes riddled with disease. These tribes lived in total disobedience to God, worshiped the vilest of gods, and were being used by the devil to destroy Israel, perhaps even the entire human race. The only way to rid humanity of the threat and to protect the seed from corruption was for God to remove these tribes from the face of the earth. It was a radical act of mercy and love for the whole of mankind.
Although Satan's attempts to destroy and corrupt the seed did not work, there were a number of times in Israel's history where they succumbed. They often sinned, following after false gods, but there were always some who remained true, preserving the seed. Eventually, when the time was absolutely right, God fulfilled His promise. Galatians 4:4 says, "But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman" (the seed of the woman). When Satan failed to destroy the seed of the woman before the Messiah's birth, he redoubled his efforts to destroy the Christ child. He incited Herod to kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem under two years old (see Matthew 2). Thousands of infants were slaughtered- all in the attempt to destroy the seed. Joseph and Mary were forced to flee to Egypt to keep baby Jesus from certain death.

Jesus grew up in Nazareth, but we have little information about those years. We can be sure, however, that Satan sought His destruction, both physically and morally. The Bible does tell us in Hebrews 4:15 that Jesus was "tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin". It would seem that Satan continued his efforts to corrupt the seed. Jesus really was tempted. He didn't just go through the motions. As He grew up and entered adulthood, He was confronted with everything that is common to man. There is no temptation we have experienced that Jesus did not also experience. And yet, Jesus prevailed without sin.

The Bible tells us that Jesus went to be baptized by His cousin John in the waters of the Jordan River. When He was baptized, the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove came upon Him and a voice from heaven said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased". After thousands of years of battle, God proclaimed to the world that here stood the Son of God, the seed of the woman.

The Devil's Feverish Attempts 

Jesus went from the Jordan River into the wilderness to be tempted. For the first time in human form, and truly as the promised seed, Jesus stood before Lucifer, the fallen arch-angel, and probably a multitude of other demonic powers. What followed was not a ceremony, but a pitched, fevered battle. Satan exerted all the influence he could muster to corrupt the seed that would bruise his head.
Jesus submitted Himself to temptation. After fasting for 40 days, He was tempted to turn stones into bread. It was a temptation to use His spiritual power to feed Himself. Unfortunately, many try to use the miracle-working power of God for selfish purposes. But Jesus said no.
The second temptation was for Jesus to jump from a high place, knowing that God would stop His fall and protect Him. It would be a publicity stunt that would bring Him the attention of the world. Jesus' importance would be evidenced by the fact that He could even move the hand of God to protect Him. The crowds would come and Jesus would have His following that very day. It was an appeal to pride.
Some of us often do things to get attention. We'll promote ourselves to people, highlight our gifts and talents, and make lots of noise just to get a following. We often raise ourselves above the purposes of God and set out to prove our self-importance to the world. But Jesus said no to this. He would serve humanity by laying His life down, not by manipulation for the attention of man.
The third temptation was to gain authority. Satan offered Jesus the very authority he had stolen from men, if Jesus would worship him. Some contend that Satan was telling Jesus a lie. But it was true. It had to be true in order to be a temptation. As long as man lived in sin and selfishness, the authority was Satan's.
Satan's offer was a temptation for power, prominence, control, and governmental authority- without the suffering and shame of the Cross. Jesus said no. He was going to defeat the enemy, not through power, but through humility. The desire for power never accomplishes the purposes of God. The Church does not need power without humility. The Church should only use the power of God in the humility of Christ.

Throughout the three years of Jesus' ministry, the Bible records many attempts to kill Him. He escaped until His ministry was complete. At the right time, Jesus willingly handed Himself over to evil men to do with Him whatever their evil minds could devise. Jesus said in John 10:18 concerning His life, "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative".

Why Did Jesus Have to Suffer, Too?

Whatever could enter into the minds of men- the most evil, depraved, obscene, torturous crimes that hell could inspire- all such acts must have been done to Jesus. We have no idea of the pain and humiliation He suffered. In discussing the sufferings and death of Jesus, the Bible uses generalities: He was "despised", "rejected", "unjustly treated and accused", and "mocked and scourged". Why did God allow Jesus to go through these unspeakable sufferings before His death? Could it be that Jesus not only died for our sins, but as stated in the description of Jesus' atoning work, "the punishment that brought us peace was upon him" (Isaiah 53:5 NIV)? Jesus became an object of hate and rejection, suffering outrageous injustice, that we might have peace when we suffer the same. Just as we have by faith received forgiveness and cleansing from sin, so we need to believe that God will give us peace during our times of grief, humiliation, and betrayal.
Jesus suffered for us. Finally, He was nailed to a cross and, slowly and painfully, He died for our sins.
The Bible tells us that upon Jesus' death, He went to Hades. Opinions vary about Hades, but it seems evident that it consists of two sections. One section, called Paradise, is the place Jesus referred to when He told the thief on the cross beside Him, "Today you shall be with Me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43). It is the place where the spirits of the righteous await the Resurrection. The other part of Hades is the place where the spirits of the wicked wait. While in Hades, Jesus paid a visit to both sides. While in Paradise, He preached to the captives. These spirits were captive because Satan held the keys to sin and death, but they were not in torment. Ephesians 4:8 says, "When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives". 


The Legal Basis for Our Authority

Jesus also went to the other side of Hades, the domain of Satan. While there He established the legal basis for our authority. He stripped Satan of the authority he had stolen from man.

Colossians 2:15 reads, "When he had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him". Jesus now has the keys to death and Hades, and Satan is no longer legally in control.
Revelation 1:18 says, "I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades".

Jesus took from the devil the legal right to the balance of power on this planet.

This is why God had to become a man. 
He came primarily to atone for sin. Authority had been given to man in and through his free will. Man had then used that free will to give away his authority. 

Therefore, God had to either 
cancel man, 
cancel free will, or 
become a man Himself. 

He chose to become a man so that He could say no to temptation for 30 years as a man, reject the enemy in the wilderness as a man, and choose to lay His life down and give up His spirit as a man. He was willing to humble Himself to the point of death as a man so that as a man, He could qualify to take back what the first man chose to give away.
Jesus also established our authority, destroying the devil's works. First John 3:8 says, "The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil". The works of the devil are the "bruised heel of man", or the results of sin in the human situation. Disease, suffering, depression, ignorance, fear, broken hearts, wounded spirits, war, famine, and hatred- the sum of what Satan has been able to achieve in and through men. Jesus destroyed these works.

This is why Jesus spotlighted the portion of Isaiah concerning Himself: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor [those in need]. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are down-trodden, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord" (Luke 4:18-19). According to Acts 10:38, "You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him". Jesus healed, helped, delivered, and ministered to everyone He met who was oppressed by the powers of darkness.

By destroying the works of the devil on the Cross, He also enabled us to do the same- to reach out to the oppressed, the downtrodden, and the brokenhearted. Before ascending back to heaven, He gave us a mandate to reverse the works of the devil. Included in the Great Commission were the statements: "In My name they will cast out demons...they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover" (Mark 16:17-18). This is our stewardship of the authority Jesus retrieved on our behalf.
We've Changed Neighborhoods 

Our authority is not only based on what Jesus did to the devil, but on what He did for us. Colossians 1:13-14 tells us that God "delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins".

We need to recognize that no one has ever come to Christ without first of all being a child of the devil, living in the kingdom of darkness. We have all been there. Being a Christian is not just thinking new thoughts or acting new ways. It is not a product of our heritage. Christ didn't simply make good men better. Every Christian has packed his bags and taken up residence in a new place. We have been delivered from sin, selfishness, death, darkness, destruction, and ourselves. We have been delivered from a dominion of darkness and transplanted into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. Every day of our lives we should remind ourselves of our old neighbor-hood and thankfully remember who it was who delivered us.

We are presently in either one of two places. There is no middle ground. We are either in the kingdom of darkness or in the Kingdom of God's Son. Christians who have repented, who believe in Christ's atonement, are definitely in the Kingdom of God's Son. We need to reassure ourselves that our new home is in the kingdom of light, and never doubt it. Often subsequent work needs to take place in our lives. But the effectiveness of Christ's further work in us is based on our confidence that we have indeed been transferred.

Not only did Jesus deliver us, but He gives us power to live life He called us to live. We can consistently live through anything we might face by the power of God dwelling within us. First John 4:4 says, "Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world". Many Christians have never lived a minute of victory or peace since their salvation. They simply do not know that the same power that brought them out of sin can keep them through Mondays and Tuesdays. How are we going to take on principalities over nations if we can't be victorious through Tuesday?

Do we really know that greater is He who lives in us than who is in the world? I'm not sure many of us really believe this wonderful truth. I hear Christians grumble and complain about their situations. They believe they are victims of leadership, victims of unfair rules, victims of the church they attend, victims of their husbands, or victims of their children. But what they are really saying is, "Greater is he who is in the world and in all my circumstances than He who is in me!"

Christians are quite impressed with the works of the enemy in the world. One man told me, "I recently went to New York. You wouldn't believe the oppression there! I could feel the enemy all around me. I just had to get out of there". I've heard Christians argue about which place, country, or city was the darkest and most oppressive. Why are we so impressed with the oppression when there is something greater in us?

Jesus In Us Won't Shrivel before Satan 

We seem to think that Christians have a low threshold of tolerance to oppression. We are convinced that if a young Christian attends a secular college, he won't survive. It's true. He won't survive unless he truly believes that within every Christian is a power far greater than anything the world and the enemy can muster.

Do we really believe that Jesus and any one Christian are stronger than any force in the universe? Is there any place I can go where the forces around me are stronger than Jesus in me? What good is having Christ in me and His authority at my disposal if I can't handle my job, live in New York, witness in the red-light district of Amsterdam, walk in the slums of Bangkok, or sit in the home of a Hindu? Jesus in us does not shrivel up when confronted by oppression. There is no place, no circumstance, and no pressure in which Christians are not greater. This secular, humanistic, and even satanic society is less than that which is in every Christian.

Satan knows that if we can be kept from confidently believing in the authority God gives us, then we will be out of the race, sidelined by our doubts, fears, and weaknesses. We must know that the Spirit of the living God dwells in us. It is a reality that Satan's lies cannot change. But if we don't embrace the truth- that greater is He who is in me- then it might as well not be true. We will agree with Satan's lie, victims of our circumstances and the powers of darkness. Greater is He who is in us. This is either true or false. We must believe it. We must speak it out to the enemy. 

We must agree with God and with the truth. And we must live the life He has called us to live, knowing that He can and will maintain us.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, "For Thy sake we are being put to death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered". 
"But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For l am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord". Romans 8:35-39
Jesus Handed Back What We Had Given Away 

Jesus also gave us authority to exercise. Luke 10:19 reads, "Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you" (emphasis added). As individuals we have authority over all the combined powers of the enemy. This is an incredible, wondrous truth. Everything at Satan's disposal--every demon, every coven, every cult and religion, every work, and every influence--is subject to the authority given to us by Jesus.
When Jesus rose from the dead after ripping the usurped authority from Satan's hands, He did not immediately go to heaven. He stopped off to see the eleven remaining disciples. These very human, very weak men had fled, frightened out of their minds. Peter had denied even knowing Him. Unbelievably, Jesus sought out these men. Jesus did not rebuke them. He didn't say, "I told you so" to Peter. He affirmed them and did something quite amazing. He breathed on them, saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained" (John 20:22-23). Jesus handed to them the authority He had taken from Satan. The authority legally changed hands once more and belonged to man again.

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Ephesians 1:18-23 


Now It's Up to Us 

Man again has authority, based on what Christ did on the Cross and through His resurrection. Man can still employ Satan through selfishness and sin, but the balance of power on the earth rests with man in the name of Jesus Christ. The authority is complete in man as long as man is in relationship with God through Jesus Christ. With our authority comes the responsibility to use it for God's purposes. If we don't rebuke the devil, he will not be rebuked. If we don't drive him back, he will not leave. It is up to us. Satan knows of our authority, but hopes we will stay ignorant. We must be as convinced of our authority as the devil is.

We need to go ahead and exercise our authority in Jesus' name. For instance, the police in my town have been given legal authority by the city. It is authority which ordinary citizens do not have. They wear symbols of their authority; uniforms and badges. They have their authority all the time, even while cruising calmly down the road or while parked at a doughnut shop. Occasionally, however, they are called to the scene of a crime where they exercise their authority by apprehending an offender.

What if I were to arrive home and find people stealing my possessions. I call the police from my car phone and they rush over to my house. But to my surprise, they line up along the sidewalk and begin to sing about their authority, declaring it to one another. All the while, intruders finish cleaning out my house! This may seem ridiculous, yet that is often an accurate picture of what we do. We talk about our authority. We sing about it. We even proclaim it loudly. But we don't exercise it. We must recognize that there is a difference between having authority and exercising it.

Five Methods For Exercising Our Authority

1. The Name of Jesus as a Weapon 
We need a revelation of what happens among demonic powers when we speak the precious and powerful name of Jesus. It's not a magic word. We must be wholly submitted to Jesus to use it. But this name represents the same Jesus who made demons cry out in terror and beg for a trip into a herd of swine. The name of Jesus has been given to us by the resurrected Son Himself: "In My name they will cast out demons" (Mark 16:17, emphasis added). The name of Jesus carries with it all the victory of the Cross and the Resurrection. 

2. The Word of God in Warfare 

The second way to exercise authority is to use the word of God. "And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God" (Ephesians 6:17). The Word of God is not just a book. It is like a sword. It is sharp, two-edged, and has a genuine effect against the enemy. Jesus used the Word of God in the wilderness when dealing with Satan, and we too need to speak out Scripture, using it as a mighty weapon. 
3. The Power of the Holy Spirit 

The power of the Holy Spirit is an essential method for exercising our authority. When Jesus breathed on the disciples in John 20:22, saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit", this was the legal authority of the Spirit. He then told them to wait in Jerusalem until they received dunamis or "power". 
"You shall receive power (dunamis) when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). Dunamis is the ability to carry out authority. A policeman may have the city's authority to enforce the law. However, he also needs the muscle to carry out that authority. 

Jesus said in Matthew 12:28, "I cast out demons by the Spirit of God". Since He did it by the power of the Holy Spirit, then we also need to "pray at all times in the Spirit" (Ephesians 6:18) in order to drive back and break down the powers of the enemy. 

4. The Blood of Jesus 

The fourth way we exercise authority is to remind Satan of the blood of Jesus. "They overcame him [the devil] because of the blood of the Lamb" (Revelation 12:11). We remind Satan of his defeat at the Cross when the precious blood of Jesus was poured out to atone for sin, reversing the curse and the enemy's hold on mankind. The declaration of His blood seems to have a powerful effect on the enemy. It brings that defeat into each and every situation- freshly applying it for this time and place. There really is power in the blood. 

5. Telling the Truth 

The last method through which we can exercise our authority is the word of our testimony. Revelation 12:11 also speaks of overcoming the enemy by our testimony. This means a couple of things. First, it's a declaration of the great acts and character of God. The devil's purpose is to discredit God. He lies to us, telling us God doesn't exist, or that He isn't to be trusted. We defeat his lie by testifying of what God has spoken, how God has moved, what His real character is like, and what great things He has done for us. We proclaim the mighty heart and deeds of God. 
Another meaning of the word of our testimony is, to proclaim the truth about ourselves- both negative and positive. When we are honest and open, sharing what is truly in our hearts rather than pretending, we break through darkness into the light. We defeat the work of the enemy who can only function in the darkness of pretense, deception, and hypocrisy. We must always be open, proclaiming the truth, and sharing our hearts and our needs with one another. We must walk in the light. 

I've seen people set free and healed just by declaring what was really in their hearts. To stay in balance, however, the positive is equally important. We must proclaim the positive truth about ourselves: who we are in Christ. We can declare to the enemy all the truth of our lives in Him. We can proclaim, "I am washed by Jesus' blood. I am a new creature in Christ. I am acceptable to God as a bride. I am more than a conqueror". 
This testimony of truth is a mighty weapon. It will shatter the intimidation and accusations of the enemy, which constantly drain our confidence and keep us from exercising our authority. 

We must deal with the enemy. He is a defeated foe, but will successfully hold his ground until we exercise our God-given authority against Him." 

Our Throne Rights  

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" 
(Ephesians 6:12).

Enforcing Christ's Victory Over Satan 

"What is the exceeding greatness of his power to us- who believe...Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, ...and has put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body..." 
(Ephesians 1:19-23).

The Lord Jesus, risen and enthroned at God's right hand, rules "far above" any and every other force which seeks to control and govern this dark world. 

Through the exceeding riches of His grace toward us through Christ Jesus, God, the Father, "...hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places" 
(Ephesians 2:6) with our risen Lord. Therefore, every believer is elevated with Him to the right hand of God. In God's plan and purpose, this elevation took place at the resurrection of Jesus, through the believer's identification with Him.

For the Body of Christ to stand victoriously in this hour when satanic forces are united in full and deadly array against her, every believer must understand the necessity of accepting with Christ our place of spiritual authority. We must fearlessly bind the forces of darkness, enforcing the triumph of the Cross over them. It is absolutely essential that believers, in humility, giving honor to God, take their rightful seat in the heavenly places with Christ, far above all powers of the air, and from that seat hold them in subjection, through faith in the Name and authority of the Lord Jesus.

Every Believer's Place of Privilege and Authority
Jesus, Who has absolute command over the forces of evil, confers this authority upon His disciples, for He says. "Behold, I give you authority...over all the power of the enemy" 
(Luke 10:19).

The believer whose eyes have been opened and who understands his throne rights in Christ soon learns that the power he possesses in Christ is infinitely greater than that power which his enemies possess. The powers of evil are compelled to obey the believer as he boldly and in faith exerts his authority in Jesus' Name. Every demon from Hell is subject to the believer in Christ through His Name 
(Luke 10:17). They may not yield instant obedience, but the believer must speak the Word of authority and rule and over-rule against the evil forces of Satan wherever he sees them at work. The powers of darkness will bitterly oppose and resist their overthrow. They will attack with malignant hatred the believer who is enforcing the victory of the Cross over them.

The believer's refuge is under the Blood of Jesus where no force or power of the enemy can penetrate. The Cross has robbed Satan of his power. To overcome him, present the Blood on the face of every attack from the pit, whether the attack is upon your family, mind, soul, body, or circumstances. Satan is overcome by the Blood of the Lamb 
(Revelation 12:11). Bind him with the Blood, it takes away all of his authority and power.

The devil is a defeated foe. Christ overcame him on the Cross. On Calvary He triumphed over the powers of darkness. We have now but to enter into His victory by faith. We do not need to fight Satan but to hold over him the accomplished triumph of the Cross. The Blood of Jesus is God's provision for overcoming the enemy. The Blood of Jesus is the token of Christ's complete victory over Satan and his evil forces.

Challenge the Enemy 

The enemy's strategy is to entice the believer from his position of authority and get him angry, burdened, confused, depressed, or self-occupied. The Seat of Authority, far above the enemy, in union with Christ, is the believer's security. By faith ask God to cover every part of your conscious and sub-conscious being with the Blood of Jesus. Then say aloud, "The Blood of Jesus protects every part of me and destroys the power of the devil." A definite stand in the authority of the Lord must be taken. Absolutely refuse to give place to the devil in whatever form he manifests himself, in your home, or in your body, mind, or spirit.

Give No Place To the Devil 

Anything that takes us from an attitude of worship, peace, joy, and consciousness of God's presence has a satanic source. Whenever the powers of darkness come anywhere near the borders of your home or church or personal life, in the Name and authority of Jesus Christ they must be challenged. Say out loud, "This is the devil, and I now resist him in the Name and power of the Lord Who conquered him on Calvary."

Troubles arise in families, among friends, in church. But behind all strife, conflict, misunderstanding, and confusion is Satan. To break his power, use every weapon you know by appealing to God on the grounds of Calvary and calling down God's judgment upon the adversary 
(Luke 18: 7-8). The devil will only let go of his hold on men when compelled. And to us is entrusted the power to resist the devil.

"Neither give place to the devil" is a commandment of God. In the Name of the Lord and by His authority we can say "The prince of this world now cast down." We are to live Ephesians chapter Six and obey God's commandments to "Be Strong," "Put on the Whole Armor," "Wrestle," "Stand," "Withstand," "Overcome," "Take the Sword."

Boldly Claim the Victory of Calvary 

God has given us power to tread down the power of the enemy 
(Matthew 18:18-20). God has committed to every believer the responsibility of displacing the devil. The devil has no right to any place in any life or any church. We alone are to blame if he continues in power. Christ, through His death, rendered the devil powerless to withstand the believer who will, by faith and obedience, take the authority over the devil given to us by Christ, and use it. The devil now has no power except what we allow him.

It is our duty to oppose the devil every place we find him at work. To leave him unchallenged is to rob Jesus of the triumph of the Cross. The Lord says if we resist the devil he will flee, and it is true! He flees as God said he would when we put up a steadfast resistance to him.

Enforcing the Redemptive Rights of This Dispensation 

In these perilous days, the powers of darkness, conscious of their impending overthrow, are fiercely resisting on all fronts. The way to have the authority of Christ is to make Him Lord of our lives, and only to the extent that we do make Him Lord, are we able by faith to enter into the victory over the devil which He has obtained for us."

Using Your God-given Authority
Chapter 8 out of the book titled 

Spiritual Warfare 

by Dean Sherman 
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"It is possible to become discouraged by the size and sophistication of Satan's forces. However, God has established an even stronger army. It is us- every Christian; it is you. Maybe this leaves you even more disheartened! But there is hope. If we are not confident in God's army of Christians, if we are unsure of ourselves, it is because we do not yet know who we are, or in whose authority we operate. 

If I were to ask you if Christians had authority over the powers of darkness, you would probably say, 'Amen, brother!' But what would happen if you were suddenly confronted by a demonized person? You might call your pastor for help, and he might in turn call another pastor! We are not convinced we have authority. We know it mentally we're the first to say we do. But we cannot walk in spiritual authority because deep down, we doubt it. Why? Because we have mistakenly confused our authority with our emotions. 

What Authoity Is Not

There are some days when we come out of church brimming with confidence. The teaching was great, the worship was wonderful, and we're ready to take on the devil. Two days later, we're wondering if we are saved. We confuse our authority with our feelings. 

Some think of authority as a personality type. We speak of someone as a "man of authority". What we are really saying is that the man has the kind of personality we associate with authority. Perhaps he's tall, has a deep voice, knits his brow, clenches his fist, and talks firmly. Shy and retiring types say, "Well, I'm not the authoritative type". But the basis of our authority is not personality or feelings. It is not the product of our maturity, or of how long we have been Christians. Every Christian needs to know the basis of his or her spiritual authority. 
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The enemy will do everything he can to keep us from becoming convinced of our authority. If he can make us think authority is a feeling, he can keep us from acting when we don't feel confident. We are no threat to Satan if we are uncertain. We will constantly waver unless we rely on the fact that we have authority. Perhaps Satan's greatest fear is that we will come into the assurance of our authority and walk in that assurance. 

In this chapter we will see that the basis for our spiritual authority is a legal one. It is a legal reality that does not waver because of our unbelief, and is as real as any transaction. In fact, it's a legal arrangement much like marriage. When I ask people if they are married I never hear, "Well, I'm not sure. Sometimes I feel married, and sometimes I just don't know". They will always say, "Yes" or "No". If we are married, we are totally convinced of it at all times, and have a legal document to prove it. Feelings, thoughts, and personalities do not change the reality of that legal arrangement. Our spiritual authority is just as real and legal as marriage. It is not just a concept; it's an actual thing. 

How We Lost It


In order to understand how authority works, we must go back to the beginning. When God made mankind in the Garden of Eden, He created him different from the animals. He gave man free will, as well as dominion or authority. All authority was in God's hands, but in the Garden a limited portion of that authority changed hands. God delegated some of His authority to man and He has never taken it back. This is why people are now doing all kinds of evil and God is not stopping them. 
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Some feel this transfer of authority has diminished God's authority or sovereignty. It has not. God had, God has, and God always will have all authority. He has total jurisdiction over everything. He is all-powerful, and rules without limit or question. God is able, however, to delegate portions of His authority. 

Presidents of large corporations hire people and give them jobs as directors, managers, and supervisors. With each position comes a set of responsibilities and the authority to fulfill them. The authority is a portion of the president's. It is still under his control, but is delegated to various employees. Similarly, God has delegated authority to man, but still reigns over man. 

Satan in the form of a serpent was in the Garden when God gave authority to man. Later the devil approached Eve. Why? Why did he go to such lengths to deceive her? He did so partly to get back at God- to hurt Him. But there was more. Adam and Eve had something of tremendous value to Satan. Satan wanted the authority God had given to man. Although he was on the planet, the devil did not have authority and jurisdiction over the planet. Satan realized that authority is a legally based reality, so he went to Eve and tempted her. What he was really saying was, "Why don't you sign over some of your authority to me?" 

Satan knew that man could use or misuse the authority given to him. When man disobeyed God, Satan was able to usurp man's authority. Just as God transferred some of His authority to man, so man passed it on to Satan. 

Yet Satan does not have complete authority. He cannot simply rule the world. He operates the same way today as he did in Eden, usurping what God has given man. Man gave his authority to Satan, but Satan can only use it through man. He can only influence the world to the degree that man chooses to sin and live in disobedience to God. This is what we might call the balance of power. 
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After man sinned in the Garden, God rebuked all parties involved and said, "And I (God) will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the heel" (Genesis 3:15). 

God promised to bruise Satan's head- not directly, but through the seed of the woman. The seed of Satan would in turn bruise mankind's heel. This established the grounds for spiritual warfare. Satan is working through mankind to do his business on the planet. And God is working through mankind to defeat the enemy. This is what has been happening throughout history. 

The Attack on Children 

Enmity means a barrier of contention or strife. The "seed of Satan" is that which Satan spawns. Since he cannot have children, his seed is that which he is able to bring forth in men. The seed of the woman is three things: 

It is, first of all, all who are born from Eve- the human race. Satan's attack on the seed of the woman is seen primarily in his attack on all human children. It is easy to see throughout history and today that Satan zealously targets children, seeking their bondage and destruction. The enmity between children and the enemy is especially strong. Children are new and innocent, the "seed of woman". From the fires of Moloch in Old Testament times, where parents sacrificed newborn babies on the red-hot arms of idols; to present-day war atrocities, abortion, drug addiction, and child pornography; children are under direct attack from Satan. 

Second and third, the "seed of the woman" refers to the children of Israel, and to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

God proclaimed that the seed of Satan will bruise man's heel. If a man has a bruised heel, he will not be able to go as far or as fast as he might. The results of sin have bruised the heel of every man. Our hair falls out or becomes gray. We get wrinkles and lose our eyesight. Our strength wanes and our minds slow down. From the moment we are born, we head for the grave. Romans 5:12 says, "...Through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men...." This is our bruised heel. 
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Why Is`the Old Testament So Violent? 

God also promised Satan that the seed of the woman would bruise his head. I think Satan was quite concerned with this promise of judgment. He began to keep his eyes open, looking for the seed. Sure enough, Eve brought forth "seed". She gave birth to two boys: Cain and Abel. As they grew, Satan was able to influence Cain, but saw that Abel was much like he knew God to be. Remembering that the seed would bruise his head, and perceiving a threat from the seed, perhaps Satan provoked Cain to slay Abel. But even that didn't stop God's plan. Eve gave birth to Seth, and eventually through Seth came the nation of Israel and ultimately, Jesus.

This is why there was so much fighting and violence in the Old Testament. From Adam and Eve, through Noah, Abraham, David, and Mary, God brought the seed of the woman onward, while Satan did all he could to destroy it. 

So many Christians puzzle at the violence and the brutality of the Old Testament. Some even avoid it for fear it will cause them to doubt the lovingkindness of God, as shown through the New Testament. But we need to see that the battles of the Old Testament were for the preservation of the seed of the woman that would result in Jesus Christ. 

 Battle for the Human Race

Throughout the Old Testament, Satan tried desperately to either destroy or corrupt the seed of the woman, which he knew was in the children of Israel. It seemed everybody was fighting Israel. Why would people like the Amalekites attempt to destroy Israel unless demonic forces incited them, hoping to destroy the seed of the woman? The battle to preserve the seed was a flesh and blood battle. Blood flowed and little mercy was shown for those who threatened the seed. 
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Those battles were physical and took place in the earthly realm, and yet Israel was also in the midst of spiritual warfare. The battle was physical because the seed of the woman was a physical seed that would bring a physical manifestation of God into the earth to die physically on a cross. In order for Satan to destroy the seed, it would take a physical victory. It was a battle which would determine whether or not the Messiah would come into the world. It was a battle for the salvation of the human race. 

Why Did Babies Have to Be Killed?

Why did God have little babies killed? And why did He have Israel destroy one tribe and leave the next alone? Did God just have bad days- was He cruel one day and kind the next? Was He so angry and vengeful that He lost His composure? In answer, we have a number of choices: We can question the character of God, thinking Him to be cruel; we can ignore these things, refusing to ask questions and denying that we have doubts; or we can trust God's character, knowing that if He ordered entire tribes killed, He had good reasons. Because God is righteous in all His ways, and kind in all His deeds (Psalm 145:17), we know that even when He brought judgment, He had good purposes- life purposes. 

The struggles in the Old Testament often had sexual implications. A large part of the heathen religions was sexual. For instance, sodomy, lesbianism, and bisexuality were not only encouraged, but commanded in rituals of worship to Ashere and Baal. Satan, knowing the weaknesses of men, enticed them to worship idols- worship that almost always included sexual activity. Using sexual enticement and perversion, Satan sought to corrupt the seed before it could bruise his head. 
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It is possible that this sexual activity also brought about a tremendous amount of venereal disease, which produced retardation, deformation, and even death. Unchecked, venereal diseases could wipe out an entire city. Could this have been why on occasion God ordered the total destruction of Israel's enemies? At times God commanded that every man, woman, and child, and even the livestock, be put to death. 

A Radical Act of Mercy

God has always been kind and just. He wasn't mean in the Old Testament and kind in the New. He has never changed. I believe that on occasion, Israel was confronted by tribes riddled with disease. These tribes lived in total disobedience to God, worshiped the vilest of gods, and were being used by the devil to destroy Israel, perhaps even the entire human race. The only way to rid humanity of the threat and to protect the seed from corruption was for God to remove these tribes from the face of the earth. It was a radical act of mercy and love for the whole of mankind. 

Although Satan's attempts to destroy and corrupt the seed did not work, there were a number of times in Israel's history where they succumbed. They often sinned, following after false gods, but there were always some who remained true, preserving the seed. Eventually, when the time was absolutely right, God fulfilled His promise. Galatians 4:4 says, "But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman" (the seed of the woman). When Satan failed to destroy the seed of the woman before the Messiah's birth, he redoubled his efforts to destroy the Christ child. He incited Herod to kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem under two years old (see Matthew 2). Thousands of infants were slaughtered- all in the attempt to destroy the seed. Joseph and Mary were forced to flee to Egypt to keep baby Jesus from certain death. 

page 124

Jesus grew up in Nazareth, but we have little information about those years. We can be sure, however, that Satan sought His destruction, both physically and morally. The Bible does tell us in Hebrews 4:15 that Jesus was "tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin". It would seem that Satan continued his efforts to corrupt the seed. Jesus really was tempted. He didn't just go through the motions. As He grew up and entered adulthood, He was confronted with everything that is common to man. There is no temptation we have experienced that Jesus did not also experience. And yet, Jesus prevailed without sin. 

The Bible tells us that Jesus went to be baptized by His cousin John in the waters of the Jordan River. When He was baptized, the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove came upon Him and a voice from heaven said, "This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased". After thousands of years of battle, God proclaimed to the world that here stood the Son of God, the seed of the woman. 

The Devil's Feverish Attempts 

Jesus went from the Jordan River into the wilderness to be tempted. For the first time in human form, and truly as the promised seed, Jesus stood before Lucifer, the fallen arch-angel, and probably a multitude of other demonic powers. What followed was not a ceremony, but a pitched, fevered battle. Satan exerted all the influence he could muster to corrupt the seed that would bruise his head. 

Jesus submitted Himself to temptation. After fasting for 40 days, He was tempted to turn stones into bread. It was a temptation to use His spiritual power to feed Himself. Unfortunately, many try to use the miracle-working power of God for selfish purposes. But Jesus said no. 
The second temptation was for Jesus to jump from a high place, knowing that God would stop His fall and protect Him. It would be a publicity stunt that would bring Him the attention of the world. Jesus' importance would be evidenced by the fact that He could even move the hand of God to protect Him. The crowds would come and Jesus would have His following that very day. It was an appeal to pride. 

Some of us often do things to get attention. We'll promote ourselves to people, highlight our gifts and talents, and make lots of noise just to get a following. We often raise ourselves above the purposes of God and set out to prove our self-importance to the world. But Jesus said no to this. He would serve humanity by laying His life down, not by manipulation for the attention of man. 
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The third temptation was to gain authority. Satan offered Jesus the very authority he had stolen from men, if Jesus would worship him. Some contend that Satan was telling Jesus a lie. But it was true. It had to be true in order to be a temptation. As long as man lived in sin and selfishness, the authority was Satan's. 

Satan's offer was a temptation for power, prominence, control, and governmental authority- without the suffering and shame of the Cross. Jesus said no. He was going to defeat the enemy, not through power, but through humility. The desire for power never accomplishes the purposes of God. The Church does not need power without humility. The Church should only use the power of God in the humility of Christ. 

Throughout the three years of Jesus' ministry, the Bible records many attempts to kill Him. He escaped until His ministry was complete. At the right time, Jesus willingly handed Himself over to evil men to do with Him whatever their evil minds could devise. Jesus said in John 10:18 concerning His life, "No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative". 

Why Did Jesus Have to Suffer, Too?

Whatever could enter into the minds of men- the most evil, depraved, obscene, torturous crimes that hell could inspire- all such acts must have been done to Jesus. We have no idea of the pain and humiliation He suffered. In discussing the sufferings and death of Jesus, the Bible uses generalities: He was "despised", "rejected", "unjustly treated and accused", and "mocked and scourged". Why did God allow Jesus to go through these unspeakable sufferings before His death? Could it be that Jesus not only died for our sins, but as stated in the description of Jesus' atoning work, "the punishment that brought us peace was upon him" (Isaiah 53:5 NIV)? Jesus became an object of hate and rejection, suffering outrageous injustice, that we might have peace when we suffer the same. Just as we have by faith received forgiveness and cleansing from sin, so we need to believe that God will give us peace during our times of grief, humiliation, and betrayal. 

Jesus suffered for us. Finally, He was nailed to a cross and, slowly and painfully, He died for our sins. 
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The Bible tells us that upon Jesus' death, He went to Hades. Opinions vary about Hades, but it seems evident that it consists of two sections. One section, called Paradise, is the place Jesus referred to when He told the thief on the cross beside Him, "Today you shall be with Me in Paradise" (Luke 23:43). It is the place where the spirits of the righteous await the Resurrection. The other part of Hades is the place where the spirits of the wicked wait. While in Hades, Jesus paid a visit to both sides. While in Paradise, He preached to the captives. These spirits were captive because Satan held the keys to sin and death, but they were not in torment. Ephesians 4:8 says, "When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives". 
[image: image1.png]



The Legal Basis for Our Authority

Jesus also went to the other side of Hades, the domain of Satan. While there He established the legal basis for our authority. He stripped Satan of the authority he had stolen from man. 

Colossians 2:15 reads, "When he had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him". Jesus now has the keys to death and Hades, and Satan is no longer legally in control. 

Revelation 1:18 says, "I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades". 

Jesus took from the devil the legal right to the balance of power on this planet. 

This is why God had to become a man. 
He came primarily to atone for sin. Authority had been given to man in and through his free will. Man had then used that free will to give away his authority. Therefore, God had to either 
cancel man, 
cancel free will, or 
become a man Himself. 
He chose to become a man so that He could say no to temptation for 30 years as a man, reject the enemy in the wilderness as a man, and choose to lay His life down and give up His spirit as a man. He was willing to humble Himself to the point of death as a man so that as a man, He could qualify to take back what the first man chose to give away. 
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Jesus also established our authority, destroying the devil's works. First John 3:8 says, "The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil". The works of the devil are the "bruised heel of man", or the results of sin in the human situation. Disease, suffering, depression, ignorance, fear, broken hearts, wounded spirits, war, famine, and hatred- the sum of what Satan has been able to achieve in and through men. Jesus destroyed these works. 

This is why Jesus spotlighted the portion of Isaiah concerning Himself: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor [those in need]. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to set free those who are down-trodden, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord" (Luke 4:18-19). According to Acts 10:38, "You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the devil; for God was with Him". Jesus healed, helped, delivered, and ministered to everyone He met who was oppressed by the powers of darkness. 

By destroying the works of the devil on the Cross, He also enabled us to do the same- to reach out to the oppressed, the downtrodden, and the brokenhearted. Before ascending back to heaven, He gave us a mandate to reverse the works of the devil. Included in the Great Commission were the statements: "In My name they will cast out demons...they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover" (Mark 16:17-18). This is our stewardship of the authority Jesus retrieved on our behalf. 
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We've Changed Neighborhoods 

Our authority is not only based on what Jesus did to the devil, but on what He did for us. Colossians 1:13-14 tells us that God "delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins". 

We need to recognize that no one has ever come to Christ without first of all being a child of the devil, living in the kingdom of darkness. We have all been there. Being a Christian is not just thinking new thoughts or acting new ways. It is not a product of our heritage. Christ didn't simply make good men better. Every Christian has packed his bags and taken up residence in a new place. We have been delivered from sin, selfishness, death, darkness, destruction, and ourselves. We have been delivered from a dominion of darkness and transplanted into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. Every day of our lives we should remind ourselves of our old neighbor-hood and thankfully remember who it was who delivered us. 

We are presently in either one of two places. There is no middle ground. We are either in the kingdom of darkness or in the Kingdom of God's Son. Christians who have repented, who believe in Christ's atonement, are definitely in the Kingdom of God's Son. We need to reassure ourselves that our new home is in the kingdom of light, and never doubt it. Often subsequent work needs to take place in our lives. But the effectiveness of Christ's further work in us is based on our confidence that we have indeed been transferred. 

Not only did Jesus deliver us, but He gives us power to live life He called us to live. We can consistently live through anything we might face by the power of God dwelling within us. First John 4:4 says, "Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world". Many Christians have never lived a minute of victory or peace since their salvation. They simply do not know that the same power that brought them out of sin can keep them through Mondays and Tuesdays. How are we going to take on principalities over nations if we can't be victorious through Tuesday? 

Do we really know that greater is He who lives in us than who is in the world? I'm not sure many of us really believe this wonderful truth. I hear Christians grumble and complain about their situations. They believe they are victims of leadership, victims of unfair rules, victims of the church they attend, victims of their husbands, or victims of their children. But what they are really saying is, "Greater is he who is in the world and in all my circumstances than He who is in me!" 
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Christians are quite impressed with the works of the enemy in the world. One man told me, "I recently went to New York. You wouldn't believe the oppression there! I could feel the enemy all around me. I just had to get out of there". I've heard Christians argue about which place, country, or city was the darkest and most oppressive. Why are we so impressed with the oppression when there is something greater in us? 

	Avoid compromises-
never give Satan an inch


Jesus In Us Won't Shrivel before Satan 

We seem to think that Christians have a low threshold of tolerance to oppression. We are convinced that if a young Christian attends a secular college, he won't survive. It's true. He won't survive unless he truly believes that within every Christian is a power far greater than anything the world and the enemy can muster. 

Do we really believe that Jesus and any one Christian are stronger than any force in the universe? Is there any place I can go where the forces around me are stronger than Jesus in me? What good is having Christ in me and His authority at my disposal if I can't handle my job, live in New York, witness in the red-light district of Amsterdam, walk in the slums of Bangkok, or sit in the home of a Hindu? Jesus in us does not shrivel up when confronted by oppression. There is no place, no circumstance, and no pressure in which Christians are not greater. This secular, humanistic, and even satanic society is less than that which is in every Christian. 

Satan knows that if we can be kept from confidently believing in the authority God gives us, then we will be out of the race, sidelined by our doubts, fears, and weaknesses. We must know that the Spirit of the living God dwells in us. It is a reality that Satan's lies cannot change. But if we don't embrace the truth- that greater is He who is in me- then it might as well not be true. We will agree with Satan's lie, victims of our circumstances and the powers of darkness. Greater is He who is in us. This is either true or false. We must believe it. We must speak it out to the enemy. We must agree with God and with the truth. And we must live the life He has called us to live, knowing that He can and will maintain us. 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written, "For Thy sake we are being put to death all day long; we were considered as sheep to be slaughtered". 
"But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through Him who loved us. For l am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord". Romans 8:35-39 
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Jesus Handed Back What We Had Given Away 

Jesus also gave us authority to exercise. Luke 10:19 reads, "Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall injure you" (emphasis added). As individuals we have authority over all the combined powers of the enemy. This is an incredible, wondrous truth. Everything at Satan's disposal--every demon, every coven, every cult and religion, every work, and every influence--is subject to the authority given to us by Jesus. 

When Jesus rose from the dead after ripping the usurped authority from Satan's hands, He did not immediately go to heaven. He stopped off to see the eleven remaining disciples. These very human, very weak men had fled, frightened out of their minds. Peter had denied even knowing Him. Unbelievably, Jesus sought out these men. Jesus did not rebuke them. He didn't say, "I told you so" to Peter. He affirmed them and did something quite amazing. He breathed on them, saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they have been retained" (John 20:22-23). Jesus handed to them the authority He had taken from Satan. The authority legally changed hands once more and belonged to man again. 
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I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to come. And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. Ephesians 1:18-23 


Now It's Up to Us 

Man again has authority, based on what Christ did on the Cross and through His resurrection. Man can still employ Satan through selfishness and sin, but the balance of power on the earth rests with man in the name of Jesus Christ. The authority is complete in man as long as man is in relationship with God through Jesus Christ. With our authority comes the responsibility to use it for God's purposes. If we don't rebuke the devil, he will not be rebuked. If we don't drive him back, he will not leave. It is up to us. Satan knows of our authority, but hopes we will stay ignorant. We must be as convinced of our authority as the devil is. 
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We need to go ahead and exercise our authority in Jesus' name. For instance, the police in my town have been given legal authority by the city. It is authority which ordinary citizens do not have. They wear symbols of their authority; uniforms and badges. They have their authority all the time, even while cruising calmly down the road or while parked at a doughnut shop. Occasionally, however, they are called to the scene of a crime where they exercise their authority by apprehending an offender. 

What if I were to arrive home and find people stealing my possessions. I call the police from my car phone and they rush over to my house. But to my surprise, they line up along the sidewalk and begin to sing about their authority, declaring it to one another. All the while, intruders finish cleaning out my house! This may seem ridiculous, yet that is often an accurate picture of what we do. We talk about our authority. We sing about it. We even proclaim it loudly. But we don't exercise it. We must recognize that there is a difference between having authority and exercising it. 


Jesus Christ is our Passover Lamb 
Five Methods For Exercising Our Authority 

1. The Name of Jesus as a Weapon 
We need a revelation of what happens among demonic powers when we speak the precious and powerful name of Jesus. It's not a magic word. We must be wholly submitted to Jesus to use it. But this name represents the same Jesus who made demons cry out in terror and beg for a trip into a herd of swine. The name of Jesus has been given to us by the resurrected Son Himself: "In My name they will cast out demons" (Mark 16:17, emphasis added). The name of Jesus carries with it all the victory of the Cross and the Resurrection. 

2. The Word of God in Warfare 

The second way to exercise authority is to use the word of God. "And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God" (Ephesians 6:17). The Word of God is not just a book. It is like a sword. It is sharp, two-edged, and has a genuine effect against the enemy. Jesus used the Word of God in the wilderness when dealing with Satan, and we too need to speak out Scripture, using it as a mighty weapon. 
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One of my first experiences in dealing with demons deeply impressed me with the power of the Bible. I was with Frank Houston, praying for a teenage girl in Australia. The usual voices and strange mutterings confirmed that the girl had at least one demon. Then, instinctively, I quoted I John 3:8 aloud to the demon in the girl: "The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil." 

As soon as I quoted that verse, she screamed and spat and screamed again. I was surprised at the demon's volcanic reaction- simply from my quoting a Bible verse. 

3. The Power of the Holy Spirit 

The power of the Holy Spirit is an essential method for exercising our authority. When Jesus breathed on the disciples in John 20:22, saying, "Receive the Holy Spirit", this was the legal authority of the Spirit. He then told them to wait in Jerusalem until they received dunamis or "power". 
"You shall receive power (dunamis) when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). Dunamis is the ability to carry out authority. A policeman may have the city's authority to enforce the law. However, he also needs the muscle to carry out that authority. 

Jesus said in Matthew 12:28, "I cast out demons by the Spirit of God". Since He did it by the power of the Holy Spirit, then we also need to "pray at all times in the Spirit" (Ephesians 6:18) in order to drive back and break down the powers of the enemy. 

 The Blood of Jesus 

The fourth way we exercise authority is to remind Satan of the blood of Jesus. "They overcame him [the devil] because of the blood of the Lamb" (Revelation 12:11). We remind Satan of his defeat at the Cross when the precious blood of Jesus was poured out to atone for sin, reversing the curse and the enemy's hold on mankind. The declaration of His blood seems to have a powerful effect on the enemy. It brings that defeat into each and every situation- freshly applying it for this time and place. There really is power in the blood. 
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	"Truth does not become more true by virtue of the fact that the entire world agrees with it,
nor less so even if the whole world disagrees with it"
-Maimonides


5. Telling the Truth 

The last method through which we can exercise our authority is the word of our testimony. Revelation 12:11 also speaks of overcoming the enemy by our testimony. This means a couple of things. First, it's a declaration of the great acts and character of God. The devil's purpose is to discredit God. He lies to us, telling us God doesn't exist, or that He isn't to be trusted. We defeat his lie by testifying of what God has spoken, how God has moved, what His real character is like, and what great things He has done for us. We proclaim the mighty heart and deeds of God. 
Another meaning of the word of our testimony is, to proclaim the truth about ourselves- both negative and positive. When we are honest and open, sharing what is truly in our hearts rather than pretending, we break through darkness into the light. We defeat the work of the enemy who can only function in the darkness of pretense, deception, and hypocrisy. We must always be open, proclaiming the truth, and sharing our hearts and our needs with one another. We must walk in the light. 

I've seen people set free and healed just by declaring what was really in their hearts. To stay in balance, however, the positive is equally important. We must proclaim the positive truth about ourselves: who we are in Christ. We can declare to the enemy all the truth of our lives in Him. We can proclaim, "I am washed by Jesus' blood. I am a new creature in Christ. I am acceptable to God as a bride. I am more than a conqueror". 
This testimony of truth is a mighty weapon. It will shatter the intimidation and accusations of the enemy, which constantly drain our confidence and keep us from exercising our authority. 

We must deal with the enemy. He is a defeated foe, but will successfully hold his ground until we exercise our God-given authority against Him." 

Title of book= Spiritual Warfare For Every Christian 

Our Throne Rights 
By Sarah Foulkes Moore 

"For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places" 
(Ephesians 6:12). 

Enforcing Christ's Victory Over Satan 

"What is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe...Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, ...and hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be head over all things to the church, which is his body..." 
(Ephesians 1:19-23). 

The Lord Jesus, risen and enthroned at God's right hand, rules "far above" any and every other force which seeks to control and govern this dark world. 

Through the exceeding riches of His grace toward us through Christ Jesus, God, the Father, "...hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places" 
(Ephesians 2:6) with our risen Lord. Therefore, every believer is elevated with Him to the right hand of God. In God's plan and purpose, this elevation took place at the resurrection of Jesus, through the believer's identification with Him. 

For the Body of Christ to stand victoriously in this hour when satanic forces are united in full and deadly array against her, every believer must understand the necessity of accepting with Christ our place of spiritual authority. We must fearlessly bind the forces of darkness, enforcing the triumph of the Cross over them. It is absolutely essential that believers, in humility, giving honor to God, take their rightful seat in the heavenly places with Christ, far above all powers of the air, and from that seat hold them in subjection, through faith in the Name and authority of the Lord Jesus. 

Every Believer's Place of Privilege and Authority 

Jesus, Who has absolute command over the forces of evil, confers this authority upon His disciples, for He says. "Behold, I give you authority...over all the power of the enemy" 
(Luke 10:19). 

The believer whose eyes have been opened and who understands his throne rights in Christ soon learns that the power he possesses in Christ is infinitely greater than that power which his enemies possess. The powers of evil are compelled to obey the believer as he boldly and in faith exerts his authority in Jesus' Name. Every demon from Hell is subject to the believer in Christ through His Name 
(Luke 10:17). They may not yield instant obedience, but the believer must speak the Word of authority and rule and over-rule against the evil forces of Satan wherever he sees them at work. The powers of darkness will bitterly oppose and resist their overthrow. They will attack with malignant hatred the believer who is enforcing the victory of the Cross over them. 

The believer's refuge is under the Blood of Jesus where no force or power of the enemy can penetrate. The Cross has robbed Satan of his power. To overcome him, present the Blood on the face of every attack from the pit, whether the attack is upon your family, mind, soul, body, or circumstances. Satan is overcome by the Blood of the Lamb 
(Revelation 12:11). Bind him with the Blood, it takes away all of his authority and power. 

The devil is a defeated foe. Christ overcame him on the Cross. On Calvary He triumphed over the powers of darkness. We have now but to enter into His victory by faith. We do not need to fight Satan but to hold over him the accomplished triumph of the Cross. The Blood of Jesus is God's provision for overcoming the enemy. The Blood of Jesus is the token of Christ's complete victory over Satan and his evil forces. 

Challenge the Enemy 

The enemy's strategy is to entice the believer from his position of authority and get him angry, burdened, confused, depressed, or self-occupied. The Seat of Authority, far above the enemy, in union with Christ, is the believer's security. By faith ask God to cover every part of your conscious and sub-conscious being with the Blood of Jesus. Then say aloud, "The Blood of Jesus protects every part of me and destroys the power of the devil." A definite stand in the authority of the Lord must be taken. Absolutely refuse to give place to the devil in whatever form he manifests himself, in your home, or in your body, mind, or spirit. 

Give No Place To the Devil 

Anything that takes us from an attitude of worship, peace, joy, and consciousness of God's presence has a satanic source. Whenever the powers of darkness come anywhere near the borders of your home or church or personal life, in the Name and authority of Jesus Christ they must be challenged. Say out loud, "This is the devil, and I now resist him in the Name and power of the Lord Who conquered him on Calvary." 

Troubles arise in families, among friends, in church. But behind all strife, conflict, misunderstanding, and confusion is Satan. To break his power, use every weapon you know by appealing to God on the grounds of Calvary and calling down God's judgment upon the adversary 
(Luke 18: 7-8). The devil will only let go of his hold on men when compelled. And to us is entrusted the power to resist the devil. 

"Neither give place to the devil" is a commandment of God. In the Name of the Lord and by His authority we can say "The prince of this world now cast down." We are to live Ephesians chapter Six and obey God's commandments to "Be Strong," "Put on the Whole Armor," "Wrestle," "Stand," "Withstand," "Overcome," "Take the Sword." 

Boldly Claim the Victory of Calvary 

God has given us power to tread down the power of the enemy 
(Matthew 18:18-20). God has committed to every believer the responsibility of displacing the devil. The devil has no right to any place in any life or any church. We alone are to blame if he continues in power. Christ, through His death, rendered the devil powerless to withstand the believer who will, by faith and obedience, take the authority over the devil given to us by Christ, and use it. The devil now has no power except what we allow him. 

It is our duty to oppose the devil every place we find him at work. To leave him unchallenged is to rob Jesus of the triumph of the Cross. The Lord says if we resist the devil he will flee, and it is true! He flees as God said he would when we put up a steadfast resistance to him. 

Behind the dissension and strife, perplexity and confusion, in church and home today are these powers of darkness. In the authority of the Lord they must be displaced. During a large revival, opposition from a certain group became so strong that it seemed the work would be ruined. Finally, the pastor gathered together a group of praying people and asked them to stand with him under the Blood of Christ and bind the power of the enemy. After a time of prayer and praise and song they prayed aloud. "In the Name of the Lord Jesus and by His authority, we bind the strong man from stirring up these people and from attacking God's work" 
(see Matthew 12:29). No further trouble was encountered. The opposition began to quarrel among themselves and their power to oppose the church was broken. 

Enforcing the Redemptive Rights of This Dispensation 

There are many instances to prove that in every situation where, in faith, the obedient child of God claims his throne rights in Christ and boldly exerts his authority, none are able to stand before him. A mother was grieved by her child's tendency to lie. Learning of the authority of "His Name"- quietly, but firmly, in the Name of Jesus she rebuked the lying spirits and saw her child delivered. 

In another instance, a Christian worker was conscious of a tremendous power coming over his mind and paralyzing his will. He was often pressed down and confused. He did not know of the oppression of the evil spirits in the atmosphere and so did not resist the attacks, but stood passive and helpless before them. One day it came to him from God to say out loud, "This is the devil. I resist him in the Name and power of the Lord Who conquered him at the Cross." He felt instant relief from the oppression on his mind and body. His mind cleared. His will became strong to resist. His faith in the Cross of Calvary's victory extricated him from a mass of perplexing circumstances that for years had hindered his testimony and prayer life. 

A devout Christian with a real salvation experience was hounded through life by trouble and misfortune. He submitted to this life-long misfortune, believing it was the chastening of God, until one day he heard a talk that clearly revealed the sinister working of the powers of darkness. Then he realized the deception. He began to take a position of authority over these powers of darkness in the Name of Christ and to challenge them. He asserted his right to obtain employment and other material blessings and to forbid these powers from obstructing his prosperity. It took three days, but the stream of satanic misfortune was broken. 

The same authority is available for the release of funds for Christian work. Satan is hindering Christians by tying up funds. A Christian worker whose ministry was suffering for funds rebuked the "poverty" demons and bound the satanic hindrance to prayer. Each time her funds were held up she exercised this authority in union with Christ and released funds for her blessed work for the Master. 

In these perilous days, the powers of darkness, conscious of their impending overthrow, are fiercely resisting on all fronts. The way to have the authority of Christ is to make Him Lord of our lives, and only to the extent that we do make Him Lord, are we able by faith to enter into the victory over the devil which He has obtained for us."

