HIS HEART SONG…Part 3

“Dove’s Eyes…Undistracted Devotion”

· When we left our fair maiden last time…she was in the process of realizing her  DARKNESS…she was realizing that even though she had initially surrendered to Him…that there was still a lot left to be worked out in her…she was realizing her SELFISHNESS…

· She was realizing that it is not about seeking His hand…but His face…

· We are HIS Joy and Pleasure…after all Isaiah 43:21 says “These people I have formed for Myself, they shall declare My praise.”…we were created to praise Him…to be His joy and pleasure…BUT…in our selfishness, we deny Him the pleasure of US…we get busy, busy, busy in “good things”….but we forsake our “vineyard”…..

· Our maiden has at least discovered that only He can satisfy her…she also realized that one way to show her love for Him is by “feeding her young goats by the tents of the shepherds.”….( in other words, disciple-ing, and tending to believers that are new and even more immature than she is….because He said if you love Me, feed My sheep!)

· She must realize that feeding and tending to one of the “least of these” is just like doing it to her Beloved Himself.”

· REMEMBER…we are to love Him and the way we show our love for Him is by loving others…

· Look at how He continues to respond to her…He is LOVING that she is beginning to love on Him and on the “young goats”…

· SO….let’s pick up where we left off

Song of Solomon 1:9  “I liken you, my darling, to a mare harnessed to one of the chariots of Pharaoh.”

· Now…nowadays…we would not be ever so thrilled if our spouse told us we reminded him of a horse….but back-in-the-day it was a very common thing to compare people to horses…

· Check out some instances in Scripture when people were compared to animals…

· Zechariah 10:3  “For the Lord of hosts will visit His FLOCK, the house of Judah, and will make them as His royal HORSE in the battle.”

· In Genesis 49:14…Jacob pays his son a compliment by saying “Issachar is a strong DONKEY.”

· Jesus even compares us to SHEEP!

· The horses in Egypt were known to be the finest horses in the world…so the Bridegroom compares His beloved girl to a HORSE…

· BUT…this horse is HARNESSED to Pharaoh’s chariot….good thing…but also not a good thing…GOOD because only the finest horses were chosen for Pharaoh’s chariot…BAD because being harnessed meant that she was “tied to” something other than Him

· REALLY WILD THING:  Mares were not ever used in Pharaoh’s chariots…only STALLIONS… Mares are adult female horses and Stallions are guy horses that haven’t been neutered……………….hum……………….

· SOOOOOOOOOOOO……harnessing a FEMALE horse to a bunch of MALE, non-neutered Stallions would have caused quite a commotion!.....He is saying that His Woman, His Bride is the one that allllllllllllllll others (Stallions) WANT!

· And isn’t that just so very true….that the Bride of Christ is wanted big time by every little “distraction”….so many things want to woo us away …to have us for themselves…

· A BIT OF WILD HISTORY THAT MAKES THIS STATEMENT EVEN MORE INTERESTING:  Ancient Egyptians had no clue about a horse’s anatomy….and they for sure didn’t understand the right way to put a harness on a horse…they attached  the reins to the horse’s throat….that almost SUFFOCATED it instead of allowing it to move its neck in the normal way.

· He was saying that even though she was a MARE…mighty and swift and strong…that she was harnessed by Pharaoh…by a stronghold that was almost suffocating her…SIN…(because all the other stallions were literally “chomping at the bit” to get to her)

· HORSES symbolize the strength and energy of the FLESH…

· INTERESTING FACT HERE:  Solomon was specifically told NOT to have lots of horses and NOT to rely on his NATURAL STRENGTH…but on God’s…and here he is comparing his love to a MARE…

· Is He stating the obvious…that He sees her as strong and swift…but only in a natural sense…not yet ready to fight SPIRITUAL WARFARE battles

· So…while this verse sounds great…it is kinda sorta a rebuke to the bride………….BUT also kinda a statement of encouragement to her….He knows her incredible potential and what she is destined to become in Him…and He knows that she is in the process of realizing her selfishness and sin and the things that have “harnessed” her and held her back…and HE LOVES THAT ABOUT HER!...

· For, you see…the horses of Pharaoh never stepped back…they never retreated…they went straight forward to the battle…charging at the enemy, even when they were wounded…the horses loved the battle…HE SEES ALL OF THIS IN HER SPIRITUALLY….but….she is not quite ready yet…she is still operating in the NATURAL…these yearnings in her to come closer to Him will have to be tried by fire first before she is ready to the battle…

· SOME COMPARISONS:  The horses in Pharaoh’s chariot were the BEST in the world…like we are to Him…These horses were CHOSEN for the King alone…just like us, we are to be SET APART for the King ONLY…these horse were COSTLY…just like the price He paid for us on the cross…these horses were SWIFT to OBEY every command, not bothered by any distractions…just like us if we have the mind of Christ and if we are surrendered to Him…..these horses were PERFECT…which at this point in our story…we are not “perfect”….but the King does see a perfect desire in our SURRENDER….and THAT makes us beautiful to Him!!!!

· He is gentle with her in the words He uses…he in encouraging her to continue on with Him…She gives Him such pleasure!....

Song of Solomon 1:10  “Your cheeks are beautiful with earrings, your neck with strings of jewels.”  

· SOME HISTORY:  Egyptian warhorses had those metal ornaments…the ornaments were polished and reflected sunlight to BLIND their enemies…When they charged against the enemy, the clanging noise of the metal and jewels made the animals excited…and they charged with even greater speed towards the enemy.

· INTERESTING NOTE:  The words “of jewels”  are NOT in the original text…they are supplied by the translators ….In a Greek translation the translators added that the cheeks were as lovely “as turtledoves” and in  an Aramaic translation they added the cheeks are as comely as “bridles”….WHY?....I guess they were trying to make it make sense to them in the natural…but who says it doesn’t make sense just the way it is!

· The CHEEK is said to “blush or glow” …hence the term “BLUSHING BRIDE”…. DICTIONARY FACTS:  if a girl had a nice blush about her face it made her more attractive. Dull complexions were seen as being a sign of bad or failing health. A lot of time these women would blush if their love talked to them or looked at them. It was a time of innocence. A blushing bride is happy and excited about marrying her love. It is also a sign that she is pure and innocent, always a good thing for her husband to be….

· So….here is our bride…GLOWING with delight and adoration toward her Beloved and HE NOTICES and LOVES IT!!!!

· The NECK represents HUMAN WILL…(in Acts 7:51 the people are called “stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears…resisting the Holy Spirit”…In Exodus 33:3 they are called stiff-necked again…in Proverbs 29:1 is says “A man who remains stiff-necked after many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed without remedy”…this one was written by Solomon!)

· So why does He find her neck so incredible????.....because it is adorned with STRINGS…with ORNAMENTS….because she has given over her SELF WILL….her neck is now adorned with strings…

· Check out what SOLOMON wrote in Proverbs about the “STRINGS AROUND THE NECK”…..Proverbs 1:8-9 and Proverbs 6:20-21 both talk about your “father’s instruction and your mother’s teaching” and how these things should be bound around your neck…it is speaking of WISDOM… Proverbs 3:3 tells us about what strings our neck needs to be adorned with…”Let LOVE and FAITHFULNESS never leave you; BIND THEM AROUND YOUR NECK, write them on the tablets of your heart.”

· Isn’t that SUPER COOL that Solomon wrote that!

· Are these things hanging around your neck?  Apparently they were around the neck of the bride and He just absolutely went WILD about it! ???

· The neck must be pretty important because it is mentioned FOUR times in this little short book (1:10, 4:4,9, 7:4)

· The NECK is a prophetic symbol of communion between Christ (the Head) and His Body (the faithful church)…..if Christ is your HEAD…then you for sure cannot be STIFF-NECKED!
Song of Solomon 1:11  “We will make you earrings of gold, studded with silver.”
· “WE”….the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit…..they are all at work in the Bride’s life…

· Depending on which translation of the Bible you have…the translators used the word “borders” (KJV), “plaits/braiding”, “garlands” “chains”  or “earrings”…all of which symbolize and resembles a crown…since these braidings are being replaced with GOLD…it symbolizes replacing our own natural strength with God’s strength…which is exactly what is happening to our bride in this story!

· GOLD…signifying the mark of God’s ownership and deity…pure love…pure SUBMISION to God

· SILVER…signifying redemption through the blood of Jesus…..think back to when we were studying about the Tabernacle…there was an ENORMOUS amount of silver that was in its foundation….because it is His REDEMPTION that we stand upon…redemption from hell…from bad habits…from bondages…into new attitudes and new life!

· These things will further mark her as a maiden chosen by God for ROYALTY

· We want to be SPARKLING with His Gold and Silver!!!!.....pure love, pure submission, redemption, new life, new attitudes!  WOO! WOO!

· ………………….

· Now between verse 11 and verse 12….there is an interlude of unknown time….but when the story resumes…Solomon and the Shulamite woman are in the intimate chambers of love in the palace…then the Bride responds…

Song of Solomon 1:12  “While the king was SITTING AT HIS TABLE, my perfume (spikenard) spread its fragrance….”  

· THE TABLE represents fellowship and provision…..SITTING shows us that all other activities have stopped…

· So here you are…just you and Jesus…hanging out, sitting at His table of provision…talking and sharing your thoughts with Him…you are adoring Him and He is feeding your spirit with spiritual food from His spirit that words can’t even describe…..you are so enamored with His presence that a beautiful fragrance just emanates from your inmost being…..its the presence of God on your life….just wow….

· It’s a GREAT place to be….just meditation on His Word…

· Psalm 77:12  “I will meditate on all Your works and consider all Your mighty deeds.”

· Psalm 19:14  “Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Your sight.”

· It’s not difficult to practice being in the presence of God….even if you just start off with 5 minutes everyday…do what Psalm 16:8 says…

· Psalm 16:8  “I have set the Lord always before me because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.”

· Proverbs 3:6  “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.”

· THIS is what our Bride in the story is doing…basking in the presence of the Lord…and the fragrance pours forth!

· Psalm 62:5-8  “Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my hope comes from Him.  He alone is my rock and my salvation; He is my fortress, I will not be shaken.  My salvation and my honor depend on God; He is my Mighty Rock, My Refuge.  Trust in Him at all times, O people; pour out your hearts to Him, for God is our refuge.  Selah.”

· The ONLY way that OUR perfume can spread its fragrance is…by spending time with Him…it causes us to want to surrender our will (dead to self as in Colossians 3) to His…for our self-will to be “broken”…remember that we are to God as the “aroma of Christ”….

· CHECK THIS OUT:  Spikenard is made from a very small  plant…the fragrance from this plant comes from its ROOT being trodden on or otherwise BRUSIED….it is a flowering plant that grows in the Himalayas of Tibet currently an occupied country under China…Spikenard was transported to the Holy Land in sealed alabaster boxes all the way from the Himalayan mountains. When a distinguished guest came visiting, the master of the house showed honor by breaking open the spikenard and anointing the guest. The Hebrew and the Romans used spikenard in the burial of their dead. This is why Jesus said of the woman who poured the precious spikenard oil on Him, ”She is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying”(Mark 14:8). 
· In Hebrew, Spikenard is just called NARD…it means “light”….in Greek, Spikenard means “genuine and pure”

· It is a HEAVENLY fragrance that we should all possess!!!

· It is also super important to see the order of this verse…..before your fragrance could be SENT OUT…there HAD to be a time of SITTING…sitting implies “rest, peace, fellowship, and trust”…..SIT at His feet like Mary did!!!  After all…THAT is what HE WANTS!!!

· Do you also see that FIRST He gives to us…our spiritual food….then WE give to Him…our fragrance…

· As long as our Bride is sitting at the King’s table…her fragrance goes forth…but if she had refused to submit her self-will…if she had refused to sit in His presence…there would be nothing good-smelling that would have ever come out….we STINK when we aren’t in His presence!

Song of Solomon 1:13  “So My lover is to me a sachet of myrrh resting between my breasts.”
· MYRRH…..super expensive…Arabian gum from the bark of a tree….it is used as a symbol of SUFFERING….Wise men brought it to the child Jesus…Matthew 2:11….on the cross Jesus was offered wine mixed in with myrrh (Mark 5:23)…when Nicodemus was going to prepare the body of Jesus, he brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes….

· MYRRH is a plant with BITTER taste

· MYRRH was also used as part of the ceremonial purification of the women in the King’s court….Esther 2:12 “Before a girl’s turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete 12 months of beauty treatments with oil of MYRRH….”….so you can see that it symbolized being SET APART for your King…SANCTIFICATION…HOLINESS!!!!

· MYRRH was also used as a beauty aid…..and isn’t that exactly what the Holy Spirit does to us to cause us to change into the image of Christ while we are here on this earth!...God, who is all BEAUTY imparts His BEAUTY to us…it’s like being all dressed up in Jesus!  WOO! WOO!

· MYRRH was used by royalty as a perfume for their garments…Psalm 45:8  “All your robes are fragrant with MYRRH and aloes and cassia…” and according to 1 Peter 2:9  WE are a royal priesthood, chosen by Him!!!

· MYRRH was also used to take away pain…..in fact, that was what was offered Jesus on the cross…Mark 15:23  “Then they offered Him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not take it.”…..Isaiah 53:4  “Surely He has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.”

· SO APPARENTLY….MYRRH is COMPLETE for everything we need!!!!!!  HOW AWESOMELY AMAZING IT THAT!!!!

· Not only did Jesus suffer for us…..but….we are also called to suffer …

· Colossians 1:24  “Now I rejoice in my SUFFERINGS for your sake, and in my flesh I complete what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of His body, that is, the church…”

· 2 Timothy 1:8  “Do not be ashamed then of testifying to our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but SHARE IN SUFFERING for the gospel in the power of God.”

· 1 Peter 4:6  “…if one SUFFERS as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but under that name let him glorify God.”

· Now, the Bride says she carries “a bundle of myrrh”…a bundle, not a single stalk….because by spending time with Him, she has found there are MANY incredible WOW things about Him….many faces of God

· DID YOU KNOW that in the Hebrew language there in no word for “face” in the singular…You can only say “panim” which means “faces”…..so when the Bible says “Seek the FACE of God”…that is not how it is written in the Hebrew!...in Hebrew it says “Seek the FACES of God...”!!!!!

· Jesus is a BUNDLE of MYRRH!.....He was “pierced and crushed”…He has many different facets…He is The Word, Creator, Judge, Prince of Peace, Healer, Counselor, Sustainer, Shepherd, Bread, Life, Savior, Lord, King of kings, Lord of lords, Husband, Jehovah, Omnipresent, Rock, Wonderful, Sacrifice, Truth…and on and on …He is ALL in ALL!!!

· Isaiah  53:5,10 tells us that Jesus was “pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities, the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds we are healed….Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush Him and cause Him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, He will see His offspring and prolong his days and the will of the Lord will prosper in His hand.”

· The Bride says she keeps this bundle of myrrh “between her breasts at NIGHT”…anytime “night” is mentioned…it means “absence of the Lord”…so in our story, when Solomon is absent…she is constantly reminded of him…just as, while Jesus is physically away right now…we can wake up in the middle of the night and realize that He’s COMING SOON TO GET US AND TAKE US AWAY!!!!!.....THE NIGHT IS ALMOST OVER!!!!!

· BETWEEN HER BREASTS…because that was as close to her heart as she could get the bundle of myrrh!

· A LITTLE MORE HISTORY:  Remember, this is ORIENTAL poetry…and in the Far East, women used to carry little bags of perfume between their breasts…our bride has replaced this perfume bag with a bad of suffering…she NEVER wants to forget the cost of that fragrance…the cost of His suffering

· Even as she slept…His fragrance reminded her of His suffering and of how much she is loved by Him…..

· We have been given a BUNDLE OF MYRRH to remember that according to Hebrews 13:5  “He will never leave us of forsake us.”

· Every time you spend time with Him…think of Him as that bundle of myrrh…think of the death that He died for you…think of the healing of pain and sickness that He has given you…think of the peace and the beauty and the purification that He has given you!!!

Song of Solomon 1:14  “My lover is to me a cluster of henna blossoms from the vineyards of En Gedi.”

· HENNA is a plant that grew to be about 7 feet tall and was very valuable in the making of an orange-red dye. …it also produced beautiful white fragrant flowers that ladies loved to wear and to use in decorating their homes.

· This same Hebrew word, “Henna”, means “The price of a life or ransom”

· HISTORY:  Henna blossoms grow on a plant with the name of CAMPHIRE…Camphire in Hebrew is “kopher” which is also the Hebrew word for ATONEMENT…

· The Jews used to give the name “cluster” to men who possessed all the virtues and excellences…sooooooooooooo….a “cluster of camphire” means a MAN WHO COVERS ALL or ATONE FOR ALL…..which is a perfectly fitting name for our MESSIAH!!!!!

· DO YOU GET THIS PICTURE THAT IS HAPPENING…..as we continue to go through the Song…lots of times it mentions a GARDEN…or flowers or fruit….

· Thinking of HENNA/CAMPHIRE and what it means…think of it this way…we were ugly, dead weeds owned by another gardener (the devil) and Jesus paid the ransom for us…He is our ATONEMENT…He paid for us with His life and He planted us in His garden where He pours on us the WATER OF LIFE and He feeds us with HIS LIVING WORD…and He turns our lives from a bunch of ugly weeds in to a beautiful, resurrected GARDEN!

· Jesus prayed in a garden, was crucified in a garden, was buried and rose in a garden…all so that our hearts would one day become His garden!!!!  WOWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW!!!!

· Where the MYRRH was “HIDDEN between our breasts”…intimate and private…..the HENNA BLOSSOMS are to be worn and SEEN and SMELLED by all!

· The WORLD needs to SEE ad SMELL the fragrance of the henna blossoms in your life!....Are you the only one who knows that you love Jesus…or can others tell that you do to?....WEAR HIM PROUDLY!!!!  LET HIS FRAGRANCE POUR OUT OF YOU!!!!

· Does your lifestyle show Him off?....Are you wearing HENNA BLOSSOMS????    Do you wear your “henna blossoms” at Wal Mart????  Do you wear them when you are having conversations???  Do you wear them when you are Driving in traffic?.....

· EN GEDI has long been used as a place where desert travelers could come and rest, regain their strength, then move back out into the desert….it is a lush OASIS in the middle of a DRY DESERT…it is where FRESH WATER is found in abundance…it is a place of plentiful grapes and fruit in the wilderness

· THIS IS SUPER COOL….remember a few verses back, when He told her to keep her young goats near the tents of the shepherds….in other words…to disciple the young believers…to love on His people…?...well, guess what EN GEDI means…..It means “Goat Spring” or “Spring of the Young Goat”……….isn’t that just AMAZING!!!!

· The Bride is saying that Jesus is REFRESHMENT to her, giving her NEW LIFE

· EN GEDI is also where Solomon’s father, David, fled to when he was trying to get away from Saul

· Psalm 23:2  “He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me to waters of rest.”

· Her Beloved replies…

Song of Solomon 1:15  “How beautiful, you are my love!  Oh how beautiful!  Your eyes are doves.”

· Her words have such an effect on Him that all He can say over and over again is “You are so beautiful, you are beautiful!  Beautiful! Beautiful! Beautiful!!!!

· It was prophesied in Isaiah 62:5 that exact thing!!!!

· Isaiah 62:5  “…and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.”

· If THIS is how it makes Him feel when we worship Him and spend time with Him…why in the world don’t we do it more!!!!!?????  

· We get so busy with other things…we spend a ton of meaningless time watching TV and all sorts of other things when He is longing for alone time with us!

· We give Him a quick “Hi” on Sunday morning and then a “see ya later” as we run out the door to eat lunch and never think of Him again the whole week…..

· We are the JOY that was set before Him as He endured the cross according to Hebrews 12:2…yet…we don’t give Him the JOY…we don’t give Him us…

· WHAT IS UP WITH THAT?????  WHAT IS OUR PROBLEM!?????  Are we crazy!!!???

· This Bride of His is so special to Him that NINE times EXCLUSIVELY in the Song of Solomon, He uses the Hebrew word “rayah” for “my love”…this is not the usual word for “love”…this word “rayah”…my love means INTIMATE COMPANION…it is a word used only between husband and wife…my love…my darling…my precious companion…

· We can also get bogged down in all our failures…so much so that we defiantly don’t see ourselves as “lovely or beautiful”….BUT HE DOES!!!!!

· We are BELOVED to Him….even if we are tempted…even if we fail sometimes…even when others turn their back on us….we are loved by Him to the very end!

· To overcome any doubt in us…HE SAYS IT TWICE!!!!

· Now…..He looks into her eyes and says…

· “YOU HAVE DOVES EYES.”

· Doves are mentioned SIX times in the Song of Solomon…..they are pretty incredibly important….

· SCIENCE FACTS ABOUT DOVES EYES:  Because a dove has a binocular visual field, it is only able to focus on a SINGLE object at a time.  A person described as having doves eyes is focused on a single goal.  A dove pretty much has tunnel vision…Where he wants to go, he sees it and he gets there.

· The dove represents the Holy Spirit… The Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus like a dove when he was baptized in the Jordan River

· Luke 3:22 ... and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased." 
· CHARACTERISTICS OF DOVES:  Doves and pigeons build relatively flimsy nests from sticks and other debris, which may be placed in trees, on ledges or on the ground, depending on species.  (REMINDS me of the verse that says those who are led by the Spirit are blown around like the wind…)They lay one or two eggs, and both parents care for the young, which leave the nest after 7 to 28 days. (REMINDS me that we are to disciple young ones and send them out…no just sitting on the pews sucking up oxygen…!)  …  

· Unlike most other birds, the doves and pigeons produce "crop milk”, which is secreted by a sloughing of fluid-filled cells from the lining of the crop. Both sexes produce this highly nutritious substance to feed to the young…(REMINDS me that we are supposed to produce a highly nutritious substance to feed the young believers…which can only come from spending time with HIM!!!)

· DOVES mate for life….the dove couple raises their brood TOGETHER…

· The wings are large and have low wing loadings; pigeons have strong wing muscles and are amongst the strongest fliers of all birds. They are also highly maneuverable in flight…..REMINDS me that we are also strong and should be highly maneuverable….able and willing to MOVE when the Spirit says to MOVE

· Doves are distributed everywhere on Earth, except for the DRIEST areas of the Sahara Desert, Antarctica and its surrounding islands and the high Arctic.

· This family is a highly coherent group with no members showing obvious links with other bird families, or vice versa…..WHICH is how we are supposed to be…SET APART! 
· The DOVE is a bird of LOVE and SORROW….it served as a sacrifice an offering for poor families…like Mary and Joseph in Luke 2:23-24 when they offered two turtledoves

· The DOVE is considered CLEAN and READY FOR SACRIFICE…are you a living sacrifice????

· Romans 12:1-2  says….”Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as LIVING SACRIFICES, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

· Just like a DOVE…be clean and set apart…

· He wants to see the reflection of the HOLY SPIRIT in our eyes…”doves eyes”
· DOVES EYES…look at what Matthew 6:22-23 says about our eyes…”The EYE is the lamp of the body.  SO, if your EYE is sound, your whole body will be full of light; but if your EYE is not sound, your whole body will be full of darkness.  If then light in you is darkness, now great is the darkness.”
· Our Bride knows just what to do after spending time with Her Beloved…the more she looked into His eyes…the more she understood His heart….listen to what He says in Psalms

· Psalm 32:8  “ I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;  I will guide you WITH MY EYES.”

· How do you gaze in His eyes????....READ HIS WORD!!!!!  When you read it, He will speak to you and guide you in the way you should go!!!

· MORE FACTS ABOUT DOVES:  They have a mourning sound when their mate is away………………………..O MY GOODNESS…..do you see all the connections here!!!!?

· Do you MOURN because your Beloved is away? … Do you mourn because of how the world treats Him and His Word?...Do you mourn when you know that you are not doing what He wants you to do?

· DID YOU KNOW that a dove will not rest on a branch, will not go drink fresh water, and won’t even look for shade or even the company of other birds UNTIL it finds its COMPANION………………THAT’S how we should be…so long as we are separated from our BRIDEGROOM

· DOVES were also used as messengers…

· Just like Noah used a dove to bring back the good news of the OLIVE BRANCH….the sign of PEACE…..is your life like a dove…bringing the good news of PEACE to others…?

· DOVES were a sign of peace…

· FYI:  Do you know the reason that Solomon’s dad, David wasn’t allowed to build the Temple for God?...it wasn’t because of all his sins…which is what we would naturally think….nope…not that…it was because he had a WAR-LIKE SPIRIT…1 Chronicles 22:7-9   “And David said to Solomon, My son, as for me, it was in my mind to build an house unto the name of the LORD my God: But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, You have shed blood abundantly, and have made great wars: you shall not build a house unto my name, because you have shed much blood upon the earth in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to you, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Solomon, and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days.”
· even though many of his battles were for the establishment of God’s Kingdom and even though the battles were needed to fulfill God’s promise to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob…..

· God was looking for someone who was about PEACE… dove-like character…innocent….

· John 12:32  “When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men unto Myself.”

· When we lift HIM up…people are drawn to Him….not when we WAR or YELL or CONDEMN or all that crazy stuff…that mess doesn’t draw men to Him…PEACE does…

· Matthew 10:16  “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves.  Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as INNOCENT as DOVES.”

· HAVE DOVES EYES for Him!.....it’s your spiritual eyes focused on Him and Him alone!

· She responds to His incredible encouragement in the next verse…

Song of Solomon 1:16  “How handsome you are, my lover!  Oh, how charming!  And our bed is verdant.”

· She is COMPLETELY OVERWHELMED WITH Happiness!...blown away by His words of love toward her………….she is like WOW……better than her wildest dreams…………WOW…..

· She doesn’t get the “big head” …she simply heaps all the praise back on Him!

· She knows that everything He has given to her…the ornaments, the gold borders and silver, all the jewels and all the fragrances…she  knows it is all HIM…so she gives Him allllllllllllllllllllllllllll the glory!

· HE is the worthy One!

· She then says “….OUR couch (or bed) is verdant (green).”

· The Hebrew word for verdant is “raanan”….it means luxuriant, fresh, green

· This bed is called “OUR bed…”…OURS because she realizes that everything that is His is hers and everything that is hers is His…this is the UNITING of two hearts…it’s what our Bridegroom wants from us…

· John 17:21-23  Jesus prayed…”that all of them may be ONE, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”

· The COUCH /BED speaks of “rest”, contentment, peace, fellowship…..she is resting in Him…secure…her heart filled with love for Him and He for her…

· Psalm 23:1-3  “The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want; He makes me to lie down in GREEN pastures.  He leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul…”

Song of Solomon 1:17  “The beams of our house are cedars; our rafters are firs (cypress).”

· Cedar trees and Firs (or Cypress) Trees are EVERGREEN and they both have a really great fragrance about them…..even in the WINTER time…they are green and smell good….just like WE are supposed to be…through every season of life…we are to be green (fresh) in our relationship with Him and smelling of His fragrance!

· CEDARS grow to be over 100 feet tall…they are very strong…rot-resistant and knot-free

· CYPRESS is a hard and durable wood

· What a GREAT SPIRITUAL HOUSE!!!!  Strong and rot-resistant, knot-free, hard and durable!  

· Notice again that it is OUR House…..that’s MAJOR!

· Sooooooooooooo…I did a google search for verses on “houses” in the Bible….this is what I found….

· OUR House is a TEMPLE…1 Corinthians 6:19  “Do you not know that your BODY is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you…”

· OUR House is a place of BEAUTY…Psalm 27:4  “…gaze upon the BEAUTY of the Lord and seek Him in His temple.”

· OUR House has ABUNDANCE…Psalm 36:8  “They feast on the ABUNDANCE of your house; You give them drink from your river of delights.”

· OUR House is a place of SWEET FELLOWSHIP…Psalm 55:14  “I once enjoyed SWEET FELLOWSHIP as we walked with the throng at the house of God.”

· OUR House is full of GOODNESS and SATISFACTION…Psalm 65:4  “…we are filled with the GOOD THINGS of Your house…”

· OUR House is a place of PLANTING and FLOURISHING…Psalm 92:12-13  “The righteous will FLOURISH like a palm tree, they will grow like a cedar of Lebanon; PLANTED in the house of the Lord.”

· OUR House is a place of BLESSING…Psalm 118:26  “…from the house of the Lord we BLESS you.”

· OUR House is a place of GLADNESS…Psalm 122:1  “I REJOICED when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord.”

· OUR House is a house of PRAYER…Luke 19:46  “My house will be a house of prayer.”

· OUR House is a place of SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES…1 Peter 2:5  “…you, also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood offering SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES …”

· Jesus…our High Priest…is over God’s House…Hebrews 10:21  “…and since we have a great priest over the HOUSE OF GOD, let us draw near to God…”

· He loves us SOOOOOOOOOOOOO incredibly much that He takes up residence IN US and WE become HIS HOUSE!!!

· He came and took our pathetic little yucky shanty of a house and has transformed it into a TEMPLE!  WOO! WOO!  Amazingness!!!

· We are SAFE inside OUR House…the “BEAMS” of our house are cedars…those are the things that keep our house safe and strong…even when the storms rage…and they will…we will be safe inside OUR house…decorate your house with the armor of God….(Jake decorated his bedroom with a Maasi shield…that’s what made me think of that!) …sit back and eat at His table…

· Isaiah 54:17  “NO WEAPON formed against you shall prevail…”

· What an awesome house OURS is!  

· So let’s leave our Bride here today…..lavishing love onto her beloved…..She SOUNDS like she is ever so much in love with Him….that there could never be anything that comes between them….it is just all so BLISSFUL and WONDERFUL…..just like a “church camp high”……but Chapter 2 will bring us back from “church camp” and back into our “reality”….How will she react then….?

· Ohhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh……that is a matter for next week!!!!!

	

	


