A YEAR WITH JESUS
READING AND DEVOTIONAL PLAN

January through April
Sunday
Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim
to her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has
received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. A voice of one calling: "In the desert
prepare the way for the LORD; make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become
level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all mankind
together will see it. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken." A voice says, "Cry out." And I
said, "What shall I cry?" "All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the
field. The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them.
Surely the people are grass. The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God
stands forever." You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring
good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the
towns of Judah, "Here is your God!" See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and his arm
rules for him. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. He tends his
flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he
gently leads those that have young.
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Monday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Isaiah 2:2-4

In the last days the mountain of the LORD's temple will be established as chief among
the mountains; it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. Many peoples
will come and say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD , to the house of the God of
Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths." The law will go out from
Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between the nations and will settle
disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.
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Tuesday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Isaiah 11:1-9

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD and he will delight in
the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he
hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the
breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash
around his waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the
calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed
with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. The
infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest.
They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
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Wednesday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Isaiah 35

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of
Lebanon will be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the
LORD, the splendor of our God. Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way;
say to those with fearful hearts, "Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with
vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you." Then will the eyes of the blind be
opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute
tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert. The
burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling springs. In the haunts where
jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. And a highway will be there; it will be
called the Way of Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who walk in
that Way; wicked fools will not go about on it. No lion will be there, nor will any ferocious beast
get up on it; they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, and the
ransomed of the LORD will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown
their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.
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Thursday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Isaiah 42:1-9

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my
Spirit on him and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not shout or cry out, or raise his
voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff
out. In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he
establishes justice on earth. In his law the islands will put their hope." This is what God the
LORD says- he who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and all
that comes out of it, who gives breath to its people, and life to those who walk on it: "I, the
LORD, have called you in righteousness; I will take hold of your hand. I will keep you and will
make you to be a covenant for the people and a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are blind,
to free captives from prison and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. "I am the
LORD ; that is my name! I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols. See, the
former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I
announce them to you.
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Friday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Isaiah 52:13-53:12

See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. Just as
there were many who were appalled at him his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any
man and his form marred beyond human likeness so will he sprinkle many nations, and kings
will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they
have not heard, they will understand. Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of
the LORD been revealed? He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry
ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we
should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with
suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by
God, smitten by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are
healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the
LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open
his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so
he did not open his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak
of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my
people he was stricken. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the LORD's will to
crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the LORD makes his life a guilt offering, he will
see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand. After
the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied ; by his knowledge my
righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a
portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his
life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors.
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Saturday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Isaiah 61:1-3

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to
preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom
for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to proclaim the year of the LORD's
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who
grieve in Zion - to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead
of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of
righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.
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May through August
Sunday
Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Psalm 146

! Praise the LORD . Praise the LORD , O my soul. I will praise the LORD all my life;
will sing praise to my God as long as I live. Do not put your trust in princes, in mortal men, who
cannot save. When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; on that very day their plans
come to nothing. Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the LORD his
God, the Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them- the LORD , who remains
faithful forever. He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD
sets prisoners free, the LORD gives sight to the blind, the LORD lifts up those who are bowed
down, the LORD loves the righteous. The LORD watches over the alien and sustains the
fatherless and the widow, but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. The LORD reigns forever,
your God, O Zion, for all generations. Praise the LORD .
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Monday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Psalm 113

Praise the LORD. Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD. Let the
name of the LORD be praised, both now and forevermore. From the rising of the sun to the place
where it sets, the name of the LORD is to be praised. The LORD is exalted over all the nations,
his glory above the heavens. Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on
high, who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth? He raises the poor from the dust
and lifts the needy from the ash heap; he seats them with princes, with the princes of their

people. He settles the barren woman in her home as a happy mother of children. Praise the
LORD
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Tuesday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not
fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters
roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. There is a river whose streams make
glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. God is within her, she will not
fall; God will help her at break of day. Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the
earth melts. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Come and see the
works of the LORD, the desolations he has brought on the earth. He makes wars cease to the
ends of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, he burns the shields with fire. "Be
still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth."
The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
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Wednesday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Psalm 90

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. Before the mountains
were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are
God. You turn men back to dust, saying, "Return to dust, O sons of men." For a thousand years
in your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night. You sweep men
away in the sleep of death; they are like the new grass of the morning- though in the morning it
springs up new, by evening it is dry and withered. We are consumed by your anger and terrified
by your indignation. You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your
presence. All our days pass away under your wrath; we finish our years with a moan. The length
of our days is seventy years- or eighty, if we have the strength; yet their span is but trouble and
sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away. Who knows the power of your anger? For your
wrath is as great as the fear that is due you. Teach us to number our days aright, that we may
gain a heart of wisdom. Relent, O LORD ! How long will it be? Have compassion on your
servants. Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad
all our days. Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, for as many years as we
have seen trouble. May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their children.
May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish the work of our hands for us- yes,
establish the work of our hands.
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Thursday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Psalm 22

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me,
so far from the words of my groaning? O my God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer,
by night, and am not silent. Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.
In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you delivered them. They cried to you and
were saved; in you they trusted and were not disappointed. But I am a worm and not a man,
scorned by men and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking
their heads: "He trusts in the LORD ; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him, since he
delights in him." Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my
mother's breast. From birth I was cast upon you; from my mother's womb you have been my
God. Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. Many bulls surround
me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide
against me. [ am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to
wax; it has melted away within me. My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks
to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. Dogs have surrounded me; a band of
evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. I can count all my bones;
people stare and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my
clothing. But you, O LORD , be not far off; O my Strength, come quickly to help me. Deliver my
life from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dogs. Rescue me from the mouth of
the lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen. I will declare your name to my brothers; in
the congregation I will praise you. You who fear the LORD , praise him! All you descendants of
Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! For he has not despised or
disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened
to his cry for help. From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those
who fear you will I fulfill my vows. The poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the LORD
will praise him- may your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to
the LORD , and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, for dominion belongs
to the LORD and he rules over the nations. All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all
who go down to the dust will kneel before him- those who cannot keep themselves alive.
Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord. They will proclaim his
righteousness to a people yet unborn- for he has done it.

-12 -

C:\Documents and Settings\keith\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLKD5\2005 Reading Plan.DOC



Friday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Psalm 103

Praise the LORD , O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the
LORD , O my soul, and forget not all his benefits- who forgives all your sins and heals all your
diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who
satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. The LORD
works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. He made known his ways to Moses, his
deeds to the people of Israel: The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger,
abounding in love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; he does not
treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are
above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so
far has he removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so the
LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers
that we are dust. As for man, his days are like grass, he flourishes like a flower of the field; the
wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more. But from everlasting to
everlasting the LORD's love is with those who fear him, and his righteousness with their
children's children- with those who keep his covenant and remember to obey his precepts. The
LORD has established his throne in heaven, and his kingdom rules over all. Praise the LORD,
you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, who obey his word. Praise the LORD , all
his heavenly hosts, you his servants who do his will. Praise the LORD , all his works everywhere
in his dominion. Praise the LORD , O my soul.
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Saturday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Psalm 118

Give thanks to the LORD , for he is good; his love endures forever. Let Israel say: "His
love endures forever." Let the house of Aaron say: "His love endures forever." Let those who
fear the LORD say: "His love endures forever." In my anguish I cried to the LORD, and he
answered by setting me free. The LORD is with me; [ will not be afraid. What can man do to
me? The LORD is with me; he is my helper. I will look in triumph on my enemies. It is better to
take refuge in the LORD than to trust in man. It is better to take refuge in the LORD than to trust
in princes. All the nations surrounded me, but in the name of the LORD I cut them off. They
surrounded me on every side, but in the name of the LORD I cut them off. They swarmed around
me like bees, but they died out as quickly as burning thorns; in the name of the LORD I cut them
off. I was pushed back and about to fall, but the LORD helped me. The LORD is my strength
and my song; he has become my salvation. Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the
righteous: "The LORD's right hand has done mighty things! The LORD's right hand is lifted
high; the LORD's right hand has done mighty things!" I will not die but live, and will proclaim
what the LORD has done. The LORD has chastened me severely, but he has not given me over
to death. Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter and give thanks to the LORD .This
is the gate of the LORD through which the righteous may enter. I will give you thanks, for you
answered me; you have become my salvation. The stone the builders rejected has become the
capstone; the LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. This is the day the LORD has
made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. O LORD , save us; O LORD , grant us success. Blessed is
he who comes in the name of the LORD. From the house of the LORD we bless you. The LORD
is God, and he has made his light shine upon us. With boughs in hand, join in the festal
procession up to the horns of the altar. You are my God, and I will give you thanks; you are my
God, and I will exalt you. Give thanks to the LORD , for he is good; his love endures forever.
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September through December
Sunday
Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He
was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in
the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. There came a man who was sent from God,;
his name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all
men might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. The true
light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. He was in the world, and though
the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. He came to that which was
his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in
his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- children born not of natural descent, nor
of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth. John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he
of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me." From the
fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. For the law was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God, but God
the One and Only, who is at the Father's side, has made him known.
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Monday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Luke 1:46-55

My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has been
mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, for
the Mighty One has done great things for me-- holy is his name. His mercy extends to those who
fear him, from generation to generation. He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has
scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down rulers from their
thrones but has lifted up the humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the
rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to Abraham and
his descendants forever, even as he said to our fathers.
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Tuesday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Malachi 3:1-5

“See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the
Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire,
will come,” says the LORD Almighty. But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can
stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. He will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then
the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah
and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD , as in days gone by, as in former years. So [ will
come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and
perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the
fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me, says the LORD Almighty.
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Wednesday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Daniel 7:13-14

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming
with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He
was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language
worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.

- 18 -

C:\Documents and Settings\keith\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLKD5\2005 Reading Plan.DOC



Thursday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Luke 1:68-79

Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his
people. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David (as he said
through his holy prophets of long ago), salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who
hate us-- to show mercy to our fathers and to remember his holy covenant, the oath he swore to
our father Abraham: to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him
without fear in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, my child, will be
called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, because of
the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on
those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.
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Friday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Philippians 2:5-11

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking
the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! Therefore God
exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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Saturday

Daily reading from the Gospels
Meditation on the Gospels reading
Prayer

Dear Father always near us

May your name be treasured and loved

May you rule completely in us

Give us today the things we need today

Forgive our wrongs against you as we are forgiving all who do wrong against us
Deliver us from everything bad.

Revelation 5:1-14

Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both
sides and sealed with seven seals. And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who
is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?" But no one in heaven or on earth or under the
earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. I wept and wept because no one was found who
was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep!
See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the
scroll and its seven seals." Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the
center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He came and took the
scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they
were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a
new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and
with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and
nation. You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign
on the earth." Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living
creatures and the elders. In a loud voice they sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to
receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" Then I
heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in
them, singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory
and power, for ever and ever!"
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