
 
 
January is a month where we purposefully celebrate all aspects of God’s gift of LIFE.   
 
“From Invisible to Indispensable!” is Lutherans For Life’s theme for Sanctity of Human Life Sun-
day, which is set for January 24, 2021.   
 
In our own lives we too can look back at our beginning, our conception, and with joy 
say; thank you God for the gift of life!  And like our church we too have traveled 
through many of our own challenges and again we can have joy as we recognize and 
celebrate God’s promise fulfilled – He is with us! 
 
It does not matter what stage of life development you are in.   
 
God loves you and highly values your life.  He created you and that alone gives your 
life value and purpose.  God has a plan for you, and He says you are important enough 
to lay down His life for you.  You are indeed loved… even if you are 90 years old or 9 
years old or even if you are not yet born. 
 
Our culture does not always value human life.   
 
Sometimes God’s gift of life is seen as a burden, an unwelcome intrusion into the plans 
that we have for our life.  We think that we are in ownership of our lives and that we 
are free to do whatever we want with our bodies… but a Christian realizes that “we are 
not our own, we have been bought with a price” and that price is the blood that Jesus 
shed for our redemption.  God is the Creator and all that we are and have belongs to 
Him alone. 
 
Life is precious.  You are precious.  Celebrate with us this January the gift of LIFE!   
 
God bless us you this New Year 2021.  In Christ, 

For with You is the fountain of life; in Your Light we see light. Psalm 36:9 
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Parish Education – Bible Study Schedule  
January 2021 
 
Please check over the many Bible Classes and TLC Bible Groups available 
throughout the week.  If you have questions or desire more information, you may 
contact the class leader or DCE Rob Grady – 708-839-1200 ext.127.  All studies 
are weekly unless otherwise noted. 
 
Sunday Morning 
Youth Bible Studies – 9:30 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.  

High School Youth Bible Class meets in the school art room.  
 Sunday School for Three-Year-Old through Grade 8 currently meets in the church basement.   
 
Tuesday Evening  
A study titled “Studies and Parables in Luke” meets each week in Church Sanctuary and on Facebook Live at 7:00 p.m.  Pastor 
Bob is the facilitator. 
 
Tuesday Evening  
Join us as we begin the study “LifeLight: Wilderness Wanderings” in the church basement at 7:00 p.m.  This class is facilitated 
by Rob Grady.  This is a study of the books of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.  
 
Wednesday Morning 
Men’s Bible Class meets weekly at 6:30 a.m. in the Church Library.  Facilitated by Tom Bruns we will continue the study of Ed-
win Lutzer’s book “The Church in Babylon.”    
 
Wednesday Morning TLC  
We will continue our study on Timothy, Titus, and Philemon on January 13 and 27.  We usually meet the second and fourth 
Wednesday, and any fifth Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.  We will meet in the Church Library. 
 
Thursday Afternoon TLC 
TLC Bible Study Group will meet on January 14 and 28 at 4:30 p.m. via Skype.  The class is led by Sharon Wendte (630-455-
1775).  We are continuing the study on “Psalms”.  

Church Library News -Email :  LIBRARY@TLBR.ORG 
 

Happy New Year! May 2021 be a blessing as you grow in your faith and relationship with our Savior!  A common 

resolution made at the new year is to spend more time with Our Lord through a stronger devotional life. Excellent!  
But where to start???  Fear not! Devotional resources abound!!!    

First, our church library has some great One Year Devotionals: 

Guide Me, Lord (this title is not available digitally) and Guide Me Ever are collections of Portals of Prayer. Every 

Day with the Savior is also written in the same tradition. 

New this year is Unveiling Mercy: 365 Daily Devotions on Insights from Old Testament Hebrew by Chad Bird 

(1517 Publishing, 2020). Written for the English speaker and not the Hebrew scholar, the author serves as a 
guide who will lead you through the mansion of the Old Testament, filled with Hebrew treasures, to point out 

and explain their value to you. Yes, by the end, you will know much more about Hebrew, but, more important-

ly, you will know far more about Jesus, which is the true purpose of the devotional. He explains everything 

about each day’s Hebrew word in clear and understandable ways. Experience “Aha! moments” as you trace 

connections between the Old and New Testaments. The Christ-soaked scrolls of the Torah, Prophets, and Writ-
ings show us who the Son of God is, and how He was both active and foreshadowed in Israel’s history and 

Scriptures. Unveiling Mercy will lead you from January 1st with Genesis 1 through those Old Testament scrip-

tures ending with Malachi 4 on December 31st. Along the way, each devotion will present you with a little He-

brew gift to show how all the parts of the Old Testament usher us to the Messiah. 

Day by Day from Martin Luther - Daily readings from Luther’s Works encourage and point us to Jesus and His 

Gospel. These brief daily readings sound as if they were just written yesterday. They are as relevant now as 

when first penned. Why not enjoy a little Luther this year? 

Continued on page 10 
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Preschool Outdoors at Trinity, Burr Ridge—NIDnews.org 
At Trinity Lutheran School in Burr Ridge, preschool 
looks a little different this year. 

Every day, Leann Dewitt’s classes meet under an out-
door canopy for instruction. They wear coats and hats 
in the chilly autumn air. The sounds of wind and traf-
fic hum in the background as Leann leads the four- 
and five-year-olds in the songs and rhymes they know 
so well. 

Attending the virtual Play First Summit over the sum-
mer, Leann had heard educators from around the 
world talk about the importance of independent play 
in young children’s development. 

“One of the things I learned was when adults step 
back, kids step up,” says Leann. “I think that’s so important. Before, I was 
trying to help [my students] with every little problem that they had. But if 
you step back and see if they try to work out their own issues, they can 
most likely do it. And of course you step in on those times when they 
need help.” 

“Every day I came home, she had more and more stuff to tell me. She was 
just on fire with positivity… with what she wanted to do with the outside 
classroom,” says Andy Dewitt, Principal at Trinity and Leann’s husband. 
“Her theory has always been a play-based model. It made it an easy tran-
sition, really, to be outside.” 

The presence of the COVID-19 pandemic provided further reason for 
moving a classroom outside, as open-air spaces are associated with a low-
er risk of infection. The children wear their masks when receiving instruc-
tion in close quarters. 

Parents and students have both responded positively to the new classroom 
format. When asked why he looked so dejected leaving school one day, 

one student said, “There’s no school tomorrow.” The plan is for class meetings to remain outside if the weather is 20 
degrees Fahrenheit or over. Leann diligently reminds parents to make sure their children are appropriately dressed for 
whatever the weather brings. 

One of the best parts about teaching outside is the connection with God’s creation. Pastor Bob Geaschel says, “From Old 
to New Testament, God reveals himself as the one true God by declaring, ‘I am the maker of heaven and earth.’ You can 
go to Isaiah 44, 45, and you can see where God says, ‘I am the Lord; there is no other. I have made the sea and all that is 
in it, and the earth is formed by my hands.’ God describes Himself as the true God through His creative action. What an 
awesome thing to have a Christian preschool outside, interacting with the creation of God, which reveals His existence!” 

For Leann, the greatest success is that the kids are happy, healthy, and growing. “It’s them being able to just be them-
selves and use all of their energy and not be in tight quarters inside playing on a rug playing with toys. They’re able to 
be just children.” 

Page 5 Trinity Torch 



Life Sunday Calvary Lutheran Baby Bank update – by Deaconess Lori Trinche 
Something both beautiful and tragic happened at the Baby Bank yesterday.  Moms were served with love, showered with prayer and care 
– diapers and wipes, baby food and formula, clothing, toys for the children and Arch books to share God’s Word.   I received notes of 
gratitude and several pictures capturing the love and joy that are a lovely reminder of the impact of this ministry.  One note to pass along 
from the grandmother of our recent twins, Chase, and Carter, who were preemies we prayed for back when it was expected that 
one of the boys would be born with a serious heart defect and mom asked for our prayers to carry close to term.     

“Merry Christmas to you, your family and the Church congregation.  So grateful for all of you that serve the Lord’s children.”      

We have recently had to for the first time reach out to another non-Lutheran congregation to get help in send-
ing volunteers as we do not have any young people or young families serving in the ministry.  We have had to 
recruit from neighboring LCMS churches to stay open.  Several of our newer volunteers have stepped back 
especially recently during the pandemic because they are in the most at-risk category. 

During the pandemic we have been blessed by donations, we are grateful to Immanuel Hillside, and friends 
from Trinity Burr Ridge and Grace Western Springs, so the cupboards are well stocked.  Christian Fellowship 
Church in Itasca has recently added to this with extra abundance.   

What has been missing is the personal connection to the church so that the women have a place to worship, 
women’s Bible studies to attend and youth activities available for the children to share love and fellowship 
with others and learn God’s Word.  Calvary is one of only a handful of Lutheran congregations in our area 
that partners with a local crisis pregnancy in the unique opening of its doors to serve women and children in 
crisis pregnancies, showering them with love and grace.     

Our last Baby Bank at Calvary Wood Dale will be on February 18th and the first opening at the new 
location at Christian Fellowship Church in Itasca on March 6th which is my birthday and a day that I nor-
mally would be serving these moms with joy.  They will likely have more than enough volunteers to serve the 
needs of the moms, so a full transition of this ministry is currently planned.   

Please pray for Pastor Heller in the transition of this ministry to the non-LCMS church nearby that has a large 
group of volunteers anxious to love and serve these moms and babies, and active intergenerational family 
ministries to gladly, and with grace, adopt these moms into their hearts and church home.    

Pastor Heller has faithfully served for at least 13 years in opening their doors at Calvary - his passion for life 
ministry has been a personal inspiration to me.  His own key volunteers have moved due to health reasons and 
the operation would have closed without the pleas for help from the women it serves.  I have worked over the 
past two years to help get the word out and generate interest and appreciate many from our congregation step-
ping forward. 

May God teach us something in this and enable us to do better in engaging our next generation of Lutherans to 
serve in ministries upholding the sanctity of human life, so that they learn firsthand how precious life is from 
our very conception, actively seek ways to serve in compassion for the at-risk and most vulnerable at both 

ends of life - all to the glory of God and increase of His Kingdom.   We must continue to speak up and actively stand up For Life.   







Youth News 
Plans are being made for a tubing day at Wilmot Mountain.  We are looking at tubing for two hours on Satur-
day, January 16.  Right now there is not a cost for this event.  The sign-up sheet is in the school classroom 
where we meet.  Look for more information in the near future. 

Our Pizza Sale has begun.  You should have received a form for you to sell with all the details.  Remem-
ber that those forms, along with the money are due by January 14.  If you did not receive a form, please 
contact Mr. Grady. 

We are looking into a return trip to Feed My Starving Children in the near future.  There were a number of 
people on the waiting list or were unable to attend because a conflict in their schedule. 

Clothing Drive - Just a reminder that we are continuing to collect clothes, bedding, shoes, belts and other 
soft material items (No stuffed animals).  Our next drop-off will be at the end of February. 



A Year in the Old Testament, A Year in the New Testament, A Year with the Church Fathers.  Each of these in-

corporates a reading from the New Testament, the Old Testament, and a Psalm and includes a brief meditation. 

A Year with the Church Fathers features both famous and lesser known Fathers and serves as a reminder that, 
as part of a family of believers that spans centuries and continents, we all encounter the same issues as we 

strive to be faithful ambassadors in a fallen world until our Lord brings us home.  

To Live with Christ by Bo Giertz - This book is fantastic! It is a daily devotion book following the historic lection-

ary by one of the great lights of confessional Lutheranism in the 20th century, Bishop Bo Giertz. He is best 

known in our circles for his book, The Hammer of God, but he’s written many wonderful works. Written by the 

Swedish pastor who journeyed from atheism to Lutheranism, each 2-page reading points to the forgiveness and 

atonement Christ won for you. This book follows the church year, not the calendar year.  

The Lord Will Answer - This daily resource can be used in addition to all the above because time spent in the 

Catechism should never be confined to the time of Confirmation, but rather serve as a foundation we build up-
on our whole lives. This book follows the church year, not the calendar year.  (If you want to spend time in the 

Lutheran Confessions this year, including both the Small and Large Catechisms, try https://

www.bookofconcord.org/ for daily readings, apps, and audio resources.) 

God Grant It from C.F.W. Walther - The founder of our Synod speaks with directness about our human condition 

in these readings taken from his sermons. God’s Truth proclaimed here is as applicable today as when Walther 

first proclaimed it 150 years ago. This book follows the church year, not the calendar year. 

All of these suggestions are brief and enjoyable for daily use. The books are available in our library.  Kindle or 

iBooks versions also exist online. Each was published by Concordia Publishing House (www.cph.org). 

A few other edifying resources to consider: 

Meditations on the Gospels: According to His Word – First published by Concordia in the 1940s, the devotions in 

this book are based on the complete text of the four Gospels. They discuss the Gospel writers – who they were, 

why they wrote – and they reflect on the text to deepen our understanding. Published by CPH and available in 

our library. Kindle or iBooks versions exist online. 

A Year in the Gospels with Martin Luther is not a daily devotional, but rather a weekly one. With longer selec-

tions, this 2 volume set offers the opportunity place yourself in a pew in Germany as Martin Luther preaches 

powerful, blunt sermons for each Sunday. A real treat!  This book follows the church year, not the calendar year. 
Published by CPH and available in our library. Kindle or iBooks versions exist online. 

A Year of Grace – with sermons by Bo Giertz is also not a daily devotional, but rather a weekly one. You will find 

that Giertz never pulls punches. He preaches the Law without compromise, but just when the Law has done 
it’s work, he applies the Gospel. (2 book set)  This book follows the church year, not the calendar year. Published 

by 1517 Publishing and available in our library. Kindle or iBooks versions exist online. 

Everything mentioned here is available as a physical book and digital media, so you can enrich your faith at home 

and on the go. This year take time to spend with the One who will be with you all 525,600 minutes! 

Finally, a recommendation for an app: The “Pray Now” app ($8.99) for Apple or Android is fabulous!!  It is the app 

form of the Treasury of Daily Prayer. Scripture readings, prayers, psalms, hymnody, writings from the Church 

fathers appointed for each day work together to deepen reflection and encourage personal devotion. This is a 

deeply enriching resource that can assist you in developing a regular pattern of prayer and devotion through-

out your whole day. Putting this resource together as an app for the tech-minded was a brilliant move.  

Please feel free to speak with your library representative should you have questions regarding any of these re-

sources. God bless you as you grow in your love and knowledge of Him. 

***Remember, your church library is always here to assist you with tools and resources to aid 

in your Christian walk. However, in compliance with CDC guidelines, we are not allowing an-
yone to remove books on your own, at this time.*** 

Please email the library and we will pull the books and arrange pick-up. 

“How do I know what books are in the library?”  you may ask…..  I am so glad you did!!  Trinity’s library is now 

available digitally!!  To view what books we carry in the library, you can access our full catalog at:  
www.librarything.com/catalog/TLBRCHURCHLIBRARY 

Your library representative, Crista Childers LIBRARY@TLBR.ORG 

“So let us not lose heart, even in these last, troubled times.  Let us not forsake the ship of the Church, thinking it will soon 
sink.  We would eternally regret our decision, for outside this ship, there is no salvation, just as there was no rescue for those 
who were not aboard Noah’s ark.  As that ark smoothly navigated through the flood and finally came to rest, safe and 
sound on Mount Ararat, so too will the ship of the Church pass through the world’s storm sea and finally rest on the eternal 
mountains of divine grace.  Then we who have remained true in the faith will have our turn to cry out, full of amazement, 
“What sort of man is this, that even the winds and sea obey Him?” An we will have all of eternity to rejoice in the answer to 
that question.” – C.F.W Walther from God Grant It 

Continued from page 2 
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Thank you for supporting Trinity Lutheran School. 
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Primary Business Address 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 

M ICROSOFT  

ChurchPhone: 555-555-
5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 
Email: 

Email Addresses: 
trinitylutheranschool@ 

comcast.net 
rgeaschel@tlbr.org 

adewitt@mytlsonline.com 
rgrady@tlbr.org 

rbordak@tlbr.org 
csecretary@tlbr.org 
lvasquez@tlbr.org 
heggert@tlbr.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Church Office Hours 
Mon—Thurs 8am-3pm 
School Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 8am-3pm 
 

In an emergency, contact  
Pastor Bob 

(708)846--4170/call or text 
 

Pastor Emeritus Albrecht  

(815) 293-0934 / home 

(815) 531-7590 / cell 

www.tlbr.org 

www.mytls.org 

TRINIT Y  
LUTHERAN  
CHURCH  & 

SCHOOL  

11503 German Church 
Road 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 

Church: (708)839-1200 
School: (708)839-1444 
Fax: (708)839-8503 

January Birthdays 
1 Kiley Mahoney 

 Kimberly Rediehs 

2 Jayden Williams 

3 Sheryl Diamond 

 Emma Hruska 

 Cindy Leicht 

 Nora Malina 

4 Eva Borchardt 

 Heather Stephens 

6 Nicholas Polchan 

 Christina Rediehs 

7 Susan Zaccari 

8 Ryan Cohen 

 Mitchell Giliano 

 Ted Gogolewski 

9 Haley Dahlstrand 

10 Dolores Joiner 

 Vincent Saculla 

11 Burton Beyer 

 Sandi Bulthuis 

12 Abigail Hruska 

 Jacob Kearney 

12 Brooke Randolph 

13 Sheri Abernathy 

 D. David Lyall 

 Robert Wott 

14 Alex DeWitt 

14 Payton Kohutynski 

 Karla O’Shea 

15 Charlotte Reschke 

16 Hope Bowling 

 Georgetta Rediehs 

17 Marshall Allen 

 Daniel Murray 

18 Alan VanDahm 

19 Julie Bergman 

 Kevin Collins 

 Lisa Collins 

 William Cook 

 Mark Pasterik 

20 Mark Winterroth 

21 JoAnne Buege 

 Beth Lyons 

 Debra Weisbecker 

23 Alexander Aluzas 

 Jakob Pallisard 

24 Hope Salverredy 

25 Kylie Orrick 

 Stephen Pahr 

 Norm Tiedt 

26 Margaret Benes 

 Deb Hammes 

26 Roberta Wernli 

27 David Kneller 

 Karson Kurzeja 

 Julie Tyree 

28 Kelly Payne 

 Mary Windzio 

29 Jonathan Benstent 

31 Christina Drewniany 

 Brody Magnesen 

Trinity Members Come Through Again! 
By Rev. Mark Bussert, Director of Stewardship 

In spite of everything – and you probably know what I mean by 
“everything” – the members and contributors of Trinity have once 
again outdone themselves! In a year that has not only seen many 
infections and deaths from the corona virus, and a severe economic 
impact on restaurants, theaters, airlines and numerous other busi-
nesses, you have continued to return offerings to the Lord and sup-
ported the ministries of Trinity. As of the end of October, offerings 
are about $21,000 (3.7%) ahead of the same time last year.  Usually 
I like to see a 5%-6% increase…this year 3.7% thrills me! 

In addition, you have responded generously in our annual Fall Stewardship Emphasis, 
“Live Generously,” exceeding both the number of Faith Commitments turned in last year 
(113 this year vs. 109 last year) and the amount of offerings committed ($446,625 vs. 
$439,884). 29 (27%) return a tithe or more. More than 40% indicated an increase in their 
offering for the year to come. Under the circumstances, I consider this astounding and 
heartening. 

We could take credit for being generous, but really this is the work of the Holy Spirit, 
who creates and nurtures faith in our hearts. It is not possible for us to be this generous 
without faith! Without faith, we are selfish and fearful. Once we know that God provides 
for us and meets all our needs, we are enabled to give freely. And when we realize the 
depth of His love for us – that “He spared not His own Son, but gave Him up for us 
all” (Romans 8:32) -- we are motivated by gratitude and love to give offerings to Him. 

Thank you, Trinity supporters – and Praise God! 
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