
September 2020 
 
Thank you everyone. 

Yes, in my last two Torch articles, I have thanked several people who have been helping at Trinity.  I named 
names and listed specific ministries.  I could absolutely continue because so many volunteers have been help-
ing in extraordinary ways – like the Altar Guild, Elders, Church Library, Worship Reservations, etc.   

But as we enter the month where we begin our Stewardship sermon series, I want to thank each of you for your 
support of our church and school.  I also want to thank you for your ongoing flexibility and courage as we 
begin increasing our in-person worship opportunities. 

So… to all of you who have courageously moved over to electronic or bank giving, you are an amazing bless-
ing to us.  Your scheduled and timely gifts remove a burden of uncertainty with regarded to church budget and 
finances and ensures that our ministry continues.  Thank you so much.  For those who are mailing in or drop-
ping off offerings in-person, during worship or at the office, we love seeing you and so very thankful for your 
continued support for the Gospel ministry at Trinity!!! 

In June we began in-person worship.  Three services with reserved seating, new health protocols and cleaning 
solutions, etc.  We are so happy to report zero concerns or complications so far.  Thank you God!  We also 
continue to livestream or worship services, Bible Study and devotions.  You can find then anytime on our 
church YouTube page or check our church website.  I encourage each of you sign up for our weekly church 
email to get the latest up-to-date info about our church.   

In August, our school also opened for in-person, 5 days a week, full schedule, Christian Education.  What a 
blessing!  So far all is well, and we are so thankful for the 21 new students that enrolled for this year!  We are 
also excited about our outdoor classroom and outdoor activities.  Continue to keep our school in your prayers 
(and yes, we do have a few openings if you know someone still looking for a full day Christian school pro-
gram).  Public school confirmation begins in September. 

Thank-You God for blessings received! 

In Christ, 

 
 
 

 
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness.  -Lamentations 3:22-23 

For with You is the fountain of life; in Your Light we see light. Psalm 36:9 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

The Second Article 
 

And [I believe] in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered un-
der Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He de-
scended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father 
Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 

What does this mean? 
I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eterni-
ty, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has 
redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with 
gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent 
suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His 
kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 
blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity. 
This is most certainly true. 
 

What does it mean to confess that Jesus is Lord? 
It means to acknowledge that He rules over all things as our Creator and Redeemer, and that Jesus is the Lord 
God Himself (YHWH/YaHWeH) in our human flesh. 
Romans 10:9-10 
Colossians 1:16-20 
 

What does it mean to confess that Jesus is true God? 
The Son is God in the very same sense that the Father is God – namely, He existed from all eternity and, to-
gether with the Father and the Spirit, created the entire universe and everything within it. 
John 1:3 
1 Corinthians 8:6 
Colossians 1:16-17 
 

What does it mean that Jesus is true man? 
Jesus is human in the very same sense that we are human, except without sin. 
Hebrews 4:15 
1 Timothy 2:5-6 

Announcing New Church Secretary 
Sometime in September, if you call the church office or stop 
by, you may be greeted by our new church secretary, Mrs. 
Sara Hendrickson.  Most of you know Sara, she is the daugh-
ter of Neil and Deb Hammes, and a graduate of Trinity Lu-
theran School.  Sara is married to Justin and they have a son, 
David, who is in fourth grade at our school.  The Hendrickson 

family are members at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Downers Grove where Sara is the 
Vacation Bible School Director and Church Nursery Administrator.   

 

Mrs. Nancy Hanson, our current secretary, is moving to Indiana 
to be closer to family - especially her grandchildren.  Please feel 
free to send a thank you note to Nancy or give her a call at the 
church office and thank her for her dedicated service to Trinity.   

 

Thank you Nancy and welcome Sara!!! 

 

Marilyn Eggert 

175 Santa Fe Lane 

Willow Springs, IL 

60480 

708-784-1226 
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Parish Education – Bible Study Schedule September 2020 
 

Please check over the many Bible Classes and TLC Bible Groups available 
throughout the week.  If you have questions or desire more information, you 
may contact the class leader or DCE, Rob Grady – 708-839-1200 ext. 6.  All 
studies are weekly unless otherwise noted.    
 

Sunday Morning 

Adult and Youth Bible Studies – 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  

The Adult Bible Class is held in the Church Library.  

High School Youth Bible Class meets in the school conference room.  

  Sunday School for Three-Year-Old through Grade 8 currently meets in the church basement.   
 
Tuesday Evening  
Join us as we continue the study “LifeLight: Feasts” in the Church Basement at 7:00 p.m.  This class is facili-
tated by Rob Grady.  We will begin on September 8. 
 

Tuesday Evening 
A study titled “Four Parables of Jesus” will meet weekly starting September 15 in the Church Sanctuary at 
7:00 p.m.  Pastor Bob is the facilitator.  Register for the handouts at rgeaschel@tlbr.org.     
 
Wednesday Morning  
Men’s Bible Class meets weekly at 6:30 a.m. in the Church Library.  Facilitated by Tom Bruns we will contin-
ue the study of Francis Chan’s book “Forgotten God”.   We will begin back up in January 2021.  
 

Wednesday Morning TLC  
We will continue our study on Ephesians and 1 and 2 Thessalonians on September 9, 23, and 30. We usually 
meet the second and fourth Wednesday and any fifth Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.   We will meet in the church 
library.  
 
Thursday Afternoon TLC  
TLC Bible Study Group will meet on September 10 and 24 at 4:30 p.m. via Skype.  The class is led by Sharon 
Wendte (630-455-1775).  We are continuing a study on “Angels”.  
 
Saturday Morning 
Beginning on Saturday, September 12th we will gather every other week from 9 a.m. to explore excerpts from 
Callings for Life: God's Plan, Your Purpose by Jeffrey Leininger, Campus Pastor at Concordia University, 
Chicago.   
 
In our quest to "have it all" in life, we might be overwhelmed or stressed, but God's Word speaks a bet-
ter truth about how we are meant to live. Pastor Leininger gives readers five key themes to focus on with 
these struggles and uncertainties, providing reassurance and guidance while reminding us all that God 
does have a plan for our lives.  
 
Ever wonder, what is my purpose in life?  Has the Covid pandemic got you down or rethinking what really 
matters?  If so, join us for this six-week study on callings.   
 
Class will be facilitated by Lori Trinche and limited to 12 participants.  We will meet in the church li-
brary.  Please contact Lori at ltrinche@yahoo.com by September 5th if you are interested in participating.   
 
No matter if you are a recent graduate, an adult that is feeling “stuck” or “bored” in their current vocation, 
someone that has recently lost their job, or a retiree wondering what is next, there is something practical here 
for you to take away!  
 
Serving and fellowship opportunities will be available to interested participants on the alternating Satur-
days.  No class study on November 7th. 

javascript:void(0);


Caring Network Annual Banquet Update 
I am writing to you with a save the date.  October 22nd is the date for 
the annual Caring Network banquet held at the Drury Lane theater to 
help support the ministry efforts of those who assist moms in crisis 
pregnancy situations.  The event last year had over 1200 people in 
attendance!  The banquet always includes an excellent speaker, deli-
cious dinner and a free will offering opportunity to support this life-saving ministry.   

This year due to Covid-19, the banquet will be virtual, but we will be holding a “mini-banquet” at Trinity with a 
maximum of 12 guests.  We’ll have our own delicious boxed dinner in the church library at 6:30 p.m. with a free will 
offering and in-gathering opportunity for Caring Network and the Baby Bank.  Then, we will listen in via Zoom to the 
speaker and ministry update which begins at 7 p.m.  The speaker this year is Dr. David Jeremiah, a pastor, and the host 
of Turning Point Ministries.  Other congregations are holding their own Caring Network benefit event that evening 
and will also be joining in via Zoom.  More details to follow.  

I hope dinner attendees and others unable to attend the banquet but interested in helping the moms, might bring new or 
gently used 0-3 month clothing for boys or girls, baby shampoo or baby lotion, a baby Bible (English or Spanish) or 
mom's encouraging devotional.  These will be an in-gathering offering for the Calvary Lutheran Church Baby Bank 
which supports the Caring Network moms on an ongoing basis. 

Covid-19 2020 has brought each of us unprecedented challenges and has been difficult on the moms that choose life for 
their babies.  Abortion clinics remained open in Illinois when the Baby Bank was closed, like everything else at the start 
of the pandemic.  Pastor Heller at our LCMS sister congregation in Wood Dale, made the decision to reopen after receiv-
ing several calls for assistance, but worried that he would get no volunteers to help.  Over the spring and summer, sever-
al of our own Trinity members have stepped up to help in volunteering with time, talents, and needed supplies 
which have all been a great blessing and uphold not only in word, but in sacrificial deed, the sanctity of human 
life.  

Please contact Lori Trinche at ltrinche@yahoo.com if you are interested in attending the Caring Network mini-banquet 
event at TLBR on October 22, 2020.   
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Human Care Ministry 
We will be collecting non-perishable items and dry goods of St. Matthews Soup Kitchen.  
Suggested items can jars of Peanut Butter and Jellies, cans of Soup, noodle boxes, Mac n 
cheese boxes, canned vegetables, jars of spaghetti sauces, packaged cookies, paper towel and 
napkins, coffee cans for the ministry staff.  A collection box will be placed in the Narthex. 

During these challenging times, a phone call or note sent to anyone you know who are home-
bound will make them smile. 

Also, please say thanks to Pastor Bob, Principal DeWitt and the school and Church office staff 
who continually work to keep our Church and school running smoothly. 

Also, give many thanks to the teachers who have additional challenges in providing student education this coming year. 

Be safe and stay healthy. 

Blessings to all. 
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TRIP ORDER FORM 
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Thank you for supporting Trinity Lutheran School. 
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“Live Generously”: Our Stewardship Theme for 2020 
By Rev. Mark Bussert, Director of Stewardship 

 

In some ways, the COVID 19 Pandemic has brought out the best in people – you’ve seen the signs in yards thanking 
healthcare and other essential workers, for example. Perhaps a shared sense of crisis brings people together and helps us 
realize, more than usual, how much we need and depend on others. Maybe we just don’t take things for granted like we 
used to. 

The pandemic has brought out the best in Trinity members! When we canceled worship services in March – oh my gosh, 
just a few weeks before Easter!! – I advised Pastor Bob that we could see a 10-20% decrease in offerings. Instead, we are 
more than 5% ahead of where we expected to be in offering income! Many of you, our members, are already living out 
our theme for our fall Annual Stewardship Emphasis, “Live Generously.” 

This theme is the third in a four-year series based on 1 Timothy 6:19, “take hold of the life that is truly life.” (Some of 
you may remember the 2018 theme, “Live Free,” and the 2019 theme, “Live Simply.”)  

What does it mean to “live generously?” Understanding generosity begins with two questions: “Who is God?” and “Who 
am I?”  A famous Bible verse, 1 John 4:8, says “God is Love.” That’s pretty simple, isn’t it? He is gracious, compassion-
ate, forgiving. He is the supreme giver. “For God so loved the world that He GAVE…” (you can fill in the rest of John 
3:16). 

Who are we? We are His children, created in His image, called to model and display the kindness, mercy and generosity 
of our all-giving God. To “live generously” is to constantly learn to know God better, and to make it our effort every day 
to be like Him. 

The Board of Stewardship prays that this stewardship emphasis will help you to do just that! 

Youth News 
 

Open Youth Room Schedule 

Our Open Youth Room at the start of the school year will be like the past.  We will usually meet on the second and fourth 
Sunday of each month unless there is a conflict with a holiday or another church event. 

This year we will begin by meeting on the school side of Trinity.  Weather permitting, we will stay outside as late as pos-
sible playing organized games and hanging out.  We will have a time for a devotion, some announcements, and some 
snacks.  All food will be individually wrapped.  Face coverings will be required inside the building. 

Each Open Youth Room will begin at 6:30 p.m. and conclude at 8:00 p.m.  Friends are invited to attend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bowling – September 19 

Plans are being made for a social outing at Bowlero in Woodridge on Saturday, September 19.  
We would meet at Trinity at 5:00 p.m. and head out for dinner followed by two hours of bowl-
ing.  We should return to Trinity around 9:30 p.m.  The cost for this event will be $20 and does 
not include any refreshments at the bowling alley. 

Due to Covid, we will probably not be able to all sit at one big table where we go.  The sign-up 
sheet is in the Youth Room, the Grade 7 Confirmation Room or by calling Mr. Grady at 708-
990-5020.  Friends are welcome to attend. 
 

Sunday School and Youth Bible Class 

Our Sunday School and Youth Bible Class will begin on Sunday, September 13, at 9:45 a.m.  Sunday School will be in 
the church basement and the High School Youth Bible Class will meet in the school.  Please bring your Bible. 

The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped;  
my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him.  Psalm 28:7 
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M ICROSOFT  

Email Addresses: 
trinitylutheranschool@comcast.net 

rgeaschel@tlbr.org 
adewitt@mytlsonline.com 

rgrady@tlbr.org 
rbordak@tlbr.org 

csecretary@tlbr.org 
lvasquez@tlbr.org 
heggert@tlbr.org 

 
SUMMER OFFICE 

HOURS 
Church Office Hours 
Tues—Thurs 8am-3pm 
School Office Hours 

Tues—Thurs 8:30am-12pm 
 

In an emergency, contact  
Pastor Bob 

(708)846--4170/call or text 
 

Pastor Emeritus Albrecht  

(815) 293-0934 / home 

(815) 531-7590 / cell 

www.tlbr.org 

www.mytls.org 

TRINIT Y  
LUTHERAN  
CHURCH  & 

SCHOOL  

11503 German Church 
Road 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 

Church: (708)839-1200 
School: (708)839-1444 
Fax: (708)839-8503 

September Birthdays 
1 Denise Carrera 

 Joseph DeWitt 

 Zachary Schwoebel 

2 Steve Freese 

3 Joanne Stastny 

 Terah Thomas 

4 Deb Hardtke 

5 Ethan Bond 

6 Bryan Rozum 

 Elizabeth Zasadzinski 

7 Mia Borchardt 

 Linda Chize 

 Susan Gustafson 

 Patrice Trzupek 

8 Leyton Mueller 

 Theodore Rodriguez 

9 Carrie St. Clair 

 Nancy Ulrich 

10 Valerie Halek 

 Grace Hughes 

 Pamela Sneath 

10 Dawn Zasadzinski 

11 Dan Cermak 

 Robbie Gasparas 

 Jeffery Murphy 

12 Anthony Pomadchin 

13 Jonathan Diamond 

14 Richard Kisielius 

Maxton Link 

Fred Salev 

15 Blake Formato 

 Jane Jecmen 

 Jessica Lakics 

 

 

 

 

15 Edward Prendiville 

 Patricia Rediehs 

 Keira Wheeler 

16 Anna Beyer 

 Annabelle Fuller 

 Gabriella Vasquez 

17 Susan Walters 

18 Brian Ernst 

 Bryan Taheri 

19 Larry Behrens 

 Andy DeWitt 

19 Anthony Hruska Jr. 

20 Laurie Beyer 

 Nancy Montelbano 

21 Jamison Rediehs 

 Randy Swanson Jr. 

 Joshua Winterroth 

22 Adam Koshiol 

 Mallory Metrik 

23 Mia Merkouris 

24 Joan Martin 

 Kenneth Payne 

24 Amanda Genutis 

 Sherry Kisielius 

26 Danielle Radtke 

27 Bob Carroll 

 Carol Stillo 

28 Dave Bohac 

29 Mary Ann Schmidt 
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