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How our Christian Education programs work together at Trinity: 

September is the month that our Sunday School, Confirmation and Bible Classes resume for all ages.  But if 
you take a closer look, we have a purposeful, year-round education program at Trinity.  Each program builds 
on and supports the others.  VBS, Sunday School, Confirmation, Camp Luther, Youth Group, Small Group 
Bible Study, and Large Group Bible Study.  Our education programs work together to create a network of 
learning in which Christian disciples are raised up and sent to serve God and others. 

Vbs students are given opportunities to explore their faith through music, games, and crafts, which there may 
not be time for during the shorter Sunday School class. 

Sunday School students experience God’s great love for them in Jesus Christ through biblical literacy.  
While exploring the Old Testament, students learn why Jesus came to earth, died on the cross, and rose from 
the dead.  This knowledge sets up elementary students for our confirmation program.  Before students enter 
confirmation, they should know Bible basics, God’s actions in the Old Testament (Garden of Eden, Flood, 
Tower of Babel, etc.), key people of the Old Testament (Abraham & Sarah, Isaac & Rebecca, Jacob & Esau, 
Joseph, Moses, etc.), the History of Israel (including Joshua, the Judges, Kings, the Prophets, Exile and the 
Return, etc.), the life of JESUS, the stories of Jesus, the Parables, the Miracles, Holy Week, the Early Church 
and the Acts of the Apostles – all taught during our Sunday School program. 

Confirmation classes prepare students to publicly affirm their faith.  Students learn why faith matters and 
how to walk with Jesus throughout their lives, developing a more personal relationship with God.  Wrestling 
with hard questions about faith and seeing how their faith plays out in their daily lives prepares students to 
personally confess their faith. 

Every Christian Education program at Trinity works together to create a community of learning and serving 
within the congregation.  The core teachings of the Bible are the same for preschoolers and for adults.  But as 
we move through different ages and stages, we build on what we have learned and comprehend more of the 
Bible story each time we return to it. 

I encourage every member at Trinity to be active in the Christian Education program at our church.  I know 
that God will bless you as your grow in His Word.  In Christ, 

 
 

For with You is the fountain of life; in Your Light we see light. Psalm 36:9 

Trinity Torch 
Inside this issue: 

Announcements 5,11 

Birthdays 15 

Calendar 16 

Evangelism 6 

J.O.Y. Club 14 

Ladies Aid 2 

Library News 13 

LWML 9 

Market Day 12 

Parish Education 10 

Principal News 12 

Rummage Sale 6 

Stewardship 2 

Sunday School 5 

Thank You 13 

Youth Board 14 

SEPTEMBER  2019 



Trinity Torch Page 2 

Stewardship 
 

“Ah, the Simple Life!” 
By Rev. Mark Bussert, Director of Stewardship 

When I sit on the deck of our cabin in Wisconsin, trouble seems to 
melt away, stress subsides, and distractions fade. We have no TV, no 
internet, and no robo-calls. We listen to the wind, the birds, and the 
crickets. I read, garden, or do a jigsaw puzzle. Sometimes I paint. 

Sounds idyllic, doesn’t it? Sometimes it feels that way. But of 
course, then we come back home… 

In our lives, which often seem to be technology-driven, career-driven, to-do-list-driven, financially-driven, 
activity-driven, we sometimes crave a simpler way of life. Do you? 

There are clear benefits to a simplified life, yet we rarely achieve that life. Maybe we don’t know where to 
begin. Maybe we’re suckers for the consumption-driven media. Maybe we “cave” to the expectations and de-
mands of others. And we may discover that we are too busy, over-committed, too much in debt, tense, fraz-
zled, or unhappy. 

Our Fall Stewardship Emphasis is coming (beginning on September 28 & 29), and the focus will be on simpli-
fying our lives, so that we can focus on the things that matter to us, the things that are important. So that, as St. 

Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 6:19, we can “take hold of the life that is truly life.” So that we can focus our time, 
effort and resources on things God desires to see in our lives. Watch for more information later this month. 

Greetings from Trinity Lutheran Ladies Aid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are excited about our upcoming events. We will have more to share after our meeting in September. 

We will be hosting a seminar with a guest speaker on September 28th at 9:00 a.m., in the Church Library. Col-
leen Klimczak, Certified Professional Organizer, will speak on … getting organized!  She will include tips on 
cleaning out our closets and storage areas in preparation for our rummage sale.  Her website is Peace of Mind, 
Professional Organizing, LLC. The Ladies Aid Rummage Sale will be October 25th & 26th. 

The Holiday Market will be on Saturday, November 16, in the school gym. We are still looking for addition-
al crafters. Please help us by spreading the word.  For additional information, please contact Nancy Bordak, 
Eileen Stonys, or Valarie McClain. 

The next meeting of Trinity Lutheran Ladies Aid will be September 9th, at 6:30 p.m.  Please join us.  We ex-
tend a warm welcome to women of all ages to “Come serve the Lord with gladness!”  



 



 



Sunday, November 2 
Leave Trinity following the 11:00 
a.m. worship and return around 

4:30 p.m. 
Cost:  $30.00 

Includes transportation, lunch on 
the bus, and your ticket 
We only have 30 tickets 

Sign up in the Church Narthex 

Sunday School 
Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 8, at 9:45 a.m. 
in the church basement.  We will be introducing a new curricu-
lum from Concordia Publishing House entitled “Enduring 
Faith”.  

Each week we will engage in an opening worship where we will 
sing, hear Bible readings, celebrate birthdays, and collect our 
offering.  We will then go to our class level area where we will 
do our memory work and participate in the Bible story for that 
week. 

Our Sunday School will conclude at 10:45 a.m.  You are invited to join us for worship at 8:30 a.m. 
(Traditional Worship) or 11:00 a.m. (Contemporary Worship) and for Adult Bible Study in the church library 
or in the downstairs level of school 

Enclosed is the registration form for the coming year.  Please bring this with you the first week of Sunday 
School. 

If you would like to assist in our Sunday School please contact Rob Grady at 708-839-1200 ext. 6. 

 
 
 
 
 
Volleyball Tournament 
 
 

The Volleyball Tournament is coming! The  
annual Trinity Volleyball Tournament is coming 
September 13-15.  This is a great opportunity to 
get involved over at the school.  Here are some 
choices: 
 

1.  Volunteer your time.  Meet some new people 
and watch some great volleyball. 

2.  Donate to our concession stand.  Bakery,  
Candy, and Hot Dogs are typically needed. 

3. Got a business that needs advertising? Buy  
advertising space in our tournament book. 

4.  Just come and cheer. 
 

Need more information?  See Lisa Haak at school 
or e-mail her at ljhaak@juno.com. 
 

Go Tigers! 
 

ALUMNI – Come out for the annual Alumni 
game on Sunday, September 15th at noon! 

mailto:ljhaak@juno.com
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ANNUAL RUMMAGE SALE 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

11500 German Church Road 
(Between Wolf and County Line Roads) 

Burr Ridge 

Friday, 10/25 - 9:00 - 3:00 

Saturday, 10/26 - 9:00 - 12:00  ($5/bag after 11:00) 
 

There’s something for everyone.  Household, kitchen & Christmas items; 
clothes, baby things; books, CD’s; electronics; and much much more. 

 

For more information, please see our website at:   www.tlbr.org 

Board of Evangelism 
The Board of Evangelism will be hosting a Fellowship Light Luncheon after 

the 11:00 a.m. service on September 29
th
 in the Church Library area. 

  

The Board of Evangelism will begin a Group Forum on Witnessing Experi-

ences.  This will be held in the Church Library on the First Sunday of the month beginning October 

6
th
 at 6:30 p.m.. 

We will have discussions on our personal experiences of witnessing to others.  We look forward to 

spending time listening and learning new ways of witnessing to people.  It will be a great way to help 

us be more equipped when the opportunity is present.  This will be an open forum and look forward 

to hearing and learning from everyone.  If you have any questions on this, please contact Pat Cermak 

at patcermak@itgtrans.com or Pastor Bob. 

http://www.tlbr.org
javascript:void(0);
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Parish Education – Bible Study Schedule  
September 2019  
  
Please check over the many Bible Classes and TLC Bible Groups 
available throughout the week.  If you have questions or desire 
more information, you may contact the class leader or DCE Rob 
Grady – 708-839-1200 ext.6.  All studies are weekly unless other-
wise noted. 
 
Sunday Morning 
Adult and Youth Bible Studies – 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.  

The Adult is held in the Church Library. This study will be the “Joyfully Lutheran” curriculum.  
 Small Group TLC meets in the lower level of school, “Community” will be our next study. 
 High School Youth Bible Class meets in the school conference room.  

 Sunday School for Three-Year-Old through Grade 8 currently meets in the church basement.   
 
Tuesday Evening  
Join us as we conclude the study “The ‘I AM’ Sayings of Jesus” in the school conference room at 7:00 p.m.  
This class is facilitated by Rob Grady.    
 
Wednesday Morning 
Men’s Bible Class meets weekly at 6:30 a.m. in the Church Library.  Facilitated by Roy Carr (630-323-3688) 
we will continue the study of Francis Chan’s book “Forgotten God”.    
 

Wednesday Morning TLC  
We will begin our study on Ephesians and 1 and 2 Thessalonians on September 11 and 25.  We meet the sec-
ond and fourth Wednesday and any fifth Wednesday.  
 
Thursday Afternoon  
Ladies Bible Class meets weekly at 1:00 p.m. in the home of Susie Carr (630-323-3688).    
 

Thursday Evening TLC  
TLC Bible Study Group meets the second and fourth (September 12 and 26).  The class is led by Sharon 
Wendte (630-455-1775).  We are beginning having a study on “Angels”.  
 
Friday Evening TLC  
TLC Bible Study Group meets in member homes and is led by Cliff Gustafson (815-372-9937). We will begin 
on September 13. 

 
Are you tired of being  

a couch potato? 
  

 

Looking for a way to work out at NO COST to you?  Come out to volleyball in the Trinity Luther-
an school gym!  We meet every Monday, starting September 9th at 7:00 p.m. and play for approxi-
mately an hour and a half.  You don't have to be good, just willing to have some fun and perhaps 
brush up on a few skills.  Everyone 18 or older is invited.  It's also a great way to help a friend become 
familiar with our school and church.  If you can't come every Monday, just come when you can.  If 
you have questions, call Keith Wendte at 630-455-1775.  See you there!  
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Principal’s Page 

GAlatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, PATIENCE, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, gentleness and self-control. AgAinst such things there is no lAw.” 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior! 

Here we are at the beginning of another wonderful school year at Trinity! I am sure the 
Lord will continue to bless each and every student, teacher, and parent throughout the 
year.  

Every school year, the staff likes to look in scripture to find the perfect verse for the 
upcoming school year. This year our theme is the Fruit of the Spirit. This comes from 
Galatians 5:22-23 in the Bible. There are nine “Fruits” that God has blessed us with. 
He wants us to focus on and think about each of them. Every week, we will pick one 
fruit to focus on. This past week, we focused on the fruit “Patience.” We strive to re-
member to have patience in all our relationships throughout our daily interactions.  

I pray that everyone has an enjoyable and safe school year!  

In His Service, 

Mr. DeWitt 

Market Day is back! 

They “will be stocking the shelves over the next few months with a selection of the original, high-quality delicious 
foods that Market Day was built on and we are getting it all started with one of your all-time favorites-
 ChicNSteakes™!  

One Awesome Change…. all orders will now be delivered directly to home or office.  Just place your order on-line 
and we will get them shipped directly to you.  Your orders will arrive via Federal Express or UPS using an eco-
friendly cooler (NO Styrofoam) with dry ice.   Orders will ship within 1 to 2 days of being placed and will be 
packed to remain frozen for up to 8 hours after they arrive at your front door.” 

Please log on to www.marketday.com.  In the upper right side, click on “PICK SCHOOL & REGISTER”, choose 
“Trinity Lutheran School - Burr Ridge - IL”, and continue with your information.  If you do not have a child in 
Trinity, please choose any grade level of PK through 8th grade.  You can order certain bundles now through Sep-
tember 14th.  All pre-orders arrive at your home the week of September 16th. 

As always, thank you for your support! 



Library Update 
 

Our students are back in school.  I’m sure it means they’re shifting from “easy” summer thinking into more dif-
ficult thought patterns.  So… may I challenge you to “study” also?  A question: Do Muslims, Christians, Jews, 
and pious philosophers all believe in and worship the same God?  This study “One True God” by Rev. Edward 
Engelbrecht, senior editor for Concordia Publishing House (LCMS), thoroughly investigates Martin Luther’s 
comments that touch on this issue.  He’ll walk you through the history, interpretation, and translation of Lu-
ther’s thoughts, and help you understand his view in contrast to other Christian thinkers and church bodies. 

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS) held its convention this summer.  At-
tendees used “Why Am I Joy:Fully Lutheran?” for their Bible Study-devotions.  Written 
by Rev. Matthew Harrison (President of LCMS), this treatment of the 6 Chief Parts of 
the Small Catechism is full of cause for joy.  In concrete ways and absolute authority it 
lays out the Gospel of Christ’s full forgiveness for you.  It identifies what it means to be 
fully Lutheran…  joyfully so. 

During the summer, the library was fortunate to receive a gift of 3 books from the 
Bottgers.  She is a fan of Steve Demaree who writes Detective-mystery fiction.  We’re 
featuring them this month. 

“52 Steps to Murder” - Two homicide detectives who detest exercise in any form find 
themselves climbing 52 steps (OFTEN) to solve this crime… especially since someone 
is playing cat-and-mouse games with them. 

“Murder Among Friends” - A young woman disappears from her home in North Carolina and another is found 
murdered in Kentucky.  The common denominator is a photo and knife left at each location… but local police 
are not aware of this connection. 

“A Bridge to Murder” - An upscale neighborhood, a ten foot wall, a security force, a moat and a bridge… and 
still there is a murder and a missing person.  Who could possibly have committed this crime?  Our duo will suc-
ceed!??? ENJOY!!! 

 Elaine Rall, Library Representative 
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Dear Pastor Geaschel, 
 
By participating in our Coins for Caring Network baby bottle 
drive, Trinity Lutheran Church is having a great impact.  The 
baby bottles distributed at your church raised 1,617.55 toward 
the work of Caring Network in our community by helping 
mothers choose life for their children.  As a result of generous contributions like yours, we will be opening an-
other center after the summer in Darien, therefore expanding our reach to women in need.  Caring Network re-
lies heavily on church support, and Trinity Lutheran is truly an example of Christ’s love in action. 

 
All Caring Network’s services are offered to our clients free of charge and we receive NO 
government funding. Therefore, your support enables our counsellors to continue provid-
ing women in need with pregnancy tests, counseling, ultrasounds, and material goods such 
as diapers, as well as provide opportunities for emotional and spiritual healing after a pre-
vious abortion.  Because of your support, lives are being saved and transformed every day 
and we are so grateful that you continue to partner with us in this way. Please place a no-
tice in the church bulletin to thank all your wonderful parishioners! Thank you! 

 

Blessings to you all, 

 
Tracy Kerr 
Special Events Manager 



J.O.Y. Club 

 
Join us on Thursday, September 19 at 11:30 a.m.  Please bring 

your favorite dish. 
 

Please bring a $3.00 gift for Crazy Bunco.  Contact Joyce Tomes at 
630-257-2927 or Donna Halla 708-839-0551 if you have questions. 
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TRINITY YOUTH NEWS! 

GOD’S BLESSINGS TO OUR YOUTH AS THE HEAD 
BACK TO SCHOOL! 

 

 

It seems like we were just ending the school year and talking about all of the events on the youth cal-
endar, and now are headed back to school!  The youth have had quite a busy summer traveling and serv-
ing.  We pray for our youth who are headed back to middle school and high school.  We know you will all 
do great things this year and make your Trinity family proud!  God’s Blessings to our Seniors who gradu-
ated and are headed off to different colleges and universities!  We know you will all do great things! 

 

The High School Youth headed to Minnesota for the National Youth Gathering.  What a blessing for us 
to be with so many people to grow in our faith!   They had a wonderful trip and are looking forward to 
plans for next year’s mission trip!  The Junior High Youth headed to this year’s Mission Trip in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan where they served this community in various capacities for a Week of Hope.  We 
thank God for each and every youth who attended and who took a week of their summer vacation to 
serve those less fortunate.  You are all a blessing, and we pray that you have great memories of your 
week!     

 

Our regular schedule for Open Youth Room will resume in September.  Watch your Youth Newsletter, 
the Torch, Fast Direct, and the weekly Bulletin Announcements for dates and times.  Remember, you 
can always bring a friend.  The refrigerator is always packed with snacks! 

 

A parent meeting was held in August, in the Church Library.  We discussed our upcoming schedule for 
the year which included fundraising, retreats, events, and mission trips.  It was an important meeting.  
If you were unable to attend, we ask that you contact Mr. Grady to get a recap of what was covered.   

 

Plans are being made for our Annual Winter Retreat.  You won’t want to miss out on this event!  More 
details on this fun weekend will be discussed in the fall at Open Youth Rooms.   

 

Blessings on School Year 2019-2020! 

 

The Board of Youth Ministry 
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OFFICE HOURS 

Church Office Hours 
Mon—Thurs 8am-3pm 
School Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 8am-3pm 
 

In an emergency, contact  
Pastor Bob 

(708)846--4170/call or text 
 

Pastor Emeritus Albrecht  

(815) 293-0934 / home 

(815) 531-7590 / cell 
 

www.tlbr.org 

www.mytls.org 

TRINIT Y  
LUTHERAN  
CHURCH  & 

SCHOOL  

11503 German Church 
Road 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 

Church: (708)839-1200 
School: (708)839-1444 
Fax: (708)839-8503 

September Birthdays 
1 Denise Carrera 
 Joseph DeWitt 
 Zachary Schwoebel 
2 Stephan Freese 
3 Joanne Stastny 
 Terah Thomas 
4 Deb Hardtke 
6 Bryan Rozum 
 Elizabeth Zasadzinski 
7 Mia Borchardt 
 Linda Chize 
 Susan Gustafson 
 Patrice Trzupek 
8 Leyton Mueller 
 Theodore Rodriguez 
9 Jan Mueller 
 Carrie St. Clair 
 Nancy Ulrich 
10 Valerie Halek 
 Grace Hughes 
 Pamela Sneath 
10 Dawn Zasadzinski 
11 Daniel Cermak 
 Robbie Gasparas 
 Jeffery Murphy 
12 Anthony  
 Pomadchin 
13 Jonathan Diamond 
14 Richard Kisielius 

Maxton Link 
Fred Salev 

15 Blake Formato 

15 Jane Jecmen 
 Jessica Lakics 
 Edward Pren-

diville 
 Patricia Rediehs 
 Keira Wheeler 
16 Anna Beyer 
 Annabelle Fuller 
 Gabriella Vasquez 
17 Susan Walters 
18 Brian Ernst 
 Bryan Taheri 
19 Larry Behrens 
 Andy DeWitt 
19 Anthony Hruska Jr. 
20 Laurie Beyer 
 Nancy Montelbano 
21 Jamison Rediehs 
 Randy Swanson Jr. 
 Joshua Winterroth 
22 Adam Koshiol 
 Mallory Metrik 
23 Mia Merkouris 
24 Joan Martin 
 Kenneth Payne 
24 Amanda Genutis 
 Sherry Kisielius 
26 Danielle Radtke 
27 Bob Carroll 
 Carol Stillo 
28 Dave Bohac 
29 Mary Ann Schmidt 

The Fifth Commandment 
 

You shall not murder. 
 
What does this mean?   
We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or 
harm our neighbor in his body, but help and support him 
in every physical need. 
 
The Central Thought: 
God created us to care about other people and to help 
them in their time of need.  As Christians, we are to look 
after our neighbors, so that they may enjoy the life God 
has given them.  Consider the Good Samaritan in Luke 
10: 25-37 and ask the question, what opportunities does 
God give me to help my neighbor? 
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