
Hopefully the weather will be changing for us soon.  We certainly have had a lively winter season.  At one 
point, it snowed three Saturdays in a row!  As I write this, we are still in Epiphany.  This is the latest that we 
celebrate Easter.  Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, March 6 this year.  Please mark your calendar and know that 
we have services at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. as usual.  Hopefully, the weather will be much better than in the past, 
and you will be able to join us for midweek worship. 

 
Here is a graphic that is being shared in social media 
among pastor friends of mine.  It is based on a dated 
study (1996), but the principle is so very true, even 
for 2019.   
 
It reflects what we have always known, parental in-
volvement with worship and church activities have 
an impact on whether or not your children remain 
connected to their Christian faith. 
 
I wonder what the actual percentage numbers would 
be today?  We do know that if a strong Christian stu-
dent attends a public university, they are more likely 
to stop being active in their Christian faith.   
 
If the same student attends a Christian school, they 
are more than likely to remain faithful.  Thank God 
for our Christian High Schools and Universities!  
Please remember to consider a Concordia University 
when you are applying for college.  You may get a 
ñLutheran" discount, too!  To our single parents, 
thank you for bringing your children to Trinity.  I 

hope that we can support you in your role as mom or dad.  God bless each of you and hope to see you during 
Lent services.   
 
In Christ, 

For with You is the fountain of life; in Your Light we see light. Psalm 36:9 
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Lenten Lunch 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youth Board will be serving 
Lenten Lunches following the  

10:00 a.m. services on March 6, 
13, 20, 27, April 3, and 10.   

The lunches include homemade 
soup, grilled cheese sandwiches 

and dessert.   

The youth are serving the Lenten 
dinner on March 13 at 5:45 p.m. 

to 6:30 p.m.  

Sunday School News 
 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School is every Sunday in the church 
lower level from 9:45 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.   
We are rehearsing a new song for Palm Sun-
day, April 14.  The song can be found on 
YouTube and is called ñCloaks and Branchesò 
by Richard Cootes.  Please check it out and 
hear what the kids are singing.  Also, help your 
child to learn the words and music by listening 
to the song on YouTube.  I do have lyrics that 
you can take home to practice. 
Remember we will not have class on Easter 
Sunday. April 21.  Our last Sunday school is on 
May 19.   
I hope you will all join us in June for VBS.   
 

Your servant in Christ, 
Karla O'Shea 

Oliver Gohr Public 
Speaking Contest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The annual Oliver Gohr Public 
Speaking Contest is coming!   

 
Mark your calendars for 

Thursday, March 7th.  Doors to 
the Eugene Rall Gymnasium 
open at 6:30 p.m. for viewing of 
our school STEM projects. 

 
The speaking contest begins 
promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Join us for this exciting evening! 
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On December 31, 1871, together, a group of German Luther-
ans organized one of the first Lutheran churches in the city of 
Chicago. St. Matthew Lutheran Church recently celebrated its 
147th anniversary. 

Throughout their history, St. Matthewôs congregation has 
maintained a theme of loving and greeting their neighbors. In 
their early years, they welcomed many German immigrants as 
they arrived on the docks of Chicago. Later, they maintained a 
school building which served the Pilsen community for dec-
ades.   

St. Matthewôs is now in its 27
th
 year of operating a soup kitchen, un come-

dor popular. El Comedor San Mateo soup kitchen serves a free meal to all 
who are in need every Tuesday and Thursday throughout the year.  Trini-
ty members and friends have an opportunity to join to serve at St. Mat-
thews every second Tuesday of the month for a few hours of care, mercy 
and fellowship to those in need.  We are indeed blessed to be a blessing! 

St. Matthews is currently served by Pastor Cesar and Deaconess Elly 
Sifuentes (Deaconess Elly is pictured at far right with our members, Carol 
Leffelman and Deb Hardtke).  The Sifuentesô regularly introduce them-
selves to people at gas stations, grocery stores, and during door-to-door 
visits in order to reach out to serve more within the community.  To Pastor 
and Deaconess Sifuentes, St. Matthewôs soup kitchen is not simply a min-
istry of St. Matthewôs. Rather, the soup kitchen is ñtheir second congrega-
tion,ò and everyone who walks through the doors belongs to it. 

Pastor Sifuentes shares ñthis is a sacred place, not a regular 
restaurant. It is a compassion and mercy and love ministry, 
and we call one another brothers and sisters in Christ.ò Before 
each meal, Pastor Sifuentes, or a pastor who is volunteering 
that week, prays over the group, shares a devotion, then the 
group singsïboth in Spanish and English. Pastor Sifuentes 
shares ñthe soup kitchen is not just about food; the point is the 
soul.ò On any given day the soup kitchen is in operation, vet-
erans, individuals who are homeless, and people who are un-
employed of numerous ethnic backgrounds hear the Word of 
God and experience his love through the care and compas-
sion of the volunteers and staff at El Comedor San Mateo.  

In the past year and a half, four adults who initially walked 
through the doors of St. Matthewôs in order to be physically 
fed were deeply impacted by the ways in which they were 
spiritually fed and asked Pastor Sifuentes to baptize them. 
One of these four individuals shared, ñI was homeless and 
coming for free food. Now, I am here serving as a volunteer.ò 

Pictured here are Trinity members joyfully serving together at 
St. Matthews.  Please consider joining them on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 11 a.m. ï leaving from Trinity Lu-
theran School.  Contact Pastor Albrecht or the church office if 
you are interested in serving in this important outreach minis-
try.   Thanks to Thrivent for your support of this ministry.   

Article contains some excerpts and some pictures taken from this feature article on NID news.  

[h±9 Lb !/¢Lhb ς ¢wLbL¢¸ a9a.9w{ {9w±9 !¢ {¢Φ a!¢¢I9²{ {h¦t YL¢/I9b 



Giving 
Deuteronomy 16:17ðEvery man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD your God 
which He has given you. 
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Library Update 
 We observe Lent during March and April. We attend special services that urge us to 
look closely at our lives, our sinful selves, and our need for a Savior. Thankfully we also 
look at the final events in the life of our Redeemer Jesus Christ. 

 Itôs important to review what happened in the Upper Room, in the Garden of Geth-
semane; to see Jesus betrayed, denied, condemned, mocked and crucified.  ñFor This He 
Cameò by Bill Crowder takes us on this journey to the cross. 

 Itôs important for us to ask: Why did He do this? How could He love us so much? It 
begins with God the Father.  In the book ñ3:16ò by Max Lucado we find the answer: ñFor 
God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him 

shall not perish but have eternal life.ò He loves. He gave. We be-
lieve. We live. Thatôs hope ï thatôs Godôs Grace! 

 Itôs important that we really look at grace.  In Lucadoôs 
book titled ñGraceò , he asks these questions: Have you been changed by grace? Shaped by 
it? Strengthened by it? Softened by it? Grace is the voice that calls us to change and then 
gives us the power to do it. Grace is Godôs gift of love. 

 Itôs important we remember that this love which God has for you and me is 
strongé so strong that it holds on to us. As we read ñIn the Grip of Graceò the author uses 
Paulôs letter to the Romans to help us understand how tightly God holds His children. 

 Need more assurance? Attend Easter worship as we celebrate Jesusô resurrection. 
His completed work of redemption is absolute proof that Godôs grace (His love and mercy) 
are ours. 

 Elaine Rall, Library Representative 

Thanks so much for Trinity's ongoing 
support for life.  I never knew we had 
a wonderful Saturday evening knitter 
in our own midst.  Maybe a prayer 
blanket or prayer swahl ministry is in 
Trinity's future?  (An idea inspired by 
article in the latest OUR magazine for 
Living Christ Lutheran Church in Ar-
lington Heights). 
https://nidnews.org/truly-close-knit-
community/  

The supplies brought to Calvary Wood 
Dale and Oakbrook Community 
Church.  Bridges and the volunteers at 
OBCC do some great outreach with 
their program.  Each Monday evening 
they do an open house with a light 
meal, a parenting class, a Bible study 
and kids activities that are all volunteer 
lead.  They are making a big difference 
one on one in building relationships 
and connecting the families with a 
church family.  Love in action!   

Lori Trinche reached out to 
Thrivent for a grant to help sup-
port the soup kitchen at St,. Mat-
thewôs.  Thank you to Thrivent 
for their support.  Lori will also 
send Deaconess Elly a case of 
devotionals to share with the 
homeless that come to the soup 
kitchen.  

https://nidnews.org/truly-close-knit-community/
https://nidnews.org/truly-close-knit-community/


EASTER EGG HUNT!            CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST!            COLD BLOODED CREATURES! 

THE BOARD OF FAMILY LIFE 
INVITES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY TO ATTEND 

THE THIRTEENTH ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT 
SATURDAY, APRIL 13 

9:30 A.M. ï 11:00 A.M. 
 

Start your weekend by joining us for a lovely Easter Egg Hunt and Continental Breakfast with entertain-
ment featuring òCold Blooded Creaturesó. 

After breakfast, the children and adults will come together in the School Gymnasium where we will have 
an Easter Devotion followed by entertainment of Jim Necciõs òCold Blooded Creaturesó, a look at some 
really cool exotic animals. 

Finally, the children will head outdoors (weather permitting) and get ready for what we think is the best 
Easter Egg Hunt which consists of over 2500 eggs!  Everyone will go home with candy!  This year we are 
even hiding coupons for gift cards in some of the eggs.  If it rains, we will still have the hunt in the 
school gym.  The Hunt will begin around 10:30 a.m. 

Invite your friends and neighbors!  Donõt forget to ask grandparents!  This is a fantastic family event!  
Mark your calendars and sign up for this event soon! 

 

Cost for this event is as follows: 

$5.00 PER PERSON 
$20.00 Maximum for immediate Family (Parents and Children) 

 

The cost includes breakfast, the entertainment and egg hunt.  Please prepay no later than March 18.  
Make checks out to Trinity.  All we ask is that you pre-register and prepay in order for us to purchase 

food. 
 

Please submit the following in the envelope by the poster in the school lobby or church entrance area.  
Hope to see you there! 

 
Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Adults Attending: _________  Children Attending: _________  Amount Enclosed: _________  

 



 

 J.O.Y. Club 
Join us on Thursday, March 21 at 11:30 a.m. Please bring your fa-

vorite dish.     
   

Please bring a $3.00 gift for Crazy Bunco. Contact Joyce 
Tomes at 630-257-2927 or Donna Halla 708-839-0551 if you 

have questions.   

 
THE BOARD OF YOUTH MINISTRY WISHES YOU A 

HAPPY ST. PATRICKõS DAY! 
 

The Board of Youth Ministry would like to invite you to join us for our Lenten Soup and Sandwich lunch-
es for all of the Wednesdayõs during Lent.  We would love for you to join us immediately following the 
10:00 a.m. Lenten Service behind the fireplace in the Church Library.  Different soups will be served 
after each service. Thank you to Michelle Bouchard, Beth Ernst, Judy Grady, Kathy Fritschel, Rob & 
Leslie Grady and Judy Gustafson for baking desserts and cooking delicious soups.  We appreciate you 
sharing your cooking and baking talents with us! 

The Youth will host the Lenten Supper on Wednesday, March 13th and we hope you are able join us for 
Fellowship before service.  Thank you to Beth Ernst, Rob Grady, Michelle Bouchard and Kathy Fritschel 
for providing dinner and delicious desserts, too. 

The Youth and their families are busy working on the upcoming Annual Easter Breakfast scheduled for 
Sunday, April 21st.  This event has been a part of Trinityõs Easter morning services for the past several 
years.  Tickets will be available at the door beginning at 7:30 a.m.  We will be serving until 10:00 a.m.  
Cost is $6.00/Adults and $3.00/Children 3-10 Years Old.  The menu consists of pancakes off the grid-
dle, piping hot sausages, homemade muffins and coffee cakes, fresh fruit, bagels and cream cheese, and 
a variety of juices, milk and coffee.  We would love for you to join us for Easter breakfast and fellow-
ship with your Trinity Church family!  In conjunction with our Easter Breakfast, we will again be having 
our Easter Bake Sale.  Yummy treats will be available that morning for you to purchase in the Narthex.   

PLANT SALE order forms will be available in the Narthex mid-March.  The date of the Plant Sale is 
May 11th.  Pick up time is 9:30 a.m.-1030 a.m.  There are a wide variety of plants available once again 
for you to purchase.  This is one of three fundraisers the youth has each year to help pay for their 
trips.  These trips include the Winter Retreat, National Youth Gathering and the Mission Trips.  If you 
have any questions regarding the sale, see Rob Grady.  If you would like an order form e-mailed to you, 
we can do that too! 

Remember Youth Bible Class on Sunday morning. Bible class is held every week and begins at 9:45 a.m.  
Hope to see you there! 

 

Blessings! 
The Board of Youth Ministry 



Ed and Olgaôs Legacy 
If you have been around Trinity for a while, you might 
remember Ed and Olga Gardas. They joined Trinity after 
moving to Burr Ridge in the 80ôs. Both worked for many 
years for Public Aid agencies. 

Ed passed away in October of 2016, and Olga followed 
him less than a year later, in June of 2017. A few months 
later, Trinity received a letter from an attorney informing 
us that Trinity had been included in their estate plan; 
then, some months later, we received the gift itself -- 
$30,000! That is a wonderful gift; especially considering 
that Ed and Olga were civil servants all their adult lives 
and lived in the same nice, but relatively modest home 
for many years ï who knew they were capable of such a 
gift? But, Ed enjoyed investing and made careful and 
wise decisions. 

What is even more amazing is that it wasnôt only Trinity 
that benefitted from their generosity: a total of twenty-
five ministries and agencies also received gifts, in 
amounts ranging from $3000 to $40,000! Some of the 
other beneficiaries include Lutherans for Life, Lutheran 
Church Charities, World Relief and the LWML, and a 
number of animal-related charities. 

Ed and Olgaôs lives will have an impact on the world far, 
far into the future! Edôs astute investments, and their de-
cision to bless Trinity and many other organizations 
through their estate will help so many! 

Do you have a will or estate plan? Have your remembered Trinity, or other Christian ministries, or other charitable or-
ganizations? If you would like assistance with this, leave a message for Pastor Bussert (708/839-1200 ext.242, our Direc-
tor of Stewardship. He will be glad to help you find the professionals to assist you! 





 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GREETINGS AND A BELATED HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM 

THE LADIES AID OF TRINITY 

 

December was a busy month for Ladies Aid.  We began the month with our Annual Cookie Sale.  We had a 
lovely assortment of cakes and cookies.  Once again, our Trinity family generously supported the sale during 
all three church services.  Thanks to all! 

Our Fourth Annual Advent Tea was on Monday, December 10th.  The church basement and every hostôs table 
was beautifully decorated. We had a roomful of lovely ladies enjoying an evening of fellowship, devotion, 
good food and caroling.  Guests were asked to bring any size package of menôs underwear at the door.  We 
had a huge bundle ready for donation to the VA hospital.   

The Trinity Ladies Aid has graciously donated $500 to the Trinity Dinner Auction to be used in whatever way 
the committee deems necessary.  We are pleased to be able to do our part to make this a successful fund-
raiser for our school. 

Once again, we will be hosting Ash Wednesday Lenten Supper.  Please refer to the Sunday announcements 
for further details.   

We meet on the 2nd Monday of the month at 6:30PM in the church basement, September to May.  Please join 
us. We extend a warm welcome to women of all ages to ñCome serve the Lord with gladness!ò 
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Mid Week Lenten Services 
at 10am and 7pm 

 

Ash Wednesday - March 6  
Mid Week Services - March 13, 20, 27, 

April 3, 10 
 

Palm Sunday - April 14 at 8:30am & 
11am with HC at both services 

 

Maundy Thursday - April 18 at 10am & 
7pm 

 

Good Friday - April 19 at 10am & 7pm 
 

Saturday Easter Vigil - April 20 at 
6:30pm 

 

Easter Sunday - April 21 at 6:30am, 
8:30am & 11am with HC at all services 

The Board of Family Life invites you to 
A Family Movie Night featuring 

ñSmallfootò  

The program will be shown in the church library area  

beginning at 7:00 p.m. on March 22. 

Refreshments will be provided by the Board of Family 
Life. 

Feel free to bring sleeping bags.  You can still wear your 
PJôs. 



Whatôs Up at Walther 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2019 Bronco Benefit a Smashing Success 
Thanks to the support of many generous individuals and businesses, more than $50,000 was raised at this yearôs 
Bronco Benefit Dinner (see photos above).  This annual event brings together alumni, parents, community partners 
and other friends of Walther to support Walther Christian Academy by funding scholarships and financial aid 
awards.  In addition, this year, donations were generously provided to fund the purchase and installation of an elec-
tronic sign. 

Generous Donors Fund New Exterior Sign for Walther  
Thanks to the generosity of many donors and a matching grant from the Christopher Family 
Foundation, Walther will break ground on a new electronic sign to be installed at the inter-
section of 9th and Chicago Avenues. This sign will provide a forum for announcing events 
and promoting the accomplishments of our students and will help build awareness of Mel-
rose Parkôs best kept secret.   
 

Congrats toé 
Senior Jordan Holliday '19 (pictured at right), who 
was awarded the Presidential Scholarship for Con-
cordia University Chicago where he will study Par-
ish Music and Education. President of the Univer-
sity, the Rev. Dr. Daniel Gard, presented Jordan 
with the prestigious award.    
 

Senior Daniel Johnson '19 (pictured at left, sec-
ond from left, with fellow Wind Ensemble mem-
bers), was chosen to participate in the Illinois State 
Honors Band, the top band in the state for high 
school students. He is planning on studying Music 
Education after graduation.  

 

Walther Christian Academy Concerts 
On Sunday, March 3rd at 4:00 p.m., the choirs of Walther Christian Academy will present their annual Sacred Con-
cert at St. John Lutheran Church, 305 Circle Avenue in Forest Park. This is a crowd favorite which makes excellent 
use of the wonderful acoustics and historic pipe organ at St. John.   
  
On Sunday, March 17th at 3:00 p.m., the Walther Wind Ensemble and Jazz Band will present 
their spring concert at Walther.  
  
Career and College Fair 
Waltherôs Annual Career and College Fair will be held on Friday, March 22nd.  At this event, 
volunteers share information about their careers with Walther students and more than 50 col-
leges are on site to speak with students about college options. If you enjoy speaking with stu-
dents and would like to share about your work experience, please contact Catherine_Hegarty@walther.com for 
more information. More than 95% of Walther seniors continue on to college each year.  Based on reports from 50 
seniors last year, the total scholarship and financial aid awards granted to Walther students exceeded $12.1 mil-
lion. 
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Primary Business Address 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 

M ICROSOFT 

ChurchPhone: 555-555-
5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 
Email: 

Email Addresses: 
trinitylutheranschool@comcast.net 

rgeaschel@tlbr.org 
adewitt@mytlsonline.com 

rgrady@tlbr.org 
rbordak@tlbr.org 

csecretary@tlbr.org 
lvasquez@tlbr.org 
heggert@tlbr.org 

 
HOURS 

Church Office Hours 
TuesðThurs 8am-3pm 
School Office Hours 

MondayðFriday 8am-3pm 
 
 

In an emergency, contact  
Pastor Bob 

(708)846--4170/call or text 
 

Pastor Emeritus Albrecht  

(815) 293-0934 / home 

(815) 531-7590 / cell 

 

www.tlbr.org  

www.mytls.org  

T RINITY  LUTHERAN  
CHURCH  & 

SCHOOL  

11503 German Church 
Road 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 

Church: (708)839-1200 
School: (708)839-1444 
Fax: (708)839-8503 

March Birthdays 

1 Matthew Gawlik 

 Mary Rockrohr 

 Bryce Trtan 

2 Kameryn Autullo 

3 Linda Juergens 

 Jaden Salverredy 

4 Anthony Baranek 

 Charlotte Murphy 

 Chance Orrick 

 Jill Thomas 

5 Janet Albrecht 

 Kathleen DiBacco 

 Eileen Marrs 

 Mary Michaelsen 

 Joshua Wielebnicki 

6 Hannah Radosevic 

 Karen Timm 

 Lori Trinche 

7 Lauren Cindel 

 Deloris Harding 

 Cecily Lange 

 John Probst 

8 Bethany Crispin 

 Aimee Ernst 

 Carl Ligman 

 Chase Manley 

9 Esther Dervin 

 William Kulis 

 Joseph Lyons 

 Celeste Nieman 

10 Christina Ward 

 Geri Ziemke 

11 Neil Hammes 

11 Robyn Marszalek 

 Rachel Salverredy 

 Trent Workman 

12 John Barnacle 

 Patricia Pallisard 

 Jack Rozum 

 Corrine Trtan 

 Debra Williams 

13 Irene Genutis 

 Jennifer Thorburn 

15 Christopher Beyer 

 Hunter Bond 

 Sherri Gartman 

 Jason Lyons 

 Owen Mathis 

 Valarie McClain 

16 Robert Geaschel 

 Shirley Phillips 

 Weston Ramos 

 Dorothy Supeter 

17 Sara Weeks 

18 Marris Carli 

 Collin Marwitz 

 John Rediehs 

19 Michael Holloway 

20 Laurel Buege 

 Bradley Simon 

 Samantha Simon 

21 Randall Fierke 

 Megan Guzlas 

22 James Benstent 

 Fred Halek 

 Jason Hansen 

22 Ashley Lehenbauer 

23 William Jung 

 David Kluge 

24 Cecilia Murphy 

 Lauren Vasquez 

25 Wes Buege 

 Brian Halek 

 Elaine Kearney 

 June McAnally 

 Linda Pohlis 

27 Mark Korres 

28 Steve Gehrt 

 Michael Sneath 

29 Lisa Hutcheson 

 Sharry Joiner 

 Lydia Ruckauf 

30 Christina Guzlas 

 Loretta Hruska 

 Ryan Marwitz 

 Angelica Rossi 

 Johnathan Zaccari 

31 Joanne Cardinallo 

 Beth Ernst 

 David Helminiak 

 Carmen Mugnolo 

 

 

 

 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars  

Don't lose your 2018 Thrivent Choice Dollars! You must designate your 
choice by March 31. Designate yours to Trinity today by clicking on the 
Thrivent logo.  Log in to Thrivent.com and scroll down to the Thrivent 

Choice section.  

Please contact Kevin Jensen at 630-607-4049 with question about 
Choice Dollars or any Thrivent related questions. 

https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-choice/



