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“Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.” -Revelation 14:13 

I remember, while growing up, our family gathering around the television to watch Billy Gra-
ham specials.  He had such a powerful way to express that God loves us and that we receive 
the love of God through Jesus alone.  He truly wanted everyone to know the love of God in 
Christ. 

Billy Graham said the following: “Someday you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead. 
Don't you believe a word of it. I shall be more alive than I am now. I will just have changed my 
address. I will have gone into the presence of God.” 

Billy Graham told others about Jesus.  Now he is experiencing Jesus face to face.   

We too are called to be salt of the earth and light of the world.  Perhaps we are not called to be 
a worldwide evangelist, but we are called to evangelize right where God has placed us in our 
vocation.  That place for parents begins by understanding that baptism needs to be lived out.  
Our children need to be raised Christian.  Baptism is a beginning, not the end.  A Christian par-
ent lives out their Christian duty when they ensure their children are in worship on Sunday, and 
involved in religious education during the week.   

I understand that it costs time, commitment, and being an example as we raise our children.  
We also need the help of the Spirit of God who is ready and willing.  As we are salt and light to 
our families, we understand that we are raising children for their life in this world and we are 
raising them for eternity.  Yes, we are raising our children for life in this world and for eternity.  
Which of the two is the more important investment? 

I want everyone to know the love of God in Christ and I hope you do too. 

In Christ, 

For with You is the fountain of life; in Your Light we see light. Psalm 36:9 
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Honduras Mission Trip 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Join us as we travel once again to 
Honduras June 19-27, 2018.  We 
are planning on building a new 
school in a village close to San 
Pedro Sula.  The cost for the mis-
sion trip this year is $1,300.  A 
golf outing is planned for June 6 at 
Orchard Valley, and a January in-
formation meeting is expected - 
keep watching for an announce-
ment.  For more information, 
please see Pastor Bob Geaschel or 
Mr. Tom Bruns. 

Sunday School News 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Special Lenten Sunday school lessons will 
begin February 25 and continue through 
March 25, Palm Sunday.  We will be sing-
ing a special song on Palm Sunday during 
the 11am worship service and bringing 
palms to the altar.  No Sunday school on 
Easter Sunday so that everyone can be with 
their families.  We will continue with our 
Answers in Genesis curriculum after East-
er.  Our last Sunday school before summer 
break is May 20.  We will resume after 
summer break on September 10.  I am in 
need of adults to teach, co-teach, or substi-
tute teach.  All materials are provided and 
this is a great way to share your faith with 
our youth.  
Your servant in Christ, 

Karla O'Shea 

Oliver Gohr Public 
Speaking Contest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The annual Oliver Gohr 

Public Speaking Contest is 
coming!  Mark your 

calendars for Thursday, 
March 8th.  Doors to the 
Eugene Rall Gymnasium 

open at 6:30 p.m. for 
viewing of our school art 

fair.  The speaking contest 
begins promptly at 7:00 p.m. 

 
Join us for this exciting 

evening! 

Principal’s Page 

Provers 3:5-6 “TrusT in The Lord wiTh aLL your hearT and Lean noT on your own undersTanding; 

in aLL your ways submiT To him, and he wiLL make your paThs sTraighT.” 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord! 

Relief! The past couple days have given us a little taste of what might be around the 
corner. The warmer temperatures and glimpses of sunshine allude to spring being 
around the corner. Don’t get me wrong, it has been wonderful to watch the students 
enjoying the snow during recess and sled, but I am okay with some warmer weather.  
I think the students would enjoy the weather no matter the temperature, as long as it 
is recess!  

Of course with spring comes rain and some gloom, but it is a fresh start to our sea-
sons. Everything comes back to life! The book of Isaiah says in chapter 43 verse 18, 
"Forget the former things, do not dwell on the past." That is what we need to do. We 
need to focus on what is ahead and what the Lord has planned ahead for each of us in our lives. It is hard for us 
to do that all the time, but God has promised us great things and we need to let Him show us. 

At the school we are looking ahead to National Lutheran Schools Week and all 
the fun and excitement that will bring to us during the first week of March. The 
student council and teachers have many fun events planned and can’t wait to 
see all the joy it brings to our school! 

In His Service,  
Andy DeWitt 
Principal 
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Parish Education – Bible Study Schedule 
March 2018 - Please check over the many Bible Classes and TLC Bible Groups 
available throughout the week.  All nine Bible Studies continue this month.  If you 
have questions or desire more information, you may contact the class leader or 
DCE Rob Grady – 708-839-1200 ext. 6.  All studies are weekly unless otherwise 
noted.  
 

Sunday Morning 
Adult and Youth Bible Studies – 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 

The Adult Group is held in the Church Library.  This study will be the Answers in Genesis curriculum. 
Small Group TLC meets in the lower level of school, “Unshakeable”. 

 Sunday School for Three-Year-Old through Grade 8 currently meets in the church basement.  
 High School Youth Bible Class meets in the school conference room.  C.S. Lewis “Screwtape Letters” 
 
 

Tuesday Evening 
Join us as we begin the study “Inquiring Heroes of Faith” in the school conference room at 7:00 p.m.  This class 
meets weekly and is facilitated by Rob Grady.   
 

Wednesday Morning 
Men’s Bible Class meets weekly at 6:30 a.m. in the Church Library.  Facilitated by Roy Carr (630-323-3688) we will 
continue a study of Hebrews.   
 

Wednesday Morning TLC 
TLC Bible Study Group will meet March 14 (11:30 a.m.) and 28 (10:30 a.m.) in the Church Library.  The Bible Class 
is led by Rob Grady (708-839-1200 ext. 6).  We are continuing our study of Romans. 
 

Thursday Afternoon 
Ladies Bible Class meets weekly at 1:00 p.m. in the home of Susie Carr (630-323-3688).   
 

Thursday Evening TLC 
TLC Bible Study Group meets the second and fourth Thursday (March 8 and 22).  The class is led by Sharon 
Wendte (630-455-1775).   
 

Friday Evening TLC 
TLC Bible Study Group meets in member homes (March 9 and 23), and is led by Cliff Gustafson (815-372-9937). 

Library Update 

In February we looked at Love from a human point of view. As we move into the season of 
Lent, we focus on God’s love.  John 3:16 tells us that He loved the world so much that He gave 
his Son to suffer on the cross for our sins.  Our Featured books are by Max Lucado.   He writes 
about the final week of Jesus’ life under the title “And the Angels were Silent”.   We follow his 
steps and observe him on his final journey.  From Jericho to Jerusalem.  From the temple to the 
garden to the trial.  From Pilate’s palace to Golgotha’s cross. It’s the final week.  All of heaven 
watches. A hush fell over heaven as the God-man faced his final days.  Watch him walk--
angrily into the temple, wearily into Gethsemane, painfully up the Via Dolorosa…and power-
fully out of the tomb. 

In the second selection “No Wonder They Call Him the Savior”  we take a 
long look at the cross.  We examine this hour in history.  Look at the words.  Look at the wit-
nesses. Listen to the voices.  Watch the faces.  Most of all, observe the One they call the Sav-
ior…because He did the one thing that matters most of all.  See the wisdom of the Cross.  See 
our Savior. 

Let’s truly observe Lent - by our worship, by our hearing and reading God’s Word, by opening 
our hearts and minds to God’s great love for each one of us. Let’s thank Him - praise Him - love 
Him. 

 Elaine Rall, Library Representative 
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From the Ladies Aid 
Our first meeting of the new year was held on Monday, February 12, 2018!  
We discussed plans for the upcoming year which included our Lenten Din-
ner on Ash Wednesday!  We served our traditional Ash Wednesday Ham 
Dinner in the lower church hall before evening worship.  Included in the dinner were hash brown casserole, 
sweet potato casserole, green bean casserole, jello molds  and delicious pies for dessert.  We hope that every-
one enjoyed this delicious meal! 

As of this writing, we have served three families in 2018 with our Funeral Luncheons.  This is a service that 
we are all very passionate about.  However, we are in need of cooks and bakers.  Ladies have asked to be re-
moved from helping for various reasons and we need help in filling their spot.  Please consider helping us out.  
Contact Sheri Abernathy 708-987-8768 if you can help cook/bake for these luncheons.  Thank you in advance 
for your help. 

November may seem far away, but we are planning our Third Annual Holiday Market on November 10, 2018 
from 9:00 am-2:00 p.m.  If you know of any vendors who may be interested, please let them know.  We will 
have a limited amount of vendor openings as many of last year’s participants want to come back.  A delicious 
lunch will be served as well as our huge Bake Sale.  Mark your calendars now so you don’t miss out. 

Our Ladies Advent Tea will be held on December 10 in the lower church hall.   We filled thirteen of our tables 
last year and hope to increase our hostesses to fifteen this year.  You DO NOT have to be a member of Ladies 
Aid to host a table.  It is a wonderful event.  If you are interested in hosting and want to know what the details 
are, please contact Sheri Abernathy or Judy Gustafson! 

As always, the Ladies Aid gave 10% of their profits from the Holiday Market and Cookie Sale to various or-
ganizations.  Our 10% gift for the Holiday Market was given to the Trinity Dinner Auction for the purchase of 
items for the event.  10% of our Cookie Sale was given to BEDS for use as they need.  We feel we need to 
give to others through our fundraising efforts.  Thanks to all of you for your support of our organization! 

God’s blessings to each of you as we look forward to Spring and Easter!   We have so much to be thankful for 
everyday! 

On Sunday, March 18, this group will have a Sacred Concert at St. Paul Lutheran Church 

1025 W. Lake Street in Melrose Park. 

A freewill offering will be collected to support Walther’s choral music mission. 

Questions?  Email Lori_Boyer@walther.com ~ www.walther.com ~ 708-344-0404 



CANDY BAR BINGO 
SATURDAY, MARCH 3 

 

 
 
 

10:15 A.M. – 12:15 P.M. 
Trinity Lutheran School Gym 

 
LUNCH (PIZZA) WILL BE SERVED FROM 11:45 A.M.-12:15 P.M. 

 
BINGO WILL START PROMPTLY AT 10:30 A.M.  COME A LITTLE EARLY TO PUR-

CHASE YOUR BINGO CARDS. 
 

THE COST FOR THE EVENT IS $4.00 PLUS THREE FULL SIZED 
 (NOT KING SIZED) CANDY BARS. 

 
THIS IS A FUN EVENT FOR ALL.  TELL YOUR FRIENDS. 

 
Since we need to purchase food for lunch, we would appreciate it if you would sign up 
for Candy Bar Bingo and place the slip found below in Rob Grady’s door compartment 

by February 26. 
 
 

 
Name: _______________________________________ Age _____________ 
 
 
Friend’s Name _________________________________ Age _____________ 
 
 
Friend’s Name _________________________________ Age _____________ 
 
 
Friend’s Name _________________________________ Age _____________  



 

 J.O.Y. Club 
 

Join us on Thursday, March 15 at 11:30 a.m. Please bring your fa-
vorite dish.     

   

Please bring a $3.00 gift for Crazy Bunco. Contact Joyce 
Tomes at 630-257-2927 or Helen Voelz at 630-325-1063 if 

you have questions.   

The Board of Evangelism is excitedly anticipating 
how Everyone His Witness will bring Trinity mem-
bers together in fellowship to learn how we can 
help connect each Lutheran Christian with welcom-
ing visitors and guests into our Missouri Synod Lu-
theran churches in a way that both honors our doc-
trine and welcomes strangers!  It is our joy and 
privilege, so that guests might hear the word of God 
preached in truth and clarity, as we center on the 
basic needs of humans for love and hope. 

     We see in Scripture, as we look back to the story 
of the Road to Emmaus in Luke 24:13-35, the interjection of a stranger in-
to the life of disciples is where they first recognize Jesus in the breaking 
of the bread (v.31).  Their reaction?  They ran to report what they had ex-
perienced! 

     For us as Christians, our own experience in the Lord’s Supper should 
deeply connect us with the holy and mystical mystery of Christ and his 
radical hospitality, such that we ourselves long to run from our doors and 
share that gospel message with those in the community!  

     We pray that our hearts would not become hardened and selfish or our 
focus be on only the familiar and comfortable, leaving us devoid of a sense 
of urgency and care for the spiritual welfare of those outside of our imme-
diate circle. 

     Let us pray in earnest then, about who we can invite, then reach out 
with heartfelt love to our circles of friends, family and coworkers to invite 
them to share time with us at Trinity during this season of Christ’s journey 
of love for us to the cross, trusting our dear church as not only a place for 
us to share our doctrine with our children and grandchildren, but also a 
welcoming place for people new to the Lutheran faith or new to faith in 
general to come together to be in community.   

     Our focus simply needs to not focus on our differences, but on Christ 
and his radical love and hospitality for us that makes us one! 

Purdue Bell Choir 
Please Mark Your Calendar 

The Purdue Bell Choir will be playing at Trinity Luther-
an Church on Sunday, March 18, 2018.  They will play 
as part of the morning services, and they will perform a 
concert at our church at 2:00 p.m. 

Trinity member Sara Wendte is a member of this bell 
choir.  Plan to attend! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Mid Week Lenten Services 
at 10am and 7pm 

 

Mid Week Services - February 
28, March 7, 14, 21 

 

Palm Sunday - March 25 at 
8:30am & 11am with HC at 

both services 
 

Maundy Thursday - March 29 
at 10am & 7pm 

 

Good Friday - March 30 at 
10am & 7pm 

 

Saturday Easter Vigil - March 
31 at 6:30pm 

 

Easter Sunday - April 1 at 
6:30am, 8:30am & 11am with 

HC at all services 



THE BOARD OF YOUTH MINISTRY WISHES YOU A HAPPY 
ST. PATRICK’S DAY! 

 

The Board of Youth Ministry would like to invite you to join us for our Lenten Soup and Sand-
wich lunches for all of the Wednesday’s during Lent.  We would love for you to join us imme-
diately following the 10:00 a.m. Lenten Service behind the fireplace in the Church Library.  
Different soups will be served after each service. Thank you to Sheri Abernathy, Michelle 
Bouchard, Beth Ernst, Judy Grady, Kathy Fritschel, Rob & Leslie Grady and Judy Gustafson. 
for baking desserts and cooking delicious soups.  We appreciate you sharing your cooking and 
baking talents with us! 

The Youth will host the Lenten Supper on Wednesday, March 14th and we hope you will be able join us for Fellowship 
before service.  Youth should arrive at 5:00 p.m. 

The Youth and their families are busy working on the upcoming Annual Easter Breakfast 
scheduled for Sunday, April 1st.  This event has been a part of Trinity’s Easter morning 
services for the past several years.  Tickets will be available at the door beginning at 
7:30 a.m.  We will be serving until 10:00 a.m.  Cost is $6.00/Adults and $3.00/Children 
3-10 Years Old.  The menu consists of pancakes off the griddle, piping hot sausages, 
homemade muffins and coffee cakes, fresh fruit, bagels and cream cheese, and a variety of juices, milk and coffee.  
We would love for you to join us for Easter breakfast and fellowship with your Trinity Church family!  In conjunction 
with our Easter Breakfast we will again be having our Easter Bake Sale.  Yummy treats will be available that morning 
for you to purchase in the Narthex.   

PLANT SALE order forms will be available in the Narthex mid-March.  The date of the Plant Sale is 
May 11th.  Pick up time is 9:30 a.m.-1030 a.m.  There are a wide variety of plants available once again 
for you to purchase.  This is one of three fundraisers the youth has each year to help pay for their 
trips.  These trips include the Winter Retreat, Worker Bee Weekend and the Mission Trips.  If you 
have any questions regarding the sale, see Rob Grady.  If you would like an order form e-mailed to you, 
we can do that too! 

Commitment forms for the Youth who will be attending the Mission Trips are available from Mr. Grady.  They will be 
distributed at the Parent’s Meeting in March. Watch your newsletter and bulletin announcements for specifics on 
the meeting.  It is important that at least one parent attend the meeting. 

Remember Youth Bible Class on Sunday morning. Bible class is held every week and begins at 9:45 a.m.   Hope to see 
you there! 

Blessings! 
The Board of Youth Ministry 
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What’s Up at Walther 
 

Congratulations to Walther Christian Academy’s Varsity Girls Basketball Team on winning 
the Sectional Championship game against Chicago Hope.  The Walther Wrestling team also 
had a great season, sending six members to the State competition.  To receive additional 
season updates, following Walther Christian Academy on Facebook or sign up for their 
monthly e newsletter at Walther.com. 

Please join Walther Christian Academy for their band concert on 
Sunday, March 4th at 3:00 p.m. at Walther and for the Sacred 
Choral Concert on Sunday, March 18th at 3:00 p.m. at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Melrose Park. 

The 2018 Spring Concert Tour will take Walther’s A Cappella 
Choir, Chamber Choir and Christian Minstrels to Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey.  For tour details, visit 
Walther.com.   

March 15th marks the 3rd anniversary of the launch of Walther Christian Academy’s Where Blessings Abound 
capital campaign. More than $1.9 million has been raised to provide building and athletic field improvements, 
scholarship funds and support for the Grade School Instrumental Music Program.  There’s still work to be done 
and money to be raised with matching dollars available for donations to the heating project.  If you would like to 
make a donation or learn more about this campaign, please visit Walther.com/campaign or con-
tact Catherine_Hegarty@walther.com to schedule a meeting. 

http://visit%20http/walther.com/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=261904&type=d
javascript:void(0);


EASTER EGG HUNT!    CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST     ABSOLUTE SCIENCE  

 

THE BOARD OF FAMILY LIFE 
INVITES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY TO ATTEND 

THE TWELVE ANNUAL EASTER EGG HUNT  
SATURDAY, MARCH 24 
9:15 A.M. – 11:00 A.M. 

 

Start your weekend by joining us for a lovely Easter Egg Hunt and Continental Breakfast with entertain-
ment featuring “Absolute Science.” 
 

After breakfast, the children and adults will come together in the School Gymnasium 
where we will have an Easter Devotion followed by entertainment of “Absolute Sci-
ence”, a science and STEM entertainment group. 
 

Finally, the children will head outdoors (weather permitting) and get ready for what we think is the best 
Easter Egg Hunt which consists of over 2500 eggs!  Everyone will go home with candy!  This year we are 
even hiding coupons for gift cards in some of the eggs.  If it rains, we will still have the hunt in the 
school gym.  The Hunt will begin around 10:30 a.m. 
 

Invite your friends and neighbors!  Don’t forget to ask grandparents!  This is a fantastic family event!  
Mark your calendars and sign up for this event soon! 

 
Cost for this event is as follows: 

$5.00 PER PERSON 

$20.00 Maximum for immediate Family (Parents and Children) 

 
The cost includes breakfast, the entertainment and egg hunt. 

Please prepay no later than March 18.  Make checks out to Trinity. 

All we ask is that you pre-register and prepay in order for us to purchase food. 
Please submit the following in the envelope by the poster in the school lobby or church entrance area.   

 
Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Adults Attending: _________  Children Attending: ________ Amount Enclosed: _______  



Primary Business Address 
Address Line 2 
Address Line 3 
Address Line 4 

M ICROSOFT  

ChurchPhone: 555-555-
5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 
Email: 

Email Addresses: 
trinitylutheranschool@comcast.net 

rgeaschel@tlbr.org 
adewitt@mytlsonline.com 

rgrady@tlbr.org 
rbordak@tlbr.org 

csecretary@tlbr.org 
lvasquez@tlbr.org 
heggert@tlbr.org 

 
HOURS 

Church Office Hours 
Tues—Thurs 8am-3pm 
School Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 8am-3pm 
 
 

In an emergency, contact  
Pastor Bob 

(708)846--4170/call or text 
 

Pastor Emeritus Albrecht  

(815) 293-0934 / home 

(815) 531-7590 / cell 

 

www.tlbr.org 

www.mytls.org 

TRINITY  LUTHERAN  
CHURCH  & 

SCHOOL  

11503 German Church 
Road 

Burr Ridge, IL 60527 

Church: (708)839-1200 
School: (708)839-1444 
Fax: (708)839-8503 

March Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars  

Don't lose your 2017 Thrivent Choice Dollars! You must designate your 
choice by March 31. Designate yours to Trinity today by clicking on the 

Thrivent logo. 

1 Matthew Gawlik 

 Mary Rockrohr 

 Bryce Trtan 

2 Kameryn Autullo 

3 Linda Juergens 

 Jaden Salverredy 

4 Anthony Baranek 

 Bonnie Hammer 

 Charlotte Murphy 

 Chance Orrick 

 Jill Thomas 

5 Janet Albrecht 

 Kathleen DiBacco 

 Eileen Marrs 

 Mary Michaelsen 

 Joshua Wielebnicki 

6 Hannah Radosevic 

 Karen Timm 

 Lori Trinche 

7 Lauren Cindel 

 Deloris Harding 

 Cecily Lange 

 John Probst 

8 Bethany Crispin 

 Aimee Ernst 

 Carl Ligman 

 Chase Manley 

 Aaron Valentino 

9 Esther Dervin 

 William Kulis 

 Joseph Lyons 

 Celeste Nieman 

10 Ryan Tunkl 

 Christina Ward 

 Geri Ziemke 

11 Neil Hammes 

 Robyn Marszalek 

 Rachel Salverredy 

 Trent Workman 

12 John Barnacle 

 Brian Orrick 

 Patricia Pallisard 

 Jack Rozum 

 Corrine Trtan 

 Debra Williams 

13 Irene Genutis 

 Jennifer Thorburn 

15 Christopher Beyer 

 Sherri Gartman 

 Jason Lyons 

 Owen Mathis 

16 Robert Geaschel 

 Shirley Phillips 

 Weston Ramos 

 Dorothy Supeter 

17 Sara Weeks 

18 Marris Carli 

 Collin Marwitz 

 John Rediehs 

19 Michael Holloway 

20 Laurel Buege 

 Bradley Simon 

 Samantha Simon 

21 Randall Fierke 

 Megan Guzlas 

22 James Benstent 

 Fred Halek 

 Jason Hansen 

 Ashley Lehenbauer 

23 William Jung 

 David Kluge 

24 Cecilia Murphy 

 Lauren Vasquez 

25 Wes Buege 

 Brian Halek 

 Elaine Kearney 

 June McAnally 

 Linda Pohlis 

27 Mark Korres 

28 Steve Gehrt 

 Michael Sneath 

29 Deborah Grist 

 Lisa Hutcheson 

 Sharry Joiner 

 Lydia Ruckauf 

30 Christina Guzlas 

 Loretta Hruska 

 Ryan Marwitz 

 Angelica Rossi 

 Johnathan Zaccari 

31 Joanne Cardinallo 

 Beth Ernst 

 David Helminiak 

https://www.thrivent.com/making-a-difference/living-generously/thrivent-choice/
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