For with You is the fountain of life; in Your Light we see light. Psalm 36:9
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SCHEDULE

Mid Week Lenten Services
at 10am and 7pm
Ash Wednesday - February 14

Mid Week Services - February
21, 28, March 7, 14, 21

Palm Sunday - March 25 at
8:30am & 1lam with HC at

both services

Maundy Thursday - March 29 at
10am & 7pm

Good Friday - March 30 at
10am & 7pm

Saturday Easter Vigil - March 31
at 6:30pm

Easter Sunday - April 1 at
6:30am, 8:30am & 11lam with

HC at all services
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The second King of Rome, Numa Pompilius, added the month of January to
the calendar. He named the month after the Roman god Janus, the guardian
of doors and gates, beginnings and endings.

The month of January was considered sacred as it
opens the door to the New Year and closes the door of
the past. As a door has two sides, the god Janus is
depicted with two faces (see the Roman coin with the
god Janus). The temple of Janus had doors that were
shut in the time of peace and open in the time of war.
The doors were rarely closed during the history of
Rome.

During the time that Rome ruled the war, Jesus was born. Jesus, the Prince

of Peace, also associated Himself with a door and with beginnings and end-

ings. “I am the door; if anyone enters by Me, he will be saved” (John 10:9).
And again, Jesus said, “I am the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the
beginning and the end” (Revelation 22:13).

It is good for us to commit ourselves to Jesus as January 1 opens the door to
another year.

Time passes, centuries come and go, empires start and kingdoms fall, rulers
die, and sinful idols like Janus are forgotten, but Jesus lives. Jesus is “the
same yesterday, today and tomorrow” (Hebrews 13:8).

As the New Year begins, be for Jesus. Thank and praise Him, serve and
obey Him. Seek to have the One True God at the top of your priorities.
Strive to make Him known with your words and actions. Love others as He
has loved you. Be kind and compassionate as He has compassion on you.
Worship Him in spirit and in truth.

Janus saved no one. Jesus is the “author and perfecter of our faith (Hebrews
12:2). Jesus is the only way to the father, the only door to eternal life. May
He guard and guide us this year and always.

it Bt




What’s Up at Walther

Save the Date for a Bronco Benefit
Dinner

The Second Annual Bronco Benefit Dinner
will be held on Sunday, January 28" at
Elmcrest Banquets in Elmwood Park. Sup-
port Walther students by becoming an event
sponsor, placing an ad in the program book,
or donating an item or experience for the
silent or live auction. Contact Cathe-
rine_Hegarty(@walther.com or visit Wal-
ther.com/dinner for more details. Join them
for a fun evening of good food and fellow-
ship all to help students whose families are
not able to afford a Walther education. If
you would like to receive a dinner invitation,
please mail dinner(@walther.com.

Honduras Mission
Trip

* *
* ¥

Join us as we travel once again to
Honduras June 19-27, 2018. We
are planning on building a new
school in a village close to San Ped-
ro Sula. The cost for the mission
trip this year is $1,300. A golf out-
ing is planned for June 6 at Orchard
Valley, and a January information
meeting is expected - keep watch-
ing for an announcement. For more
information, please see Pastor Bob
Geaschel or Mr. Tom Bruns.

Sunday School News

We spent our Sundays in December learn-
ing Advent lessons and rehearsing to sing at
church service. I'm very proud of how well
they did and want to extend thanks to Mr.
and Mrs. Lyons for all their help.

We are resuming our regular curriculum
January 7. We will start preparing a song
for worship service on Palm Sunday very
soon. If I can do it, [ would like to try to do
Lenten lessons and crafts to prepare for
Easter.

As always, helpers and volunteers are al-
ways welcome.

Your servant in Christ,

Karla O'Shea

Parish Education - Bible Study Schedule

January 2018 - Please check over the many Bible Classes and TLC Bible Groups available
throughout the week. All nine Bible Studies start up again this month. If you have questions
or desire more information, you may contact the class leader or DCE Rob Grady — 708-839-

1200 ext. 6. All studies are weekly unless otherwise noted.

Sunday Morning

Adult and Youth Bible Studies — 9:45 a.m. —10:45 a.m.
The Adult Group is held in the Church Library. This study will be the Answers in Genesis curriculum.
Small Group TLC meets in the lower level of school, “Unshakeable”.
Sunday School for Three-Year-Old through Grade 8 currently meets in the church basement.
High School group meets in the school conference room.

Sunday Evening

e N o
BIBLE STUDY -

s o

.

T Y

“Fit for Life” our Adult Confirmation Class will meet from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the church library on January 7, 14, 21, and 28.

Tuesday Evening

Join us as we begin the study “Incredible Heroes of Faith” in the school conference room at 7:00 p.m. This class is facilitated by

Rob Grady.
Wednesday Morning

Men’s Bible Class meets weekly at 6:30 a.m. in the Church Library. Facilitated by Roy Carr (630-323-3688) we will continue a

study of Hebrews.
Wednesday Morning TLC

TLC Bible Study Group will meet January 10, 24, and 31 in the Church Library starting at 10:30 a.m. This Bible Class is led by

Rob Grady (708-839-1200 ext. 6).
Thursday Afternoon

Ladies Bible Class meets weekly at 1:00 p.m. in the home of Susie Carr (630-323-3688).

Thursday Evening TLC

TLC Bible Study Group meets the second and fourth Thursday (January 11 and 25). The class is led by Sharon Wendte (630-455

-1775).
Friday Evening TLC

TLC Bible Study Group meets in member homes, and is led by Cliff Gustafson (815-372-9937).

Trinity Torch
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PROVERS 3:5-6 “TRUST IN THE LORD WITH ALL YOUR HEART AND LEAN NOT ON YOUR OWN UNDERSTANDING;
IN ALL YOUR WAYS SUBMIT TO HIM, AND HE WILL MAKE YOUR PATHS STRAIGHT.”

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior!

In the book of James we are told, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down KL]SI
from the Father of the Heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 77—

God has given all of us so many gifts to display. One of the greatest gifts that [ was just able ‘[H:]Q D
to watch was that of the students of Trinity Lutheran School. On December 17, the students P\
performed their Christmas program. They had singing, acting, and actions to go along! Some

students performed solos, some acted like younger kids and some acted like adults! They all

did their jobs with such grace and class. It was like they do this all the time! The talents that God has bestowed
upon all of them were amazing to see. I was just amazed throughout the practice time, but even more amazed at
how they performed in front of their families. I am sure they had nerves because I did and I was watching them.
You could not tell if there were any nerves because they all seemed so confident in what they were tasked to do.

a Listening to the students sing the Christmas songs and the praises of our Father

gave me chills throughout the show! There is something about getting a whole
school together to sing, that just gets straight to the heart of a person. I also
love seeing all the smiles and reactions of parents and grandparents as they
watch and see everything in front of them.

No matter the talent, God is the One who has gifted us that talent. We need to
"| be sure to offer Him our praise and thanksgiving. It is amazing to me to think
that God has a plan for all of us and already knows our blueprint and plan.

There are many other ways to see the students display their many talents. They sing in church throughout the
school year, they play many sports, they have a speaking competition. Some are trying to get into instruments. Of
course, they also get to display all their educational talents in the classrooms every day.

In His Service,
Andy DeWitt
Principal

Library Update

Every new year the world speaks about resolutions —plans to be a better person. As Christians we
know that we are not able to do this by our own power. We look to God and His Word for help.
And sometimes a godly author uses God’s Word and his own words to give us encouragement.

Here are ones we’ve selected to feature this month:

#1—In “Waking the Dead” John Eldredge shows us how God restores our hears, our true humani-
ty, and sets us free. There are four streams, he says, through which we can discover the abundant
life: Walking with God, Receiving His Intimate Counsel, Deep Restoration, and Spiritual Warfare.
And once the “eyes of our hearts” are opened, we will embrace three eternal truths: Things are not
what they seem. This is a world at war. Each of us has a crucial role to play. A battle is raging.
And it is a battle for your heart.

#2—In “Facing Your Giants” Max Lucado uses that example of David and Goliath to help us
face our giants...the people you can’t please, habits you can’t break, failures you can’t forget, and
a future you can’t face. But for those who know the sound of a Goliath, David gives this remind-
er: Focus on Giants— you stumble. Focus on God— your giants tumble. Let David’s story inspire
you. The same God who helped him will help you.

: et Plcase take time to browse the library shelves. I'm sure you’ll find a book or two to enjoy...or
S @IV ERY perhaps a particular author whose work with words you’ll admire. If I can help, please let me
3\ Bl know. (630-655-5529)

= —..-,-u B Elaine Rall, Library Representative

MAX LUCADO

FACING
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Stewardship—"Snuggie” Stewardship
By Rev Mark Bussert, Director of Stewardship

OK, who got a Snuggie for Christmas? WHAT?!? None of
you?!?

You do remember, don’t you, the year the Snuggie was a
big hit? It was 2009. Although some called it “the most
tacky gift of the Christmas season,” over four million were
sold. And you can still get them! (Walmart, Amazon.com).
There’s a mermaid snuggie, superhero snuggies, tuxedo
snuggies, and of course, the plain old snuggies in a wide
variety of colors.

I never had one, but I have to admit, they look comfortable.
And we all want to be comfortable, don’t we?

Most people have their “church snuggies” — not a physical
one, but the things that make them comfortable — routines,
friends, style of music or worship, service time...what’s
your church snuggie? They’re OK, I suppose — at least, up
to a point — just keep in mind that Jesus didn’t say, “If any-
one would come after Me, let him slip into his spiritual
snuggie and follow me.” If memory serves, I believe what
He said was “take up your cross daily,” or something like
that.

m We have our “comfort zone” when
it comes to giving, too. We would

l‘OHFOR'I" like to be generous (or imagine that

Y S B e we are being generous) — but with-

ze “ E out really cutting into our decisions
about what we do with our money —

our choices in a home or a car, for example, our stops at
Starbucks or McDonalds, our Bears or Blackhawks tickets
or our trip to Walt Disney World. Or, packing every penny
into investments and retirement accounts. So we give what
is “comfortable” for us. It’s our stewardship snuggie!

I could go on to say that we should step out of our steward-
ship snuggie, do something Uncomfortable. But what it
really comes down to is exchanging one snuggie for anoth-
er — getting out of our worldly snuggie and into the warm
embrace of a loving heavenly Father. When our “comfort
zone” consists of money, possessions or experiences, we
will eventually find our snuggie worn and thin and cold.
But when our comfort is in the power and grace of God, we
will be well taken care of!

If our giving isn’t a bit UNcomfortable, maybe even scary,
does it truly reflect faith in God? May you really find your
“comfort zone” in the arms of God!

Youth News
o 8F wi e 8F wa

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM THE BOARD OF
YOUTH MINISTRY!

The Annual Winter Retreat is scheduled
for January 2-5. Youth and adult chaper-
ones are attending this event. Sledding,
tobogganing, ice skating, broomball,
snowshoeing and much more will be en-
joyed! Devotions and fellowship will
also serve as a large part of this weekend event! We are
sure our youth will come back ready to start their sec-
ond semester of school with a new “outlook™!

PIZZA SALE January 2-24 - We will be selling items
from the Little Caesars Pizza Company. This is the one
fundraiser where you will get the full return on your
sales. For each item sold you will get $5.00 in your
own account. Order forms and letter explaining every-
thing will be sent out during the Christmas break. Our
goal is to sell over 100 items. That means each youth
should target to sell ten items!! We appreciate your
support! Please see a youth group member today if you
want to place an order!

WINTER JAM 2018 — The date is Friday, March 30,
this is Good Friday. The cost will
be $15 to get in. You will need
money for food when you get into
the concert (approximately $15
should be good). Sign up today in
the Youth Room!

Summer Mission Trip Information — The High School
Youth are heading to Houston, Texas to assist with the
hurricane relief. The Middle School Youth are heading
to Minnesota. Please keep the youth and adult chaper-
ones in your prayers. Please contact Mr. Grady if you
have any questions.

Remember Youth Bible Class on Sunday morning in
the Youth Room and High School Youth with Pastor
Bob at the school. Bible class is held every week and
begins at 9:45 a.m.

Blessings in 2018!
The Board of Youth Ministry

NEW Sunday evening six week study with Pastor Bob Geaschel.

Discover Relational, Contextual Witnessing with EIHW (Every One His Witness). Learn

how to naturally and genuinely share the Gospel with your friends and neighbors who have

not heard the Good News. After this six week study, you will be more effective witnesses
of Jesus in your everyday life!

EVERY

D v
LUTHERAN EVANGELIS!

Sunday evenings on March 11, 18, 25 and April 8, 15 and 22. Each session will start with
a dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by the study at 6:30 p.m. We will meet in the church li-
brary. The class is limited to 30 so please sign up today.

For more information, see Pastor Bob or see the brochure in the narthex, at the display.




ANNUAL DINNER AUCTION WITH FEATURED GUESTS, CHICAGO 6!!!

FEBRUARY 10, 2018 - 6:00 p.m. — 11:00 p.m.
Capri Banquets
“Rocking the Foundation”

The plans have been finalized! Auction items are being collected! The menu has been cho-
sen! And we are very excited to announce that Chicago 6 will be serving as our entertain-
ment! Dan Hampton, Steve McMichael and Otis Wilson of the 1985 Super Bowl Champion
Chicago Bears will play for us again and you won’t want to miss this fun filled evening with F

these special guests! Listed below are more details for the upcoming Dinner Auction at Capri - /”’5“"‘;
Banquets, Saturday, February 10, 2018 from 6:00 p.m.-11:00 p.m. ‘ oy

wn

Your evening will begin with delicious appetizers beginning at 6:00 p.m. Mingle with your Trinity friends while enjoying
these delectable treats consisting of Bruschetta and Fried Calamari. At 8:00 p.m. sit at a beautifully set table with your
friends. Get your taste buds ready for your buffet dinner which will include a House Salad, Rigatoni Vodka, Chicken Vesu-
vio, Grilled Salmon, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, and Broccoli. Your dinner will conclude with a slice of cheesecake with rasp-
berry sauce.

This year the cost of a ticket will be $75.00 per person. We will be offering a two-hour open bar featuring wine and beer.
Mixed drinks will be available at the cash bar for the evening. Tickets will be on sale in the next few weeks between ser-
vices. You may also purchase tickets during the week from Michele Geaschel in the church/school offices. Get your friends
together for an evening of fellowship and shopping!

Shopping???? Did somebody say shopping???? Yes we did! You won’t want to miss out on one-of-a-kind items. We have
taken care of that for you! Look at some of the special items we have for your shopping pleasure:

Wine Pull

Gift Card Pull

Themed Baskets

50/50 Split the Pot

Sports Memorabilia Table

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Packages
And surprises you won’t want to miss!

Would you consider being a sponsor for the event?? Sponsorships are available as follows:

e Platinum Sponsor - $5,000 — Includes table of 8 people for the event with prime seating, two bottles of wine at
your table and name recognition in the program.

e Gold Sponsor - $3,000 — Includes table of 8 people with prime seating and name recognition in the program.
e Silver Sponsor -51,000 — Name recognition in program and autographed photo of Chicago 6.

e Red & White Sponsor - S500 — Name recognition in the program.

If you have any questions regarding this event, please see Rob Grady or Andy DeWitt. Don’t wait and risk missing out on
this year’s event!

Is there an item or service that you would be willing to donate? We have been working hard collecting items from busi-
nesses. Many members have offered special services and donations for our event and we appreciate their help. Won’t you
consider helping us out?

Finally, we are looking for wine corks to be used in our centerpieces. If you have any that you could donate please deliver
to Rob Grady in the church/school offices at your earliest convenience. Thank you in advance.

See you on February 10, 2018 Capri Banquets!

Trinity Dinner Auction Committee
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From the Ladies Aid

We hosted our Ladies Advent Tea on Monday, December 11. It was a
huge success again. Thirteen ladies hosted tables this year! Special thanks
to Nancy Bordak, Maria Vacchiano, Joann Kopping, Judy Gustafson, Jo-
ann Stastny, Judy Grady, Marilyn Todd & Donna Halla, Sheri Abernathy,
Dani Eggert, Pat Cermak, Sue Voelz, Eileen Stonys and Sue Hickman. We
filled all of our table hostesses and appreciated everyone who signed up to
decorate a table. The evening was filled with a devotion by Sheri Aber-
nathy, fellowship and delicious food! Special thanks to Judy Gustafson
and Sheri Abernathy for chairing this event. Thanks also to Joann Kopping for setting up and taking down tables, Manny
Vacchiano for the beautiful music and Bob Bordak for shoveling the snow for us!

We collected 168 items at our Advent Tea which includes men’s, women’s and children’s scarves, hats, mittens, head wraps
and gloves. These items were sent to LCFS who are in need of these items during this time of year. Thank you to all of our
ladies and their guests for their generous donations!

Our Annual Cookie Sale was held December 2 & 3 in the Narthex. It was a huge success. Here are some fun facts about
the sale! One hundred four % pound containers were sold. That is a total of fifty-two pounds of cookies. Can you imagine
if you personally baked fifty-two pounds of cookies?? WOW! Thanks to the many hands who prepared over twenty-five
varieties of cookies. We hope you were able to enjoy them. We also had coffee cakes for sale. Again the Ladies Aid will
be discussing where the 10% of our profits will be sent in February. Special thanks to Linda Isbell and Helen Voelz for
heading up this year’s sale!

Our next meeting is scheduled in February at 6:30 p.m. in the lower church hall. We will be discussing plans for the up-
coming year which include our Lenten Dinner on Ash Wednesday! Mark your calendars for February 14 and join us for
our Lenten Ham Dinner. We will be serving ham, potatoes, salads, macaroni and cheese, sweet potatoes, green bean casse-
role and delicious pies.

God’s blessings to each of you in 2018! We have so much to be thankful for everyday!

Blessed to be a Blessing — Serving the physically and developmentally disabled
by Lori Trinche

I would like to express thanks to Thrivent for their sponsorship of the De-
cember 3, 2017 adult Bible study fellowship hour. I had the opportunity to
present on disabilities awareness in the community and opportunities that
could benefit our congregation and surrounding community through pro-
grams facilitated by Voice of Care, which is an RSO (Recognized Service
Organization) of the LCMS. Shown here is Joann Kopping, Head of Ladies -
Aid with Jeanne Arturi, our wonderful pre-school teacher at Trinity Luther- |
an School with items gathered.

The opportunity also allowed for Ladies Aid to have another coffee hour
sponsor (I was thankful that this coffee hour opportunity collided with their
annual bake sale) to supply goodies. Jeanne has been kind to bring many
handmade bookmarks to donate to guests at the Bellwood Developmental
Center and Aspire in Hillside. Both locations are community “mission out-
posts” for bringing the Gospel message to disabled young and older adults ==

that are most often not otherwise connected to a church community. I was also thankful to pass along the $21 received as an
offering with other items received from Trinity members. Thanks to all who participated and donated!

Each little trinket reminding disabled guests and residents of Jesus becomes a treasure, and often is hugged and joyously
brought back to their living space as an ongoing reminder of Jesus and His love for them. Special thanks to Neil Hammes
for allowing time for the presentation and to Linda Isbell, Nancy Beaudry, Crista Childers, and Helen and Sue Voelz who
assisted with the many hospitality details that offered a wonderful welcome!

Voice of Care’s ordained and rostered church workers lead Bible studies for children and adults with disabilities, facilitate

workshops on respite care to aid caregivers, facilitate chapel services and church disability awareness days to help aid con-
gregations and schools to be more aware of the needs of developmentally and phys1ca11y disabled children and adults, and

lead special needs camp events at Walcamp. They recently celebrated their 40™ anniversary!

Voice of Care also offers a unique opportunity to train future church workers and other volunteers by partnering with Con-
cordia University Chicago and interested congregations to help equip workers to share the Gospel with more and more peo-
ple not connected to a church. Check out this wonderful ministry at http://voiceofcare.org/index.html.



http://voiceofcare.org/index.html.
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11503 German Church
Road
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School: (708)839-1444
Fax: (708)839-8503

Email Addresses:
trinitylutheranschool@comcast.net
rgeaschel@tlbr.org
adewitt@mytlsonline.com
rgrady@tlbr.org
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csecretary@tlbr.org
Ivasquez@tlbr.org
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HOURS
Church Office Hours
Tues—Thurs 8am-3pm
School Office Hours
Monday—Friday 8am-3pm

In an emergency, contact
Pastor Bob
(708)846-4170/call or text

Pastor Emeritus Albrecht
(815) 293-0934 / home
(815) 531-7590 / cell

www.tlbr.org
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January Birthdays

1 Kiley Mahoney D. David Lyall
Kimberly Rediehs Robert Wott

2 Victor Kedaitis 14 Alex DeWitt )
Jayden Williams Payton Kohutynski g O

3 Sheryl Diamond Karla O’Shea <Y
Emma Hruska 15 Karina Kedaitis
Cindy Leicht Charlotte Reschke 25
Nora Malina 16 Hope Bowling

4 Eva Borchardt Georgetta Rediehs

Kylie Orrick
Stephen Pahr
Jennifer Pomadchin

Heather Stephens 17 Marshall Allen Norm Tiedt
5 Lorenzo DiBacco Daniel Murray 26 Margaret Benes
6 Christina Rediehs 18 Alan VanDahm Aidan Grist
Aurora Smith 19 Julie Bergman Deb Hammes
7 Tina Kedaitis Kevin Collins Roberta Wernli
Susan Zaccari Lisa Collins 27 David Kneller
8 Ryan Cohen William Cook Karson Kurzeja
Mitchell Giliano Mark Pasterik Julie Tyree
Ted Gogolewski 20 Mark Winterroth 28 Kelly Payne
Trista Luce 21 JoAnne Buege Mary Windzio
9 Haley Dahlstrand Beth Lyons 29 Jonathan Benstent
10 Dolores Joiner Aileen Mastney 30 Annaliese Grady
Vincent Saculla Chuck Warner 31 Christina Drewniany

11 Burton Beyer Debra Weisbecker George Haigh
Sandi Bulthuis 22 Rebekah Michaelsen Brody Magnesen
12 Abigail Hruska 23 Alexander Aluzas Mathias Pahr
Brooke Randolph Jakob Pallisard Jayson Schultz
13 Sheri Abernathy 24 Hope Salverredy

CareNet of DuPage update

from Sue Voelz

CareNet recently opened a new center in West Chica-
go to serve even more moms and babies in need. They are so thankful for the prayers and
support from members at Trinity Burr Ridge. If you are interested in touring the new cen-
ter, note the address, hours and phone. Please call ahead to arrange an appointment. All
services are free and confidential to anyone in need.

CARESNET

CareNet Pregnancy Services West Chicago
440 E Roosevelt Rd

West Chicago, IL 60185

630-455-0300

Hours: M,T,Th,F 9am-5pm
PregnantHelp.com

New

Location

An interesting fact you may not know:

CareNet’s mission is to provide practical help to families experiencing unplanned pregnan-
¢y, not only empowering them to choose life, but also improving the quality of their lives
and providing enduring hope.

To meet ongoing needs and have a lasting impact, CareNet counselors keep in contact with
clients long after their initial visits. CareNet also partners with other local ministries and
maintains a database of hundreds of community resources. About 10% of CareNet’s funds
are spent on follow-up and post-delivery care. For assistance with adoption plans, medical
needs, housing, finances, insurance, and more, our counselors are able to walk the distance
with families and connect them to the help they need.


http://www.pregnanthelp.com/
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