Who Is My Enemy And What Does It Mean To Love My Enemy?

An enemy is not necessarily one who is a stranger. An enemy could be a relative or friend. An enemy is one who does not have your best interest at heart. An enemy is one who would belittle you, gossip about you, or be vindictive toward you, in other words an enemy is against your well-being. An enemy could be a relative or a friend. Let me give you some examples. I have been cursed out many times by relatives and some so called friends. I have had a lot of negative talk rained over me. I used to take the words to heart I would internalize them and accept them as reality. I had a very negative perception of myself. I had a low self esteem and I really did not want to be around people because I knew their words would hurt me. The recorder would continually play over and over in my head that I was not good enough, I was not pretty enough, I was not black enough, and the list went on.

My breaking point was when a very close relative cursed me out. I wore that hurt for a long time and would cry every time I thought about it. I cried out for help and God sent help in the form of a book, Billy Graham’s, ‘How to Be Born Again’. Relief came when I asked forgiveness of those who had hurt me. To really grow in Christ you have to do the hard thing of taking action on God’s Word. I immediately felt a warming sensation, I call it the Living Water of God flowing through me. I can now think of the incident and smile because that’s when I began to trust God.

Over the years there have been many people who let me know that they did not like me, and saying all manner of evil to me, but God is helping me to use those incidents to strengthen me.   A big test for me was another cursing out of a relative. She ranted and raved for about 5 minutes telling me how evil and bad I was. When she paused, I asked if she had finished and said I was sorry she felt that way and that she did not know half the story. It was not hers to know. Jesus is growing me up with a new attitude. I don’t internalize the negative any longer. I can feel the living water, the Holy Spirit flowing through me. The Holy Spirit enable us to exhibit holiness and character of Jesus to be lived out in my life. God’s Word is true.

 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; Matt 5:44   32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for   Christ's sake hath forgiven you. Eph 4:3
 I am responsible to do good and leave the results to God. Praise the Lord! 
