Gems In The Garden
“Diamonds are a girls best friend, Ever hear of that song? Some women seem to think that precious gems make them feel and look better. You could call it the ‘Bling Factor’. In our garden to day are there any diamonds, rubies, opals, topaz, emeralds or even amethyst?  Gems have been sought after for their value for years. ’Romancing the Stone’ was a movie about people fighting for an emerald.  But what makes them so valuable? They start off usually as rocks! Old dusty rocks! There are now land owners with deposits of gem-quality minerals charging people to dig for their own gems right here in the US. They will also help you design, cut and mount them before you leave. For a price! Yes, these land owners see a great potential value in their rocks.
We are like the rocks containing gems. We have a great potential value. However, the circumstances of life, broken dreams, negative perceptions, all seem to hide our real value. Our sparkle is hidden in the hum drums of our lives. We need to excavate our passions to realize our full  value. Sometimes we could use a pick to chip away at our façade, our mask so to speak. But, on other occasions we need an explosion to reach the depths of our real value. The real you!
I’ve always like the movies that show the most unlikely person to succeed, then they actually succeed! My favorites are: 1. Ironwill, the story of a young boy braving the elements to win a dog sled race to save the family farm, 2. “Glory Days” a basketball team with no hope of winning even one game in the NCAA to win whole tournament. 3. ‘Music of the Heart’, a woman who’s been depressed with no hope when her husband leaves her with 2 kids. She has to struggle to carve out a new life and in doing so fulfils a dream that had been put on a shelf years earlier. My favorite line: Thanks mom for telling me to get out of bed, her mom says you should thank your husband for leaving.

Sometimes In excavating for gems, there has to be an explosion to get to the most valuable gems! Excavating can be long, hard, dirty work. But, we keep digging because of the gems we could potentially find. The land owners will show or tell you about the  million  of dollars of gems that came out of their rocks to keep you motivated.  Some of the best gems are exposed after an explosion. And so it is with us, The defining moment of our lives come after deep hurts, fears and pains.  Some of our most traumatizing experiences can lead to excavating the real you.
For years I use to listen to a tape recorder in my head of all the negative thing people had said to me. I internalized them to a poor self image of myself. You could say I had a unhealthy self-esteem.  My defining moment came after a very hurtful situation. Every time I thought about it, I cried. Poor me! I eventually cried out to God for help. Surprise, surprise! Events began happening in my life that made a miraculous transformation, my defining moment! I read a book by Billy Graham. In it he talked of forgiveness and love. I prayed :

                     O God, I acknowledge that I have sinned against You. I am sorry for my sins. I am willing to turn from my sins. I     
openly receive and acknowledge Jesus Christ as my Savior. I confess Him as Lord. From this moment on I want to live for 
Him and serve Him. In Jesus name. Amen.

I then called a few people to ask forgiveness even though I felt I had been wronged.  Instantly, the burden of poor me left and I felt love in my heart. I now could think of the situation and not cry. I was beginning to feel better about myself. 

As I read books, and especially the Bible I found out that I was a special lady! I was fearfully and wonderfully made. I even had a purpose in life for good and not for evil. The more I read and took action on what I read, the better I felt about myself and others. I came upon a passage in the Bible that talks of how man looks on the outward appearances where God looks on the inside. God wanted a heart change, and that’s just what happened to me! 
I now have what I call God-esteem. I am of value, a special lady, because of what God has done for me. God gave his son to die for my sins, and make a way for me to have eternal life. God sent help to guide me through life’s challenges. I don’t look at my circumstances in the same way any more. I came face to face with God and found the real me. I am a woman of value.

You too have great potential value. Don’t let life’s circumstance block you from reaching your full value. Don’t forget
You have : Great value, excavate to reach your real value, experience your miraculous transformation, and yes, you are a special lady.

You are Gems in God’s garden. Reach out to Him to reach your full value.

