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Announcing a
change in
worship time
staring
April 8th.

After the recent Town Hall
meeting held on February
4th and the survey
conducted in January
where 78% of those
survey were in favor of
moving to one wosrship,
the council moved the
change in time in the
efforts to improve
communication and
congregational unity.
And there will be a
coffee hour after each
worship starting April
8th as well!
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2018 ST. JOHN’S COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
February 12, 2018

Meeting called to order by: President Mindi Esswein
Members present: Mindi Esswein, Pastor Matt, Austin Propst, Jane Kelly,
Shane Wagoner, Darrell Propst, Blaine Wilson, Connie Provard, Jerry Crites,
Diane Shewbridge, Bess Day (Treasurer)
Members Absent: Ray Bentz, Mike Noll, Anne Moore

Devotions: Diane Shewbridge
Minutes: January 2018 council minutes were corrected and accepted. (M/S/P
Jerry Crites:Austin Propst)
Financial Report: Financial report presented by Bess Day and accepted.
Pastor’s Report:

• Pastor Matt presented the report on activities for the Month of
January. Pastor shared some mock-ups for vinyl banners to post on
Queen and Burke Streets announcing Easter services as well as signage
announcing the Sunday School and Worship Service times when we
move forward to one service on Sunday mornings.

New Business:
• Shane will head up and coordinate the Easter Sunrise
Breakfast/Brunch.
• Two requests were entertained/approved for the use of Luther
Hall. Mustard Seed staff will host a baby shower for a Mustard Seed
employee on March 22, 2018. (M/S/P Jerry Crites:Austin Propst).
Betty Lou Boynton will host a baby shower on April 14, 2018 (M/S/P/
Jerry Crites: Austin Propst).
• Easter Lily and Lenten Folder contributions will be combined
and divided equally between Pastor’ discretionary fund, Friends
Feeding Friends and the Youth Gathering (M/S/P Austin Propst:Jerry
Crites)
• Several concerns regarding communication between the
Mustard Seed and St. John’s. Non-emergency concerns should go from
the Mustard Seed (Michelle Seidel) to the Mustard Seed Board to take
to Church Council. The Pastor should only be approached with
emergency concerns (personal injury, water leaks, etc.) Pastor’s
official role in the Mustard Seed is to provide Spiritual and Visionary
leadership. Mindi will attend the next Mustard Seed Board Meeting to
discuss proper procedures and will report back to the Council.
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Annual Meeting and Town Hall Session Topics Addressed:
• This format was received well; Council deemed it a success
and plan to use this format again
• Bookshelf relocation to the Chapel: concerns about the safety
issues and location of some of the shelving has been address. All units
have been secured and located in compliance with safety codes. The
remaining books will be moved from the lounge to the Chapel in the
very near future.
• Committee meetings need to be organized to be inclusive and
scheduled so that those wanting to serve can meet to minimize time
commitment while maximizing productivity to achieve goals. Some
suggestions are to have quarterly committee meetings following the
service on Sundays when we have one service, create a tri-fold
brochure for each committee addressing the function, opportunities and
goals of the committee, have a coffee hour with simple refreshments on
these Sundays for all while committees break out and meet. Pastor put
all members of the congregation on the Evangelism Committee.
• The congregational survey results resulted in 78% of the
voters in favor of one service on Sunday mornings. Questioned further
in the survey, 10:00 am got the most votes for the time to set for the
service. The congregation expressed/recognized the need and
importance to include our youth in the service regularly. Council voted
to begin on April 8, 2018 (M/S/P Jerry Crites:Austin Propst). Council
members will make the announcements at the 8:30am and 10:00am
service on February 18th.
• Bess Day reported that $3,175 is to be disbursed in 2017 for
Benevolence. She suggested the following and it was M/S/P (Austin
Propst:Jerry Crites).

Rescue Mission $ 275
Meals on Wheels $ 200
Bethany House $ 275
Camp Caroline Furnace $ 475
LTS-Gettysburg $1050
WVU Campus Ministry $ 900

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Christian Education: Shane reported that Vacation Bible School is scheduled
to begin on June 17, 2018 with a Sports theme. The first meeting will be
called before Easter but the date has not been set yet.

Social Ministry: Jerry noted that a Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner following
the service on March 11th.
Evangelism: No report
Worship & Music:Mike Noll was absent but Jerry announced that choir
practice will be at 6pm on Wednesday during Lent preceding the Lenten soup
suppers.
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Want to Keep up betterwith activities and
worship at St. John's?

Search for St. John's Lutheran
Church,Martinsburg on
Facebook and like our page.

www.stjohnsmartinsburg.org

Sermons posted weekly,
information about faith
practices, and more

information about events
happening at the St John's.

Send an email to
announcements@stjohnsmartisburg.org
to sign up for weekly emails and

announcments.

FLYTE:Mindi reported that youth from combined churches will sponsor the Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper. It will be a fund raiser for the Youth Gathering this June. A
five-dollar donation is requested with a cap of $20 suggested for the whole family.

Property/Tech: Darrell reported that 5 new water efficient toilets have been installed,
with one remaining that was defective and had to be returned. That will be installed
soon. The sink in the janitor’s closet has been replaced. The shattered glass panel in the
ceiling of the upper elevator lobby will be replaced by Berkeley Glass. Replacement of
lights/bulbs throughout the church will be addressed. The old wooden banquet tables
have been replaced with sturdy plastic tables that are much lighter to handle. There are
still 3 or 4 of the old tables that need to be replaced. If anyone would like to purchase
one, the cost is $75.
Mutual Ministry: No report

Stewardship: No report

With no further business, the congregational council closed with the Lord’s Prayer. M/S/
P (Austin Propst:Jerry Crites)

Respectfully submitted, Diane Shewbridge
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Thank You Notes:
Dear Pastor Matt,

Thank you for the wonderful service for our mother, Doris K. Brown.
Thank you to Jerry for the music--Mom's favorite hymns. Also, thank you to
all the ladies who prepared the wonderful food.

Susie, Jennifer and Family
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dear St. John's congregation,

The staff of Burke Street Elementary School and I would like to
thank you all for the generosity that was given during the past Christmas
season. Because of your kindness, a family enjoyed a wonderful Christmas
together and many student have benefitted from the donations of hats and
gloves. This kindness affects our students and their family more then you
know; we are lucky to have you as part of our school community and I look
forward to working with you in the upcoming year. I wish you a blessed and
wonderful New Year!

Sincerely,
Ms. Teressa Weller - School Counselor

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dear St. John's Lutheran Church family,

We thank all of you for the sandwich platter you sent for my
Granddad's funeral. It was so thoughtful and greatly appreciated.

Sincerely,
Aaron Maphis

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dear St. John's

Than you for your donation to Community Lutheran Partners int he
amount of 1460 in 2017.

Much of our focus in 2017 continued to be the flood recovery from
the 2016 flood event in Southern Central WV. In July, we added 5 counties
in Northern WV after flood occurred. CLP proves support through
financial assistance to flood survivor, disaster case management training for
Long Term Recovery Groups, and helps to coordinate mission teams
through WV VOAD (Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters). If your
congregation would like to put together a mission team for spring/summer
2018, please contact the CLP office. There is still a lot of work to be done!

Your continued support of our agency is greatly appreciated.
Together, we are making a difference in the lives of those living in the heart
of Appalachia.

Yours in Christ,
Sherri Schafer -Executive Director



•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Dear Members of St. John's Lutheran Church,

First order of business - Thank You! Your recent donation of a
$500.00Wal Mart Gift Card and your donation of 175.55 pounds of food
from your Advent collection to the Berkeley County Backpack Program
demonstrates your compassion for others. Your gift helps us feed more than
600 school students weekly. We also feed approximately 200 children in the
summer and offer fresh fruit and vegetables to add to their meals.

If you are wondering what difference your donation makes, let me
share the impact of your generosity through feedback we have received.
•From a parent: "The Backpack Program food bag my child receives has
helped supplement the food in our pantry when there isn't enough money
to buy everything we need to feed our family.”

•From another parent: "The hardest time in any pa rent's life, is the time
they fear they will not have enough food in their home for everyone to eat
and be full. Thanks to the backpack program, my family didn't have that
issue. With 11 people in our home, and only 1 full-time income, every bit
helped! The backpack program helped to ensure that on the weekends and
summer, we always had something to eat. We never had to worry that in
tough times, when money was low, that we would not have food. It has
truly been a blessing to my family.

•From a student: "To not have to worry about food for the weekend makes it
easier to do my homework because l'm not hungry."

We are an all -volunteer organization and would love for you to
experience the joy of feeding children. Please contact us at
BerkCoBpProgram@yahoo.com or Lisa Henry at 304-433-S796 to schedule a
visit, a food drive, or a mini-bagging session for your
group.

Please consider liking us on Facebook at Berk Co Back Pack
Program. Check out our program Please consider liking us on Facebook
at Berk Co Back Pack Program. Check out our program's website
www.feedbcwvkids.org. Help us advance our mission of helping to end
childhood hunger in our county one backpack at a time.

Sincerely,
Cindy Stegmaier, Secretary
Bekeley County BackPack Program Inc
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St John's Scholarship Award began in 2011. In the
past, eight scholarships have ben awarded in June. Previous
recipients of the $500 awards include Lauren Haines, Colin
Banks, Harrison Banks, Christine Smith, Nicholas Crites,
Jenna Taylor, Myranda McQuaid and Eryn Fleming.

Confirmed members of St. John's who apply must
fulfill these minimum requirements: Contributed 25 to the
community (church and non-church) through service, have a
2.5 GPA for the most recent grading period, have graduated
from high school within the last three years, been accepted
to an accredited college, university, or technical school, and
complete a 500 word essay that explains the impact this one-
time scholarship will have toward achieving their career and
academic goals. Applications for the Scholarship Award are
available through the church office and are to be returned to
the church by April 15. Visit our website to download the
application. The schlarship will be awarded during worship
on June 4th. 10
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Birthdays Anniversaries
1 Genevieve Gochenour 30 Megan and Nathan
2 Colin Banks Cosner
4 Travis Propst
5 Karen Kelley

Timothy Leitzke
9 Jane Kelley
12 Virginia Williams
16 Priscilla Horner

Jason Noll
17 Johnny Link

Jennifer Noll
20 Doug Horner

Oliver (Pete) Long
21 Judy Hinnerichs
22 Lee Brumback

Ken Remsberg
Tripp Smith
Sarah White

23 Laken Edwards
Luke Hartley
Michael Noll

28 Betty Calahan
Deborah Haarman
Wayne Whitmore

29 Michelle Byers
Kandi Ruth

31 Thomas Lewis

Milestones inMARCH

We would love to include you
and your family’s special dates:
Just give us a call: 304-263-9291

Drop us an e-mail:
churchoffice@stjohnsmartinsburg.org
or put them in the offering plate.
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The Mustard Seed really enjoyed our February activities this month. We
had a great time making Valentines food projects, sharing Valentine’s cards,
and having special Valentine’s classroom parties.

The Parent Committee is in the process of organizing spirit night at Chick-
fil-a and Panda Express. We will also have Dinner with the Easter Bunny at
Hoss’s. Please be on the lookout for more information as it become available.

We currently have 63 children enrolled in the center. We are having our
Open House for the Summer and Fall enrollment on March 27th from
9:30am-11:00am. We have openings mainly in our Pre-K program (age-4
by August 31st) and a few in our Toddler program.

Thank you for all your dedication to The Mustard Seed! It is appreciated!

Michelle Seidel
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Raised to Date:
$6,625.00
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Join Us For

Family Movie Night
MARCH 17 at 6:00pm

Located in Luther Hall

Free Movie
Free Popcorn
Free Drink

Next Movie night - April 2 at 6pm

Sponsored by the Social Ministry
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5:00-8:00 pm

Proceeds from the night will help defrey costs for the
sending our youth and adults to the National Youth

Gathering in Houston, TX
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Pastor's Report

January 2018
Visitation

January Visits: 28
Conference and Synod

Conference Meeting
Caroline Furnace Board Meeting
Synod Assembly Planning Meeting

Worship
6 Sunday Worship Services
Church Committees

Council
De-decorating the Sanctuary

Church and Community Functions
CCAP Committee Meeting
CCAP Board Meeting
Family Movie Night
Education
1 Confirmation

3 Sunday School Classes
Table Talk

2 Wednesday Bible Studies
Mustard Seed

3 Chapel Services with Mustard Seed
Mustard Seed Board Meeting

Weddings
Funerals

Funeral planning with the Esswein Family
Carlton Esswein Visitation
Carlton Esswein Funeral

Continuing Education
Synod Con-Ed
Choir
3 Choir
Mileage

Pastor Day’s Mileage for the month of January was 319 miles.
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My brothers and sisters in Christ,
Back in the fall when our congregation’s council met and

discussed having a Town Hall meeting, I was a bit nervous. I was not sure what
would happen or if anyone would participate. I was blown away by the
conversations and participation. There was so much that was discussed that
the council will be busy for the next few months working through it all.

One item that I wish to discuss was my “executive decision” to put
everyone in the congregation on the evangelism committee. I was serious when
I said it—every member of the congregation needs to work on evangelism.
Evangelism is the work of proclaiming the gospel. Proclaiming the gospel does
not only happen in the pulpit but can be done in multiple ways. EVERYONE
needs to take on this task. One the comments shared the most on the survey
was the need for growth in congregation. Our church won't grow if we don't
share the good news (the evagelous) of Jesus Christ.

So, what does this mean? If you see someone new sitting in your
quadrant of pews at church, introduce yourself. If they are sitting alone, sit
with them. If you see them struggle to follow along in the service, help them
out. That is evangelism in its most simple form. Be willing to answer their
questions and make sure you point them out to me so that I can welcome
them. Don't assume that someone else will welcome them to worship--be the
leader that I know you all are and make sure everyone is welcomed.

On April 8th, we will be moving to one worship on Sunday morning. I
heard many say that having two worship services made it feel like we were two
congregations. Starting April 8th, you may see people you might not
recognize--go introduce yourself to them. Even if they have been a member
here for 20 or 30 years, go and welcome them. I know many of you are afraid of
welcoming someone who is already a member. Why don't we agree for the
next few months to not worry about this and just welcome everyone. There
will be some hurt people in our congregation over losing their worship time.
We need to be mindful of that and the best way to do this is to be welcoming
and kind to everyone.

But before we get to April 8th, we have a lot to do liturgically in the

March2018
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church. Palm Sunday was phenomenal last year. None of us expected that
high of a participation at the square. Pastor Julie, Pastor Rufus and myself
have met and we are excited to be doing this holy work again this year. Like
last year, we are going to start our Palm Sunday Worship together in the
square for the blessing of the palm branches and the reading of the
processional gospel starting at 10am. There is this tradition in the church
that Palm Sunday always starte outside and walk in to our sanctuary just as
Jesus walked into Jerusalem. What better way to welcome our Savior into
Martinsburg than to do the same thing. If you can’t walk, don’t worry. Wait
for us back at St. John’s but if you can walk, please join us at the square. Let
us bring some hope to community and remind them that Jesus is with us! If
it is raining, we will meet in Luther Hall for the start of the worship service.

Our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday Services will go on as
normal. Easter Morning will start at 6:30am with the Sunrise service and
breakfast will follow around 7:30am. We will have our festival Eucharist at
10am. This will be my first Easter with you all since last year I was a little
busy becoming a dad. I still cry thinking about when he was born. He is
truly one of the best things to have happened to me and my wife.

On a personal note, I really want to encourage you all to participate
as much as you can for Holy Week and Easter. If you have never been to a
Maundy Thursday or Good Friday worship, come this year. I promise you
that you will never experience anything like it anywhere else. These services
are based in ancient traditions and mystery and do a wonderful job teaching
the story of Jesus. Which means, it is very appropriate to bring your
children! Don’t worry about them not getting it or getting scared, or making
noise. I have been attending Holy Week services since I can remember. I
am sure I made noise and drove my mom nuts, but I learned the story and
look where that led me. You might think that your kids are getting nothing
out of church but they are and we as a congregation are receiving joy
knowing that there is life, vitality and hope in their noises. This week is for
them just as much as it is for us adults! I will have a book for them to use and
collect stickers.

Make time to deepen your faith.

In Christ,

23
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