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NOVEMBER 2017
At aGlance:

***Official Notice***
A Yearly Congregational

Meeting has been
scheduled for
November 5

to discuss the 2018 budget.
Please be in attendance.
The meeting will take place
after the 10am service.

Our Thanksgiving Offering
The year of 2017 has been a

record year for disasters, a record
year for at least for as far back as
most of us can remember. In light of
that fact and knowing how many
people and places were effected,
Council has decided to send the St.
John's funds colected in
Thanksgiving for our blessings to
The Lutheran Disaster Response
Fund.
"Lutheran Disaster Response
collaborates with other disaster
response organizations and religious
entities in the United States and
around the world. This enables the
greatest stewardship of resources
and maximum impact of response.
We are a welcome partner because
we respect the perspectives and
strengths of others.

We recognize that every
disaster is local. Because of this, we
believe every response needs to be
rooted in the community; we work
to accompany that community from
immediate relief through long-term

recovery. In our international work
we partner closely with companion
churches and other Lutheran and
ecumenical relief agencies to make
sure local needs are being addressed
and met. In the United States, we
work through our extensive affiliate
network and other partners to
address these same concerns.

Your gifts are used entirely
(100 percent) for direct response.
Together, we can help provide
immediate and long-lasting support
for those whose homes have been
devastated or who have been
otherwise affected by hurricanes."



Every student who is in the 8th grade or above is eligible to
attend the YouthGathering in 2018.

The Conference churches are working together to fundraise and travel
down to Houston. We need to know now if you are interested in
going. The Cost is around$1500 but with fundraising and other

support, we hope to make the cost free.
Please speak to PastorMatt if you are interest. This is a once

in a lifetime event so don’tmiss it!
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2017 ST. JOHN’S COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
October 9, 2017

Meeting called to order by: President Mindi Esswein

Members present: Mindi Esswein, Pastor Matt, Jane Kelley, Bess Day,

Connie Provard, Rick Losh, Darrell Propst, Austin Propst, Bev

Murphy, Shane Wagoner, Mike Noll, Diane Shewbridge, and Cindy

Moats

Members absent: Jerry Crites

Devotions: Rick Losh

Minutes: September 2017 council minutes accepted (M Day/Losh)

Financial Report: January to October 2017 report accepted (Losh/

Shewbridge)

Pastor’s Report: A summary report for the month of September was

provided to the council by Pastor Matt. He shared plans for the

Reformation Day service and is currently planning the services for

Christmas.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Library relocation: Discussed relocating the library from

Luther Hall to the back wall of the Chapel in the basement of

the church building, to make it more easily accessible. Accepted

(Murphy/Moats)

2. The 2018 budget proposal was presented to the council. It

was reviewed by the members present and a discussion

followed. Motion was made to accept the budget as presented

and forward it to the congregation for final approval (Noll/

Kelly). Accepted

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

3 year goals: Work on this was tabled until the next meeting

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Christian Education: Committee members are implementing some new

ideas to improve attendance at Sunday School, and they’ll have a

service project for the students on the first Sunday of each month,

utilizing “Fill the Bucket” as a theme. Trunk or Treat will be held on

Sunday, October 29.

WELCA: Oct. 21 is the Apple Harvest Parade and WELCA is asking for

donations of canned sodas, bottled water, and individually wrapped

treats for sale during the parade. Nov. 10 and 11 is the Soup and
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Want to Keep up betterwith activities and
worship at St. John's?

Search for St. John's Lutheran
Church,Martinsburg on
Facebook and like our page.

www.stjohnsmartinsburg.org

Sermons posted weekly,
information about faith
practices, and more

information about events
happening at the St John's.

Send an email to
announcements@stjohnsmartisburg.org
to sign up for weekly emails and

announcments.

Sandwich sale, along with the Craft sale, and volunteers are needed as

well as donations of quart jars.

Worship & Music: No report.

FLYTE: No report.

Social Ministry: There are seats still available for the bus trip to Sight and

Sound Theatre in December. The next movie day is Oct. 14 and the

movie will be Monsters Inc.

Evangelism: None.

Property/Tech: Work is supposed to start on the steeple on October 10th.

The installation of the new air conditioning units is scheduled to start

the next Monday, October 16th.

Mutual Ministry: No report.

Stewardship: The book club will meet again on Jan, 7th at the home of

Linda Riley. This committee is still collecting the covenants and is

extending the deadline in order to get more responses. The blood drive

is scheduled for Dec. 15th.

With no further business, the congregational council closed with the Lord’s

Prayer.

Respectfully submitted, Cindy Moats

An update on the AC units in Luther Hall
Our credit application was approved for 1/3 down to purchase
materials and the balance due over 12 months at 0%.
Units are being installed and will hopefully be finished soon.
Thank you for those who have contributed $260 toward this
project.
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Confirmation Schedule
2017-2018

Date Subject - Year 1 Reinforcement 
Activity

Subject - Year 2 Reinforcement 
Activitiy

November 5 @ 
3-6pm

Conference Wide Confirmation Event at St. James Uvilla, WV 
4320 Shepherdstown Pike, Shenandoah Junction, WV 25442 

Let us know if you can’t make it.

November 19 @ 
12:30

Commandments 
1-5

The Torah Film - Evan 
Almighty

December 10 @ 
12:30

Commandments 
6-10

West Wing 
Episode - Take this 
Sabbath Day

The Nativity Story Film - Nativity 
Story

January 21 @ 12:30 Apostles’ Creed Exodus Film - Prince of Egypt

February 18 @ 12:30 Lord’s Prayer Field Trip - Grotto in 
Emmitsburg, MD

The Gospel Field Trip - Grotto in 
Emmitsburg, MD

March 16-18 Confirmation Retreat - Topic:  The Easter Story

April 29 @ 12:30 Baptism/
Communion

Parables

May 6 @ 12:30 Office of the Keys Paul

Confirmation Sunday - May 20 at 10am



WELCOME TOWELCA
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SCRIP SPOT

The Holidays are coming!!! Don’t forget gift cards - they are easy
and inexpensive to mail! Gift cards can also be used to purchase
those extra groceries needed for baking and holiday meals –
Wal-Mart, Target, Martins, and Sam’s Club.

Upcoming Dates:
•November 7-9 Prepare for Soup/Sandwich Sale – let Priscilla, Connie,

or Betty Lou know if you can help

•November 10 & 11 Vendor/Craft/Soup/Sandwich Sale in Luther Hall

•August 9-11, 2018 – SWO Convention at Bishop Hodges Pastoral

Center, Huttonsville, WV

•July 2020 – 11th Triennial Gathering of WELCA, Phoenix, AZ

1. September needle craft night was cancelled. New date

listed above.

2. Available in this newsletter is the vendor form for the

Craft/Vendor Sale November 10 and 11.

3. Soup/Sandwich Sale pre-order form in this newsletter

4. WELCA will need help with food preparation of soup and

sandwiches as well as help on the days of the Craft/Vendor

Sale. Please check your calendars to see if you are available.

THANKS!!

5. Additionally, if anyone would like to donate Wal-Mart gift

cards to help WELCA purchase ingredients needed for the

soup/sandwiches, we would greatly appreciate it.

THANKS!!!!!!!!!!

The Book Club will be focusing on books by author, Charles
Martin, for their next discussion. This will also be their annual
covered dish Christmas Luncheon at the home of Linda Riley
at 1PM on January 7th. Join us for good food, good books and
a good time with friends!
Don't forget,too, the Christmas books are on the red cart in the
lounge. There's a great selection.
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The Mustard Seed had a lot of fun in October! We enjoyed making Fall
food projects, carving pumpkin’s, playing outside and our Annual Fall
Parade through town. The local businesses are wonderful at supporting
our center. Please take the time and walk Mainstreet downtown. There
are lots of great people and shops!

We have many special events coming up in November and December.
We will set up a table at the WELCA vendor event with information
about the center. We are looking forward to seeing the other vendors
who will be joining us.

Our Annual Thanksgiving Feast for the Mustard Seed children and
families will be on Thursday, November 16th starting at 11:30am.
Kitchen help is always appreciated. Please See BettyLou if you are
available.

Join us for a Spirit Night at Chick-Fil-A on Monday, November 20th.
Take a break from cooking and enjoy a dinner out before having to cook
your huge Thanksgiving feast.

On December 1st you are invited to join us at Hoss’s for Dinner with
Santa. Sign-up sheets with more information will come out mid-
November.

December 13th-18th we are having a Christmas Door Decorating Contest.
Please take a walk through the center and check out the classroom doors.
We will have Classroom gift boxes on the stage to cast your coin votes.
All donations will go towards our annual Happy Birthday Jesus Party on
December 20th. Thank you always for your support and we hope you
have a wonderful Holiday season!
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Join St. John’s Lutheran Church For

Family Movie Night

November 18th at 6:00pm
Located in Luther Hall

Free Movie

Free Popcorn

Free Drink
Sponsored by the Social Ministry
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St. John's Lutheran Church SJLC Mustard Seed
Statement of Income & Expenses Statement of Income & Expenses
January-September 2017 January-September 2017

Total Total

Income Income
 Current Offering 103,602            Income 258,666$          
 Benevolence 25,196              
 Improvement Fund 2,829                Expenses
 Special Offering & Income 4,412                Wage Expense 208,882            
 Memorials & Other Donations 250                   Other Expenses 53,953              

Total Expenses 262,836            
Total Income 136,289$          

Excess of income over expenses (4,170)               
Expenses
 Worship and Music 20,728              Carryforward loss from inception (68,563)             
 Administration 41,892              
 Evangelism 2,241                Cumulative expenses over fees (72,733)$           
 Stewardship 19                     
 Youth 726                   
 Social Ministry 138                   
 Christian Education 2,422                
 Ministry 54,377              
 Property 52,113              
 Benevolence 27,840              

Total Expenses 202,496            

Excess of expenses over income (66,207)             

 Other Income 7,772                
 Other Expenses 4,751                

Total excess of expenses over income (63,186)$           

Capital Improvement

Income
Sound System Update 1,115                

Expense
A/C Luther Hall 10,157              
Steeple Repair 6,000                

St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church Endowment Funds
Q3 2017 Summary Report

Annualized
12/31/2016 9/30/2017 Return

Bank of Charles Town 110,298            61,654              15%
Thrivent 435,356            476,270            13%
ELCA Mission II 53,148              53,736              1%
ELCA Mission III 57,677              58,499              2%

Totals 656,478$          650,159$          
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BIRTHDAYS

4 Cheryl Burke
Barbara Maxwell

5 Deanna Noll
6 Roberta Dana

Gwen Ferenchick
7 Joshua Hancock
8 Amanda Boswell
10 John Link
11 Veteran's Day
Ann Cloud
Rosalee Ettinger

14 Craig Harpel
Bernice Windholz

16 Sarah Calabrese
Lewis Harden, II

19 Margret Bock
20 Brian Kelley
23 Thanksgiving Day

Steve Crites
25 Benjamin Byers, III
27 Carl Newman
28 Zachary Alvarez
29 Jenna Taylor
30 Katelyn Kline

Milestones in NOVEMBER

14

ANNIVERSARIES
2 Meagan and Kevin Remsberg
4 Rebecca and Kirk Kline
5 Deanna and Gregory Noll
7 Kristi and David Remsberg
9 Debra and Teddy Roberts
28 Susan and Martin Bales

Don't see your important dates? We'd
like to update our lists. Please send
them to the office:
304-263-9291
churchoffice@stjohnsmartinsburg.org
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A FewWays for Families to Celebrate Thanksgiving

Maybe you have started your list already: turkey, stuffing, potatoes, green
bean casserole, pumpkin pie. The family dinner is taking shape. Don’t forget
to add another important item to your list: tradition. Even if your kids are
getting older, now is a great time to start some new family traditions that will
make your Thanksgiving celebration more memorable and meaningful.

1 Tablecloth Tradition: Buy a large tablecloth that you can use every year.
Purchase some fabric pens and have your family members write specific
things for which they are thankful. (Be sure to include the date!) As you do
this for several years, you will be creating a host of memories to look back on
each year. Remembering God’s blessings from the past can help us be more
hopeful for the future.
2 Family Timeline: The first idea will take several years to complete, but
you can start remembering right now by making a list or timeline of the
events in your family’s life. Include those times when you have seen God
working and when your faith has grown.
3 Thank You Notes: We often write notes to friends and neighbors who
give us presents or do things for us, but how often do we make a written
acknowledgment of the everyday things that happen in our own families.
“Mom, thank you for making such a great dinner! I love it when you make
strawberry salad.” “Dad, thanks for fixing my tire last week. Riding my bike
is so fun!” “Danny, thanks for helping me rake leaves on Saturday. I enjoyed
our time together.”
4 Remember the “Invisibles”: Sometimes we also take for granted all the
people who do things for us on a regular basis. As you are in the note-writing
mode, consider writing thank you notes to everyday people like the
paperboy, the garbage men, the lunch ladies at school, the cab driver, and the
waitress.
5 Guess Who Game: I n the days leading up to Thanksgiving have each
member of the family complete this sentence several times: “I am thankful
for___________.” Put each sentence on a small slip of paper and mix
them up in a large bowl. On Thanksgiving Day, pull out the slips one
at a time and try to guess who authored each slip.
6 Invite: Thanksgiving is traditionally a very family-centered holiday, but
what about those who don’t have family close by? Consider expanding your
table by inviting some people who might not have anywhere to go like a
college student, a shut-in, a single mother and her children, a widower, or a
new family in your church.
7 Write Prayers: To help your family stay focused on giving thanks to
God, have each member of the family write a prayer to share throughout the
day. You can give each person a different theme or idea to start with or let
them create their own prayers. With each prayer time, you might include a
short Bible reading.
What’s your family’s favorite holiday tradition?
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Christian Education
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Raised to Date:
$1,290.00
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Pastor's Report
September 2017

Visitation
September Visits: 20

Conference and Synod
Conference Meeting

Worship
7 Sunday Worship Services

Pulpit Exchange
Church Committees

All Committee Meting Night - Christian Education, Property,
Social Ministry
Stewardship
Council

Finance/Trustee
Church and Community Functions

Family Movie Night
CCAP Board Meeting
Friends Feeding Friends

Education
3 Bible Study
Confirmation

3 Sunday School Classes
Mustard Seed

3 Chapel Services with Mustard Seed
Board Meeting
Weddings
Funerals

Continuing Education
LARCUM Conference in Charleston, WV

Choir
3 Choir

Mileage
Pastor Day’s Mileage for the month of September was 645

miles.



My brothers and sisters in Christ,
For all the saints, who from

their labors rest...
The month of November begins with
the celebration of All Saints Sunday.
A festival in the church where we
remember our beloved brothers and

sisters who now enjoy the full feast of resurrection. Lutherans
traditionally do not have good language to talk about the saints. We
often say that we do not pray to saints, we pray to God alone, but yet
we confess in our creed that we believe in the communion of saints.
Suffusive to say, saint language.

So let's talk about some saintly language. First off, All Saints
Sunday is a time when we remember those who have deeply impacted
our faith but who are no longer with us. When St. Paul writes about
death in his letters, he tells us that death is like sleeping. When I was
in seminary, we asked Dr. Carlson to explain this. He said,
“Remember when you were younger and you went to Hershey Park for
the day? You would play all day long and be exhausted by the time you
get to the car. On the way home, you would fall asleep and be so tired
that you would not even remember your dad carrying you in to your
bed. However, when you wake up the next morning, you find yourself
in your own bed, though you do not remember the trip inside. And
once you put your slippers on, you come down stairs to find that your
dad made you pancakes. That is what Paul means.”

All Saints Day can be a very hard time for many in our
congregation. Remembering the death of a loved one can still bring up
hard emotions but that is why we believe in the communion of saints.
When we speak of the saints, we are not only referring to those who
have died but those still present, in our community of faith. This is
why on November 5th, we will not only remember those who are no
longer with us, but we will welcome those "new saints" who want to
join our congregation as members in the body of Christ.

So, are you thinking of joining our congregation? There is still
time to do so. Just let me know. For many people in my generation,
membership is a real foreign concept. We don't like joining groups
that we do not know anything about. I often think that the church
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should change our language from membership to discipleship.
Membership in the church means you promise to make a commitment
to pray for the congregation; to participate in the worship life of the
congregation; to grow in your faith; and support the church through
your time, talents and treasures. Joining a congregation is bigger than
just membership. Anyone can be a member of an organization, we
want you to embody the church in all that you say and do. Maybe that
is a bit more overwhelming than many want to hear, but imagine if we
all thought of ourselves less as members of St. John's and more of
disciples of Jesus who are strengthened spiritually at St. John's.

As we have been talking over the past few months, the gospel
of Matthew has high expectations for disciples. I think we should
have high expectations of one another as well, but instead of doing
what the world does when we make a mistake, we offer forgiveness. I
think about all those blessed saints in my life who pushed me to be a
better person, son, Christian, and eventually pastor. I think of those
professors who made my life miserable, but in challenging me, made
me a better person. I think of my scout master who was tough on me
but in being tough, made me a stronger person. I think of my speech
pathologist who never gave up on me; who worked week after week
with me to help me in speaking more clearly. If it wasn't for her, I
would not be a pastor. I think of my grandparents who made sure I
went to church, knew about Jesus, and made sure I knew the love of
my family. But I know these people were not perfect, but honestly,
it doesn't matter.

If we learn to hold each other to high expectations as well as
forgive when mistakes are made, we will get stronger. Gossiping
doesn't make us stronger. Judging others does not make us stronger.
As Jesus reminded us a few weeks ago in the gospel, we are not just
hypocrites but we are forgiven hypocrites. Whenever I read about the
saints, we hear so many stories of the great things they have done,
as well as the mistakes they have made, but yet they are still saints
because the church found a way to forgive them. We are a great
church when we do the same to each other.

In Christ,
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