Matthew 15:21-28
What Does This Woman Have to Do With Me
Good Morning My Sisters and Brothers In Christ.  I greet you this morning in the name of Jesus, for there is no other name by which men and women; boys and girls might be saved.
Phil. 2.9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
Phil. 2.10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
Phil. 2.11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

If you confess Jesus as Lord this morning then stand on your feet and praise Him for He and He alone is worthy of all praise.
Psa. 96.4 For great is the LORD and mostworthy of praise; 
he is to be feared above all gods. 

I do not have the words to adequately thank you for all that you did for the Slaughter Family this past week.  I know that your prayed for I felt the power of your prayer sustaining me.  I know that you worked for I saw the results of your efforts in the kitchen, the dining room, and the overflow rooms.  I know that God was pleased - for we did what God calls us to do.  Thank you for extending the hospitality for which we have become known.

Also, I want to thank you for sending $281.13 to ABC/MC for the people of Haiti.


On last Sunday I invited you to spend some time thinking about “How Will I Handle Rejection” and I concluded that sermon by reminding you that how you handle rejection depends on whom you are trying to please - Jesus or the World.  Today we are continuing with the gospel of Matthew.  We are considering a conversation between an unnamed woman and Jesus.  This conversation is remarkable because this woman has decided she will not allow her child to be rejected.
In order to appreciate the depth of her decision not to be rejected we need to look at Mark’s rendering of the same story in tandem with the Matthew passage. (Mark 7:24-37)
Allow me to retell the story in my own words.

Jesus had just completed a teaching moment with Sarah Palin, Rush and some of their conservative right wing friends.  Jesus had been trying to get them to understand that they were missing the point of his ministry and his teaching.  This new movement was not about political correctness.  This movement, this ministry was about the commandments of God.  After Jesus talked with Sarah and Rush, he continued the teaching with the crowd and finally with the 12, using parables that they could understand.  Then Jesus left that place and traveled outside of his hometown and his neighborhood. He went to rest and yet someone saw Jesus entering the house and started a blog.  Someone went on Facebook and someone went to Twitter. Before Jesus could rest, this woman, this unnamed woman had used her GPS to locate Jesus and she came to see Him.  
Matthew called her a Canaanite and Mark said she was Greek and born in Syria.  In order for them to identify her as such, she must have been a different color; she must have had on different kind of clothes; she must have spoken with a different accent.  But this woman came to Jesus.  She had only one request and it was not even for herself.  She came to ask Jesus to heal her mentally ill daughter.  She had been to Mayo Clinic and they could do nothing.  She had bought some special juice, some detox socks, and some stuff from the health food store and still her daughter suffered with mental illness.  So she went to see this Jesus, this Son of a carpenter who was not even accepted by His peers.  She went to see Jesus, this untrained teacher who had been questioned and rejected by the politicians and teachers.  She went to see Jesus and placed her request before Him. 
Before Jesus would help this unnamed woman Jesus needed to know who or what she believed Jesus to be - was Jesus another doctor who was operating out of someone’s home; was Jesus just a vendor with a special all purpose potion; was Jesus just someone or was Jesus the One.  Jesus needed to know what this woman believed.  She believed Jesus was the One because she called him Lord, she believed Jesus was the One because she bowed at his feet; she believed Jesus was the One because she would not be rejected.
Jesus knew her heart, heard her words and responded in kind:

Matt. 15.28  Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

That is the essence of the story with a 21st century update.  So I ask you to pray with me for just a moment as we consider: 
WHAT DOES THIS WOMAN HAVE TO DO WITH ME?

I have read this story many times before and each time I read it I am puzzled by Jesus response to this woman
Matt. 15.23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 
Matt. 15.24  He answered, “I was sent only to the lost 
sheep of Israel.” 

The first thought that comes to my mind is that Jesus is turning her away because she is not Jewish - but that cannot be right - for that would make my Lord a racist.  My second thought is that he ignored her because she was a woman - but that cannot be right either for it would make my Savior - a sexist.  Well. if Jesus did not answer her because she was not Jewish, not male it must have been because her ancestors were pagan and did not believe in the God of Israel. But that cannot be the reason either for we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God and Jesus still says come.  So why did Jesus not say a word?  Perhaps it was a test
for the woman - to see if she could so easily turn from her new found belief
for the disciples - to see if they had learned anything from the previous lesson

So what does this woman have to do with me!  She is testimony to the fact that sometimes Jesus will test us and sometimes Jesus will use us to test others.

When Jesus does answer the woman it is with words that sound harsh to my 21st century ears - but I must hear them as they were intended in the 1st century.  Jesus was really asking this woman if it was proper for a Jewish rabbi to give Jewish things to a Gentile.  That is a better understanding of “give the children’s food to the dogs.”  Try to hear this as a human father on his way home to feed his hungry children and he sees another hungry child outside - would he not say/think - let me feed my children first. 

So what does this woman have to do with me!  She teaches us to hear things as they are intended and not read anything into them that is not there.    To listen before we speak.


There is one more thing that we can learn from this unnamed woman and that is how to treat a Savior.
1.  She acknowledges that He is Lord
Mark 7.25 In fact, as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by an evil spirit came and fell at his feet. 
2.  She is persistence in her pray

Matt. 15.22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.” 

Mark 7.26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 

Matt. 15.25 The woman came and knelt before him.“Lord, help me!” she said. 

3.She is willing to dialogue with Jesus

Mark 7.28  “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.”

Let’s wrap this all up! 

WHAT DOES THIS WOMAN HAVE TO DO WITH ME?

She is testimony to the fact that sometimes Jesus will test us and sometimes Jesus will use us to test others.

So what does this woman have to do with me!  She teaches us to hear things as they are intended and not read anything into them that is not there.  To l isten before we speak.

There is one more thing that we can learn from this unnamed woman and that is how to treat a Savior.
1.  She acknowledges that He is Lord
2.  She is persistence in her pray
3.  She is willing to dialogue with Jesus
Jesus rewards this woman because of her faith.
Faith in God is not about location, position or vocation.  Faith in God is about relationship and it has everything to do with how we are called to live this life.
