WHAT WILL I DO WHEN I AM TEMPTED?
Matthew 4:1-11

Good Morning My Sisters and Brothers in Christ.  
Psa. 133.1 How good and pleasant it is when brothers and sisters live together in unity!
Psa. 34.3 Omagnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.
1Chr. 16.34 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures forever. 
I am so glad to be in this place at this time.  Since I last stood here I have traveled to Orlando FL for the ABC Minister’s Retreat - Together in the Lord.  It was a blessing as always to be with other brothers and sisters in the ministry from all over the United States and PR.  
This morning we continue with our study of the gospel as recorded by Matthew.  On last week Jesus has come to John to be baptized in the Jordan River.  My Bible says:
Matt. 3.16-17 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
Our lesson for this week immediately follows that event. 
Matt. 4.1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
desert to be tempted by the devil. 

Would you pray with me and for me as we consider the first 11 verses of the 4th chapter of Matthew with a focus on this thought:
WHAT WILL I DO WHEN I AM TEMPTED?

SHALL WE PRAY!
God of Heaven and Earth we your people come desiring to hear a Word from you.  A Word that will help us when we are tempted, a Word that will sustain us when we feel alone, abandoned and absent from the body of Christ.  Send your Word this morning Lord, in order that each person who hears this sermon will be able to say, I know the Lord was in this place for I heard Him speak to me.  Father, I ask that the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart be acceptable to you.  AMEN AND AMEN!
WHAT WILL I DO WHEN I AM TEMPTED?
As I studied this passage I begin to wonder if temptation was always a test.  So I did some research and this is what I learned.  In the OT being tempted was almost always a test designed to show that person’s love for God.  The first story that comes to mind is the story of Adam and Eve - they were tempted and they failed the test. Another story is the testing of Job.  In each of these stories the tempter was Satan.  
Another form of temptation and the one we think of most often is the idea - the suggestion that we do evil against our neighbor or God.  These temptations may not be of Satan, but just our own sinful nature.  This is the most common use of temptation in the NT.  
Jesus was aware that we would be tempted for Jesus taught us to pray:
Matt. 6.13And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

Finally there is a third use of temptation in which we - human beings- the creation of God - attempt to tempt the Creator.  An example of this is found in Matthew
Matt. 12.38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, “Teacher, we want to see a miraculous sign from you.” 
Matt. 12.39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
Often when we humans - folk - attempt to test God it is because we doubt God or have little trust.  A good example of this is the story of Jonah - he knew God had told him what to do and we was tempted to do it his own way - and therefore he tested God and God showed up for the test.
However, we understand and use the word temptation we should be clear that God does not tempt us: 
James 1.13-15When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;  but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 

tempt, transitiveverb.
1. to make or try to make (a person) do something. 
Ex. The sight of the food tempted the hungry man to steal. 
(SYN) lure, inveigle, decoy. 
2. to appeal strongly to; attract. 
Ex. That candy tempts me. 
(SYN) allure, entice. 
3. to dispose or incline. 
Ex. to be tempted to disagree. 
4. to induce or persuade. 
Ex. Nothing will tempt him to sell his business. 
5. to provoke. 
Ex. It is tempting Providence to go in that old boat. 
6. (Archaic.) to test. 
Ex. God tempted Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his son. 
In order to fully appreciate the events of the fourth chapter of Matthew you need to understand all that was happening in the very first verse.  “Then” - “at that time “- “soon afterward” - “the next thing” - then, after Jesus had been baptized by John - after God had opened the heavens and spoke -Then Jesus - the Son of God, the one in whom God was pleased, was lead by the Spirit of God into the desert.  
You might be wondering why would God lead His Son into the desert - why would God allow His Son to be alone, without food, without friends, without comfort - without those things one needs to survive - well the answer is right there - “to be tempted by the devil”.
This is a crucial point for us to grasp this morning - God does not tempt - the devil tempts - but God may lead us to temptation in order that we might grow.  Jesus as the Son of God did not need to grow, but Jesus as a human man needed to have the experience of temptation in order that Jesus could show us, model for us, teach us how we as His sisters and brothers in Christ are to respond when tempted.
While in the desert Jesus endure three temptations.  These three temptations can be placed into three categories - physical needs and desires; possessions and power; and pride.
physical needs and desires
Matt. 4.2 After fasting forty days and forty nights, 
he was hungry. Matt. 4.3 The tempter came to him 
and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
possessions and power
Matt. 4.6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “‘He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 


pride
Matt. 4.9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

then when you or I thought our lives was finally beginning to make sense - finally, we have gotten our selves together here comes something to challenge us, knock us off our game, tempt us.  


CHALLENGE
I challenge you this week to do three things:

1.Make a list of the places where you are most tempted

2.Make a list of the people that most tempt you

3.Find a Bible Verse or a passage of scripture that you can memorize and use when tempted

WHAT WILL I DO WHEN I AM TEMPTED?

when I am tempted to give up
Psa. 23.1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
when I am tempted to attack - because I have been attacked
Is. 54.17 no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and this is their vindication from me,” declares the LORD
when I am tempted to doubt/question the plan
Jer. 29.11 For I know theplans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
when I am tempted to wonder if it is worth it
John 14.2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
John 14.3 And if I go andprepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  
when I am tempted to lose sight of the promise
Matt. 28.20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I amwith you always, to the very end of the age.”
