WHAT HAS FAITH GOT TO DO WITH IT?
9:27-34; 11:2-6

Good Morning My Sisters and Brothers in Christ!  Praise the Lord for He is worthy of all praise.  What a week we have had!  We have prayed for and with Gide and Marlange and our other brothers and sisters as they struggle with the aftermath of Haiti. We have grieved the passing of Marcellus Sullivan and prayed for all those whom have been left behind.  We have considered as we do each year what it means to be a part of the beloved community that MLK Jr. envisioned.  

Central to the thinking of Martin Luther King was the concept 
of the "Beloved Community. "King had a vision of a completely integrated society, a community of love and justice where brotherhood and sisterhood would be an actuality in all of social life. In his mind, such a community would be the ideal expression of the Christian faith.

It is at this intersection of history, grief, and faith that I ask you to join me as we consider this question:  

WHAT HAS FAITH GOT TO DO WITH IT?
SHALL WE PRAY!  God of heaven and earth.  We your people come this morning - some with heavy hearts - some with aches and pains - some in a state of confusion - yet we come and ask that you would send us a Word that would lighten our hearts, ease our aches and pains, clear our confusion and reassure us that you are with us even until the end of the age.  Father, I ask that you use my words and my thoughts to deliver the message your people need to hear.  In the wondrous name of Jesus, we pray.  Amen and Amen.
WHAT HAS FAITH GOT TO DO WITH IT?

As a child of the Civil Rights movement I approach the celebration of MLK Jr. birth with mixed emotions.  A part of me is proud that this country believed enough in his dream to honor his birth as a national holiday.  That fact gives me continued hope that this country - that we as Americans - will one day get it right and provide all the benefits that others fought and died for - to all those who live in this country.  But there is a part of me that remains sad as I look around my corner - my circle of influence - and wonder when will we put our differences aside and work together for the common good - the Beloved Community.
When you read articles and speeches and books written by MLK Jr. you cannot help but be amazed at how timely his messages of the 1950’s and 1960’s are for us today.  When he was asked about the theologians and philosophers who had informed and helped him to form a nonviolent response to the lack of justice for black people in America King cited many of the great thinkers of the 20th century - but he always included a Biblical text or a statement about faith as being central to that which kept him going.
“until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness 
like a mighty stream” is a paraphrase of 
Amos 5.24 But let judgment run down as waters, 
and righteousness as a mighty stream. 

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.  Is a direct quote of 

Is. 40.4-5 Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain 
and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

A movement to change a political and legal system was based on faith. 
This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back 
to the South with. With this faith we will be able 
to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of 
hope. With this faith we will be able to transform 
the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful 
symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will 
be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.

King could not do what he did without faith.

Heb. 11.1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen. (KJV)
As I watched the video clips from the aftermath of the earthquake I was struck by the translated words of a 13 year old as she was freed after 18 hours.  She said she was not afraid, her heart did not skip a beat, she knew she would be okay even as she heard others dying around her. (Anderson Cooper 360)  Later I saw a brief clip in which people were praying and thanking and praising God in the midst of it all.

2Cor. 5.7We live by faith, not by sight. 
Heb. 11.1 Nowfaith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. (NIV)

We cannot live thru the natural disasters like a tsunami, a hurricane, an earthquake without faith.  We cannot understand the death of a loved one without faith

Heb. 11.1 Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see. (NLT)


Matt. 9.28  When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?”  “Yes, Lord,” they replied. 
Matt. 9.29  Then he touched their eyes and said, “According to your faith will it be done to you”; 

WHAT HAS FAITH GOT TO DO WITH IT?

EVERYTHING
FAITH WILL FORCE YOU TO CUT A HOLE IN THE ROOF IN ORDER 
TO BRING SOMEONE TO JESUS

FAITH WILL ENCOURAGE YOU TO PRESS THRU THE CROWDS 
TO TOUCH THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT

FAITH WILL HAVE YOU BEG, PLEAD AND ARGUE WITH JESUS 
FOR THE HEALING OF YOUR CHILD

FAITH WILL HONOR THE ONE WHO HAS COME AND 
KNOW THAT IF HE JUST SPEAKS EVERYTHING WILL BE ALL RIGHT

FAITH TEACHES YOU THAT GOD WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU JUST AS HE TAKES CARE OF THE BIRDS IN THE AIR AND THE GRASSES IN THE FIELD
