HOW WILL I HANDLE REJECTION?
Matthew 13:54-58
Good Morning My Sisters and Brothers in Christ!  I greet you this morning in the name of the Father who loved us so much that He sent His Son.  I greet you this morning in the name of the Son who loved us so much that He died to take care of our sins.  I greet you this morning in the name of the Holy Spirit - the Comforter - the One who has come that we might be reminded of who we and whose we are.  Regardless of how cold it is; how tried I might be; regardless of what is going on in the world I still want to praise the name of Jesus.  What about you?
Our Kingdom Seekers have lead us in worship and praise and thanksgiving now it is time for the Word.  The Word of God that will 
teach us, correct us, train us, so that we might be able to do God’s work.

2Tim. 3.16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
2Tim. 3.17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

HOW WILL I HANDLE REJECTION?

On 5th Sunday I labor to prepare and deliver a message that speaks to our Kingdom Seekers so if my examples do not speak to you this morning would you take notes anyway and maybe you can share them with a young person within your circle of influence.

When I was in 4th grade I went to a new school.  The only person that I knew in the new school was my cousin and she was a grade behind me.  I hated my new school - I had no friends - the new kids were not friendly - I stood by myself at recess - I ate lunch alone and I walked home alone. No one made any effort to get to know me or know anything about me.  And they ignored me when I spoke to them or asked to join their games. It was my first encounter with racism and I did not know what to do.  I was used to being teased for being tall and skinny;  I was used to being teased about the funny way I talked;  I had even gotten use to being teased for being smart because I was a year younger then the other kids.  But nothing had prepared me for being teased and rejected because I was black.
Racism is a form of rejection!

My freshman year of college I auditioned for Glee Club.  I was so excited because the song we had to prepare was my high school graduation song - Climb Every Mountain - I knew the soprano and second soprano parts already and I just knew I would get in.  But when the list was posted my name was not on it.  There were other black girls, tall girls,  girls that spoke proper English - so why didn’t I get in.  
I had been rejected and I did not know why.

Christmas of my senior year of college I got engaged to my high school sweetheart.  He was senior class President when I was a freshman and had gone into the military immediately after graduation.  I did not return to college for second semester senior year, but instead I withdrew; forfeited my scholarship and begin to plan a May wedding .  Everything was going according to my plans.  However, at the rehearsal dinner my finace informed the Pastor that he did not love me enough to marry me and he called off the wedding.  
I had been rejected because I was not loved.

I have told you these three stories because they represent the worst rejections that I have experienced in my life.  Not being loved by someone that you thought loved you.  Being passed over for reasons you do not know.  Experiencing racism at the hand of other children.  So I can not imagine what it must have felt like to Jesus the Son of God when He was rejected in his hometown.

Jesus was rejected because he was smart:
Matt. 13.54 Coming to his hometown, he began 
teaching the people in their synagogue, and they 
were amazed. “Where did this man get this wisdom 
and these miraculous powers?”they asked. 

Jesus was rejected because they though they knew Him
Matt. 13.55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 
Matt. 13.56 Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?” 

Jesus was rejected because they were afraid to love Him
Matt. 13.57 And they took offense at him. 
But Jesus said to them, “Only in his hometown 
and in his own house is a prophet without honor.”

Once you make up your mind to follow Jesus - talk about Jesus - do the things that Jesus did - you may also get a taste of rejection.

not invited to a party
not invited to join a sorority/fraternity
not included in the wedding party of your cousins

you may also be teased for
not dancing like the other kids dance
not drinking/smoking what the other kids drink and smoke
not cutting classes
not having sex

you may spend more time alone then you would like

you may have to look a little bit harder for friends

But you also must be careful that you do not become the one who is doing the rejecting
look, dress, smell, act, talk funny

What did Jesus do when rejected:
Matt. 13.58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith. 

The Three Teaching Points for the Lesson

As Disciples of Jesus the Christ someone will reject you.
John 15.18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 
John 15.19 If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. 

As Disciples of Jesus the Christ sometimes you need to leave the situation
Matt. 10.14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home or town.

As Disciples of Jesus the Christ do not become bitter and hold a grudge instead forgive
Luke 23.34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

HOW WILL I HANDLE REJECTION?

It depends on who I am trying to please - Jesus or the world.
