Matthew 11:25-30

Good Morning My Brothers and Sisters in Christ!  We have had another week that has taxed many of our church family.  On Friday we funeralized Mr. Marcellus Sullivan and on Saturday his daughter, Linda McCall was our Prayer Luncheon speaker.  I want to thank every Hospitality committee member, Kingdom Seeker, Worship Committee member, usher and volunteer that stepped up to the plate and helped in whatever way they could.  We are a church that is known for it’s hospitality and generous spirit and last week was still another testimony to that spirit.  Thank you.

On last Sunday I focused my sermon on Matthew 9:27-34.  The story of the two blind men who came to Jesus. I asked you WHAT HAS FAITH GOT TO DO WITH IT?  Does anyone remember the answer EVERYTHING.  I concluded that sermon with the reminder that we need faith to make it through these times.  

This morning I would like to build on that concept. - This journey is about faith and work with this title: COME TO JESUS.

Shall we pray!
COME TO JESUS.
Matt. 11.28 “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

As a pastor I have many opportunities to talk with people about the things that are going on in their lives.  I am amazed at how often I hear someone say I am tired, I am exhausted, I just need 10 hours of uninterrupted sleep and I would be fine.  But the lives that we lead, the jobs that we hold, the responsibilities that are placed upon us often leave us tired.  It has been my experience that when we get tired we look for things and ways to ease our load.  We look at our jobs and if we have good sense we conclude that we must continue to go to work.  We look at our homes and our families and again, conclude we must take care of them - that includes, cleaning, washing. grocery shopping, cooking, and paying bills, having quality time with husband/wife, kids and grand kids.  We look at ourselves and conclude I need some me time - so we head to the barber shop, the beauty shop, the gym, the spa or maybe even the local watering hole.  And then it is time to
begin the cycle again.  Did you notice what often gets eliminated?  We eliminate the time with the one who has said COME TO ME.
It saddens my heart when I hear a Christian, a baptized believer say I have been too busy, too tired, too lazy, too weary to come to church.  It saddens my heart when I hear a Christian, a baptized believer say I’ll be back when I get my act together, when I have time to devote to the church.  It saddens my heart when I hear a Christian, a baptized believer say I have been going through some stuff and I just can’t make it to the church. Still Jesus says:
Matt. 11.28 “Come to me, all you who are weary 
and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

Sometimes when I am talking with folk they tell me that it seems like God is just not answering their prayers.  They ask me to pray for them, believing that God will answer their prayers through me.  But I wonder if those folks understand just what prayer is and how prayer works.
On yesterday, Ms. Celia gave us some wonderful examples of what prayer is and how prayer works.  I have another example to add to the list.  Prayer is your wishes and your desires spoken to the One who has the power to answer.
Mark 11.22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. 
Mark 11.23 “I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he says will happen, it will be done for him. 
Mark 11.24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours. 
Mark 11.25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 
This passage is Mark tells us that there are at least four conditions that must be met in order for our prayers to be answered:
1)We must believe -
Mark 11.22 “Have faith in God,” Jesus answered.
2)We must not be holding a grudge against anyone
Mark 11.25 And when you stand praying, if you hold anything against anyone, forgive him,
3)We must not pray for selfish things 
Gal. 5.17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 
Gal. 5.18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 
Gal. 5.19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
Gal. 5.20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissension's, factions
Gal. 5.21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
4)We must pray for the good of God’s kingdom
Matt. 6.10 your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
There is a close connection between the kind of faith Jesus speaks of and prayer. Prayer is the source of the power of such faith. A strong faith is a praying faith dependent on God’s power and will. 

We cannot have this level of power without faith and prayer is the source of the power and the One with the power still says:COME TO ME.
Notice it does not say COME TO ME when you get your act together, COME TO ME when you children stop acting a fool, COME TO ME when you are well rested.  No it says:
Matt. 11.28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 

If we were to sit down and put our burdens on paper - make a list of them I suspect we could place them in one of four categories:

1) Searching for God in all the wrong places
Matt. 6.33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

2)Oppression and Persecution
Matt. 5.10 Blessed are they which are persecutedfor righteousness’sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
John 16.33“I have told you these things, so that in me you may havepeace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

3) Laws and Rules that have nothing to do with God
Matt. 22.36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 
Matt. 22.37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
Matt. 22.38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 
Matt. 22.39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
Matt. 22.40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 
4)Sin
Gal. 5.19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 
Gal. 5.20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissension's, factions
Gal. 5.21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like.

Jesus invites us to COME TO HIM  and bring our burdens and He will give us rest.

His rest includes healing - for there is more power in the hem of His garment then in all the doctors in the land

His rest includes love - for He loved us so much that He did not come down from the cross to save Himself - He decided to die to save me.

His rest includes peace with God
John 14.27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
His rest includes eternity with God
John 14.2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
John 14.3 And if I go andprepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.
