November 28, 2010

Psalms 139


Good Morning My Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  I greet you this morning in the name of Jesus.  I don’t know why you are here, but I hope you have come to worship the Lord for His unsurpassed greatness.  I hope you are here to praise the Lord for what has done for you.  I hope you are here to give thanks to the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - the God that saw fit to include you in the covenant.


For the past few weeks we have been studying the Psalms - the song book of the Children of Israel.  This morning we continue with that study as we consider the 139th Psalm - a Psalm of David.  This is a very difficult psalm for us to classify for it has the qualities of a hymn, the qualities of a personal prayer and a confession of faith.  Would you pray with me and for me as I labor to bring together the thoughts that God has allowed to roll around in my mind?  Let us work with this theme:

HE KNOWS ME AND WANTS ME TO KNOW HIM
SHALL WE PRAY!  God of heaven and earth we your children come on this first Sunday of Advent desiring to hear a Word from you.  A Word that will move our focus from Christmas shopping to Christmas living.  It is our desire to be more like your Son.  We realize that we can only do that with your help.  So please send the Holy Spirit to be with us.  Allow us to hear and understand and do.  This is our prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen and Amen.

HE KNOWS ME AND WANTS ME KNOW HIM

In 1971 Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes recorded what was to become their first hit.  It was a song written for Patti LaBelle and her trio; but they choose not to record it.  The song was later reworked and offered to The Dells but they could not see its potential and so Harold Melvin and the Blue Notes with Teddy Pendergrass as soloist recorded it.  It went to the top of the R&B charts and was number 3 on the Pop Charts.  Had Patti or The Dells been able to know the outcome they might have jumped at the chance.  But an opportunity was missed because they did not know, could not see the possibilities of 

If You Don’t Know Me By Now.  


Last weekend I attended the 60th birthday party for a dear friend.  A woman I have known for over thirty years.  We have traveled together, served on educational boards together, spent time in each others homes and shared some of the hard times of life - sudden death of her husband; both our mothers’ journey with Alzheimer's’ and health issues that have changed our life and life style.  At the party we played a trivia game - 40 or so questions based on her life.  I was seated with some of her newer friends and they looked to me for the answers and I realized that I knew very little about my friend - I could only answer about 10 of the questions and it made me think about how little we really know someone.


Yesterday I attended the memorial service for David Hunter Bradley.  David and his wife were members of FBC-Chicago when Jesse was called their as pastor over thirty years ago.  They were a devoted couple without biological children and the children of FBC-Chicago became their children.  They baby sat for Jasmyne; bought prom dresses for others; and showed many of the young couples in the church how to be a married couple, who loved the Lord.  Yet when I read David’s obituary I realized that I did not know him.  I did not know how many choirs he had performed with over the years.  I did not know that he was a founding member of several Chicago sacred choirs.  I did not know that singing was the way he chose to praise God.


We live our lives, we make friends, we sing songs and all of that becomes the fabric of our lives and yet their is still so much we do not know about others and even about ourselves.


That is where we find King David this morning - considering his life and realizing that as much as is known - there is still more unknown.  But David has something to teach us this morning.  David declares in his conversation with God.


Psa. 139.1 O LORD, you have searched me and you know me. 


Psa. 139.13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me 


together in my mother’s womb. 

The saints of the old church would declare “can’t nobody do me like Jesus” and in that declaration they affirmed that nobody knew them and could care for them like Jesus.

David goes on to say:


Psa. 139.2 You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive 


my thoughts from afar. 


Psa. 139.3 You discern my going out and my lying down; you 


are familiar with all my ways. 


Psa. 139.4 Before a word is on my tongue you know it completely, 


O LORD. 

David is confessing what he knows and believes about God.  God not only made David, God not only knows David, but God is still involved in David’s life - for God knows his thoughts - his coming and his going - and the words he plans to speak before they come out of his mouth.


The concept of knowing our words and our thoughts is one that we have worked on during October and November.  As a church - first the Kingdom Seekers and later the adults - we have attempted to be more aware of what we think - so we might control what we say.  


God has more information about how things will turn out then we can imagine.  God has more information about our friends then we can gain in a thirty year friendship.  God has more information about us then we tell our best friend, our doctor or our shrink.


But King David is not content with knowing that God knows his thoughts - no David wants God to work with him and make him better


Psa. 139.23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me 


and know my anxious thoughts. 


Psa. 139.24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead 


me in the way everlasting. 


IF YOU DON’T KNOW ME BY KNOW is a love song - it is a declaration from one partner to another that you ought to trust me, believe in me...

As long as we've been together

It should be so easy to do

Psa. 90.2 Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God. Jer. 29.11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 


That is what God sings to us this morning.  God knows us but He invites us to know him.  Can you hear God as he speaks to you inviting you to trust and understand him:

All the things

That we've been through

(death, sickness, depression)

You should understand me

Like I understand you

Psa. 121.7 The LORD will keep you from all harm —

he will watch over your life; 

Psa. 121.8 the LORD will watch over your coming 

and going both now and forevermore. 

God sings to us:

Don't get so excited

When I come home

A little late at night

Is. 55.8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD. 

Can you hear God as he offers you comfort 

Now I know the difference

Between right and wrong

I ain't gonna do nothing

To break up our happy home



Rom. 8.38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, 


neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 



future, nor any powers, 



Rom. 8.39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 



all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 



God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

GOD KNOWS You AND WANTS You TO KNOW HIM
