When You Found Him, What Did You Do?

Mark 5:1-13,18-20


Good Morning My Brothers and Sisters in Christ.  I don’t know about you but I am glad to be in the house of the Lord.  Being in the Lord’s house means that I am still in my right mind - a sinner looking for salvation.  Being in the Lord’s house means that I understand that I cannot make this journey by myself.  Being in the Lord’s house means that I have pushed everything else to the back burner and I have come to Praise the One who saves.  If you know what I am talking about - then I invite you to praise Him.  For God and God alone is worthy of all praise.


We continue this morning with our exploration of what it means to be a Covenant people.  Our lesson is from the gospel as recorded by Mark and is the story of a man who came to meet Jesus.  A man who lived in the graveyard because he had demons that had taken over his life.  My Bible says:

Mark 5.2 When Jesus got out of the boat, 

a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 


Now I could stop right hear and preach a powerful message.  A message that invites you to think about the demons that have bound you and still might be binding you.  Demons that cause your mouth to lie, demons that cause your heart to devise wicked schemes, demons that cause your feet to rush into evil, demons that allow you to stir up stuff in the church.  Demons that allow your ears to hear all the evil and plug those same ears to all the good.  I could preach a powerful message about the demons that keep you from loving one another.  But that is not the message for this day. (Proverbs 6:16-19)


Instead would you again read with me verses 18 -20 of the 5th chapter of Mark.

Mark 5.18 As Jesus was getting into the boat, 

the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. 

Mark 5.19 Jesus did not let him, but said, 

“Go home to your family and 

tell them how much the Lord has done for you, 

and how he has had mercy on you.” 

Mark 5.20 So the man went away and 

began to tell in the Decapolis 

how much Jesus had done for him. 

And all the people were amazed. 


What is the lesson that we are to learn from the life of a demon-possessed man?  What is contained within these three verses that can help us this week?   


Would you pray with me and for me as I work with this theme:

When You Found Him, What Did You Do?


There is a story told of an exchange student who was preparing to return home and so he went to the pastor of the church where he had been worshipping for the past year and asked if he could take a picture of the church.  The pastor said yes and throughout the service the student waited for the pastor to tell him when it was time to take the picture.


The praise team opened the service but the Pastor did not give him a sign that he could take a picture; the worship team lead the congregation in prayer and still no invitation to take a picture; the ushers collected the tithes and offering and a member of the congregation prayed that God would bless the offering.  The guests were welcome; the children were sent to children’s church and the sermon was preached - still no signal to come and take the picture.  Finally, after the benediction had been given, the candles extinguished and the people dismissed the pastor said “Now, you may take your picture of the church.”  But the student was confused and sadden as he responded “How can I take a picture of the church - when you have sent the church home?

When You Found Him, What Did You Do?


Last Saturday when I was attending a seminar sponsored by ABC/MC one of the attendees asked what was the purpose of ABC/MC.  I thought it a strange question since she was a member of a church that was a member of ABC/MC.  But I labored to answer her questions, as did others around the table.  Once again I heard myself talking about the covenant which we had made with each other based on our common goals and values.

When You Found Him, What Did You Do?


Each of us who have reached a certain age have been on a search for something - maybe you called it looking for yourself.  Maybe it was a journey for inner peace.  Maybe you have been waiting for your burning bush or your Master Card moment.  But it is probably safe to say you have been looking for something that makes sense of the situation in which you find/found yourself.  If you are here in this place this morning there is some indication that you know you need Someone to help you find what it is that you are searching for.

When You Found Him, What Did You Do?


Have you ever been with a new Christian?   Every opportunity they have they are talking to you about the Lord.  Telling you about  how the Lord saved them - telling you about the demons which have been removed from their lives - telling you about the joy which they now have.

When You Found Him, What Did You Do?
I hope you did what the demon possessed man did

1.
Recognized the Power of Jesus

the man who had been demon-possessed  - JESUS HEALS

begged to go with him. - JESUS LISTENS

2.
Recognized the Authority of Jesus
“Go home to your family  - JESUS WANTS US TO WORK WHERE WE ARE

tell them how much the Lord has done for you, - JESUS GIVES US THE MESSAGE

3.
Recognized the Need to obey Jesus

So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis - JESUS CAN USE ANYONE TO ADVANCE THE KINGDOM


How do we become a covenant keeping a covenant living people?

1.
WE MUST FIND JESUS

2.
WE MUST UNDERSTAND WHAT MAKES THE CHURCH

3.
WE MUST KNOW WHAT KIND OF CHURCH WE HAVE COVENANT TO BE

4.
WE MUST OBEY THE JESUS THAT SET US FREE FROM OUR DEMONS

