CORNERSTONE CHURCH

Inviting and Equipping People to Become Fully Alive in Christ   
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Premarital Counseling at Cornerstone Church
[image: image2.png]



Every couple embarking on this great adventure called marriage needs a strategy for success, a strategy which is based on biblical convictions and that relies on the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This is why as a community of God’s people, we provide premarital (or post-marital) biblical counseling which is led by qualified and experienced ministry leaders. 

However, as it relates to officiating wedding ceremonies, due to the time demands of shepherding the Cornerstone church family, Pastor Joe only performs wedding ceremonies for couples who are active members of Cornerstone Church. 

Our Convictions about Marriage 
According to societal statistics, one out of every two marriages ends in divorce. However, research indicates when the couple is married in a Christian ceremony, attend church regularly, pray and read the Bible together, the odds for divorce drop to 1 out of 1,105.   
You don’t need to look at the statistics to understand, a successful, joy-filled marriage requires much more than wishful thinking. Even the casual observer has seen marriages that thrive and persevere consist of a man and woman who are willing to work together in following God’s plan for them as a husband and wife. 

However, although many couples want to God to bless their marriage, they approach marriage by doing thing “their way.”  But here’s a very powerful truth: you don’t get God’s blessings in your marriage and family without following God’s ways. You don’t enjoy God’s provision, protection, and peace without abiding by God’s principles and blueprint for a successful marriage and family.  
Therefore, in order to prepare and equip you for a fulfilling, lasting, and God glorifying marriage, the goal of premarital training is to look to God’s design and plan for marriage. 
Premarital Counseling Agreement
Since we realize we don’t get God’s results without operating according to God’s plan, the following are four pre-marital counseling commitments you’ll be asked to make.   

1)  We both have committed (or would like to commit) to an authentic and active personal relationship with Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.

2) We both will commit to completing the homework assignments and successfully completing all the premarital counseling sessions.

3) We both commit to sexual purity during our engagement period (meaning that until our wedding night we will remain sexually inactive and live separately).

4) We both are (or plan to become) members of the Cornerstone Church family and commit to regularly attending worship services. 
(Since most Sunday messages basically serve the same purpose as pre-marital counseling lessons, which is to equip you for fullness of life in Christ.)

These four commitments will serve a foundation for our premarital counseling approach, and you will be discussing them at your initial orientation meeting. 

What You Can Expect

1)  Topics Discussed

The goal of the premarital counseling sessions are designed to equip you  

Spiritually and practically to help you prepare for a fulfilling, lasting, and 

God-glorifying marriage. 
With that goal in mind, the counseling sessions will include:
A. Assessments regarding your “readiness” for marriage. 
By examining such things as…

~ Spiritual compatibility 

~ Personality  

~ Core values

~ Life goals

B. Foster communication between the two of you on key marital topics.

C. Study the biblical principles pertaining to God’s design for marriage. 
~ The purpose for marriage, 

~ The biblical roles & responsibilities of husbands & wives 

D. Equip you to be ready to deal with the most common marital challenges. 
~ Finances

~ Sexual intimacy 
~ Communication problems 
~ healthy In-law relationships 
E. Plan a God-honoring wedding ceremony.

2) Time   

· To ensure that you are adequately prepared for the challenges you’ll face as you begin your married life, we strongly advice that your engagement period lasts a minimum of six months. 

· Counseling should ideally begin no later than five months prior to the wedding date and be completed one month prior to the wedding ceremony. 

· Customarily there will be six sessions prior to the wedding date and one optional follow-up session approximately nine months after the wedding. 
· The sessions will last 75 minutes and will normally be scheduled two weeks apart. 
3) Assignments

· Reading and other homework will be assigned. Each session will begin with a review of the homework assigned. Among other things, the assignments are designed to assist you in assessing the current state of your relationship, your expectations and values, and the potential areas for conflict. 
· Assignments need to be complete in order for the session to take place. 

4) Cost

· You’ll be purchasing a pair of workbooks which together cost approximately $25.
· Take the Prepare/Enrich couple’s assessment (cost is $30 per couple).

· There will be a $150 honorarium if lay counselor(s) are involved in premarital counseling.
· If you are hoping to use Cornerstone’s sanctuary, you’ll find the Building Use Request Application at the end of this document. 
When plans are confirmed, complete and send building use application to church office.  Include a check for the appropriate designated deposit in order to reserve the date .
Next Steps

· Set up an appointment for an initial meeting with Pastor Joe by calling the church office (262-377-9300).
· Complete the Get-to-Know-You Questionnaire and return to the church office prior to first meeting.

· At that first meeting you’ll discuss the Premarital Counseling Agreement and the schedule for counseling sessions.

Get-to-Know-You Questionnaire 

To be completed and returned before the first counseling session

Future Groom 
  




Future Bride




Name
: ____________________________       
______________________________

Address: __________________________       
______________________________

Cell: ______________________________       
______________________________

Email: _____________________________       
______________________________

How did you meet:  _____________________________________________________ How long have you known each other:  _____________________________________   

Desired wedding location:  _________________________________________

Date you would like to have the wedding take place: _________________

(You should not make plans regarding ceremony dates until you have received
 confirmation in writing from the officiating pastor or ministry leader whom you hope 
 will perform the ceremony.)
Background

1) If you have a religious background, please share briefly about your background:

Future Groom ______________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Future Bride ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

2) What’s your understanding of what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ? 
Future Groom 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

Future Bride
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

3) Have there been any previous engagements or marriages? If yes, please detail what transpired:
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

4) Please describe your hopes, desires, and expectations for your marriage?

Future Groom








____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

Future Bride 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

5) Why do you want a “Christian” wedding ceremony? 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

6) What issues do you hope are covered over the course of the counseling sessions?

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

CORNERSTONE CHURCH

BUILDING USE POLICY & APPLICATION

1187 Falls Rd; Grafton, WI 53024; 262-377-9300

Church Building Use

Any individual or group who would like to use the building for a non-church event, must complete a “Building Use Request Application.” All use must first be cleared with the church office. The Council of Elders always reserve the right to approve or disapprove for any reason the use of the building and property. 

No matter the function being held, the building must be left just as it was found and any church supplies that were used must be replaced.


Sanctuary Use Policy for Weddings.

1) Due to the demands on the building and the ministries of the church, the sanctuary will only be available for Weddings for Cornerstone members ( including member’s children) and regular attendees. (Attendees are those who have consistently attended a minimum of 9 months.)

2) For member Weddings, a deposit of $400 is to be submitted with the Building Use Application form.*  This fee includes honorariums for two Audio Visual Technicians, a Wedding Coordinator, and Custodial Help. Additional staffing requests may result in additional fees.

3) For non member weddings, a deposit of $1,200 is to be submitted with the Building Use Application form.* This fee includes honorariums for one Audio Visual Technician, Wedding Coordinator, Custodial Help and a facility use fee. Additional staffing requests may result in additional fees.

4) There may be a desire to have the church facility scheduled as a back-up location for a wedding, for example the couple’s preference may be for an outdoor wedding. In this case, the deposits outlined above apply. It is recognized that the final location decision may be made on the day of the event. Since the planning for the wedding will be the same whether the wedding is held at Cornerstone or at another location, a portion of the deposit, $200 is nonrefundable. 

5) The Wedding Coordinator will be able to provide you with guidance on typical honorariums for services provided such as pastors, musicians, etc.

6)  The facilities and property of Cornerstone Church shall only be used to host weddings between one man and one woman.

7)  A wedding officiated on Cornerstone’s property by someone other than a Cornerstone pastor must first have approval in writing by Cornerstone Church’s lead/senior pastor.

Sanctuary Seating Capacity:   Maximum of 375

*To schedule the use of the building, a Building Use Application form must be submitted 

   along with a deposit check that covers Building Use fee.


As a courtesy to the church please follow the following guidelines:

Church Equipment Use

Church equipment (i.e. tables, chairs, etc) is available to church members only on a limited basis and for ministry use only. All use must be cleared with the church office first. No equipment should be removed without permission.

ALCOHOL & TOBACCO USE

Please refrain from the use of all alcohol and tobacco products on CORNERSTONE premises. This includes inside the building and on the building grounds.

KITCHEN USE


All dishes must be washed, dried and returned to their proper place. Please do not leave any dishes in the dish rack or on the counters.


Take home all unused food, napkins, utensils, etc. that your group may have brought. Any leftover food will be considered "fair game," and any other items will be placed in the Lost & Found cabinet.


Please leave the room clean and in order.

ROOM USE 


Chairs and tables must be returned to where they were found. It is very important that these be returned to their correct room for use during our Sunday morning services, as we have no custodian to handle this duty.


Do not remove any other equipment or supplies from the rooms.


When using the nursery, please return all toys and supplies back to the storage bins and empty the diaper pail (wrap up the bag and place it in the large garbage can located in the kitchen).

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We appreciate the careful handling of our facilities, however, if damage does occur, 

please notify the church office at 377-9300. 


 Building Use Request Application 

Today’s Date: _______________________   

Building Use Purpose: _______________________________

Person Responsible: _______________________   Phone: _____________________________

Address: _______________________   Email: _____________________________

Date(s) of Event:  ________________________   

Time(s) of Event: _______________________

Set up date and time for Event:  ____________________    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I, the undersigned agree to use the rooms requested above for the purpose stated. I agree to follow all guidelines and agree to return all rooms to the condition in which they were found. I understand that         I am liable for any damage and must replace any supplies used.

Signature: __________________________________


Check for fees and/or donation included of $ ___________________

· Please return to: Cornerstone Church Office

 1187 Falls  Rd.

Grafton, WI 53024

· A confirmation will be emailed to you.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

For Office Use Only

 □ Approved and Scheduled


□ Not approved, reason _____________________

□ Other _______________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Authorized Signature: ___________________________________  Date: _________________
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