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“He Is Risen!”

On Sunday, April 21 we will proclaim with Christians around the world, “Jesus
Christ has Risen!” Easter Sunday represents the crux of our faith whereby Jesus Christ
conquered the grave and overcame the powers of death, sin, and sadness. It has been said
that Easter is the New Year’s Day of the soul as our lives are eternally changed by the
events on that first Easter morning.

The Bible is full of story after story of people who are transformed by the risen Christ. The lives of
Peter, John, James, Mary, and Paul were dramatically changed by that single event. That event is still
changing lives today through the Risen Christ who lives within us through the power and presence of the Ho-
ly Spirit. Because of Easter we have hope and assurance that our Risen Lord is still with us today.

I invite you to join us on Easter morning as we gather together to make the great proclamation that
the power of God is alive and well. We will be offering two worship opportunities on Easter Sunday at 8:30
AM and 10:30 AM. On that Sunday I will culminate my current sermon series, “Looking Up” as we consider
the account of the women coming to the tomb wondering how they will be able to move the stone from the
mouth of the grave. The Bible tells us that as the women looked up they realized that the stone had already
been rolled out of the way. (Mark 16: 1-8). Sometimes we have insurmountable objects that stand in our way
and we wonder how will we be able to get through them. This story reminds us to look up and to trust in God
and he will make a way where there seems to be no way.

Leading up to Easter Sunday I would invite you to join us for our Holy Week Challenge by attending
all of the Holy Week services offered at our church. We will gather on Thursday, April 18 at 7:00 PM for a
Maundy (sorrowful) Thursday service in our sanctuary that will help us remember the pain and sorrow Jesus
experienced before his crucifixion. On Friday, April 19 we will gather at our church
with our neighbors from Peace Lutheran and St. Stephen’s Episcopal churches for | \nsipe THIS
our annual ecumenical Good Friday Service at 7:00 PM. ISSUE:

I look forward to worshipping with you during this special season as we Session/Finance/
reaffirm our trust in a God who is alive, who has conquered death, and who invites | church mice
us to experience the joy of the resurrected life. Happy Easter to you and your
families and remember to continue to Look Up!
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Coming Attractions:

Annual Youth Basket Auction: This Sunday, April 7 following worship
Palm Sunday service will be celebrated on Sunday, April 14 at 10:30 AM Personal Notes/
Maundy Thursday service will be held at our church on Thursday, April 18 at 7:00 PM Calendar

Good Friday ecumenical worship will be held at our church on Friday, March 19 at 7 PM

Early Easter worship will be held at our church on Easter Sunday, April 21 at 8:30 AM Church Leadership

Easter brunch will be on Easter Sunday, April 21 beginning at 9:15 AM Team/ 7
Easter worship celebration will be held on Easter Sunday, April 21 at 10:30 AM Announcements

Y outh/College Ministry Sunday will be held on Sunday, April 28 at 10:30 AM Memory

Church Clean-Up Day— Saturday, May 18 from 9-11:30 AM Joggers 8




Church Info
Office Hours: Mon—Thurs
8:30 AM— 4:00 PM
406-252-3434
mainoffice@fpcbillings.org
www.fpcbillings.org
Sunday School @ 9:15 AM
Worship @ 10:30 AM

STAFF

Pastor: Dave Thompson
Office Manager: Jeanne
Thompson-Raney
Accompanist: Sandi Rabas
Choir Director: Janie Sutton
Custodian: Kent Fellingham

SESSION MEMBERS
Clerk of Session: Marlene
Spencer

Class of 2020
David Bauer
Carla Bracken
Ken Eichenberger
Sharon Lincoln

Class of 2021

Janet Brown

Jim Hummel

Bud Leuthold

Sandi Schoenberger

Class of 2019
Dick Bailey
Kristy Catlin
Heather McLean
Bruce Phillips

Food Bank
Sunday

Our church was one of the first
churches in Billings to desig-
nate a monthly Food Bank Sun-
day. We invite you to bring
some non-perishable food items
with you on the first Sunday of
each month as we help local
people in need. Our next Food
Bank Sunday will be held this
Sunday, April 7. Thanks to all
who brought food last month!

Page 2

Page 7

Session Notes:

The regular meeting of the session was on March 12. During the meeting the fol-
lowing motions approved were: To allow Rev. Karl Heimbuck to preach and serve
communion during worship at our church as part of a neutral pulpit with First Presby-
terian Church in Sheridan, Wyoming on Sunday April 7, 2019.

The session appointed Sandi Schoenberger as elder commissioner to the Yellow-
stone Presbytery in our church on March 29-30.

The session voted to allow Pastor Dave to baptize Brantley Boone Arneson, infant
son of Kate and Colton Arneson during worship on Sunday, March 24 and voted to
allow Pastor Dave to officiate at the wedding of Tom Manweiler and McKenzie
Michael in our church on April 20, 2019 and the wedding of Braydon Johnson and
Alicia Stoner at Chico Hot Springs on Monday, May 6, 2019.

Complete session minutes are posted each month on the bulletin board outside of
Pastor Dave’s office after they have been approved by the session. Special thanks to
Marlene Spencer who serves as our Clerk of Session and takes our meeting minutes.

Holy Week Happenings 050 ST wo
Come and take the Holy Week Challenge during this week leading up to Easter. ‘ A 7
We invite you to attend all of the services of this week that will take you through the /, 7 |
last week of Jesus’ life. From the celebration on Palm Sunday as Jesus triumphantly HO]Y Week
enters Jerusalem, to his sharing the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, to his death on

the cross on Good Friday, to the resurrection on Easter Sunday, come and journey with Jesus. Here is the
schedule for Holy Week.

Palm Sunday service will be celebrated on Sunday, April 14 at 10:30 AM with a palm processional
Maundy Thursday service will be held at our church on Thursday, April 18 at 7:00 PM

Good Friday ecumenical worship will be held at our church on Friday, March 19 at 7:00 PM

Early Easter worship will be held at our church on Easter Sunday, April 21 at 8:30 AM

Easter brunch will be held on Easter Sunday, April 21 beginning at 9:15 AM

Easter worship celebration will be held on Easter Sunday, April 21 at 10:30 AM

Financial snapshot MARCH 2019
2019 Income Expense Net WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

March $42,556 $31,712 $10,844

YTD $ 149,262 $110,212 $ 39,050 3rd 139
10th 188
Sermons available on-line 17th 195

Did you know that you can listen to sermons on-line at our
website at www.fpcbillings.org? Just click the “Listen to Ser-
mons” tab on the upper right front of our church’s homepage.
Stay connected even when you are away. Sermon for the past March Average | 182
twelve weeks are archived on our church’s website. Attendance

24th 205

31st 183

Church Mice:

Lent is a special, spiritual time on the Christian calen-
dar; we look for ways in which Christ is working in our
lives. Here at First Presbyterian it is evidenced in the
health and vibrancy of our congregation. We see it in the
willingness of many hands doing God’s work, the energy of our commit-
tees, and especially through the participation of new members in the life
of the church. We are thankful for the blessings of God through the ef-
forts of our church community.

. Stephen Ministry Update

 God's Love in Eleven of our newest Stephen Ministry trainees just completed their training and their

| ACTI [/N - commissioning was held on March 3. Each are in the process of being assigned a care re-
— — ceiver with whom they provide one-on-one skills of listening, encouragement, and spiritu-
al help. Our new Stephen Ministers are Lynne Bailey, Jane Brewington, Linda Broderson, Juli Dufresne, Dan
Ehlang, Karla Hoffman, Michelle Cormier-Lee, Bill & Colleen Lorentz, Sandi Schoenberger, and Rhonda
Stennerson. Special thanks to Doris Backus, Shirley Shirley, JoAnn Jones, and Pastor Dave for providing the
training for this class.

Stephen Ministry supervision is scheduled for the fourth Tuesday of each month at 6 PM and includes time
for continuing education and support. Our next supervision meeting will be Tuesday, April 23 at 6 PM.

Flower Sponsorship Opportunities

Our flower sign-up sheet is located on the back table in the narthex. We invite you
to sign up for a Sunday to sponsor the flowers either in honor or memory of someone
or a special event such as an anniversary, birthday, etc. We now provide one bouquet
of flowers each Sunday for a suggested donation is $25.

Special thanks to those who donated flowers in March. They were Bud & Joanne
Leuthold in Memory of Augie Jensen, Ruth Drummond and family in celebration of
Tom’s 90th birthday, Bob & Linda Fedric in honor of Olivia and Dusty birthday’s,
and our Presbyterian Women’s group. Following worship each Sunday, the flowers
are distributed to church members and friends in the hospital, nursing homes, or those
who are unable to attend church.

Our Church’s Leadership Team
Session: Moderator- Pastor Dave Thompson
Clerk of Session: Marlene Spencer

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class 0f 2022
David Bauer (2) Janet Brown Dick Bailey
Carla Bracken Jim Hummel Christy Katlin
Ken Eichenberger (2) Bud Leuthold Heather McLean (2)
Sharon Lincoln (2) Sandi Schoenberger (2) Bruce Phillips

Deacons:

Class 0f 2020 Class of 2021 Class 0f 2022
Kathy Ramage (2) Jo Ausk Peggy Cluff (2)
Lorrie Rimpe Sharon Brady Pam Harr
Paige Spalding (2) Charlie Pinnick (2) Len & Bonnie Richards
Marjorie Stewart (2) Jean Schneider Janice Ward (2)

(2) denotes a second consecutive term that is currently being served

Support groups continue to meet monthly

Two support groups meet at our church on a monthly basis. They are: p 0

1. Our church’s Grief Support Group meets the first Wednesday and the & & S, 2® )
third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 AM in the Conference Room and provides ‘T ; F
help, hope, and healing to those dealing with grief and loss.

2. Our RLI Group deals with “Real Life Issues” and meets the second Wednesday of every month at
10:00 AM in the Conference Room. This group meets to discuss issues pertaining to end of life, death and
dying, and spiritual questions.

Both groups are open to anyone in the church and community and maintain a high level of confidenti-
ality. Both of these groups meet in our new conference room. For questions about any of these support
groups, please talk with Dr. Don Harr or Pastor Dave. Dr. Harr is a retired psychiatrist with a lot of years of
experience in helping people cope and grow through their loss.
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On a Personal Note: o, .
Jean Embley has been hospitalized recently at St. V’s with several health issues. > >
We extend our condolences to the family of Agnes Havig who passed away in Arizona last B -
. . <®, 2
month. Agnes was a long time member of our church and funeral arrangements are pending. r)
We extend our sympathies to the family of Ed Dakolios who died several months ago in AT Thely of Yo

Missoula. A memorial service for Ed will be held in our church on Friday, May 10 at 1:00 PM.
We share our condolences with Greta and Scott Murray. Greta’s father passed away in Midland, Texas, on March 22.
Tom Drummond’s health continues to decline as he is now living at Bella Terra Care Center.
Linda Haden is doing well following outpatient hand surgery on March 19.
Boaz Bronson, infant grandson of Judy Culff, is awaiting a liver transplant in Minneapolis.
Congratulation to Brantley Arneson, infant son of Colton and Kate Arneson, who was baptized on March 24.
Mary Grabow is happy to share that she had a clear MRI about a month ago.
Willard Johnson continues to receive rehab at St. John’s Transitional Care Unit after being hospitalized last month.
Easter lilies can be designated in memory of in honor of loved ones by completing a form in the church office. Easter
lilies will be available after worship on Easter Sunday for those who would like to take one with you.
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Presbyterian Women
The PW organization in our church has five different groups which meet monthly for study,
A Ly fellowship. Groups meet in the mornings, afternoons, and evenings. Consider joining one of our
groups to grow in your faith in God and one another. For more information about the PW organi-
zation in our church, please talk with either Sandi Schoenberger or Marlene Spencer.

Please note in April that the PW schedule will be altered due to Easter. The PW Board will
meet on the first Wednesday (April 3) at 9:30 AM in the Fireside Room. The circle groups will meet the sec-
ond Wednesday (April 10) throughout the day and we will host the annual Praise Luncheon on Wednesday,
April 17 at 12noon in the Fellowship Hall. For more information about the Praise Luncheon you can talk to
Sandi Schoenberger.

We currently have two groups meeting in the morning, two groups meeting in the afternoon, and a group
that meets in the evening. Talk to Marlene Spencer about meeting times and locations.

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

Free bus service continues on Sunday mornings
Our church offers free bus transportation on Sunday mornings to and from worship with pick
ups at St. John’s/Mission Ridge (9:40 AM) and West Park Village (10:00 AM). To get on the bus
schedule please contact David Sanderson (591-4250) who serves as our bus driver. We are happy

@A

@'—WM (e}
8US MINISTRY

to provide this bus service weekly to anyone in the church or community.

e 1 29:30 Women's |3 9 BSF Leaders |4 5 6
&"1(‘1!'13‘?7“’%* 9-1 Preschool Bible Study 9-1 Preschool 9-11 Bible Study 10 Gluten
=z 3 6 Billings Child 12 Lenten Lunch | 10 Grief Support | Fellowship 9-1 Preschool Intolerance
? AP’“L ;?f: Care Meeting in & Learn in Fireside | 7 Choir Rehearsal |1 Mission Commit- | Church Office Group

W H the Fellowship Hall | 12 Property Com- | 6 Youth Group tee meeting Closed meets

%'-“3’ 2o mittee in Conf Rm | 7 Choir Rehearsal | 7 Christian Ed mtg downstairs
7 Food Bank Sun. |8 9 9:30 Women’s | 109 BSF Leaders |11 12 13
9:15 Sun School 9-1 Preschool Bible Study 9-1 Preschool 9 Bible Study Fel- | 9-1 Preschool 9 Calligra-
10:30 Worship 10 Worship Com- | 10 Area pastors 10 Real Life Group | lowship Church Office phy group
Communion mittee Mtg. 12 Lenten Lunch | 7 Choir Rehearsal | 12 Congregational | closed meets in
Youth auction 12 Men’s Bible & Learn in Fireside | 6 Youth Group Care Team meets the Fireside
11 West Park Study Group 12 Finance Mtg 7 Choir Rehearsal | in the Fireside Room
6 reFUEL group 7 Session Meeting Room
14 Palm Sunday 15 16 17 9-1 Preschool | 18 Maundy 19 Good Friday 20
9:15 Sun School 9-1 Preschool 9:30 Women’s 9:30 PW Board Thursday No Preschool 1 Wedding
10:30 Worship 12 West Park Min- | Bible Study 10 RLI Group 5 Wedding Re- of MacKen-
11:00 West Park | istry Team meeting | 10 Grief Support 12 Praise Lunch- | No Bible Study hearsal zie Michael
Worship in the Fireside Group meets in eon Fellowship 7 Good Friday and Tom
6 reFUEL group Room the Conference 12noon BLT 7 Worship Service | Worship Service | Manweiler

Room 6 Youth Group with communion At our church
7 Choir Rehearsal

21 Easter Sunday |22 23 24 9 BSF Leaders | 25 26 27
8:30 Worship No Preschool 9:30 Women’s 9-1 Preschool 9-11 Bible Study | 9-1 Preschool
9 am Brunch Church Office Bible Study PW Circles Fellowship Church Office
10:30 Worship Closed 6 Stephen Ministry | 12noon BLT 11 Fellowship Closed
11 West Park Wor- | 12 Men’s Bible Supervision 6 Youth Group Committee meet-
ship Study Group (Dave gone til 5/2) | 7 Choir Rehearsal | ingin Fireside Rm
28 9:15 Sun Sch. | 29 30
10:30 Worship 9-1 Preschool 9:30 Women'’s (,,,\é i
11 West Park Wor- | 4 Deacons Meet- | Bible Study (last '3 | ﬁ\ ﬂL
ship ing in the Fireside | one until fall) o L‘/«t

6 reFUEL group

Room

Sunday school classes for all ages

JOIN US AT
Classes for Kids: S““Dny
Kindergarten through 5th grade: This class meets at 9:15 AM.
Middle School and High School: Youth meet in the downstairs youth coffee room with 8
Russ and Heidi.
Sunday school during our worship service continues each week after the children’s ser-

mon. Our student interns are leading this class for children ages kindergarten through the 5th grade.

Classes for Adults:

“The Hidden Books”: Pastor Dave is teaching a Sunday school series titled, “The Hidden Books of the Bible.”
This class is exploring some of the lesser known books in the New Testament and the lessons they provide.
This class is being held in the Fireside Room and will continue through Sunday, April 14.

Church and Society Class Schedule for April:
Our church and society class is held on Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM in the Church & Society Room. A differ-
ent guest presents every week. Here is the lineup for April:

SCHOQ =

April 7: Jim Gransbery, Retired Agricultural and Political Reporter for the Billings Gazette. He will present,
“Liturgy of the Hours—Daily Prayers, Psalms, and Readings.” Jim will give us insight into the Liturgy of the
Hours that he reads every morning. Spoken by monks and nuns each day, they are more prayers of conversa-
tion with God, rather than prayers of supplication. Jim will also discuss Thomas Merton, a monk, who wrote 70
books that included topics of meditation, contemplation, and renewed interest in praying the Psalms.

April 14: Alexander Kohn, German Foreign Exchange Student living with the Don & Peggy Cluff Family, will
share, “German History and the Relationship to the Church.” Alexander will tell about German history and
why the church had such a big influence, including the time of Hitler.

April 21: Easter Sunday. There will be no Sunday School classes, but join us for Easter breakfast served in the
fellowship fall by the youth group starting at 9:15 AM.

April 28: Bill Lorentz, will present, “First Presbyterian’s West Park Ministry.” Bill leads church services at
West Park Village and he will provide a sample of a service presented to the residents. As part of our church’s
outreach there is need for more ministers. Join us to see if this might be a ministry for you.

Donations Update

Thanks Tlease be aware that we are no longer accepting cell phones or empty ink cartridges as we no
foryour longer have resources in which to donate them. Donations of food, clothing, and household
donation! o00d are still being received with the donations going to the Food Bank, Family Service, and

Gateway House respectively.

;@;ﬁw




Youth News:

Our middle and high school youth group meets every Wednesday for dinner, games, *.
worship, and Bible learning. We always welcome friends and others to join us each '
week to a safe place where we nurture kids to grow in their faith toward God.

We appreciate those who provided our meals during the month of March. They were - ©
Kurt & Mary Grabow, Steve Gardner, Karla & Jack Mahan, and Cherrie McRae, and Dave & Vicki Thompson

The youth participate in a monthly service project and in March they went to the Montana Rescue Mission
Bargain Center on 24th Street West. The staff at MRM appreciated the work that the kids did in soring clothing
and arranging a number of items on the floor. The youth also distributed food to the homeless last month.

We rely upon a great group of volunteers to keep the youth activities going and we continue to search for a
staff person to work in this area.

We will be taking a group of youth back to Indiana this summer for the Presbyterian Youth Triennium Con-
ference in July. Held every three years at Purdue University, Triennium is a wonderful conference with about
7,000 youth from around the nation and world. If interested in joining us for this great trip, please talk with Pas-
tor Dave.

Westminster Spires camp information is available in the gallery. Camps for elementary (July 14-18), middle
school (July 21-26), and high school (July 28-August 2) youth will be offered.

Special thanks to Dan Ehlang who recently donated $325 to the youth group by holding a pool tournament
among his family and friends. What a neat and creative way to give to our church.
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Anniversaries

6 John & Carol Limbach
9 Kurt & Mary Grabow
10 Richard & Lynne Bailey
17 Scott & Greta Murray

Birthdays 18 Sharon Brady
1 Denise Hash Marlene Spencer
4 Chuck Maris Peggy Wilson
Larry George Lily Goettel
7 Judy Nusbaum 19 David Culbertson
8 Kyle Erickson Joanne Leuthold
Bobbie Koch 20 Kristi Forsch
Jean Embley 21 Sarah Repka
Joe Gerbase 23 William Brewington
10 Albert Hessler 24 Sharon Henderson
11 Joanne Leuthold 27 Kevin Nagel
12 Richard Bailey 28 Mary Carey

14 Trina White 29 Mikel Erickson M :
17 Charleene Hayes Judy Gerbase &
Dodie Cox 30 Charlie Norsworthy VNN

Better Together Preschool is full

O

/@ mﬂg/n\ f\E/ Preschool registration for new families for the 2019-2020 school year is complete
" will a full roster of 45 kids. There is a waiting list for those who would like to be in

the program. For more information, please contact either Karen Norsworthy at 690-8481 or Karen Morrow at

281-0280. The preschool offers classes at our church Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays from 9 AM—1 PM in

the lower level. We are grateful for the partnership we have with the preschool program.

Upcoming Committee Meetings in November
(All meetings are in the Fireside Room)

Men’s group

Our men’s group meets the 2nd and 4th Mon- )
days of each month at 12noon in the Fireside | | Property Committee
Room. Join other men for a time of encour- | | PW Board Meeting
agement, fellowship, prayer, and study. This | | Mission Committee
group is studying the Sermon on the Mount | | Christian Education
which Jesus gives in Matthew 5-7. For more | I Worship Committee
information about this group, please talk with | | Finance Committee
Pastor Dave. The next meeting will be held : :

on Monday, April 8 at 12noon. All men are Session Meeting
invited to join us.

Tuesday, April 2 at 12noon
Wednesday, April 3 at 9:30am
Thursday, April 4 at 1:00 PM
Thursday, April 4 at 7:00 PM
Monday, April 8 at 10:00 AM
Tuesday, April 9 at 12noon
Tuesday, April 9 at 7:.00 PM
Congregational Care Team Thursday, April 11 at 12noon
Deacons Meeting Monday, April 29 at 4:00 PM

Come and reFUEL on Sunday evenings

Do you have a desire to get to know people in the church in a more personal
way? Do you wish to study the Bible and see how God’s word applies to your life? Join
us for reFUEL (Fellowship, Understanding, and Encouragement in the Lord) on Sunday
evenings from 6-7 PM in the Fireside Room. Co-led by Bruce Hoffman and Pastor
Dave, this series will include time of sharing, study, and prayer.

A new group just began on March 24 and we would love to have you join us. If you have a desire to lead a
group like this in either your home or at the church, we will provide the curriculum for discussions. Many have
found this group helpful to deepen relationships with God and others in the church. For more questions, please
talk with Pastor Dave.

N /.

Mission News

The Mission Committee is a lively group who love the Lord and love taking care of his people. 44

We now have a grant program for members of our congregation to ask for funds up to $1,000
to serve the least of God’s children and in doing so, we serve Him. Grant applications are availa-
ble in the church office or through Pastor Dave. It is a short form asking for your name, proposed 2. 22
project, amount of money requested, the purpose of your project and a few other simple questions. Missions
Also we would like to know if the grant recipients would be willing to share their project with the
congregation. The mission committee will look over your request and let you know if we approve it.

We also have a similar application for a grant for organizations outside of our congregation who are asking for
money. We are asking them for their contact information, proposed project, amount requested (up to $5,000),
expenses, purpose of the project including how they serve the least of God’s children. This process and the
information we receive, will not only makes everyone who receives money accountable to us, but also helps us to
be accountable to you, our congregation.

For several years, we have helped both Lewis & Clark Middle School, and Peace Lutheran Church with their
food pantries. We will be giving each of them $1000.00 for food to give to needy students and families.

We will also be giving Global Village $2,000.00 for ongoing expenses.

Gateway House continues to serve victims of domestic violence. When women and children leave Gateway
House to live on their own, they are given items to set up an apartment. We have given Betty Ann Nesmith $500 to
purchase items such as blankets, flatware, cleaning supplies, and hygiene products for that purpose. Thank you
Betty Ann.

We will also be participating in another “Apostle’s Build” for Habitat for Humanity. We along with 12 other
churches will be donating $2,000 for that project. The house is scheduled to be built this summer off of Dorothy
Lane in the Heights. A kickoff breakfast for the build will be held at our church on Saturday, June 8.

Our One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Fishing Derby continues until Easter. Pick up your One Great Hour of
Sharing fish bank in the gallery. We will have our weigh in on Easter Sunday, April 21. We invite you to fill your
fish banks will coins and dollars with all proceeds going to support the less fortunate through this annual offering
that is received through our denomination.

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” —Matthew 25:40

Lenten Lunch & Learn Series continues on Tuesday s from 12-1 PM in the Fireside Room through April
9. Join Pastor Dave for this five week series titled, “Barriers to Forgiveness.” Pastor Dave is challenging us to see
how God provides forgiveness to us and how we are to extend this gift to others, even when it is extremely difficult.
Lunch is free and this class is open to all.




