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Pope Francis is coming to America. It is his first visit to the United States in his 78 years. He actually pulled out a map and
asked a visiting American Bishop to point out the places he would be visiting. Maybe he chose Washington, Philadelphia,
and New York City so he wouldn’t be tempted to make a second visit. The Pope’s visit has inspired news

stories about the changes his leadership is bringing to the Catholic Church. From the onset of his election, the Pope is
attempting to make the church more welcoming, more forgiving, and more open to people who have felt cut off from the
church.

The Pope has proclaimed 2015 as the “Year of Mercy.” His signature act of mercy is a modification in the process for
divorced Catholics to get a marriage annulled so they can receive communion again. It took 300 years to change the
process but in Catholic circles that is fast. He is also seeking to devise a process by which women who have had an

abortion can be formally forgiven.

You might think that as the Supreme leader in a hierarchical, all male system, Pope Francis would have more influence on
church policy. But the Pope is facing strong and very open dissent among priests in the church hierarchy. The problem is
his predecessor, Pope Benedict, appointed very orthodox and socially conservative bishops. One priest told me getting
changes past the current group of Bishops is like getting a 20th century idea approved by a US Supreme Court consisting
of nine Anthony Scalia’s. Good luck with that. Change is hard, especially in the church.

Jesus also faced a lot of resistance from the religious establishment of his day. They didn’t like the company he kept, the
stories he told, or his welcoming attitude towards people who had been hurt. Jesus offered God’s forgiveness and told
those forgiven to go and sin no more. He also said that those that don't forgive others cannot receive the forgiveness God
offers them. Like the current Pope, Jesus wanted to reach the whole world with the message of God’s love and mercy:
“The harvest is great; however the workers are few.”

For three Sunday’s (September 20th, 27th, and October 4th), CCPC will offer an adult education seminar on Same Sex
Marriage. Our Director of Christian Education, JusthnDe vi ne, and Wa yohthe AdSlitdaducation Conamit-a i r
tee, have designed a very informative review of the history of the acceptance and inclusion of homosexuals in American
society. Justin has found some powerful films clips from movies and television shows. When | reviewed some of the clips,

| found myself agreeing with what the Rev. Peter Gomes of Harvard’s Memorial Chapel said in his 1996 bestseller, “The

Good Book,” that homosexuality’s the last prejudice in America.

The second week will detail the Presbyterian Church’s long struggle to reconcile the many biblical and theological issues
homosexuality presents. The final week will look at what same-sex marriage ceremonies look like and the freedom pastors
have to perform or refuse to perform these services.

Since the early 1990's, the ordination of homosexuals has been a hot topic in seminary communities. There are strong
positions on both sides of the discussion. But, there is an important difference from what happens in healthy communities
and what we saw this week in Kentucky. In healthy Christian communities, we don’t draw a line in the sand and demand
that everyone in our community stands on one side of the line or the other. A spiritually healthy community is a place
where all sides of a given issue can be discussed openly.

| know CCPC is a place where there are many voices and opinions, but we share one heart and commitment to serve one
Lord, Jesus Christ. We must always remember that our unity lies not in ourselves, and certainly not in forcing others to
agree with us, but in the God who calls us. This is good news.

Grace and peace,

James Brassard

P.S. Since | am not part of the design of the Same-Sex Marriage discussion, | will be preaching on the topic “Christian
Marriage in the Age of Confusion” on September 27th.
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Peacemaking Offering

The | asting value in a gift of

The Peacemaking Offering, Sunday, October 4th, is one of four church wide Special Offerings of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) that play an important role in defining what it means to be a connectional church in the twenty-first century,
bringing together the diversity of the PC(USA) to focus and take faith-based action on shared concerns. The offering is an
opportunity for partnership, learning, and witness and profoundly affects the life of the church as a collective witness to
Jesus Christ’s love for the whole church.

During this Season of Peace, our thoughts turn to the meaning of peace and how, through Christ, we can nurture it inside
ourselves and out in the world. Yet, to understand the value of peace, we must also understand the cost of conflict, and
the many forms it can take:
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Please give generously: . -
Through our congregation on October 4th Learn more about issues of conflict:

Text PEACE to 20222 to give $10 _ __ Bullying:www.stopbullying.gov
presbyterianmission.org/give/peace-global Violence against womenww.endviolence.un.org
World conflictwww.visionofhumanity.org

Structural racismwww.boysandmenofcolor.organ
trafficking:www.unodc.org
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New Member Seminar

Are you interesting in joining CCPC?

@)O

There will be a one-day membership seminar on Saturday, October 24t from 9 AM to Noon. The class will meet
in the Adult Education Conference room. Rev. Brassard will give a
survey of Presbyterian beliefs and our form of Church
governance (“doing things decently and in order”) and a brief overview of our mission and ministry. Cameo ap-
pearance of other CCPC staff will be included. At noon the
Session is invited to join New Comers for a light lunch.

For those who desire to join CCPC, they will be introduced on the next two Sundays. Please let Rev. Brassard
know of your interestatc c pcpast or @veri zon. net ofr
calling the-26#80W08h at 301
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