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While on vacation, I attended a Court of Honor ceremony for our godson who was receiving his Ea-
gle Scout Award. The service was well attended, partially due to the sad fact that the Scout Troop
that has served the community at that church for 83 years was disbanding. This was the last court of
honor and last Eagle Scout.

I spent a couple years in Scouting as a youth. However, the camping trips and other weekend out-
ings conflicted with my participation in my church youth group and my part time jobs. I couldn’t do
everything. I did stay in scouting long enough to learn to appreciate what scouting stands for, in-
cluding reverence for God, and I admire Scouting’s rigorous commitment to teaching self-mastery.

We live in an age of institutional anxiety. It is a time when all of the traditional large organizations
are losing influence. This is partly because we have seen the failure of these organization and partly
because we live in the era of what David Brook’s calls “The Big Me:” we put the individual first. As
Brooks writes, “We tend to prize the freedom to navigate as we wish, to run our lives as we choose,
and never to submerge our individual identities in conformity to some organization.” These days’
people tend to jump in and out of organizations whenever it suits their individual needs. The Days
of the “Organizational Man” are over. Start- ups are the preferred company model, rebels and dis-
ruptor’s are the exalted leadership style, and those people committed to incremental societal change
and social stability are considered dinosaurs. This mentality has all contributed to institutional de-
cay. Writer Tina Brown put it well, if everybody is told to think outside the box, you’ve got to ex-
pect the boxes themselves will begin to deteriorate.

[ am a person who believes we need institutions to shape us and to build character. Being a Chris-
tian with a healthy appreciation for sin, I am very suspicious of those who think they can figure life
out all on their own. Psychologist Daniel Kalineman said that “Humans have an almost unlimited
ability to ignore our ignorance.”

Each institution comes with certain rules, obligations, and standards of excellence. Scientists have
certain methods they use to advance and verify knowledge. Teachers treat all their students equally
and invest extra hours to their growth. Soldiers respect the chain of command and will risk life and
limb to rescue a wounded fellow soldier. Pastors are required to adhere to professional standards
and to stay within the theological boundaries of their religious community. In the process of subor-
dinating ourselves to the institutions we inhabit, we become who we are. The rules, not all written,
of a profession or an organization are not like practical tips or best practices to do something. They
are deeply woven into the identities of the people who practice them. Over time, by practicing the
customs of our institutions we know we are not alone, and we know we are committed to a commu-
nity that transcends time.

So call me a dinosaur. I believe in the power of our social and religious institutions to build and up-
hold our communities and to form strong personal character. Institutions are a vital part of our soci-
ety. We eliminate them at great risk. Iam sorry to see Wayne Scout Troop 103 award their 86" and
last Eagle Award.

Grace and peace, James Brassard
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Clnistmas Families 2015 Schedul e

Day Time Event
Sunday, November 8 Christmas Families Kickoff
Sunday, November 15 Sign Ups Continue
Sunday, November 22 Sign Ups Continue
Sunday, November 8 — Early Gift Drop Off
Sunday, December 6 (Library)
Tuesday, December 1 Order Food from Aldi’s
Sunday, December 6 Final Deadline for Gift Drop Off — by Noon
Wednesday, December9 | 9 PM Set Up Dodds Hall for Gift Sorting & Wrapping
Thursday, December 10 9AM - 5M Gift Sorting & Checking
6 PM -9 PM Gift Sorting, Checking, & Wrapping
Friday, December 11 9AM -3 PM Gift Wrapping
10 AM Pick Up Non-Perishable Food Order from Aldi’s

S5PM-9PM Gift Wrapping Continues

Saturday, December 12 9AM -2 PM Gift Wrapping Continues, if required
(Time is tentative)

2PM-3PM Reset Dodds Hall for Food Sorting
(Time is tentative)

Sunday, December 13 11:30 AM Baked Goods Due

11:30 AM -2 PM | Food Sorting (Water & Dry Snacks Provided)

2PM-4PM Consolidate Gifts & Groceries

Monday, December 14 7AM -8 AM Pick Up Perishable Food Order at Aldi’s
(Includes turkeys)

9AM -1PM Family Pick Up/Delivery
(Refreshments provided)

6 PM -9 PM Family Pick Up
(Refreshments provided)

Tuesday, December 15 9 AM - Noon Pick Up & Delivery Make Up Day; if needed

Afternoon (TBD) | Clean Up Dodds Hall
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 30, 2015 a

Ever consider joining one of the musical ensembles at CCPC? Whether
you are a past, present, or possible future member of the Celebration Choir,
Summer Choir, Clinquant Handbell Choir, or the CCPC Youth Orchestra, please
join us as we kick off our fall schedule with a party!

Becky and Mark Pfarrer (12635 Heming Lane, Bowie) are our gracious hosts
for the afternoon. Pulled pork will be provided as a main dish, and we ask that
you bring a favorite side dish, salad, or dessert. Bring your swimsuit and enjoy

the wonderful pool, too!

Please contact Susan Ricci Rogel at 301-262-6775 or email at ccpc-
music@verizon.net to RSVP by August 25th. See you at 1 PM on August 30th!

%@4@@%@ CCPC M Feaot

Sunday, August , 2015 from

All en Pond Park, We s t Pav

Join us for steamed crabs or crab cakes
Bring your own drinks and ut el

Cost is $25.00 per ticket, for

Cr «

$10. 00 -algeesd 6adul ts not élting C

Free for5ages O

Tickets will be sol dhafdt't&r6 church
For questions or offers of hel P0-6@BI5da e

benghl@verizon. net


mailto:ccpcmusic@verizon.net
mailto:ccpcmusic@verizon.net

Jey. Joy. Jog Tmage
4 4
Womeds Day Retr e ti:
September ¥From 9am to 2pm W
Come join us for a day retreatWCCPC T
The message will be | eadiby SUe Evans an
Oates. There wil/l be time{for visiting, s
ing. Coffee and tea will bBAGKTOSCHOOL o
pastriessedhndch will be sier WEHLNESS DAYo n .
COST =M&a&e checks payabile taJIMIA@'(BIE
Bring a photo or magazi ne ®adtcdrudeaey,t hfautg ubs
frodmO00 AM to 4
NAME: Join us forFREE f ul
cl asBREEar RREEs e m-
— - - - — — — — — _ _ _ _ dnars and much more! Dis_- _ _ _
counted Rei ki hea
ADDRESS: avail abl e. We wil |l
our new Fall seas
brating the compl
—————————————————————————— - ——eN-o¥ & ti—0N-Ss— + 6 —0-L
dio. Food, drink,
— - _ i _ ___and FUN... . _
l't'"s going to be
Don't miss it
PHONE Stay tuned for de
———————————————————— ——@appoimtment—s—to
_ COMMUNITY YOGA
EMAI L ADDRESS: at IMAGINE
SS9 SUNday s 4 FBEE! PM
T Join us for an al
every Sunday aft
) 4 PM. A suggested
ALLERGI ES: $5 helps us sug
Shepherd's Cove
i CLapi_tol _Hei ght
Al l ow your yoga
EMERGENCY CONTACT/ PHONE: help a communit
women and chil dr e
__________________________ — Contact- 1magine_
info@ maginethep



mailto:info@imaginetheplace.com

P

Christian Community Presb

3120 Bel air Dri ve
Bowi e, MD 20715
262

Phone (3®Q08

Fax (3051)7 7262
6 We b : http://ccpc.bomé« . o|rg
T A J I

E-ma i ccpchowi e@ver net

CCPC, the first Protestant church

n
assion for Christian mission in the [l ot
OQur Mission: To worship God, to gijrow
and to place our gifts in the sjer\

& | ocated in the CE Building of Chri

Bel air Cooperative Nurj|se

The schoo-profi-iectoadami anparatnidsamnor gani z

Cal |-48871T82 ori nEnma@blel ai rcoop. or
- WWW. bel aircoop. or .
A Y 7

- -
N>

822,

| magi-nfeomga & Well neses Ce

Located in the CE building, off@; y
programs to CCPC memberFsoramdorteh o . fjocomr

mati onwww.ilsmatgi neTh e Rlaadsl k0642403, -mair | e
Ann @ magineThePSakel a&rosnhi ps avai|l a



http://www.ImagineThePlace.com
mailto:Ann@ImagineThePlace.com
mailto:info@belaircoop.org
http://www.belaircoop.org

