
 

 

 

“Who needs a Savior?   From what do I need to be 
saved ?  I am in control of my life!  I can take care 
of myself.  I may have times when I’m not on top of 
it, but that’s just life.  Things eventually work out so 
I don’t sweat it.  Life happens!  Enjoy it while you 
have it!  Get it while you can!  Eat, drink and be 
happy.  Tomorrow we die, so what’s the big deal?” 
   That, in a nutshell is the “theology” of the secular 
humanist  and  the  “progressive”  atheist,  both  of 
whom see no need to look to a “god” or “higher 
power” for help, because we humans are quite capa-
ble of taking care of ourselves. 
   The Bible story of God’s work in human history 
gives quite another picture of our “capable” human 
condition.  It is obvious that, left on our own, we 
humans have the unequaled ability to take life as it 
was intended to be lived and mess it up royally. 
   Rulers and elected officials—from the time of 
Pharoah in Egypt to present day national and world 
leaders, are infected with the incurable disease of an 
insatiable thirst for more power, control and recogni-
tion as the elitists they are convinced they are. 
   Intelligentsia that  occupy the hallowed halls of 
academia’s campuses, use words, words, words to 
foment change or challenge moral and ethical norms 
that have stood the test of time and have served hu-
manity well—such as marriage of man and woman. 
   Roving gangs of young ethnic rebels—of all col-
ors, roam the city streets, looking for someone to 
bully, knock down or put an end to their life, and all 
for the sake of showing how really macho they are. 
   Hordes of “entitlement” individuals who are con-
vinced that everyone else owes them something be-
cause they have had some bad experiences in their 
early life and didn’t have opportunity for success 
like everyone else—always the victims. 
      And then, there are those who, because of their 
liberal attitudes toward the use of our human sexual-
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ity, find themselves pregnant.  For many, this could 
prove to be a major problem as it will interfere with 
their plans for their future.  It is seen as a major in-
convenience that must be terminated.  They choose 
abortion in order to be freed up to continue to “enjoy” 
the kind of lifestyle to which they have become ac-
customed.  Any such future inconveniences can be 
handled in the same way.  There is always someone 
available to provide “wise counsel,” such as Planned 
Parenthood.  
   And everyone else who has the misguided concep-
tion that we have it all together except for those rare 
occasions when we, ourselves, may see a need to be 
in control, or use our word power to convince others 
that we are right and they are wrong, or crucify an-
other because of their religious beliefs, or feel that we 
are entitled to something for which we have not made 
any effort to secure on our own. 
   Then, there are those “good people” who seem to 
have it all together and do it all right and who never 
do anything to hurt another, but seem always to help 
anyone, anytime, anywhere.  What about them? 
   Well, from God’s perspective, as seen in Scripture, 
there are no good people.  Jesus would not even allow 
himself to be labeled as “good.”  “No one is good, 
except God alone.”  Mark 10:18 
   God’s Word declares, “All have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God.”  Romans 3:23  The “all” 
means “all.” 
   Who needs a Savior?  All!  You do!  I do!  Every-
one does! 
   Of course, the secular humanists, atheists and pagans do not 
believe this because they do not believe that the Bible is any-
thing more than a collection of  fiction stories.  Witness what 
recently happened in a  major chain store, COSTCO, that 
placed the Bible, along with other fiction story books, in its 
book section and labeled it as such.  An apology from the 
store does not remove the humanist mindset regarding God’s 
Word.      Continued…. 
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story.  It has to do with the launching of God’s plan for the 
redemption of humanity from the bondage of sin and death.  
It has to do with people coming into a reconciled relation-
ship with the One who gave us life in the first place.  It has 
to do with our willingness to turn away from our sinful 
lifestyles and, by the power and help of God’s Holy Spirit, 
learn to live the kind of lives that will inhabit God’s eternal 
Kingdom. 

   The Birth of Jesus is God’s Lifeline, thrown to a world 
that is drowning in its own moral and ethical filth.  It is 
God’s way of showing us how he would have us live life to 
the fullest, gaining the most from it and experiencing that 
ultimate eternal quality, demonstrated in the life of Jesus. 

   Who needs a Savior?  Any human who lives and breathes 
in this world’s atmosphere, because God wants not only to 
save us “from” something [sin and death] but also “to” 
something, [life], real life—abundant and eternal. 

   The premise of the secular humanist, atheists and pagans 
is flawed.  “Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die.”  
Not so!  Tomorrow our bodies may cease to exist, but die?  
No,  God’s Word makes it very clear that “tomorrow” we 
stand before him, either to remain with him and enjoy 
God’s presence forever, OR, forever live in the hell of be-
ing away from him.  For those who do not acknowledge 
that he has any part in their lives, they are already getting a 
taste of what that eternal hell is like. 

   How important it is for us, then, who have come to know 
the One born to be our Savior, to make known to others—
through our lives, and sometimes even with our words, the 
desire of God’s heart that they also share eternity with him. 

   May this be an especially blessed time for each of you as 
you experience, once again, the mystery and the miracle of 
God’s awesome plan to show us the depth and quality of 
his love in Jesus, who came to save all people from sin. 

   Amazingly—and interestingly enough, Jesus 
was born right into the middle of “such a time 
as this.”  Human nature has not changed all that 
much in the last two thousand years.  Countless 
lives have been changed for the better, but hu-
man nature, itself, retains its bent toward sin-
ning and rebelling against all that is right, good, 
true and holy. 
   The  apostle  John  gave  testimony  that 
“Though the world was made through him, the 

world did not recognize him.  He came to his 

own and his own did not receive him.  But to all 

who received him, who believed on his name, he 

gave the right to become children of God, born 

not of natural descent or human decision or a 

husband’s will, but born of God.”  John 1:10-13 
   The world may not recognize him or acknowl-
edge him as more than an historical figure—and 
some even question that, but that doesn’t 
change the truth of what God has done.    
   One powerful declaration that was made by 
God in the Birth story of Jesus, is that God’s 
grace and mercy, as well as God’s eternal plan 
for humanity, is not thwarted by our human 
frailties, arrogance or denial. 
   God’s love for his creation is so great and so 
eternal that it cannot be diluted or perverted by 
either human ignorance or Satan’s ploy. 
   God’s Word reminds us that “He makes the 
sun to shine on the evil and good and he sends 

rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” 

Matthew 5:45  God is not selective when it 
comes to pouring out his blessings on his crea-
tion.  We all get them.  Some choose to receive 
them.  Others choose to ignore them.  Still oth-
ers choose to curse them.  Regardless, God’s 
grace and mercy are as sure as the sun and 
rain—take it or leave it. 
  When Jesus was born, those in power—like 
King Herod, made effort to kill him while he 
was still an infant.  In that effort, Herod brought 
untold grief upon the parents and families of all 
the estimated forty six babies that he did kill in 
an effort to get at Jesus.  
   There are those who still try to blot Jesus out 
of our human existence and life experiences by 
denying the need for him. 
   “But for those who receive him, who believe 
on his name, he gives the right to become chil-

dren of God.”  John 1:10-13 
   The Birth of Jesus is far more than a birth 

 “And the angel said to the 

shepherds, “Do not be afraid.  

Today in David’s town a Sav-

ior has been born to you.  He is 

Christ the Lord.  And this will 
be a sign for you, you will find 

the baby wrapped in cloths and 

lying in a manger because 

there was no room for him in 

the inn.” 

   Suddenly there was with the 

angel a great company of heav-

enly hosts, praising God and 

saying, “Glory to God in the 

highest and on earth peace to 

men on whom his favor rests.” 
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MEDICAL MISSION TO VASAYAS, PHILIPPINES 

   The Holy Spirit of God continues to touch and inspire persons 
to respond to those who are in need. 
   We have been reading much about how certain nations have 
quickly mobilized to provide help to those who were devastated 
by the typhoon Yolanda that hit the Vasayas area of the South-
ern Philippine Islands, destroying everything in its path.  The 
survivors are still in the “survival” mode, seeking lost loved 
ones, living in make-shift shelters, hunting for food and water 
and generally endeavoring to stay alive. 
   Governments from the United States, Israel and Japan have 
made major commitments to bring relief.  Churches and faith 
based organizations are there in large numbers.  The United 
Methodist Church released $95,000 to the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief to provide life essentials for the survivors. 
   Other faith based, Christian organizations have committed 
monies and personnel to help restore some semblance of nor-
malcy to those devastated by the disaster. 
   Medical teams from Israel set up hospitals to care for the in-
jured and opened a school so that children could return to their 
education program. 
   Because of this level of commitment to help others in our hu-
man family, the Philippine people are experiencing an outpour-
ing of international concern and goodwill that will go a long 
way in helping them regain much of that which was lost in the 
storm. 
   Jesus once stated, regarding false prophets, “You will recog-
nize them by their fruit.”  He could have also added, ‘or lack of 
it.”  These are the several oil-rich nations who could, but have-
n’t, made any effort to provide help to the impoverished people 
in the Philippines, even to those of their own religious persua-
sion, who were devastated by the typhoon. 
   Jesus’ words, however, are also true of those who are moved 
by compassion and love to help others, “You will recognize 
them by their fruit.”  The fruit of their labor is evident and 
needs no defense!  People’s lives are being saved and changed. 
   A medical team from the Silverdale United Methodist Church 
is making plans to be in the Vasayas area during the last half of 
March.  They will add to the numbers of the many other Believ-
ers who have a heart for helping persons in need.  The team is 
led by Amivic Clark, Connie Bartolome and Nenita Arcega, all 
of whom are experienced and licensed nurses and technicians 
and who have been on previous medical missions. 
   Those wishing to donate to the work of this team may do so 
through the Silverdale United Methodist Church or Christian 
Bible Fellowship.  Donors will receive a receipt for tax pur-
poses.  Mark your donation, “Philippine Medical Mission.” 
   We are all encouraged to give generously so that the team 
may have all of its needs met for this important, vital ministry.        
Let your contribution be a Christmas Gift to those in need. 

 

“YOU WILL RECOGNIZE THEM BY THEIR FRUIT.” 
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DECEMBER 15 

The Silverdale UMC children’s Sunday School 

will minister to the church family what they have 

been learning in class about God’s Supernatural 

Power 

 

DECEMBER 15 

and 18 

Larry will share the Christmas Story with the 

Silverdale Church family and also with the Good 

News Club at the View Ridge Elementary School 

in Bremerton, WA 

“He gave some to be apostles, 

prophets, evangelists, pastors and 
teachers, to equip God’s people for 
works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up....attaining to 
the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ.” Ephesians.4:11 

WIND OF THE SPIRIT MINISTRIES’ MID-YEAR MEETING—January 25 


