
 

 

 

We live in a day in which there is much said about 
being politically correct.  Political correctness has to 
do with avoiding any statement that might in any way 
be offensive to a person or persons of another reli-
gious persuasion, ethnic background, political view-
point, sexual orientation, gender identification, or just 
about anything that may be different from your own 
belief system or world view. 
   Any deviation from this standard of political cor-
rectness is considered, in some circles of influence, to 
be “hate speech,” and, in some cases, has been pun-
ishable by law with fines and/or imprisonment. 
   I must say that I am totally in favor of everyone 
coming to an understanding of the power of spoken 
words.  Words can be used in a way that is certainly 
judgmental, condemning and wounding.  We should 
make every effort to avoid these and to affirm a per-
son’s sacred worth in the eyes of God, whether or not 
we agree with their belief system or their lifestyle. 
   Words can be powerful in their effect when spoken 
to reveal truth and expose lies.  When the truth is spo-
ken in love, it can release people from years of living 
a lie about themselves and others.  Words that are de-
signed to express hope for a person who is in bond-
age  to  sin  can  be  interpreted  by some  as  hate 
speech—especially those who live in sin and love it. 
However, for the person who is set free from that 
bondage, they are life-giving words of love.  They are 
not judgmental, they are expressions of God’s grace. 
   Jesus is the world’s best example of one who has 
the ability to speak the truth in love.  He was able to 
identify the person apart from the sin in their life.  He 
could affirm the person and yet condemn the sin that 
was seeking to destroy them.  He could bring them to 
experience freedom from sin and then tell them to go 
and sin no more.  That’s love speech, not hate speech. 
   He told Pilate at the time of his trial that the reason 
he came into the world was to testify to the truth.  He 
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spoke the truth and in speaking that word of truth he 
revealed sin in people’s lives and they were set free. 
   In our contemporary world, the line between a per-
son’s life and a sinful lifestyle is blurred.  Many feel 
that their identity is in their lifestyle—whether good or 
bad.  Some are heard to say, “This is who I am.  If you 
can’t accept my lifestyle than you can’t accept me.” 
   That is a lie that is believed and perpetuated in cul-
ture—regardless of the culture.  Our sins are not who 
we are!  We may be identified that way by people 
around us who say, “he is an alcoholic,” or she is a 
prostitute.”  That is not how we are identified by God 
or by the people of God.   
   We say, “He is first and foremost a man; a man who 
has a problem with alcohol.  She is first and foremost 
a woman; a woman who has not yet learned her true 
worth as a sexual being created by God. 
    Likewise, many appear to be identified, by them-
selves and others, by their sexual preferences, and not 
by their worth in the eyes of God.  From God’s per-
spective, they are persons of sacred worth, or else why 
would he have come to die for them and us?  There 
would be no reason for Jesus’ death if he did not feel 
we were worth dying for and saving. 
   God calls us to healthy, holy and blameless lifestyles 
whether we claim to be heterosexual, homosexual, bi-
sexual, eunuch or whatever. 
   And yet, to even offer that kind of statement of hope 
for the person caught in alcoholism, prostitution or 
sexual deviancy is considered by some to be a state-
ment of judgment upon their lives and their choices.  It 
is politically incorrect and so, considered by many as 
hate speech.  Actually, it is love speech! 
   Perhaps it is time to have our lives transformed by 
the renewing of our minds and the healing of our 
mouths and begin to think of each other as valuable 
creations of God.  May we use words that affirm our 
worth and acknowledge the wisdom of our Creator!  le 
 



 

 

THE EMPOWERING GIFTS 

Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8; I Corinthians 12:7-11 

Just before He ascended into heaven, Jesus told 
the disciples that he was going to send what the 
Father had promised, but they were to stay in the 
city until they were clothed with power from on 
high. 
   He also told them that they would receive 
power when the Holy Spirit came upon them and 
they would be his witnesses [read martyrs] in 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the 
earth. 
   When that Promise of God was fulfilled at 
Pentecost, the disciples were indeed filled with 
the Holy Spirit Power that enabled them to go 
out and proclaim Jesus as the Son of God and the 
Savior of humanity. 
   In that power, they preached the Gospel in the 
languages of fifteen different people groups who 
were gathered in Jerusalem for the celebration of 
the Feast of Weeks that ended with Pentecost.  
The people all heard these Galileans speaking in 
their own languages.  That’s Holy Spirit Power! 
   Because of God’s amazing power and ability, 
three thousand people were added to the number 
of disciples of Jesus that day. 
   Several years later, Saul of Tarsus was con-
verted to the Faith.  The man became Paul, the 
Apostle.  In his first letter to the church in Cor-
inth he set forth and named the spiritual gifts 
with which the followers of Jesus are empow-
ered when the Holy Spirit comes upon us. 
   He reminds his readers that there are different 
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit [12:4], and 
they are all given for the common good [v.7]  
The Holy Spirit is manifested in the Body of Be-
lievers in a variety of ways, but especially 
through these gifts. 
   Though Paul gives them in a specific order and 
probably for a specific reason, I wish to place 
them in a different order.  This is not in order of 
importance, for they are all important, but for a 
means of understanding and remembering them. 
   Three gifts have to do with our mind and the 
way we think in harmony with God’s thoughts: 

Knowledge, Wisdom, Discernment.  God 
reveals his will in a given situation through the 
word of knowledge.  He gives wisdom on how to 
use or speak that word of knowledge as it relates 
to that person or situation.  He gives the gift of 
discernment to help us to know if that situa-
tion—whether it pertains to a person’s physical, 
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emotional or spiritual need, is from God, Satan or man.  
These three gifts function in our mind and thinking. 
   Another three gifts have to do with the way in which we 
speak the word that is given to us by God.  These are, 

Prophecy, Tongues, Interpretation of Tongues.   
   Prophecy is speaking the word or revelation that is given 
by God, on behalf of God for the purpose of edification of 
those who hear the word.  Paul instructs the Corinthians 
that “everyone who prophesies speaks instruction to people 
for their strengthening, encouragement and comfort.  He 

who prophesies edifies the church.” [14:3,4] 
   Tongues has a twofold dimension to them.  That is, there 
is tongues as a personal prayer language.  Paul exercised 
this gift as he prayed with his spirit. [14:14,15]  He also 
acknowledges that there is a ministry of tongues that is ex-
ercised in the gathered congregation.  When tongues is 
manifested in this setting, there must be someone with the 
Gift of Interpretation of Tongues that puts the message in 
the language of the listening congregation so that all may 
be edified and the body built up. 
   These are the verbal gifts that are used in proclaiming 
the presence of the living Lord and for the purpose of edi-
fying and building up the Body of Christ. 
   The third set of gifts have to do with ministry outreach: 

Faith, Miracles, Healings.  Jesus instructed his disciples 
that they were to preach the Gospel and heal the sick.  He also 
instructed them to move out in faith—even small faith, and they 
would see and do greater things than what they had seen him do. 
“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I 

have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, be-

cause I am going to the Father.”  [John 14:12] 
   Faith is the assurance of things hoped for and the conviction of things 
not seen. [Hebrews 11:1]  Miracles are the working of God in ways that 
we do not understand and yet show the supernatural power of God to 
use or supersede the laws of nature as we understand them, to accom-
plish God’s purposes. 
   Healings are the outgrowth of supernatural ministry to the spiritual, 
emotional, relational and physical needs of those to whom we reach out 
in the Name of Jesus. 
   All nine of these empowering Gifts enable us, as the Body of Christ, 
to think, speak and act in ways that reflect the thoughts, words and 
acts of God. 
   The work of the Kingdom of God here on earth cannot be accom-
plished through the use of natural human talents.  The supernatural 
work of God in the supernatural kingdom of God, is accomplished 
through the use of the supernatural gifts of God. 

   Come Holy Spirit.  Empower us, as you did the early disciples, to 
proclaim the Name of Jesus with the ever greater results! 



 

 

NEITHER RAIN NOR TYPHOON SHALL STOP OUR GOD 

A devastating typhoon has inundated the Philippines with rains 
that have flooded major parts of the Island of Luzon and the 
city of Manila, the capitol.  Many homes have been destroyed 
and some lives have been lost as of this writing. 
   Reports came from our ministry family in the Philippines that 
they had waist deep water in their home, with shoulder deep 
water in many of the streets. 
   At the invitation of Bishop Rudy Juan, we have been planning 
for a ministry trip to the Philippines for several weeks for the 
dates of September 20-October 6.  The typhoon caused concern 
as to whether the trip would happen.  However,  God has plans 
of his own, in spite of weather conditions. 
   We received this letter from brother David Sablan in the Phil-
ippines. 
   “No typhoon or rain can stand before the power of God our 
Shield!  My family, especially my dad, is safe and secured.  We 
evacuated them last Monday from our home in Bacoor Cavite 
where the level of water inside our house was waist deep.  I, 
with some men, moved my family with a boat and brought 
them to a higher ground and transported them to our house in 
General Trias where they stayed for three days.   
   Josie and I experienced God’s covering when we passed deep 
flood water in Manila to go to Cavite and our vehicle did not 
break down.  Praise God!  So now family are back in our home 
recovering.  God is awesome! 
   As far as our schedule of healing events are concerned, it’s a 
GO for us here!  Everything is set and ready!  As you men-
tioned in your last letter, we will push through with the healing 
service in Aurora.  The schedule in Olongapo will be sent to 

you soon.  That is all for now.   Loving the healing ministry.” 
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Philippine Schedule 
Please post and pray for your team 

Larry & Audrey Eddings, Bob and Tracy Martello 
 

September 19  2:15 a.m. Fly to Manila arrive on 

   20, 11:45 a.m.  Met by Philippine Team 
   22—Preach at Pastor Pol’s church, Cavite City UMC 
   23, 24—Worker’s Conference, team, Tagatay 

   26—Healing Event, Aurora Province 
   27—Ablaze Holy Spirit Pre-Conference, team, Puno  

   29—Preach Pastor David’s church, Puno UMC 
   30—Healing Event in Olongapo City, team 
October 1—Travel to Baguio, Venus Hotel Venue 

   2-4—Manila Episcopal Area’s Worker’s Conference 
      3—Larry Preaches for Morning Devotion and Eve   
   ning Plenary Session, team 

      4—Return to Quezon City 
   6—Larry Lead Communion Service at Puno UMC 
   7—Return to USA, arriving SeaTac 8:12 p.m. 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

PLEASE POST AND PRAY FOR THESE EVENTSPLEASE POST AND PRAY FOR THESE EVENTSPLEASE POST AND PRAY FOR THESE EVENTSPLEASE POST AND PRAY FOR THESE EVENTS 
 

OTHER MINISTRY EVENTS ARE IN THE PLANNING STAGES 
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SEPTEMBER 

19-October 7 
Philippine Mission Trip to Conduct Healing Re-

treat for Pastors with Bishop Rudy Juan. 

Other ministry events in the Manila area. 

NOVEMBER Larry and Audrey will spend much of the month 

of November writing and revising materials for 

publication. 

  

OCTOBER  

21-26 
“The Journey Within” Seminar on Healing of 

Emotional Hurts, Silverdale United Methodist 

Church, Silverdale, WA 

  

“The wind blows wherever it 

pleases.  You hear the sound, 

but you cannot tell where it 

comes from or where it is 

going.  So it is with everyone 

born of the Spirit.”  John 3:8 


